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PREFATORY NOTICE. 


♦ 

I N the beginning of 1887 my predecessor, Mr. Medllcott, wrote as fol- 
lows in his Annual Report of the Geological Survey : — I he two first 
parts of the Manual of the Geology of India, issued in 1879, have been 
out of print for some time, and the question of re-writing it has been 
much upon my mind. Paits of it would require abridgment, leaving local 
information to be sought for in the special Memoirs; and paits of it 
would need alteration and addition in view of extended information. 
The greater part of the two volumes was written by Mr. Blaiiford, 
who was for the time relieved of other work. To re-write the w'hole 
while carrying on the manifold current duties of the Survey has been more 
than I could attempt in India with any justice to either.*^ 

The directing of the Survey since Mr. Medlicott's retirement is even 
fuller of current duties, not the least of which has been a considerably 
increased system of frequent tours over the length and breadth of the 
land ; so that, however pressing it may also have been on my mind, 

I have been unable even to venture on the elaboration of a revised form 
of Messrs. Medlicott and Blanford's most excellent work ; and I therefore 
gladly accepted Mr. R, D. Oldham’s offer to prepare a fresh issue accord- 
ant wdth our progressive survey of the Empire. 

Mr. Oldham had had a varied experience of survey work over widely 
separated tracts in India where he had opportunities of studying most of 
our repi esentative formations in their peninsular and extra-peninsular 
development : while of his owm motion he devoted his first period of 
w'ell-earned leave* to a comparative study of our Gondwdna representatives 
in Australia. His close acquaintance with the literature, as evidenced, 
in the careful Bibliography of Indian Geology ^ compiled by hini in 1888, 
had already indeed predisposed me in favour of a possible ultimate 
placing of a second issue of the Manual in hi» hands; and in now ati- 
thorising that issue I would fain hope that my choice may be justified. 

WILLIAM KING, 

Director ^ Geological Sutvey'of India, 




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


T he want of a general account of Indian Geology has been felt for 
some jears. 1 he regular Geological Survey of India may be 
considered to have commenced in 1851 , and but few of those who took 
part in the work during the eailier years now lemain in the service. It is 
desirable, before all the older members of the Survey pass a\\a]y, that 
some record of the eaily observations, many of which are unpublished, 
should be rescued from oblivion, for the beneht of future explorers. The 
published Memoirs and Records of the Suivey, moreover, have now 
become too numcious and bulky for general use , and it is difficult for any 
one, without much study, to gather the more impoilant obser\alionsou the 
geology of the countiy from amidst the mass of local details. Many papers 
on Indian geology are also scattered through various Indian and European 
periodicals. As a guide to all who have occasion to acquire a knowledge 
of Indian geology, or who desiie information from a love of the science, 
some compendium of the observations hitherto collected has become abso- 
lutely necessary; and the present Manual has been diawn up, by direction 
of the Government of India, to suppl) tiie deficiency. 

It was originally desired by the Government that this w’ork should b^ 
prepared by the late Di Oldham, 01 that the compilation should have the 
advantage of his supervision. As Dr Oldham was the first Superintendent 
of the Suivey, and if inaincd at the head of the Department fron its com- 
mencement in 1851 to 1876, he would, unquestionably, have been admir- 
ably qualified to cairy out the work , and it was his own desire to do so, as 
the completion of his labours in India. Failing health, however, and the 
pressure of other duties, prevented him from even commencing the task, 
and when, at length, he was unable any longer to remain in the country, 
the duty of prepaiing a Summary of Indian Geology w^as left to his 
successor. At this time the only preparation that had been made for the 
work was the partial compilation of a general Geological Map of the 
Peninsula. 

The double authorship was not entirely a matter of choice; although 
undertaken, and carried out, most willingly by both the writers Both 
have been engaged in the work of the Survey almost from th'^ commence- 
ment, and as each has, in the course of his service, examined very large 



vi 


PRFFACE. 


areas of the country, the comhination secures the description and discus- 
sion, from personal knowledge, of a much larger portion of India. At the 
same time the advantages of wider experience and thought may not be 
found an adequate compensation for want of uniformity and occasional dis- 
crepancies — the natural results of divided authorship To secure, so far 
as possible, the responsibility of each author for the facts and opinions 
stated, the initials of each are affixed in the 1 able of Contents to the chapters 
contributed by him. E^ery such chapter has been read and revised by 
the other writer ; but the alterations have in no case been of more than 
trivial importance ; so that each chapter may be practically taken as an 
individual contribution. The number of subjects is so large, and the con- 
nection between them, in many cases, so slight, that the lack of uniformity 
will not, it is hoped, seriously detract from the usefulness of the Manual. 

In addition to the subjects discussed in the present work, it was, at hist, 
proposed to add an account of the Economical Geology, and to treat in a 
sjiecial chapter of the knowm Mineral Resources of India. But the length 
to wdiich the Manual has already extended has rendered it advisable to 
postpone this very important subject, and to reserve it for a separate 
volume. 

Although many of the details in the work now issued have not previ- 
ously been published, and although the discussion of the observations involves 
several new deductions and suggestions, the book is, in the main, a compi- 
lation ; and it is quite possible that, especially in treating of areas and 
formations of which the authors have no personal knowledge, full justice 
has not always been done to the views of original observers It has, in 
several instances, been thought more important to point out possible 
causes of error than to endorse opinions which, although very possibly 
correct, are not sufficiently supported by published data to be accepted 
as conclusive. In all such cases full references to previous publications 
have been furnished ; and an examination of the details given in the latter 
will, it is hoped, serve to correct any errors of interpretation on the part 
of the authors of the present work. 

The numerous and large areas left blank in the annexed Map show, 
at once, how far the present publication falls short of completeness, and 
how imperfectly the promise implied in the title is fulfilled. A note upon 
the Map further explains that large portions of it have been coloured 
from very imperfect information, from sketch surveys or rapid traverses 
affording no sufficient opportunity for a proper study of the formations. 
It had, however, become imperative, as a duty to the public, for reasons 
already mentioned, to bring together a summary of the work accomplished 
since the commencement of the Survey ; and it was equally essential, for 
the Survey itself, that some general record of the results obtained up 
to date should be compiled. These objects could only be attained by 
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attempting a general Map and Review of the Geology of India ; hut the 
reader must not forget that the present attempt is more of the nature of 
a progress report than of a finished work. 

The Map, it is feared, will be found defective in several other respects. 
Under the circumstances it was impossible to prepare a special reduction 
of the topography ; and, amongst the Maps of India available in the Sur- 
veyor General’s Office, there was, practically, no choice but to accept 
that on the scale of 64 miles to the inch, then well advanced towards com- 
pletion, as a basis for the geological details. 1 he scale is inconveniently 
small for all parts of the country that have been geologically mapped in 
any detail, and the mountain ranges have not been inserted , so that many 
features discussed in the text are not indicated. But the most serious 
drawback is in the names of places. Many tov/ns of importance are 
omitted, owing to the small scale ; and other names of interest, for pur- 
poses of geological description, such as those of fossil-localities, or of 
\illages near important sections, are wanting. Nor is this all The spelling 
of Oriental names is a well-known cause of perplexity ; and the confusion 
has been increased by the unfortunate circumstance that, while one sys- 
tem has been adopted by the Great Trigonometrical Survey, and employed 
m all the ma[)s, n eluding those of the detailed Topographical Surveys, 
Issued by the Depaitment, an entirely distinct s^ysteni has been employed 
by the Revenue Survey, by whom the maps of all the best known parts of 
the country have been prepared. Under the first system, each letter in 
the Indian language is represented by a corresponding letter in the 
Roman character , diacritical marks and accents being employed to distin- 
guish such consonants or vowels in the latter as are required to represent 
two or more sounds, and the Italian or German sounds of the vow^els 
being used, instead of the English. Under the second system, an attempt 
is made to represent the original sound by English spelling ; double vow- 
els being largely used, but no diacritical marks. The impeifection of the 
latter plan is manifest ; because, in the first place, the sounds, of the vow- 
els especially, m English, are variable, and incapable, in many cases, of 
representing those of Oriental languages , and, secondly, the representation 
of the true names by supposed equivalents is arbitrary, depending chiefly 
on the ear, often very imperfectly trained, of the transcriber. When maps 
of large areas, as in the present case, are compiled, the mixture of names, 
spelt according to two different systems, is inevitable. Ihe attempt at a 
general rc\ision of the nomenclature, however desirable, would have 
involved serious delay. 

Of late, the Government has adopted a compromise in the question of 
spelling, and lists of the principal places in each province have been 
issued ; the familiar and well-known names being spelt in the manner that 
has become customary by usage, whilst transliteration is employed in ail 
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other cases, with the exception that no diacritical marks are used for 
consonants. This system is obligatory for all official publications ; and it 
has, consequently, been adopted in the present work. In some cases, 
however, the lists for particular provinces have not been published in time 
to be available ; and in the following pages it is not unfrequently necessary 
to mention places not contained in the lists, and the proper vernacular 
pronunciation of which is unknown to the writers. In such cases, an at- 
tempt has been made to spell the name according to the recognised system ; 
but it is only fair to w’arn the reader that no dependence can be placed 
on many names of places, specially upon those in the south of India, when 
taken from old maps. 

In the preparation of the Map a large share has been taken by various 
Officers of the Geological Survey, all of whom have contributed. The 
colouring and printing have been carried out at the Surveyor GeneraPs 
Office, under the superintendence of Captain Riddell, R.E., to whom the 
authors beg to express their obligations fot the labour he has given to the 
work, and for the assistance he has afforded to them personally. 

In the plates of fossil plants and animals at the end of the work some of 
the most common and characteristic forms of organic remains found 
in India are represented. The plants have been selected and arranged by 
Dr. Feistmantel, and the tertiary Mammalia by Mr. Lydekker. All the 
plates are lithographed by Mr. Schaumburg, whose work will answer for 
itself. The majority of the figures are from original draw'ings, or from the 
“ Palaeontologia Indica the remainder are copied from other works ; but 
these copies have, in many cases, been compared with specimens. 
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T he first edition of the Manual of the Geolotry of India \\ as found to sup- 
ply a want so much felt that it soon went out of print, and for sevcial 
years has only been procurable from the dealers in second-handbooks. 
It had, besides, become out of date in many parts, and the Government of 
India decided that the time had come for the preparation of a new edition. 
So great have been the strides made in our knowledge of Indian 
Geology in the last fifteen yeais that it has been found possible to entire ly 
change the arrangement of the book and to adopt the more scientific and 
orderly course of describing the rocks in chronological order, instead of 
breaking the book up into a series of descriptions of separate distiicts, 
as was found to be inevitable in the preparation of the first edition. 
There is not, unfortunatcls, ever} where the same ceilarnty legaiding the 
proper position in a chronological airangement of particular groups of 
beds. Frec|uently the true hoinotaxis is unknown, and there is a conspicu- 
ous instance of the mistakes which may then be made, in certain locks 
of the Arakan Yoma, which were supposed to be tnassic at the date when 
this second edition was written, but have been shown to be eocene as the 
pages were passing through the pi ess, and consequently rocks which 
should have been classed with the tertiary were described in the chapter 
devoted to the carboniferous and trias. 

Many districts have remained untouched since the publication of the 
first edition, and in all such cases, and wherever indeed no serious modifi- 
cations of the original text have bee n necessary, it has been allowed to stand 
practically as in the original publication. All tluse passagis have been 
carefully revised and generally more or less condensed, while many mintir 
alterations needful to adapt them to the altered scope and arrangement of 
the work have been made, as well as such alterations as have been neces- 
sary on account of the advance of oui knowledge. In the table of contents 
the portions in which the first edition has been taken as the basis of the 
text are distinguished by a different type from that which refers to the 
portions which are new or have been entirely re-WTitten, 

As there is now a special volume devoted to the economic aspects of the 
geology of India, not to mention the Dictionary of Economic Products and 
the Handbooks of Commercial Products of the Imperial Institute, it has 
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been decided to exclude all references to economic geology in this work. 
The references would necessarily have to be too brief for commercial pur- 
poses, while they would have confused the stratigraphical descriptions and 
increased the bulk of the volume. It is, therefore, better that these sub- 
jects should be relegated to the books specially devoted to them. 

For the rest, the remarks in the preface to the first edition, relative to 
the geographical basis of the Geological Map of India and the spelling of 
place names, still hold good. As regards the latter, the Imperial Gazetteer 
of India has been adopted as a standard by the Government of India and 
the Royal Geographical Society. The spelling in that work has conse- 
quently been followed, and as regards places not mentioned in that work 
the same system of spelling has been adopted so far as possible. The 
scale of the Geological Map adopted for this edition is smaller than that of 
the map issued with the first edition. It is hoped that the alteration will 
make the map more convenient to consult, while the amount of detail 
that can be exhibited remains practically the same, and the impossibility of 
finding a map showing all the places mentioned in the text has been 
rectified, so far as possible by an index of place names giving their geo- 
graphical co-ordinates. 

The date of the map will be seen to differ from that of the title-page 
of the book; this is due to the fact that it was necessary to go to pi ess 
with the map before the text was completed. The map consequently repre- 
sents the state of information available in the office of the Geological 
Survey on the 31st December 1891, while the text dates about four months 
later, and subsequent additions and corrections have been made in foot- 
notes up to the beginning of this year. 

Finally, I have to express my obligations for the help so readily ren- 
dered in the preparation of this work, specially to Prof. Suess, for the loan of 
the illustration block on p. 202, and to Dr. W. f, Blanford, who, in addi- 
tion to other assistance, has been good enough to read the proofs of the 
.passages referring to the fossil tertiary and pleistocene mammalia. 
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Upper Vindhjans, subdivisions (99) general composition ; Kdimur ( onglomerate, diarac- 
terisiics of the groups, diamonds (ick'i), Bhander limestone, siippoeed fossils (loi), connec- 
tion between variations of subdivisions and boundaries of Ih^ basm, surface feat ares of 
Vindhyan area, general absence of distuibance, local disturbance at jhalra Fatan 
(lC2), Dhiir forest. Faulted boundary of the Vindhyans to the Aravallis, ana’og^ to 
main boundary of the Himalayas (103), analogfy of Vindhyans to Gangetic alluvium and 
Siwdliks, age of the Ar^vaili mountains (104). Outliers of supposed upper VinJhvans 
in Bundelkhand, peculiant es and probaHe mode of origin {105). Vindhyans west of the 
Ardvallis, relation to Aravalli mountains, glacial beds of Pokaran of doubtful Vindhyan 
age, relation to, Vindhyans of main area (106). Diamond bearing rocks of India, of 
approximately equallage, diamonds derivative, original source of the diamond (107). Re- 
sumd, relative age of rock systems, probable equivalence of Gwalior and lower Cuddapah 
rocks (loS). 


CHAPTER V. 

OLDER PALAEOZOIC SYSTEMS OP THE E\TRA-PE SINSUL AR AREA. 

Marine fossiliferous deposits. Salt range, subdivisions (109) ; Salt marl, absence of 
stratification, salt and gypsum deposits, impurities of the saK, gypsum beds (no , sup- 
posedhypogene origin of the salt marl, appearance of intrusion (in), evidence not con- 
clusive. Kohfit salt and gypsum, supposed age and origin, gypsum due to hydration of anhy- 
drite, anhydrite inclusions in quartz crystals, general conclusions (112); Purple sandstone j 
Neobolus beds, Cambrian fossils ; Magnesian sandstone (113); Salt pseudomorph zone. 
Central Himalayas, classification of beds, Haimanta series (114), passage to Silurian, Silurian 
fossils (115). Cuter HiiLdlayas, unfossiliferous slates mapped as Silurian, in part carboni* 
ferotts ; Attock slates, trias and cretaceous fossils, Kashmir (116); Jaunsar series, volcanic 
beds, resemblance to Haimantas ; Deoban limestone, distribution (117). Supposed 
organic remains ; Baxa series ; Devonian fossils in Thibet ; Silurian of Burma (iiS)* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CARBONIFEROUS AND TRIASSIC ROCKB OP EXTRA-PENINSUL^IR INDIA. 

Passage between palaeozoic and mesozoic. Salt range (ii9)» glacial boolder bedf 
fragments derived from the south, facetted pebbles (120), Australian fauna, upper carboai<* 
ferous age (i2t), distribution of fossils in Productus beds (122), speckled sandstone* 
Productus beds, classification (123) ; lower Productus beds, change of fauna, absence Of 
Autralian forms, European affinities (124), permo-carboniferous age, changes of land and 
sea. Salt range fossils in China ; middle Productus beds (125), relationships of fauna, 
appearance of mesozoic types (126}; upper Productus beds, permian facies of fauna, palae- 
ozoic ammonites (127) ; Chidru group, great change of fauna, abundance of mesozoic types ; 
probable age. Trias of Salt range (12S). Central Himalayas, crinoid limestone, possible 
glacial beds (129), Ruling series. Trias, subdivisions, lower trias (130), supposed rhaetic 
and lias, provisional character of conclusion (131), palaeontological break between Silurian 
and carboniferous, absence of rhaetic and lias. Carbonaceous system of Simla Himalayas, 
Simla slates (132), Blaioi group, glacial boulder beds, infra* Krol carbonaceous slates (>33), 
Krol or Boileaugunj quartzites, felspathic grits of western Garhwal. Upper carbonaceous 
slates. Volcanic beds. Kashmir carboniferous (134), glacial boulder bed, carbonaceous 
slates and volcanic rocks, fossils (135), affinities of fauna; Trias. General similarity to car- 
bonaceous system and contemporaneity of origin (136) ; connection of Simla and Kashmir 
areas, absence of fossils south of snowy range. Former correlation of the Blaini groups 
consequent errors (137). Supposed trias fossils in Simla district. Outliers in Kdgdn. 
Hazdra, carboniferous, infra-trias of Sirban Mountain (138), Tanol series, Trias of Hazara. 
(139)* Carbon trias of Pir Panjal and Dhaoladhar, inliers of limestone in tertiary zone. 
Karakoram range, Syringosphaera beds ( 140), Afghanistan and Sulaimdn rangq. Supposed 
carboniferous of Tenasserim, Maulmain group (141). Limestone of Tenasserim and 
Mergui Archipelago. Unfossiliferous slates of doubtful age ; Khwaja Amran range, not 
tertiary (143), serpentine intrusions, Trias fossils in Baluchistan ; Arakan Yoma (144), axial 
beds, supposed triassic age ; since proved to be nummulitic (144). Negrais rocks, description 
(145), serpentine intrusions (146), distribution. Manipur (147), resemblance to rocks of 
Simla area. Disang group of upper Assam (148). 


CHAPTER VII. 

THE GONDWAna system. 

Origin of name, extra-peninsular outcrops (149), distribution in the Peninsula. Fluvi- 
atile origin (150), possible lacustrine origin of the Talchir group, relations to older and newef 
rocks (151). Connection of outcrops with existing river valleys U52), faulted boun- 
dai ies (i53)> supposed deposition against cliffs, evidences of disturbance {154). Barrenness 
of Gond\\ ana rocks, contrast of lower and upper Gondwdna floras (155), classification 
of the Gondwdna ro( ks (15O). Talchir group, glacial boulder bed (157), glaciated rock 
surfaces in Penganga valley, trappoid btds, resistance to weathering (158), flexible 
sandstone, fossils, possible lacustrine origin (159), evidence of existence of glaciers. 
Karharbari group, separation from Damudas (»6o), description, conformity with Talchirs, 
distribution (i6i), fossil plants. Darnuda senes, subdivisions (162), flora (163); Bara- 
kar group characteristics, structure of the coal (164), Ball coal, relation to Talchirs; 
Ironstone shales (165) ; Raniganj group (166) ; Damudas of Sdtpura area, Motdr group, 
Bijori group (167), floia. Godavaii Chhatisgarh, Kdmlhi group (it)8)i 
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description and flora* Mdngli beds (169)^ fossils. Almod group. Pdnchet group (170), 
fossils (i 70 < Mahddeva series* Pachtnarhf group (172}^ Oenwa and B 4 gra groups (173)* 
other exposures of Mahadeva rocks. Dubrdjpur group (174)1 Rajtnahil series, 
rocks {i75\ fuci of eruption* d>kes of Rdjmabdl age (176;, original extent of volcanic 
rocks f interval between Damuda and Rdjmahal periods ; flor^ of th^ Rdjmahdl group 
U77)r contrast bet\vecn Damuda and Rdjmahdl floras^ outliers on east, coast^ Athgarh 
basin (178), Ellore area, subdivisions, flora of the Golapilli group (179) Ragavapurain 
and Tiipelty groups (180), marine fossils and range in time ; Ongole area* three-fold 
division* equivalent to groups of Ellore area (181) ; Snpermatur and Sattav^du groups; 
Trichinopoli area (182) ; flora of the outliers (183) ; comparison with other groups. Kota- 
Maleri groups (184), fauna and flora (185), presei^ce of a Panchet fossil* correlation with 
the Denwa group. Chikiala group (186). Jabalpur group, flora (187), relative age. 
Um la group (188), flora of the Umia and Katrol groups; Kathiawar plant beds (189)* 
relation of Kathiawar and Umia beds to Jabalpur group (190). 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOMOTAXIS CF THfe GONDWAnA SYSTEM. 

Controversy now extinct (191)* afflnities of the Damuda and Rajmahdl flora (194 
Heterogeneous character of the floras* difflculty of determining relationship of fossil plants. 
Alliances of the Panchet flora (,193) of the Umia and Jabalpur floras (194), palaeontological 
contradiction in the Umia group. Affinities of the Gondwana faunas (195;, Gondwana 
forain Tongking (i96> Gondwanas of Afghanistan (19;). Coal measures of Australia. 
Bacchus marsh beds, glacial origin* correlated with Talchir beds ; sequence in New South 
Wales* marine carboniferous (198), glacial boulder beds* contemporaneous with Bacchus 
marsh beds* flora of the Stony creek and Newcastle beds (199), affinities with the Damuda 
floras, equivalence of Newcastle and Barakar groups. Hawkesbury group, recurrence of 
cold (200), indications of cold in the Panchet group, probable equivalence. Soptji Africa, 
Karoo series (207), characters and distribution (202), classification, Karharbari and Damuda 
plants in the Ecca and Beaufort floras, glacial boulder bed in Ecca group (203)* reptilian 
fauna of the Beaufort beds, Australian facies of Stormberg flora (204), Uitenhage series* 
affinities with Rajmahal flora (2.)5). Correlation of the rock groups, equivalence and upper 
carboniferous age of the glacial beds and of the Barakar* Beaufort* and Newcastle groups* 
permo-carboniferous age (206), Panchet, Stormberg, and Hawkesbury beds, trias. Rajmahal 
group, doubtful age (2<^7)* minor uncertainties oJ the correlation (20S7, range in time of the 
Gondwana system. Evidence of a former land connection with Africa (209' , close connection 
of Gondwana and African floras necessitates land connection (210), evidence of marine 
provinces in Jurassic and cretaceous periods ; bearing on doctrine of permanence of 
pceanic areas (21 ij, and on the constitution of the earth’s interior. Probable changes of 
latitude, carboniferous glacial beds within the tropics (212), recent evidence of ♦secular 
changes of latitude (213), Fisher’s theory of the constilutioa of the earth (214 


CHAPTER IX. 

Marine Jurassic Rocks. 

Absence in peninsular area. Cutch (215), general distribution and SMbdivision (21^, 
classification (217); Patcham group (218); Chari group, subdivisions, macrocephalus 
beds (219), Dhesa oolite* general distribution (220), relations cl the Ct^fhahp^Jd $ Kalrol 
group (221), Kantkot sandstone, distribution and rdation of X\\^€iffi^alopod^ (2^2), 
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general description (223), pataeonlologtcal contradiclitm between flora and fauna 
(224), upper oolitic age. Correspondence of horizons with Europe (225), general results 
of the examination of the Cutch Cephalopoda, Jurassic rocks of Wcatem Rdjpntdii4 
f326)» Bdlmer sandstone, Jaisalmer limestone, Bedesar and Parihar groups (397), Afwr 
group or Kuchri ammonite bed. Salt range, connection in Cutch jurassics (228). Hima- 
layas, Spiti shales, Giumal sandstone, Jurassics of Haxdra (329). Doubtful Jurassics of 
Western Garhwdl, Tdl beds. (330.) 


CHAPTER X. 

Marine cretaceous rocks of the Indian Peninsula. 

History (231), distribution and relation to other rocks (232), classifleation. Uiatur 
group, general description (233), coral reefs, littoral character of upper beds, derivation 
of sediment from the north (234), fossil wood, distribution, fauna (235), middle cre- 
taceous, presence of older forms; Trichinopoli group, general description, granitic 
pebbles (236), source of the pebbles, littoral character of deposits, unconformable to Uta- 
tur group (237), distribution, fauna, jurassic types (238) ; Ariyaliir group, possible sub- 
division (239), conformity to Trichinopt)li group, distribution (240), relation to older and 
ncMer rocks, mode of formation, richness of fauna (241), upper cretaceous age, jurassic 
types, abundance of gasteropoda, occurrence of Megalosaurus an oolitic reptile (242). 
Richness of South Indian cretaceous fauna (243), palaeontological anomalies, creta- 
ceous fossils of Sripermatur (244); distribution of invertebrate fossils, in the groups 
(245). Aflinities of fauna with Khdsi hills cretaceous fauna (246), and with Soutji African 
cretaceous fauna (247), former continuity of coast line. Western India, Bagh beds 
(248)* general description, nodular limestone, Deola and Chirdkh&n marl, coralline lime- 
stone (249), fauna of the groups (250), correlatioa, Cenomanian age, contrast to fauna of 
South Indian cretaceous (251), large proportion of European forms, cretaceous fauna of 
Arabia, contrast with South African fauna (253), a land barrier between the marine prov« 
inces. Nimdr sandstone, doubtful cretaceous age, possibly Mahadeva Wadhwdn sand- 
stones of Kdthiawdr (253), equivalence with Nimar sandstones, and age. Stratigrapbical 
relation 19 Deccan trap (254). 


CHAPTER XI. 

Deccan Trap. 

Extent (255), name, peculiarities of scenery (256), vegetation, petrology, abundance 
of amygdaloids (257), columnar structure, volcanic ash (258), bole beds, mineral constitu- 
ents (259), secondary minerals, zeolites (260), horizontality of bedding, thinnt ss of separ- 
ate flows (261), sedimentary beds, thickness of the series (262). Lametd group, general 
description (263), relations to underlying rocks, and to overlying trap, distribution, rarity 
of fossils t264), fauna. Intertrappeans (265), general description (2r6), alternation with 
traps, small extent of individual beds, distribution (267), fossils, fresh water origin. 
Rdjdmahendri outcrops (268), infratrappean, fossils, relation cretaceous of Southern Indian 
marine origin, doubtful correlation with Lametd group (269), intcrtrappeaiis, description 
fossils, estuarine origin (270), relationship of fauna. Intertrappeans of Bombay, position 
in trap series (271), confined to uppermost beds, description (272) fossils, deposited in 
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marshes (273). Origift of the traps, characteristics of subaqueous eruptfonsi absencq 
of stratified ash beds, or marine organisms in the Deccan traps (274), Uneven $urn 
face of underlying rocks, subaerial erosion of High beds, fresh water erigin of inters 
stratihed sedimentary beds (275), hypothesis of subaqueous origin in a large lake rejected 
(276), difficulty of accounting for horiaontality. Sources of eruption, evidence of gsH 
beds, distribution of dykes (277), Rijpipla hills, supposed vents in the Konjkan, trachytic 
cores (278), distiibution of dykes outside trap area (279), lavas flowed far from their 
sources. Age of the Deccan trap, unsatisfactory evidence of Rdjdmahendri beds, inter* 
trappean fauna (280), relation to eocene of France and Laramie of America, relation to 
cretaceous of Narbadd valley (281) and to tertiary in Surat, Cutch, and Sind, general 
conclusion (282). Recapitulation, history of the Deccan trap period (2S3). 


CHAPTER XIL 

CRBTACfOUS ROCKS OF THE EXTRA FENINSULAR AREA. 

Continuity of cretaceous and tertiary deposits, breaks in the succession only local* Iso- 
fated exposuies of lower cretaceous rocks (285), Cutch, Chichdli pass, Hazara. Cretaceous 
of Sind (286), Hippunte limestone {287), CardUabeaumonii beds (288), age, volcanic beds* 
Baluchistdn (289), Hippunte limestone, Belenudte beds, unconformity, Dunghan group (29o)> 
palaeontological anomaly of fauna ; section near Khelit (291) ; Suldimin range. Petroleum 
(292). Afghanistan, Kandahar section, volcanic beds, basic (293)1 eud syenitic intrusions . 
Turkistdn section. Central Himalayas, Chikkim series (204). Thibet. Asham, Khasi hills^ 
coal beds, Chera sandstone (295), original limitation, Garo hills, jaintia hills (296). Arakan 
Yoma, Mad group, rocks included and extent. Supposed cretaceous of Tenasserim (297)* 


CHAPTER Xllf. 

TERTMRY DEPOSITS {excluding those of the Himalayas), 

Peninsular tertiary confined to west coast. Travancore (299). Ratnagiri. Surat and 
Pjioach, lalente beds (300), nummulites, upper gravelly beds (30 1\ no nummulites. Ter- 
tiary of extra peninsular area, difierence between upper and lower. Terliaries of Sind, classic 
fication 1302). Rdnikot group, description (303) age; BaluchisUn area, Ghdsij group] 
PseudO'COnglomerate (302), coal seams, original limitation ; conformity of tertiary with 
cretaceous. Kfrlhar group in Sind (305), Rohri hills, local unconformity to Rdnfkot group, 
change of character to the south (306), relation to Rdnikot, evidence of the cbSinodemis • 
Baluchistdn area, Spintangi group, nodular structure, gypsum beds (307) ; outll^ife in Western 
Rdjputdna. Ndri group in Sind, subdivision (308), possible original limitation, change 
of character to the south (309), possible fluviatile origin of upper Ndri, age, exposures In 
Baluchistdn (310). Gdj group in Sind, absence of nummulites, passage into Manchhar 
series, change of character to the south (31 1), general conformity and local unconformity. 
Ndri group, fossils (312). Manchhar series, equivalent to Siwdliks, subdivision, differ- 
ence between lower and upper (313), local unconformity to lower beds, general conformity, 
marine beds to the south (314), distribution ; Mekrdn group (315), fossils, probable marine 
equivalent of the Manchhars. Fossils of the Manchhar series (316), character of the 
vertebrate fauna (31 7). Baluchistdn area, unoGwAMnmi^ between SiwtiSk end iiitinn|itilitilc» 
Siwdliks of the Quetta valley plsine, dietutbed ifver gravels (318), vertebiatf, sad abenant 
fresh water molInenMMefls in Bugti hUls. Tertiaries of Cutch (31 9). illation to Decg^ 
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clftssil^tion (3*0) j siib*numinidittc group } gypseous sliales ; nummuKtic limestoive 
(331]; arenaceous group; argillaceous group, equivalent toGdj; upper tertiary (323), 
KaUiUwAr, eocene oatcropt. mlocene be4s, nppa tertiaries of Perint island(323i, 'MarntnaUfta 
tuii«.I>w«tkil>eda(324). Afg^iAa TuiklatAn. Kohdt tertiaries, classification (325)9 rock 
and gypsum (326), difference from Salt range Salt Marl, nummulitic beds (327), upper 
tertiaries* B^ceae TOlcanic beds of Thai. Assam, Garo hills nummulitic (328), increase 
of limestone to the east ; Khdsi hills, Cherapunji coal (329), relation to cretaceous fossils 
(33o)f a limit of deposition, easterly extension of nummulitics. Coal measures of upper 
Assam (331), probable eocene age. Upper tertiaries, Giro hills, marine beds (33 J), disturb- 
ance, outliers on high ground (333), Ndgi and Manipur hills, upper Assam {33 0 Dis- 
tribution of upper tertiaries, original esitent, special upheaval in Manipur (335)* Tertiaries 
of Burma, classification, nummulitics (336), general description (337), coal bed, exposures 
west of the Arakan V oma ; Pegu group (338), Sitsyahn shales, Prome beds, volcanic bed, 
extent (339) possible cretaceous inliers, possible representative west of Arakan Yomau 
Fossil wood group (340), fossil wood, vertebrate fossils (341)- shark's teeth, probable fresh 
water origin, former extension (342) ; Upper Burma, volcanic outbursts. Tertiary coal 
bearing beds of Tennasserim (3 ^3). Andaman and Nicobar islands, Archipelago series 
(344)- 


CHAPTER XIV, 

TertuRibs op the Himalayas {tnchtdittg the North- WesUm Pnnjah)^ 

Two areas, central and outer Himalayas. Indus valley, glacial beds (3t5)i doubtful 
tertiary age, nummulitic limestone, volcanic beds 1346), original extension, outliers; 
(347)» tertiaries of Kundes. Doubtful tertiaries north of Sakkitn. Outer Himalayas (34H), 
classification, Sirmur series, Subdthu group (349) ferruginous bottom bed. relation to 
older rocks; Dagshdi group (350), Kasaull group, passage from marine to fresh water 
conditions ; Subathu inliers of Jammu hills (351) Salt Range tertiaries, nummulitic 
limestone, Curdita beaum^nti beds. Hill nummalitic limestone of Hazara (352), inliers 
in newer tertiaries. Correlation of Eocene beds, east and west of the Jehlam (353). Salt 
range nummulitics older than Subathu, unconformity at top of Salt range nummulitic lime- 
stone, possible equivalence to hill nummulitic limestone, older than Subathu • 334)« Murree 
beds, age, mammalian fossils from supposed Murree beds (355). Siwfilik series ; lower 
Stwaliks. Nahan group '336), lithological similarity to Dagshai group, distinctness, Umi> 
tation (357), fossils; middle and upper Siw^liks, subaerial origin of Stwaliks (35 3) thickness. 
Age of the Siwdhkb, Molluscan (359) and mammaUan faun a, pleistocene and miocene types, 
general character of fauna (361), large proportion of recent mixed with miocefie genera 
(362), evidence of reptiles, fishes, and birds, pliocene age (363); relation to Manchhar fauna 
of Sind. Pikermi beds (364), fauna, affinities to Siwdlik, miocene species (365), pliocene 
age. Migration of miocene mammals of Europe to Africa (367), and to India, non-exist- 
ence of Himalayas m miocene period. Relation of Siwilik to recent fauna, disappear* 
ance of dominant types (367), influence of the glacial period. 


CHAPTER XV, 

Latbrite. 

Laterite, importance, order of description (369). composition, character (370), scoria* 
ceous aspect (371), lithomarge, detrital nature, recementation, barrenness (372). High level 
and low level laterite, distinaion of distribution, no distinction of character (373), difficulty 
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o 4 d«ftrftal or ttoti*d€(ntdl origin 6f laicrlt^ DlstribiUion oiliig^ levd Me* 

rftl (374), lal^lte of Rajmahal 'hi^ (d75)» denudalion and antiquity of the higit level 
Idbrife distribiHlon of loir levd laterfte (378)» origin Of laterite^ chemical changd*^ 
thjinsfertnce of iron oxide, hypbthesisbf brigfoby Olteraikdi of bastffc (379), 
bksalt into laterite, deficiency of iron In basalt (3B0), absence of ^mygdulea in iatetite, only 
certain lava* flows capable of alteration Into laterite, hypothesis not universally applicable 
{381), difficulties of supposing sedimentary origin, resistance to denudation, detrita! origin 
Bundetkhand laterite (382), former continuity high level laterite of Bundetkhand and 
the Deccan. Laterite Of Malabar, vedcnlar variety (383I, pellety variety of detriM origin^ 
vesicular laterite formed in shu. Iron ores of Ulster, hyj^hesit of origin In marshes by 
action of vegetation (384). Summary of theories, defioithm of laterite, laterite partly formed 
by de€otiqM>8ition of underlying rocks, difficulties, large proportion of iron (385I, time an 
element in Its formation, thickness of some patches due to deposition in marshes, climatic 
conditions of formation (386), Geological age in part tertiary (387), partly still being 
formed. Laiente of east coast, not true laterite, mode of origin, stone implements (388), 
post tertiary origin, denudation, antiquity (389). 


CHAPTER XVI. 

PtEiSTOCENB AND RECENT DEPOSITS (exclusive of the Indp-Gafigetic ollmtumX 

Extent, difficulty of sepaiation from tertiary (391), classification. Cuddalore sand* 
stones, extent (392), fossil wood, age and origin (393}, Warkalfi beds, possibly tertiary (394). 
bf^iliolite of Kdtbiawdr. Cave deposits (395). AHqvial deposits, valley plain§ of Narbadd 
and Tdpti, alluvium of eastward flowing rivers (396), Narbada alluvium (397), occupies a 
rock basin, fossil fauna (398), stone implement, relatioas of fauna (399), fluviatile origin 
(400) ; Tdpti and Puma alluvium, salt wells. Goddvari alluvial gravels (401), fossils, 
Kistna alluvium (402), fossils and flint implements ; diamond gravels ; East Coast allu- 
vium (403), sub-fossil sl^ells, thickness, lignite at Pondicherri (404), submerged fbrest 
at Vdllmukam; smooth water anchorages of West Coast (405); alluvium of West 
Coast (406), submerged forest at Bombay, coastal alluvium of Narbadd and 
Tdpti (407I ; Gujardt and Kdthidwdi, littoral concrete (408) Lake deposits. Soils (409), 
red soil; Reguri^io), composition (411}, fertility, distribution (412), theories of origin 
( 4 I 4 )» Peat. Blown sand (415), Teri or red sandhills. RxtrS-peiilnsuIar area ; hilts west 
of the Indus (416), disturbed snbrecent beds, gravel fans, the Karex (417), loeds, psendd- 
tacttstrtne deposits. Potwdr alluvium, erratic blocks (418), raised Indus gra\e]s, floods of 
the Indus (419), fossils in alluvium. Himdiayas; Kashmir, Karewas (420); Nepdl (4SI). 
Hunde, mammalian fauna (422). Eastern bills, Manipur, upper Chiadwia valley (423). 
|}orma, Engdatn tract of older alluvium (424) Irawadi delta (42s) 


CHAPTER XVII. 

The Indo-Ganostic plain. 

Extent {427), unity of Gangetic and Indus plains, no evidence of marine conditions in 
Upper India (429). probable recent presence of sea in Sind (430), older and newer allu- 
vium (43*) Thickness of alluvium (432), Calcutta boring, pebbles, peat bed (433) ; Bofjngf 
M Lbeknow (414)1 Agra, Umballa^ Sabsalkot ( 435 )* Fossils in Jumna nlluVlum, 
Ksptenatioa of ihcf terms kanhar (436)> bhdbeir (437)^ fonfiV hUngaw, khAdm, bhur (438), 
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the Bralitiiapiitra iii Asaam {434)« DeHa o{. the Gzng^ ^n 4 
ol river3 (4.10), tiiMckt^ardness of eastern deta* change of of the, 
Bc»hniap«tra( 44 *)* ‘awatch ^ ik> ground..* The Mddirapitf jungle ( 44 a}» age of tkfi 
Oeugee ddtg, former centintiitf pf Gaiier^C and Pwyeb lines (443). ADuvium of 
Upper India (444)9 cause of distinction between bhdngar and khdhr (44$)* course of the 
Ganges (44^)^ Ch^ges of level. Reh or Kolar^ origin of Reh salts (447)* cause of con- 
centration, influence of canals. Salt wells (448). Alluvium of the Punjab ; lost rfver pf; 
the ladian desert (449)> former independent course of the Sutlej, the Sarms^ti of the 
Ved4s (450); recent origin of the Khddar. Alluvium of the Indus in Sind, passage of the 
Indus through hills at Sukkur (451)9 changes in the course of the Indus. Indus delta 
(452). Rann of Cutch (453)* changes of level (454). Desert of western Rajputana^ two 
types of sandhills (455), longitudinal type (456), origin, derivation of the send (457)- 
Other tracts of sandhills (458). 


CHAPTER XVIIL 

THE AGE AND ORIGIN OF THE HIMALAYAS. 

Geographical limitation of the Himalayas, views regarding their orography (459), moun- 
tain chains of the north-west termination (460^ main range probably an aggregate of 
separate chains. Three orographical regionsi Tibet (461), snowy range and lower Himd- 
layaSy Sub-Himlilayast leaser elevation due to leaser upheaval (462). Drainage system» 
rivers cross main range, cause, cutting back of transverse valleys (463), direct evidence. 
Stratigraphicai zones correspond with orographical (464). Tertiaries of the sub-Hima- 
layas, distribution (465), local conformities and unconformities (466), formed duria^ disturb- 
ance; the main boundary fault (467) an original limit of deposition (468) ; sub-montane 
recent deposits, relation to present river valleys, a similar relation in upper kiwdliks 
(469) ; Himalayas existed in pliocene times. Siwaliks deposited in an area Of subsidence, 
encroachment of hills on area of deposition (47 0 - Fisher’s theory of n oontain formation, 
modification in the case of the Himalayas, agreement with observed facts (472). Theory 
tested, evidence of the borings (476). Himalayas non-existent in eocene period (477), 
absence of conglomerates in lower Siwdliks (47 B), tertiary age of the Himalayas, evidence 
of the Tibetan fauna (479). Opposing views ; greater antiquity, Middlemiss, successive 
boundaries Of the Sub- Himalayas (481). comparative disturbance of tertiaries end older 
locks, transverse str ke (4S2), definition of the age Of the Hlmdlayas, disturbance in Hitni- 
layan rocks partly pre-Himfilayan, recent origin, Howorth (483), supposed absence Of 
glaciation, reason for abseuce of ice sheet (484)* post tertiary increase of height, differentia^ 
movements of surface, evidence of Hpndes plieistocene fossils (485), desiccation of Tibetan 
lakes, origin of Tibetan lakes (486/, Himalayas at their maximum development. Sup- 
posed connection between sedimentation and mountain ranges (487), sedimentary deposits 
of the north-west Himalayas, absence in Eastern Himalayas (488), divergence in two 
areas, position and elevation of the Himalayas not due to sedimentation (4^9). 
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CHAPTER I. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Scope of tbe work — Threefold division of British India — Contrast betweei extra peninsular and 
peninsular aieas — Mountain ranges of the Penin ula — Extra-peninsular mountain ranges 
— Drainage of extra-peninsular ranges — River system of the Peninsula — Evidence of 
changes of level in the Peninsula — Changes of coast line— Glacial epoch in India — 
Volcanoes — Doubtful casts of vokanic action — Salses, oi mud volcanoes. 

T he limits of the area, whose geology is tieateci of in this book, coincide 
with the limits of the jurisdiction of the Governor-General of India. In 
some few cases refeiences to the geolog) of adjoining countries will be 
found, but such are not many, and are all imperfect as they depend on 
observations which were made during hurried tiaverses and under cir- 
cumstances precluding the idea of detailed geological work In spite of 
these drawbacks the lesults have often been important, inteiesting and 
impossible to ignore, but there is generally less reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the knowledge obtained of countries across the border than 
to deplore our ignorance of large tracts within it. 

The general shape and principal features of British India, the great 
triangular promontory with the pear-shaped island of Ceylon south-east of 
its extremity, the great lange of the Himalayas to the north, and the large 
area of Buima to the east, running down into the narrow stiip of Tenasserim 
along the east coast of the Bay of Bengal, are well enough known, as well 
as' the principal political divisions of the empire. But, for geological pur- 
poses, the important point to be noticed is the threefold division of this 
area into, /.?/, the great Indo Gangetic alluvial plain, comprising the Tunjab 
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and Hi ndustdn proper, \^ith Bengal and the eastern prolongations up the 
valleys of the Brahmaputra and the Bdrak ; j?;///, the triangular area of the 
Peninsula, lying to the south ; and jrdf the extra-peninsular area, compris- 
ing the hilly country >\est, north, and east of the Indo-Gangetic plain. 

Nor is this division an arbitrary one. The geological history of the pen- 
insular and extra-peninsular areas has been radically different. Since 
the latter end of the palaeozoic era the former appears to have been an 
area of dry land ; no sedimentary formations of marine origin have been 
found except near the present sea coasts, and there they thin out against 
the older rocks on which they rest, in a manner suggesting that the shoie 
line cannot have been very far removed from the present position of the 
coast when they were being deposited. In the extra-peninsular area, on 
the other hand, marine deposits range through the palaeozoic and mezozoic 
eras, and only in the latter part of the tertiary period is there any great 
development of deposits formed on dry land. 

Structurally too the two areas differ greatly. The Peninsula has under- 
gone no great compression since the close of the palaeozoic era, and the 
beds all lie at low angles of dip. In the extra-peninsular area the con- 
ditions are totally different; the rocks have every vvheie undergone great 
compression and disturbance since the commencement of the tertiary 
period, a disturbance which ranges in degree from the comparatively 
legular, though high dipping, folds of the Baluchistan and f’unjab hills, to 
the complicated overfolds and thrust faults of the Himdlayas. 

This difference in geological history finds its expression in the differ- 
ence of the present contours of the two areas. In the extra-peninsular 
area we have mourftain ranges which coincide with regions of special eleva- 
tion, that is, the courses of the principal chains, and often of the minor 
ridges, are governed by their structure and are the direct result of the 
compression, and consequent disturbance and elevation they have under- 
gone. As a result of this, the valleys are deep, narrow, and steep-sided, 
ttie rivers and streams rapid and torrential in their nature, and, as a 
.rule, evidently actively at work in deepening their valleys. In the penin- 
sular area, on the other hand, the mountains are all remnants of large 
table-lands, out of which the valleys and low lands have been carved. The 
valleys, with a few local exceptions, are broad and open, the gradients of 
the rivers low, and the wdiole surface of the country presents the gently 
undulating aspect characteristic of an ancient land surface. 

Such, broadly speaking and subject to some minor exceptions, are the 
contrasting characteristics of the two areas. In the country lying west 
of the Ar^vallis, between them and the Indus, there is a tract of geo- 
graphically debateable ground, which exhibits a combination of the 
cbafacteristics of the two areas. ‘^Ilie rocks exposed are very largely 
secondary and tertiary beds of marine origin, agreeing in this with those of 
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the extra-peninsular area, while in their low undulating dips and absence 
of any marked degree of disturbance, they approach the type of the penin- 
sular area. On the north-east again beds, belonging to formations^which 
are characteristically peninsular, are found in the HimAlayas of Sikkim 
and north of the Assam valley and in the hills intervening between the 
Brahmaputra and Bdrak rivers. We will find the explanation of these ex- 
ceptions to the geological contrast between the two areas in the gieat 
structural disturbances which took place during the tertiary period, and 
profoundly modified the outlines of that ancient land surface of which 
the Peninsula proper is but a remnant. 

The nomenclature of Indian mountain ranges is still a difficulty, it being 
a rare exception that any definite term is applied to a mountain chain, 
throughout its extent, by the people of the country. In many parts of India 
peaks and passes have names, but the ranges have none and, even if names 
exist, their application is not unfrequently vague. Thus, the ancient name 
of ' Vindhya,’ applied to the hills separating Hindustan proper or the Gan- 
getic country from the Deccan (Dakshin or south), has now, by common 
consent, been restricted to the hills north of the Narbada, but it appears 
almost certain that the term originally applied also to the ranges now known 
as SAtpura, south of the river, and it is very probable that the latter hills were 
more especially indicated by the term “Vindhya” than the former. The 
term “Sitpura " again was of very indefinite application and probably in- 
cluded other ranges besides that to which it is now restricted. The names 
here applied are those employed by the latest writers on Indian geography, 
but some of them are by no means generally adopted on maps. 

The most inipoitant mountain ranges of the Peninsula are the Sahyadri, 
or Western GhAts, running along the western coast from the TApti river to 
Cape Comorin, at the southern extremity of the Peninsula; the SAtpura, 
running east and west on the south side of the NarbadA valley, and 
dividing it fiom the drainage areas of the TApti to the westward, and the 
GodAvjiri to the eastward; and the Aravalli, striking neaily south-west to 
north-east, in RAjputAna. The so-called Vindhyan range, north of the 
NarbadA, and the eastern continuation of the same north of the Son valley, 
known as the KAimur range, are merely the southern scarps of the Vindhyan 
plateau comprising Indore, BhopAl, Bundelkhand, etc. The plateaux ctf 
HazAribAgh and ChutiA NAgpur (Chota Nagpore) m south-western Bengal 
appear to form a continuation to the eastward of the SAtpura range, but 
there is no real connection between these elevations and the SAtpura chain. 
They are formed of different rocks and there is no similarity in the geo- 
logical history of the two areas, so far as it is knowh. In many maps a 
range of mountains is shown along the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and 
called the Eastern GhAts. This chain has not the same unity of structure 
or outline as the Western GhAts. It is composed to the soutliward of the 
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south-eastern scarj^of the south Mysore plateau, on the east of the Yella- 
konrla range along the eastern margin of the Cuddapah transition basin, 
and further north of tlie south-eastern scarp of the Bastdr-Jaipur pla- 
teau, north-west of Vizagapatam, and of several short isolated ridges of 
metamorphic rocks, separated from each other by broad plains and having 
in reality but little connection with each other. There are also several 
minor ranges, such as the RAjmahdl hills in western Bengal, the Indhyidri 
between the T^pti and Goddvari, the Nal’amalai (Nullamullay) near Cud- 
dapah, north-west of Madras, and the little metamorphic plateaux, such 
as the Shevaroys, Pachamalai, etc., scattered over the low country of 
the Carnatic, south-west of Madras. 

The peculiarity of all the main dividing ranges of India is that they 
are merely plateaux, or portions of plateaux, which have escaped denudation. 
There is not throughout the length and breadth of the F^eninsula, with the 
possible exception of the Arivalli, a single great range of mountains 
that coincides with a definite axis of elevation, not one, with the exception 
quoted, is along an autidinal or synclinal ridge. Peninsular India is, in 
fact, a table-land worn away by sub-aerial denudation, p^erhaps to a 
minor extent on its margins by the sea, and the mountain chains are 
merely the dividing lines, left undenuded between different drainage areas. 
The Sahyddri range, the most important of all, consists to the northward 
of horizontal or nearly horizontal strata of basalt and similar rocks, cut 
into a steep scarp on the westtrn side by denudation, and similarly eroded, 
though less abruptly, to the eastward. The highest summits, such as 
Mahdbaleshwar (4,540 feet*) are perfectly flat-topped, and are clearly un- 
denuded remnants of a great elevated plain. South of about 16® north 
latitude, the horizontal igneous rocks disappear, the range is composed 
of ancient metamorphic strata, and here there is, in some places, a distinct 
connection between the strike of the foliation and the direction of the hills, 
but still the connection is only local and the dividing range consists either 
of the western scarp of tlie Mysore plateau, or of isolated hill groups, 
apparently owing their form to denudation. Where the rocks are so 
ancient as are those that form all the southern portion of the Sahyddri, it is 
almost impossible to say how far the original direction of the range is due 
to axes of disturbance; but the fact that all the principal elevations, such 
as the Nilgiris (Neilgherries), Palnfs (Pulneys), etc., some peaks of which 
rise to over 8,000 feet, are plateaux, and not ridges, tends to show that 
denudation has played the principal share in determining their contour. 

The southern portion of the Sahyddri range is entirely separated from 
the remainder by a broad gap, through Avhich the railway from Madras to 
Beypur passes west of Coimbatore. The Anamalai, Palnf, and Travan- 
core hills, south of this gap, and the Shevaroy and many other hill groups 
scattered over the Carnatic, may be remnants of a table-land once united 
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to the Mysore plateau, but separated from it and from each other by 
ancient marine denudation. Except the peculiar form of the hills, there 
is but little in favour of this view, but on the other hand there is nothing 
to indicate that the hill groups of the Carnatic and Travancore are areas 
of special elevation. 

The whole of the western Sitpuras, from their western termination in 
the Rdjpipla hills to Asirgarh, consist of basaltic traps, like the Sahyidri. 
It is true the bedding is not horizontal, but the dips are low and irre- 
gular, and have no marked connection with the direction of the range. 
The central Sitpuras, comprising the Pachmarhf or Mahddeva hills, from 
the gap in the range at Asirgarh to near Narsinghpur, are composed chiefly 
of horieontal, or nearly horizontal, traps, but partly of sandstones and of 
metamorphic rocks, and there is here again, as in the southern Sahyddri, 
some connection between the strike of the foliation in the latter and the 
direction of the ranges. The highest peaks, however — those of Pachmarhi 
(4,380 feet) — are of horizontal mesozoic sandstones. Faither east still 
the Siltpuras consist entirely of horizontal traps, terminating in the plateau 
of Amarkantak, east of Mandld. Past of this plateau there is, north of 
Bildspur, a broad expanse of undulating ground at a lower level, and 
farther to the eastward again rises the melamorphic plateau of Chutid 
Ndgpur, capped in places by masses of horizontal trap and latente. 1 hcse 
formations were apparently once tontinuous, across the low ground near 
Rildspur, with the same strata on an equal elevation at Amarkantak. 
Similar outliers occur on the Bundelkhand plateau, north of the Narbadd, 
all tending to the same conclusion — that the low valleys of central India 
are merely denudation hollows, cut by rain and rivers out of the original 
plateau of the Peninsula. The chief exceptions to this law— the instances 
in which the strike and dip of the rocks appear to have produced import- 
ant effects on the contour of the country— are to be found amongst the 
mctamorphic and transition formations. 

It is true that some small ridges arc formed of azoic and mcsozoic .sand- 
stones, in places where the beds of these systems have been disturbed, 
but the only important lines of disturbance in either appear to be due to 
older axes of metamorphic foliation, and it is a rare case to find that the 
strike of the sandstones appears to have much effect upon the directions of 
the hills and valleys. A possible exception occurs in the Dimodar valley 
in Bengal, but even this is a disputed case, and the subject will be dis- 
cussed in the chapters relating to the Gondw^na system. 

This remarkable absence in the Indian Peninsula of any evidence of 
disturbance in late geological times-a feature which abruptly distinguishes 
the whole area from the remainder of Asia-wiil be further noticed in the 
sequel; at present it is sufficient to remember that the principal mountain 
chains of the Indian Peninsula are, with one exception, not coincident with 
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axes of disturbancs or elevation, and to note the contrast in the extra 
peninsular area. 

The Aravalli differs from the other great ranges of India in being 
entirely composed of disturbed rocks, with the axes of disturbance cor* 
responding with the direction of the chain. I'he formations found in the 
Aravalli range belong to the transition rocks, and are of great antiquity ; 
for the most part they are much altered, they are quite unfossiliferous, 
and there is evidence which renders it probable that the elevation of the 
range dates from a period anterior to the deposition of the Vindhyan 
rocks, themselves of unknown age but almost certainly not of later date 
than carboniferous, w hilst the fact that these Vindhyan rocks are found 
almost horizontal in the neighbourhood of the Aravalli range, on both 
sides of the chain, shows that here, as elsewhere in the Peninsula, the 
forces which have affected the extra-peninsular area in later geological 
epochs have not beer felt. 


Passing to the other side of the Indo-Gangetic plain — no matter whether 
the region reached be to the \vet»twaid in Sind and the Punjab, to the 
northward in the Himalayas, or to the eastward in Chittagong and Burma 
-—the mountain ranges, with the exception of the Salt-range and the Assam 
range, are everywhere composed of disturbed and contorted beds, and the 
disturbance has invariably affected rocks of late geological age. The 
amount of alteration ma} be small or great, the hills may consist of simple 
anticlinal folds as in Sind, or of the most complicated inversions as in parts 
of the Himalayas, the strike of the bedding may vary from east and west 
to north and south, but two characters are constant — great disturbance 
affecting all the formations, and the coincidence of the direction of the 
ranges with synclinal and anticlinal axes. 

'Fhe nomenclature of extra-peninsular mountain ranges is compassed 
with the same difficulty as those of the Peninsula, owing to the absence of 
local names except for individual ridges, peaks or passes, and has been 
further complicated by a w’ant of unanimity among geographers as to the 
true limit of the term * mountain range.' Different geographers have recog- 
nised from two to seven distinct ranges in that great system of mountains, 
collectively known as the Himalayas, which rises to the north of the Indo- 
Gangetic plain, and the opinions regarding the true western limit of the 
principal range have varied from that which regards it as ending in the 
Simla spur to that which looks on it as continuous with the Hindu Kush. 

These contradictory opinions are all more or less correct, according 
to the limited point of view gf the individual author, but if we look below 
the accidents of surface contour to the underground structure of this great 
mass of hills, we find in their geological structure and composition that they 
owe their elevation to a great .serio.s of earth movements, which must be 
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regarded as a single and continuous system of disturbance^ and this 
structural unity is now generally held to unite the separate chains into 
a single system of mountains to which the term of ^ range ' is inapplicable, 
unless we give it a wider application than is usual. The details of the 
physical geography of this great system of mountains, which stretches from 
the Indus to the Brahmaputra, have so important a bearing on the history 
of its elevation that they will be deferred to a subsequent chapter. 

At its north-western extremity the great snowy range of the 
Himalayas bends round into the Hindu Kush, v\hich runs south-westwards 
along the southern side of the upper Oxus valley. On their southern 
boundary the strike bends round to southwards at the valley of the Jeh- 
1am, and from this termination of the Him41a}as pi oper there extends 
through Afghanistan and Baluchistan a complicated scries of hill ranges of 
whose detailed geography very little is known. 

The proper nomenclature and classilication of these hill ranges is a dif- 
ficult matter to determine, and, in the present stale of our knowledge, both 
geographical and geological, it is impossible to arrive at a satisfactory result 
An attempt has been made to clasvsify these ranges a< cording to the ^‘sys- 
tem of disturbance they belong to, which would hardly need mention 
were it not for the eminence of its author and the nature of the conclu- 
sions arrived at. In his great work Das Antlitz dcr Erde,^' Prof. Suess 
has regarded the Salt-iange of the Punjab as forming part of the foot hills 
of the Hindu Kush, and has united all the ranges between ,it and what is 
known to geographers as the Hindu Kush into one range, on the ground 
that they belong to the ** Hindu Kush S}steni of disturbance.'^ This is 
still a matter for proof. We have no knowledge that there is a unity in th<‘ 
disturbance of the rocks composing these hills, comparable to that seen in 
the Hinidlayas, and until such knowledge is forthcoming it would be use- 
less to adopt a system of nomenclature so opposed to that ordinarily cur- 
rent, and so certain to lead to needless confusion. As regards the Salt- 
range we shall shoitly see that it ought to be classed by itself, and the 
individuality of the Safed Koh range, as depicted on our maps, is so marked 
that it is difficult to believe that it has not also an individuality of structure. 

In one sense the whole of the ranges west of the Indus may be classed 
together, lor there can be little doubt that they were contemporaneously 
elevated, and that the greater part of this upheaval, if not the whole, 
took place within the tertiary era. But, structurally, they may be divided 
into two classes, whose strike is about north and south and east and west, 
respectively, and these two alternate with, and pass into, each other in 
a manner that is at present not understood. 

The most northerly range is the Safed Koh which rune eastwards from 
the neighbourhood of Kibul, forming the south side of the valley of the 
Kcibul river; till it ends in British territory. Further south the Sulai iiiia 
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rangfe is found stri?;ing north and south along the western frontier, and nt 
its southern limit this bends round into the east and west running hills of 
the Bugti country, a strike which extends to near Quetta. The bills again 
take a southerly bend, and the Brahuik and Kirthar ranges run north and 
south Further west the strike again changes, and in western Baluchistan 
the ranges run east and west. 

At their eastern extremity the Himalayas are met, in a manner that 
has not been worked out, by a series of hills which at first strike south- 
westwards, afterwards bending round to a more southerly direction in 
the NigA hills, where the principal ridge is known as the Patkoi. They run 
through the Manipur country southwards, till they are continuous with the 
range of hills, known as the Arakan Yoma, which lies between the Irawadi 
valley and the Bay of Bengal. 

Besides these principal systems of hill ranges there are two minor ones 
to be noticed which, despite a total difference of the rocks they are com- 
posed of, show a considerable similarity in their structure and geogiaphical 
position, subtending as they do the angles between the southern margin 
of the Himalayas and the hills which meet them at either extremity. The 
first of these is the Salt-range in the Punjab, the second that set of hills, 
called for convenience the Assam range, inhabited by the GAro, Khdsi 
and Jaintia tribes, both cases the hills are composed of a plateau 
with a steeply scarped face to the south, along which there is an axis of 
abrupt folding, accompanied by more or less faulting. This similarity of 
structure and position, in spite of great diffeTonce in the rocks of which 
they are composed, would seem to show that their elevation is a direct 
result of the same great series of movements of the earth’s crust which 
resulted in the elevation of the hill ranges forming the exlra-pcninsular 
limits of the Indo-Gangetic aruviuni, but they cannot be regaidedas belong- 
ing to any of the mountain sy«^t^mis whose rc-ente^ring angles they subtend. 

To the east of the Irawadi valley there is a great series of mountain 
chains, stretching southwards through the Sha»i states till it terminates in 
the Malay peninsula, of whose geography and geology even less is known 
than of the hills beyond the western frontier of India. 

The drainage system of the extra-peninsular hills everywhere shows the 
peculiarity that, though the valleys often run along the strike of the hills for 
long distances, the streams and rivers always sooner or later break across 
the axes of maximum elevation. This peculiarity is very noticeable in the 
case of the Himdlayas, w'hose river system must be deferred to a future 
chapter, but is in some respects more conspicuous in the case of the hills 
vvest of the Indus. 

Here the ridges are mostly formed by the hard limestone cores of anti- 
clinal folds through which the streams flow in narrow precipitous*sided 
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gorges, locally knovs n as 'tangi/ They form a very cbaracteristic feature 
on the scenery of the hill country west of the Indus, and are commonly 
attributed to some disruptive force, which opened a way for the stream to 
flow through the mountain. Such is not, however, the true explanation, not 
only can it be disproved in many cases by the continuity of the solid rock 
across the stream bed, but it is inadequate, as it fails to account for the 
broad open valleys invariably found above the gorges. The fact is that they 
have been gradually cut down by the streams that flow through them, and 
the same absence of vegetation which increases the erosive power of rain 
wash on soft clays enabling broad valleys to be formed where they are 
exposed, diminishes its action on the hard limestones, at the same time it 
reduces chemical action to a minimum, and the absence of moisture almost 
entirely deprives the night frosts of their power to disintegrate the rock, 
As a consequence, the steep sides of the lavines cut by the streams, w^here 
they meet with compact rock, remain standing almost perpendicular, while 
in the intervening stretches of soft clay the \ alley wddens out. 

It must not be suppo'^ed that the whole country was elevated to the 
height ot the crests of the ridges through which these ^4angis'^ were cut. 
It will be shown in the sequel that the compression, contortion and con- 
sequent elevation of the hills was taking place at the same time that the 
valleys were being excavated, but sometimes the rate of elexation was too 
great for the streams, and areas of closed drainage were formed in which 
extensive alluvial and aeolian deposits haxe been accumulated. These are 
particulaily common in Baluchistan, where they are usually occupied by a 
broad expanse ot wdnd-blow’ii loess. 

In the eastern hills the same features are to be seen, but, ow’ing to the 
greater rainfall and dense vegetation, as well as to the different type of i*ock 
forming the hills, there is not the same abrupt alternation of broad open x alley 
w ith deep and narroxv gorges as on the xvest. 1'he chemical action of the 
humic acids developed in the jungle-clad soil has smoothed off the steep- 
ness of the sides of the gorges, while the vegetation has protected the sotter 
clays from being so easily washed axxay. As another lesult of the more 
rapid erosion of the stream beds there are no areas of closed drainage, but 
there are broad alluvial valley plains, such as those of Manipur and the Kubo 
valley, xvhere differential movements of elevation of the beds of the streams 
have checked their velocity and compelled them to deposit their solid burden. 

The river system of the Peninsula, omitting the drainage into the 
Ganges and small streams floxving to the west coast, is nearly all taken 
by six large rivers, of w'hith txxo, the Narbadd and 1 dpti, drain the 
north-western portion and escape into the Gulf of Cambay, xvhile the 
drainage of all the rest of the Peninsula, even from the crests of the 
Western Ghdts within sight of the sea, floxvs eastxvards by four great deltaic 
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rivers, the Mahin«df, Goddvari, Kistna, and Cauvery, — the only other 
streams of any importance being the northern and southern Penner. 

This easterly trend of the drainage is probably of very ancient date, as 
there are patches of littoral marine deposits along the east coast, ranging 
as far back as the close of the Jurassic period, which show that, since that 
period at least, the eastern coast of the Peninsula has maintained very much 
its present position. On the west coast no marine sediments older 
than the upper tertiary are known, if we except the cretaceous beds of the 
lower Narbadd valley. At the close of the Deccan trap period, that is the 
commencement of the tertiary era, dry land must have extended consider- 
ably west of the coast line; south of the trap area the evidence is only 
negative, but the absence of any large valleys draining in this direction 
suggests that the present position of the shore line is of more recent origin 
than that of the east coast, and that the earth movements which gave rise to 
it were either too slow, or more probably not of a nature, to change the 
easterly course of the drainage. 

There can be no doubt that, beyond the limits of the Peninsula, there have 
been very great changes in the distribution of land and sea since the com- 
mencement of the tertiary era and, even in the latest pait of it, the great 
disturbances which the rocks have undergone must have been accompanied 
by great changes of shore line. But wdien we come to the post-tertiary pet iod 
and enquire whether, on the whole, there has been elevation or subsidence, 
the evidence is contradictory. In the alluvium of the Gangetic delta, and 
near Pondicherri, beds of peat, at various levels below' the surface of the 
ground, show that there has been subsidence, but this is the usual, if not in- 
variable, condition in a dHta, and it is more than probable that al! the large 
deltas along the coast are being gradually depressed. 

Along the non -deltaic portions of the coast evidences of sub recent eleva- 
tion are found in coral reefs and marine deposits raised above the present 
level of the sea The low^ level laterite of the east coast lies on a gentle 
slope of the older rocks, unaffected by subaerial erosion such as is formed 
by the sea, and must have been deposited either before or shortly after this 
was raised above sea-level. 

The escarpment of the Sahyddri range— a remarkable feature of the hills 
parallel to the western coast of the Peninsula — has frequently been noticed 
as furnishing evidence of a rise of land. Throughout the trap country of the 
Bombay presidency, the Western Ghdts rise from the Konkan in an almost 
unbroken wall, varying in height from 2,000 to 4,000 feet, cut back in places 
by streams, projecting here and there into long promontories, but preserv- 
ing throughout a singular resemblance to sea cliffs. This resemblance, 
however, ceases to a great extent to the southward, where the metamorphic 
rocks replace the horizontal basaltic traps. The escarpments of the MdUv^ 
plateau, north of the Narbadd, and of the Deccan plateau, south of 
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Khandesh) although far inferior in elevation to the scarp of the Sahyadri, 
resemble the latter too clusely in appearance to justify the assumption, 
without further evidence, that the cliffs of the Western Ghdtsare of marine 
origin. The parallelism of the Sahyadri escarpment to the sea-coast is 
suggestive of a connection between the two, and this connection is strength- 
ened by the facts that a thickness of at least 4,000 feet of bedded trap has 
been removed from the surface of the Bombay Konkan, and that the plane 
of marine denudation, alieady mentioned as supporting the low level laterite, 
extends in places nearly to the foot of the scarp. The circumstance that 
the hills of the Sahycidri are inhabited by certain fresh-water mollusca 
belonging to the genus Cremnoconchiis, which is unknown elsewhere 
and is so closely allied to Indian forms of the littoral marine genus 
Ltttorina as to render it probable that both are descended from the same 
ancestors, also tends to strengthen the view that the SahyiCdri mountains 
were formerly washed by the sea. But it is ceitain that great denudation 
has taken place since the scarp was a sea cliff, and it is far from improb- 
able that, if the sea ever extended to the base of the Western Gh^ts, the 
epoch belonged rather to tertiary than post-tertiary times. It is also 
possible that the isolation of the different hill ranges of Southern India, 
and the denudation of the Pdlgh^t Gap, south of the Nilgiri plateau, are 
due in part to ancient marine action of the same date as the formation of 
the Sahyadri escarpment. In this case, as in so many others connected 
with Indian geology, all that is now possible is to suggest probable inter- 
pretations of phenomena, and to leave them for future exploration to 
confirm or contradict. 

On the other hand, a sudden deepening of the sea, at a distance of 
10 to 20 miles from the shore, along the Mekr^n coast, has been sup- 
posed to represent a submerged cliff. More positive evidence of recent 
subsidence is to be found in the occurrence of a number of trees 
imbedded of mud, in the spot where they grew, at a depth of 12 feet 
below low- water mark on the east side of the island of Bombay,^ and in 
the submerged forest at the western end of the Valimukam bay on the 
Tinnevelli coast described by Mr. Foote.* 

Local alterations of level, accompanied by earthquakes, are known to 
have occurred on at least one occasion, namely the great eaithquake of 
Cutch in 1810, when a considerable area in tie Rann of Cutch was suddenly 
submerged.* A more doubtful instance is the elevation and subsidence 
w^hich is said to have taken place on the Arakan coast in the middle 
of the last century, presumably during the great earthquake of 1762. A 
raised beach which is 9 feet above sea-level at Foul island and 22 on the 

> XI, 302, (1878). j 90, (l823);LyeU, PttnCiples of Geology:* 

8 XX, 82, (1883). Sfe also A. B. Wynne, Memoirs, IX, 29, 

* McMurdo, Trans Lit* Soc., Bombay^ HI, I (*872), 
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north-west of Cheduba island, has been attributed to the effects of this 
earthquake which further north is said to have caused the permanent sub- 
mergence of 6o square miles neat Chittagong.^ 

Away from the sea coast, the Andaman and Nicobar islands have 
certainly at one time been connected with Arakan, and the intricate chan- 
nels and long ramifying fjords which penetrate the great Andaman and 
adjoining islands indicate a considerable submergence. Along the coast 
there are, however, indications of minor oscillations of level, both upwards 
and downwards, within the recent period, the last movement being probably 
one of subsidence.* Off the west coast of India the coral archipelagoes of 
the Laccadive and Maidive islands probably mark the site of submerged 
land, though this is a matter still under dispute. 

Besides the changes produced by rise and fall of the sea-level as 
compared with that of the land, there have been minor modifications of 



Fig, I.— Pagoda on the sea-shore at Tranquehar 

the shore line due to erosion and accretion of land. St. Thom5, a short 
distance south of Madias, is said to have formerly been situated 12 
leagues inland and, 40 miles further south, the town of Mah^balipur is 
^aid to have been overwhelmed by the sea.* Still further south, erosion 
of the sea beach at Tranquebar is well attested by old records as well as the 
destruction of a large portion of an old pagoda, whose eastern gate tower 
had been partially destroyed in 1859^ and has probably now been com- 
pletely removed. 


^ Phil Trans,, VIII, 251, (1763) ; G. P. Hal- 
stead, Jour, As, Soc, Bengal, X, 433, (1841) ; 
F. R. Mallet, Records, XI, 190, (1878). 

* S. Kurz, “ Report on the Vegetation of the 
Andaman Islands,’’ Calcutta, 1870; R. D. 


Oldham, Records, XVI II, 143, (1885), 

• T. |, Newbold, Jour, Roy, As, Soc., VI 11 , 
250, (1846). 

* W. King, Mtmoiis,\W, 362, (1864). 
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Evidence of the advance of land is to be found on th^ Tinnevelli coast, 
where the deseited town of Korkai, now five miles inland, has been iden- 
tified with the Kolkoi Emporium of the classical geographeis. About 
600 B.C. this town was the capital of a kingdom and apparently an 
important sea-port. By the tune that Marco Polo visited this coast in 
1292 A.D., the advance of the land had necessitated the abandonment of 
the old port and the establishment of a new one at ‘‘Cail,^^ a town which 
also has decayed and was forgotten till its site was discovered and re- 



Fig 2 —Fart of Tincvelly coast shewing present position of old seaports 

cognised by Bishop Caldwell in the modern village of Kayal, and made 
public in Colonel Yule’s edition of the travels of Marco Polo ^ 

A similar advance of the shore line is said to have taken place on the 
east coast of the Gulf of Cambay, and it is said that the Rann of Cutch 
was once a gulf of the sea with sea-ports on its shores, and that remains of 
ships have been found imbedded ni the mud® The Rann is now a sort of 
debateable land, being flooded during the south-west monsoon and a dry 
barren mud flat during the rest of the year , tiie change, which has 
indubitably taken place, if not so recently as has been supposed, w^as 
doubtless due to silting up, partly aided by a slight elevation of the land. 

The evidences of alteiations of level along the sea coast, which have 
been detailed above, point to a slight elevation of the land during the 
post-tertiary period, though too small to have any appreciable influence 
on the climate. 

* 1st edition. Vol 11 , p 3071(1871) I Ixix, Ixxxv, (1868) , A B Wynne, Memoirs, 

* Trans Geog Soc pp Ivi, ' IX, 26, (1872) 
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This is important in its bearing on the evidence that there is of the 
cold of the glacial period having been felt in the peninsula of India 
There is no physical evidence, so far as is known, of a geologically recent 
cold epoch, and some geologists have doubted whether India was affected 
by the glacial period. In the Himcllayas there is everywhere abundant 
evidence of the glaciers having extended to lower levels than they 
reach. Grooved and polished rock surfaces have been found now at as 
low a level as 7,500 feet in Pdngi,* and in a higher latitude large boulders 
are found imbedded in the fine silt of the Potwar at an elevation of 
less than 2,000 feet above the sea.* Besides these there are many cases of 
large erratic blocks and supposed morraines which have been referred by 
some observers to glaciers and by others to river action. The positive 
and unmistakeable proofs of a period colder than the present are suffi- 
cient to enable us to discard all the more doubtful evidence, and moie 
recent investigations have shown that it cannot be attributed, as was once 
suggested,* to a former greater elevation of the Himalayas than they now' 
attain. 

These indications do not point to a sufficient diminution of tempera- 
ture of the Himdlayas to make it probable, or even possible, that thcie 
should be any actual physical proofs of the glacial period having been felt 
in the Peninsula, and it is of importance to ascertain whether there is any 
collateral evidence of a cold period having affected India in later tertiary 
or post-tertiary times, it being remembered that a general refrigeration 
of the carth*s surface, sufficient to produce an arctic climate in Europe, 
would not diminish the temperature of the Indian Peninsula beyond the 
average of the temperate zone at the present day. 

The argument is, briefly as follow's. On several isolated hill ranges, 
such as the Nflgiri, Anamalai, Shevaroys and other isolated plateaux in 
Southern India, and on the mountains of Ce)lon, there is found a tem- 
perate fauna and flora, which does not exist in the low plains of South- 
ern India, but is closely allied to the temperate fauna and flora of the 
Himalayas, the Assam range (G^ro, Khdsi, and Nigd hills), the mountains 
of the Malay peninsula, and of Java. Even on isolated peaks, such as 
Parasn^th (4,500 feet high in Behar) and on Mount Abu in the Aravalli 
range, several Himalayan plants exist. It would take up too much space 
to enter into details ; the occurrence of a Himalayan plant like Rhodo* 
dendron arboreum^ and of a Himalayan mammal like Mattes flavigula 
on both the Nilgiris and Ceylon mountains, will serve as an example of a 
considerable number of less easily recognised species. In some cases there 
is a closer resemblance between the temperate forms found on the peninsular 

^ H. B. Medlicott, p. 155, 

( 18 ^ 4 ). 


^ C. A McMahon, Recoids, XIV, 310,(1881) 
* W. Theobald, Recf^rds, X, 140, (’877). 
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hills and those on the Assam range^ than between the farmer and Hima- 
layan species, but there are also connections between the Himalayan and 
peninsular temperate regions which do not extend to the eastern hills. 
The most remarkable of these is the occurrence on the Nilgiri and Anamalai 
ranges and on some hills further south, of a species of wild goat {Capra 
hylocrius)^ belonging to a sub-genus {Hemitragus)^ of which the only other 
known species, C jemlaica^ inhabits the temperate region of the Hima- 
layas from Kashmir to Bhutan. This case is remarkable, because the 
only other wild goat found completely outside the Talaearctic region is 
another isolated form on the mountains of Abyssinia. 

The range in elevation of the temperate fauna and flora of the 
oriental region in general appears to depend more on humidity than 
temperature, many forms which are peculiar to the higher ranges 
in the Indian hills being found represented by allied s[)ecies at lower 
elevations in the damp Malay peninsula and archipelago, and some of 
the hill foims are even found in the damp forests of the Malabar coast. 
The animals inhabiting the Peninsular and Singalese hills belong, for the 
most part, to species distinct from those found in the Himalaya and 
Assam ranges. In some cases even genera are peculiar to the hills of 
Ceylon and Southern India, and one family of snakes is unrepresented 
elsewhere. There are, however, numerous plants and a few^ animals in- 
habiting the hills of Southern India and Ceylon, which are identical with 
Himalayan and Assamese hill forms, but which aie unknown throughout 
the plains of India. 

That a great portion of the temperate fauna and flora of the Southern 
Indian hills has inhabited the country from a miuh more distant epoch 
than the glacial period may be considered as almost certain, there being 
so many peculiar forms. It is possible that the species common to Ceylon, 
the Nilgiris, and the Himalayas, may have migrated at a time when the 
country was damper w'lthout the temperature being lower, but it is 
difficult to understand how the plains of India can have enjoyed a 
damper climate without cither depression, wdiich would have caused 
a large portion of the country to be covered by sea, a diminished temper- 
ature which would check evaporation, or a change in the prevailing winds. 
The depression may have taken place, but the migration of animals and* 
plants from the Himalayas to Ceylon would have been prevented, rather 
than aided, if the southern area had been isolated by sea, so that it may 
be safely inferred that the period of migration and the period of depression 

* Only one species of plant, however, is men- mus nilagiricus^\\^’^ the same distribution, 
tioned by Hooker and Thomson (‘ Introductory and the genus Stuptaxts is found in Burma, 
Essay to the Flora Indica*, p 238) as being found the Kh 5 si hiUs.and the Southern Indian ranges, 
both in the Kh4si hills and Nflgiris, but not in but not in the HimAla)a west of Bhutan, 
the Himdlayas. One land-shell at least, Buh Several other instances might be quoted. 
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were not contemporaneous. A change in the prevailing winds is improb- 
able so long as the present distribution of land and w^ater exists, and 
the only remaining theory, to account for the existence of the same 
species of animals and plants on the Himalayas and the hills of southern 
India, is depression of temperature.* 


The Indian empire can boast of one volcano, which is at present 
dormant, but has been in active eruption within the century. Barren island 
in the Bay of Bengal is not only a perfect model ot a volcano, but is 
classical in the history of geological controversy. It has been repeat- 
edly referred to and described by geological writers, but the earlier refer- 
ences were all more or less inaccumte, and it is only within the last fewf 
years that a careful description of it has been given by Mr. F. R. Mallet.* 
The volcano of Barren island has an irregularly circular form of about 
2 miles in diameter, composed of an outer rim. rising to a height of 
from 700 to 1,000 feel above the sea and surrounding a slightly ellipti- 
cal amphitheatre, whose larger axis runs north-east and south-west with 
a length of about 9 furlongs. From the centre of this a cone of re- 
markably regular form rises to a height of 1,015 above the sea. The 
depression, where the slope of this cone and the inner slope of the 
amphitheatre meet, has a maximum elevation of 300 feet above the sea, 
and is almost entirely occupied by three distinct lava streams. It is 
evident that the island was once much higher than it is at present, and the 
outer rim marks the limit of the crater, produced by some great paroxys- 
mal eruption which blew aw^ay all the upper portion of the old cone. 
The bottom of this old crater must have been much below the level 
of the sea and, for a time, before the new cone attained its piesent 
dimensions, the sea must, as is represented in the older descriptions of 
the island, have flowed round its base, betw^een it and the foot of the inter- 
nal slope of the amphitheatre, but tliere is no authentic record of any one 
ever having seen this stage. In 1789, when Blair saw the island, the sea 
did not penetrate into the amphitheatre, which had all been filled up to 
above sea-level. The volcano w^as then in active eruption, throwing out 
blocks and scoriae, and it may be that it had been visited at some earlier 


^ The above is a meagre and condensed 
account of a very interesting subject, which 
requires further enquiry. One possible objec- 
tion may be answered at once. It is true that 
many of the temperate damp-loving forms of 
the Nflgiris and Ceylon hills are forest forms, 
and It may be urged that they might have 
migrated when the plains of India were covered 
with forest. But, judging from what remains 
of the forest on the plains of the Carnatic, 


Deccan, Central Provinces, etc., the flora, even 
when the whole was forest, differed so widely 
from that of the hills, that it is improbable that 
any general diffusion of hill species could have 
taken place without a change of climate. 

In a subsequent chapter reference will be 
made to the probable influence of the glacial 
epoch on the Siwdlik mammalian fauna. 

» Memoirs, XXI, 251, ff, (.885)- 
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period, before the hollow was completely filled up, and thiU the only record 
left of this visit is to be found in the erroneous description which was at 
one time current in text-books. 

It must be remembered that the portion of the volcano above sea-level, 
which is all that has been referred to in the description, is but an insigni- 
ficant portion of its whole bulk. Soundings taken by Captain Carpenter^ 
show that the cone rises from a depth of 800 fathoms below the sea, and 
that the total height is consequently some 6,000 feet at present, or was 
8,000 feet before the upper part of the outer cone was blown away.^ 

At the time of Blair’s visit there appears to have been no lava stream 
in the gap where the outer rim is breached, but in 1832 the lava was 
there, and still so hot that the water in contact with it was boiling. Since 
that period the flow has cooled down and the temperature of the water, 
which percolates beneath the lava and issues as a spring on the sea shore, 
has steadily diminished at each visit, till it was no more than 110° F, in 
1886,* It seems ceitain, therefore, that this lava flow was poured out later 
than 1789, and probably within the present century. 

Seventy-five miles noith- north-east of Barren island lies the island of 
Narcondam, indubitably of volcanic origin like the former, but composed 
almost, if not quite, entirely of hornblende andesite lava with little or no 
volcanic ash. It is not certain whether this volcano ever had a crater, 
as it may have been of the so-called endogenous type, formed by the 
quiet extrusion of lavas unaccompanied by any crater-forming materials. 
The complete obliteration of the crater, if there ever was one, is in itself an 
indication of the period for which the volcano has been extinct, and m any 
case the deep ravines, with which its sides are scored, are an equally 
eloquent testimony of the time during which subacrial denudation has been 
uninterruptedly at work, so that this \olcano has probably been longer 
extinct than either of the two that follow. 

About 50 miles north-north-west of Yenangyoung and 25 to 30 miles 
east-south-east of Pagdn, both large towns on the Irawadi, the extinct 
volcano of Puppa** rises to a height of about 3,000 feet above the undulating 
country composed of pliocene sands and gravels. The mountain has 
preserved its original form to some extent, but the crater has been greatly 
broken down by denudation, and the rim completely cut away at one 
point, w’here the drainage from the interior has made itself a means of 
exit. The peak consists of ash breccia, but lava flows, mostly trachytic, 
form the lower slopes and the surfaces around the base of the volcano. 
Among these flows are some of a very beautiful porphyry, with crystals of 
pyroxene. 

The horizontal beds of gravels and sands around the base of the volcano 

I • W. T, Blanford, Jour, .Is. Soe.^ Bengal ^ 
I XXXI, 2fS, (1862), 


• Recofdsy XX, 46, (1887). 

* Records, XX, 48, (181^). 
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contain fossil wo^od and ferruginous concretions, and apparently belong to 
the pliocene fossil wood group. They are capped by the lava flows, 
contain pumice and volcanic fragments, and, in one place, a bed of ash 
breccia was found interstratified with them. It appears highly probable, 
therefore, that the volcano was active in pliocene times, but it may have 
continued to emit lava and scoriae at a later period. 

Far to the north the extinct volcano of Hawshuenshan near Momien in 
Yunnan has been described by Dr. Anderson'; and near Kanni, on the 
Chindwin, Dr. Noetling observed basalt breaking through the pliocene 
sandstones and forming a cone on their surface, but no detailed notice of 
this locality has been published. 

In this connection mention may be made of a mass of trachyte which 
is found about four miles east by north of the village of Byangyi on the 
Bassein river and some 30 miles south of Bassein town. It is about six 
feet in diameter, there is no reason to suppose that it has been trans- 
ported from a distance and no similar rock is known anywhere else in 
the province. No rock is seen in contact with the trachyte, but unaltered 
shales and sandstones of upper nummuHtic age are seen not far off, dipping 
at low angles. Close to the block itself are some fragments that have 
flaked off, and among them a piece of shale, which had a somewhat baked 
appearance on one side, was found. This, taken in conjunction with the 
fact that it lies on the same general line as the volcanoes just described, 
suggested the idea that it forms part of an intrusive neck,* but the true 
relations of the mass are obscure. 

It will be noticed that these old volcanoes lie along a line which, if con- 
tinued to the south, would be continuous with the general direction of the 
great chain of volcanoes running through the islands of Java and Sumatra 
in the Malay peninsula, and this suggests that they form the northern termi- 
nation of what is known as the Sunda chain of volcanoes. The observation 
is interesting and important in view of the fact that this chain has been 
supposed to find its final expression in the pscudo-volcanic phenomena on 
the Arakan coast which are described below. 

But before passing on to this subject it will be well to notice some 
doubtful cases of volcanic action in the Indian Peninsula and on its shores. 
In 1756 a submarine eruption is said to have taken place off the coast of 
Pondicherri, which threw up large quantities of ashes and pumice and 
formed an island half a league long and of the same breadth. No exact 
details of locality are given, but the account is a very circumstantial one* 
and, unless a pure fiction, must refer to a true volcanic eruption. It may 

» Report on the expedition to Western ■ Metnoirs^ X, 330, (1873). 

Yunnan, Calcutta, 1871,?. 87. Asiatic Annual Register,'* 1758, reprinted 

in Jvuf, As, Soc,, Bengal, XVI, Soo, (1847). 
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be noticed that the Admiralty chart of the Bay of Bengal marks a sound- 
ing of 5 fathoms in east longitnde 80® 42', north latitude *2® 46', with the 
remark ‘ Doubtful * ; the position would agree sufficiently well with that 
indicated in the account, and the depth is that which would be produced 
by the action of the weaves. 

This also is the best place to notice a very curious crateriforni 
lake, situated in the interior of the Indian Peninsula, near the village 
of Londr, about 40 miles east by north of Jdlna in the northern part of 
the Nizdm’s territory, and about half-way between Bombay and Ndgpur. 
The surrounding country for hundreds of miles consists entirely of Dec- 
can trap and in this rock there is a nearly circular hollow, about 300 to 
400 feet deep and rather more than a mile in diameter, containing at 
the bottom a shallow lake of salt water without any outlet, whose water 
deposits crystals of sesquicarbonate of soda. The sides of the hollow 
to the north and north-east are absolutely level with the surrounding 
country, whilst in all other directions there is a raised rim, never exceed- 
ing 100 feet in height and frequently only 40 or 50, composed of blocks 
of basalt, irregularly piled, and precisely similar to the rock exposed 
on the sides of the hollow. 1 he dip of the surrounding traps is away 
from the hollow, but very low.' 

It is difficult to ascribe this hollow to any other cause than volcanic 
explosion, as no such excavation could be produced by any known form 
of aqueous denudation, and the raised rim of loose blocks around the 
edge appears to preclude the idea of a simple depression. It is true that 
there is no sign of any eruption having accompanied the formation of the 
crater, no dyke can be traced in the surrounding rocks, no lava or scoride 
of later age than the Deccan trap period can be found in the neigh- 
bourhood. The raised rim is very small, and cannot contain a thousandth 
part of the rock ejected from the crater, but it is impossible to say how 
much was reduced to fine pow^der and scattered to a distance, or removed 
by denudation. 

Assuming that this extraordinary hollow is due to volcanic explosions, 
the date of its origin still remains to be determined. That this is long 
posterior to the epoch of the Deccan traps is manifest, for the hollow 
appears to have been made in the present surface of the countiy, carved 
out by ages of denudation from the old lava flows. To all appearance 
the Lonar lake crater is of comparatively recent origin, and if so it 
suggests that, in one isolated spot in India, a singularly violent explo- 
sive action must have taken place, unaccompanied by the eruption of 


view of the lake); — G. Smith, Mad, your. Lit. 
Sct.i XVII, 1, (1S56) See also Records^ 1 
63,(1868), where other reference's are jjiven 
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(!84 o); Newbold, your,^ Roy. As, Soc ^ IX, 4 ®» 
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melted rock. Nothing similar is known to occur elsewhere in the Indian 
Peninsula. 

Associated with true volcanoes in name at least, even if, as is held by 
many geologists, in nothing else than name, are mud volcanoes, of which 
two principal groups are known, in Burma on the east, and Baldchistdn on 
the west, of India, respectively. 

Of the Burman ones the best known are those of Minbu on the Irawadi, 
and those of the islands of Ramrf and Cheduba on the Arakan coast.^ A few 
others are reported, but they are small and isolated, and consist only of 
temporary outbursts. 

The Ramri mud volcanoes are more interesting than the others, since 
they alone, so far as is know n, are subject to paroxysmal eruptions of great 
violence, and from them alone stones have been ejected and flames emitted. 
Some of the principal phenomena may be briefly described here. There 
are about a dozen or rather more vents in Ramrf island iiaelf, more than half 
(hat number in Cheduba, and a few in the other neighbouring islands. Near 
Kyauk-pyu in Ramrf, six occur in a line, within a distance of about a mile 
and a half along the summit of a low^ broad ridge. 

Many of the vents consist of truncated cones, built up of the dried mud 
ejected by outbursts of gas. The crater, filled with more or less liquid or 
viscid mud through which the gas escapes, occupies the top of the conical 
hillock. The majority, however, of the Ramrf mud volcanoes consist 
of mounds, composed on the surface of angular fragments of rock and 
having scattered over them a few small mud cones with craters at the top, 
varying in height fiom a few inches to eight or ten feet. When gas ceases 
to be omitted from, a vent, the mud is rapidly washed away by rain and 
there remains a low mound, composed of angular fragments of rock which 
were ejected together with the mud, and the repetition of a similar process 
accounts for the formation of the mounds. The mounds in Ramrf are from 
50 to 100 yards in diameter, with a height of from 15 to 30 feet, two, of 
exceptional size, near Pagoda hill in Cheduba, being 200 to 250 yards across. 
The cones in which the mud is viscid are very steep, being built up partly 
of small quantities of mud, spurted out by the evolution of gas so as to form 
a hard rim round the mud crater, partly of mud poured out from the crater 
down the slopes through broken portions of the rim. 

Besides the gas and mud, a small quantity of petroleum is usually 
discharged from the vents. The gas consists mainly of marsh gas (light 
carburetted hydrogen), probably mixed with some of the more voljttile 
hydrocarbons usually associated with petroleum. The mud is simpl^^e 

*For a deicription of the mud volcanoes of volcanoes are described, with full references to 
Minbu by Dr, Oldham, see Yule’s Narrative earlier accounts, by Mr. M^et in Records^ XI, 
the Mission to the Court of Ava in i855t 188,(1878). ^ 

appendix, p 339 The Ramrf and Cheduba mud in both cases. 
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grey shale or day of the tertiary rocks, mixed with vs ate r containing some 
salt in solution. 

The association of petroleum with large quantities of marsh gas, and the 
frequent emission of, usually saline, water and of gas in abundance from 
borings for mineral oil are too well known to require the recapitulation of 
details. Both petroleum and gas are known to be found in many localities 
amongst the tertiary rocks of extra-peninsular India and Burma. Not un- 
frequently both gas and mineral oil issue with water in the form of a bub- 
bling spring being, perhaps, forced to the surface by the pressure of the gas. 
Whether a spring of this kind forms a “mud volcano'' or not depends 
evidently on the nature of the beds traversed on the way to the surface. 
As a rule the mud in these vents is either of the same temperature as the 
air or a little higher, but in the Ramrf craters a higher temperature has 
been recorded after the more violent eruptions. 

These paroxysmal eruptions appear to occur at irregular intervals, 
are at times very violent and appear frequently to accompany earth- 
quakes. Mud and stones are shot out with great force, accompanied by 
large quantities of inflammable gas, which in many cases takes fire 
and lights up the country for miles around. Some of these eruptions 
of ignited gas have taken place at sea off the coast of Ramrf, and in one 
case a small island was formed near False island, south of Ramrf and 
south-east of Cheduba. but it w’as soon washed away again. The ejected 
stones are in all cases fragments of the tertiary rocks, chiefly shale or sand- 
stone, some of them being from half a cubic foot to a cubic foot in size and a 
few are larger, but the majority range from half an inch to five or six inches 
in diameter. The ignition of the gas is ascribed by Mr. Mallet to frictional 
electricity,^ and not to the high temperature at which the various ejecta issue*, 
the fact that the stones, and even fragments of lignite, throv\n out during 
eruptions are, as a rule, entirely unchanged by heat, proving that the gas is 
not in a heated state previous to emission. A very few rare and excep- 
tional fragments of burnt and reddened shale have been found, and these 
have probably been calcined by the flaming gas. 

It should be noticed that even the fiery eruptions of the mud volcanoes 
of Arakanhave nothing in common with the igneous outbursts of true volca- 
noes. In the former gas is emitted at, in all probability, a low temperature* 
and is ignited, or perhaps occasionally exploded, when mixed with atmo- 
spheric air. In the latter red-hot lava and scoriae are ejected, and the 
appearance of flame is due cither to the high temperature of the substances 


* Records, XI, 202 Mr. Mallet points out that 
the principle of the hydro-electric machine, in 
which the production of electricity of high ten- 
sion is due to the issue of partially condensed 
steum through small orifices of such form as to 


produce great friction, is similar to that of 
violent evolution of gas from such \ents as 
those of Ramr/ He also notices the well- 
known fact that lightning often accompanies 
volcanic eruptions. 
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projected into thf air, or to the reflection of masses of glowing lava by 
condensed vapours or by clouds of volcanic dust. 

One mud volcano is known in eastern Assam, but none have been found 
in the Himdlayas or in the Peninsula of India. On the Baldchistdn coast 
in Lus a number have been described, which do not appear to be sub- 
ject to the same paroxysmal eruptions as those of Ramri and attain a 
greater size, the largest being over 300 feet in height. How far this is due 
to the absence of paroxysmal eruption or to a greater constancy of the 
vents, and how far to the rainless nature of the climate, is not clear, but in 
all other respects they resemble those already described. 



CHAPTER 11. 

METAMORPHIC AND CRYSTALLINE ROCKS. 

Gneissose rocks of the Peninsula of two ages — The older gneiss — The newer gneiss— Bundel- 
khand gneiss — Newer gneiss of Singrauli — Contrast with gneiss of Bundelkhand— ChutiA 
Ndgpur— Orissa — Central Provinces — Haiderabad— Nellore — Bellary — The southern Kon- 
kan — Malabar — Nilgiris — Trichinopoli and Arcot — Madura and Tinnevelli - Instrusi ve trap 
of Southern India — Gneissose rocks of the Ardvallis— Extra-peninsular India — Afghan* 
istdn— Himalayas— Assanti — Hills east of the Irawadi and Malay Peninsula. 


The oldest rocks in India, and consequently the first to be considered 
in the arrangement adopted in this book, are those belonging to the great 
series of gneissose rocks, which covers a larger area in the Peninsula of 
India than all the newer formations put together, and forms the foundation 
on which they are built up. In spite of the great interest of the numerous 
problems presented by these rocks, they have as yet received but little 
attention from the Geological Survey, its energies having been mainly 
directed towards those districts where the most important results were to 
be expected in the shortest time, and ^^e have consequently but little 
detailed information regarding the gneissose rocks, except in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the sedimentary formations. 

How imperfect is our present knowledge of these rocks may be judged 
from the fact that it has been found impossible to distinguish, on the accom- 
panying map, between true gneiss and intrusive granite. It is only within 
late years that the frequency with which granite has acquired gneissose 
characters has been recognised, and it is highly probable not only that 
some large exposures, of what has been described as granitoid or massive 
gneiss, are composed of gneissose granite, but that what have in many cases 
been described as beds of gneiss, interbedded with non-felspathic schists, are 
in reality veins of granite which have been intiuded along the foliation 
planes, and subsequently acquired a parallel arrangement of their consti- 
tuent minerals. Under these circumstances it is impossible to attempt 
anything like a complete or connected account of the gneissose rocks, 
and the following pages must be taken as the merest sketch, whose main 
use will be to show how much has yet to be learnt. 

In spite, however, of the imperfect state of our knowledge, certain 
leading features have come out from the investigation, so far as it has 
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jElone, and the mojt important of these is the recognition of the fact that 
the gneissose rocks do not belong to a single system, but are comprised 
in two or more distinct systems differing in age from each other. 

The oldest of these, often described as the Bundelkhand gneiss 
from its having been first recognised in the country of that name, is 
characterised by its massive structure, with the foliation generally but 
obscurely developed, and the extreme rarity of accessory minerals. It 
has been recognised in Bundelkhand, in the gneissose inliers of Sing- 
bhum and in the Bellary district, and it is possible that the massive 
granitoid gneisses of other parts of Southern Indiamay belong to the same 
system. In the first and last named districts, and apparently also in the 
second, it formed the floor on which the oldest distinctly sedimentary beds 
of the Peninsula were deposited, showing that it must, even at that 
remote period, have been an ancient rock which had undergone a great 
amount of sub-aerial denudation. These facts indicate a greater unity of 
character than can be found in the very diverse characters of what are 
believed to be the newer gneisses, and seem to show that the Bundelkhand 
gneiss maybe considered as a true rock system. 

The second, or newer, type of gneiss exhibits a much better deve- 
loped foliation as a rule, it is at times interbedded with schists and is 
distinguished from the first by the abundance and variety of the accessory 
minerals it contains. The rocks of this division are looked upon as newer 
than those already mentioned, firstly, because no unconformable contact 
of original deposition, between them and the sedimentary beds of the 
older transition systems, has been observed, secondly, because, where 
they are in contact with the latter, bands of gneiss have in several places 
been observed apparently interstratified with the distinctly sedimentary 
beds, and thirdly, because the general type of rock is, according to theories 
that are widely held, newer than that of the Bundelkhand gneiss. All 
three of these arguments are open to dispute. As regards the first it 
may be observed that the presence of a contact of original unconformity 
with the transition beds has of itself been held sufiicient to show that 
the gneiss belongs to the older class, as regards the second, there is no evi- 
dence in the recorded observations to show that the supposed interbedded 
gneiss is not gneissose granite intrusive along the planes of bedding, or 
a foliated arkose, and as regards the third, the theories are by no means 
completely established. Still, though absolute proof is wanting, there is a 
distinct balance of evidence in favour of the more foliated gneisses being of 
newer origin than the massive forms, and this is in accordance with the type 
which the foliated gneisses and their accompanying be^ of crystalline 
schist exhibit, intermediate between that of the granitoi^l gneiss on the 
one hand and the distinctly sedimentary, though metamot|phosed, beds of 
the transition systems on the other. 
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In the only critical and detailed examination of thj gneisses of the 
Peninsula that we have at present,' Lacroix has suggested the existence 
of groups of successive origin among the gneisses of the Salem district 
and Ceylon. His investigations were based entirely on specimens whose 
localities had been but imperfectly recorded, and the suggestion still lacks 
that confirmation from detailed observations in the field which alone could 
render it authoritative. It is, however, probable, as will appear in the 
sequel, that there are more than two successive series of gneisses repre- 
sented in the Peninsula of India. 

After these introductory remarks it will be best to proceed to a brief 
review of the principal points of our knowledge of the gneisses in 
different districts of the Peninsula, commencing with that of BundeU 
khand. 

' This gneiss forms the basis of lower Bundelkhand, as distinguished 
from the higher portions of that district lying on the adjoining Vindhyan 
plateau. On the north-north-east border, for 200 miles, the gneiss is 
gradually covered by the superficial deposits, forming outlying and mar- 
ginal portions of the Gangetic plains, at an elevation of 500 to 600 feet 
above the sea. Elsewhere the area is very sharply bounded by a scarp 
of overlying formations, whether Vindhyan or transition. Along the base 
of the scarp to the south-west the elevation vaiies betw^een 1,000 and 
1,200 feet above the sea, the scarp itself rising to 1,900. The gneiss 
sometimes forms hills, but the general features of the ground are flat, un- 
dulating uplands, sparsely cultivated, including shallow valleys and plains 
of alluvial land. 

Gneiss is by far the commonest rock.® It may be described as consist- 
ing of some six minerals — red orthoclase felspar, a white plagioclastic 
felspar (probably oligoclase), quartz, hornblende, chlorite, and mica. In 
any one place the gneiss may contain only two of these, or it may in- 
clude all of them. With regard to texture every variety is met with, 
from a homogeneous felstone, in which no individual mineial can be dis- 
tinguished even with a lens, to a coarsely porphyritic rock, including 
felspar crystals more than two inches long. The orthoclase nearly always 
forms the main mass, and exceeds in quantity all the other minerals to-* 
gether. Its ordinary colour is a darkish red, but now and then it is much 
paler, and almost or quite white. In such cases it is not easy to distin- 
guish the felspars on a fresh fracture, when both occur, but the difference 
becomes apparent on a weathered surface. The orthoclase has a 
vitreous, or somewhat pearly, lustre and translucent aspect, the other is 

> Bull, Soc, Franq, Mineral, XII, 83, (1889) , ® The characters of the rocks of this area are 

Recordsy XXIV, 155, (1891), chiefly taken from the unpublished reports of 

Mr. F R. Mallet. 
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dull and quite op^que^ having been superficially altered into kaolin. The 
plagioclastic felspar is a comparatively uncommon mineral, when present 
it plays quite a subordinate part, and occurs in much smaller crystals than 
the orthoclase. As often as not, no free quartz can be detected in the 
gneiss, and it very rarely indeed occurs in large quantity. The rock is 
usually hornblendic, but sometimes the hornblende is partially or entirely 
replaced by chlorite and mica. The mica is*of more than one species, both 
uniaxial and biaxial, and of varying colours, green, brown, black, and 
silvery-white, the last being rare and chiefly found in the southern part 
of the area. 

Foliation is seldom well developed, the rock being very commonly to 
all appearance perfect granite, but no direct evidence has been obtained, 
beyond this, of the existence of true granite, and sometimes, by close 
examination, traces of foliation may be detected in rock which at first 
sight appears quite devoid of it. This foliation has generally an east- 
north-east direction, but varies to north-east and east-south-east. The 
planes are more or less vertical. 

The subordinate varieties of rock, all combined, are of very insigni- 
ficant extent in comparison to the gneiss. One of the most prominent is 
hornblende rock, which sometimes resembles trap very closely, parts 
of it being as fine-grained as the intrusive dykes of diorite, or the over- 
flowing basaltic trap, and weathering into similarly rounded lumps, but 
this variety passes into a much coarser kind, in wdiich the felspar and 
quartz are well separated. The most trappean looking portions, more- 
over, contain thin strings and films of epidote, which have not been 
observed in the trap. • Another well-marked variety contains about equal 
quantities of hornblende and wdiite or greenish-white felspar, in crystals 
about an eighth of an inch long. This rock sometimes contains, in addi- 
tion, an inconsiderable proportion of reddish felspar, quartz, and green 
mica, and very minute specks of iron pyrites. 

Besides the hornblende-rock, talcose, hornblendic, chloritic, quartzose, 
and even argillaceous schist, and the combinations of these with each other, 
occur with the gneiss. Mica schist has not been observed. Schists are of 
very rare occurrence in the gneiss generally, but all the above varieties are 
'to be found in some force in the southernmost part of the area, in the 
Maraura region. This peculiarity of distribution is so marked that it 
was thought that the schistose strata might here be separable from the 
gneiss, a suggestion which is much encouraged by the fact that the great 
quartz-reefs, elsewhere so prevalent in the gneiss, stop short of this ground, 
but it has not as yet been found possible to draw a line between the 
gneissic and the schistose subdivisions. Gneiss of the usual type is still 
a prevalent rock in the schistose area, and is the most southerly rock seen 
at Shahgarh. It seems, too, to be truly associated with the schists. We 



BUNDELKHAND GNEISS— QUARTZ REEFS. 


27 


Ohapb IL] 

may perhaps at least infer that in this region we hs^e the top of the 
gneissic series of Bundelkhand. 

It is a noteworthy fact that over the whole of this large area of gneiss 
not a single bed of limestone has been detected. 

Pegmatite veins, from a few inches to a foot or two in breadth, are 
very common. If these were intrusive, it might be expected that they 
would be somewhat uniform in composition, irrespective of the nature of 
the surrounding rock, but it has been invariably observed that the felspar 
of the vein is the same as that of the rock adjacent, whether the latter is 
orthoclase or plagioclase, or includes both, the chief difference consisting 
in the larger crystallisation and in the usual absence of the third mineral 
(hornblende, etc.) in the veins. It is therefore presumable that the veins 
were formed by segregation at the time of the crystallisation of the gneiss. 

The almost total absence of accessory minerals in these rocks is 
remarkable. Mr. Mallet only mentions epidote sparingly in the horn- 
blende rock, schorl in some of the small quartz veins of the Maraura 
region, small grains of ilmenite in some of the pegmatite veins, and 
strings of altered kyanite in the quartzose rock of Dhdnkua hill. Small 
pieces of galena have been sent from Jh^nsi for analysis, but their 
locality is not known, and they may not have been procured from the 
gneiss. Iron ore has been extensively burrowed for at Dhawara, it is a 
decomposed earthy condition of the banded haematite and quartz. The 
absence of any trace or tradition of gold in connection with the quartz 
reefs is noteworthy. 

All over lower Bundelkhand long narrow serrated ridges composed 
of quartz-reefs form a most striking feature of the landscape. They 
run in straight lines, generally with a north-east to south-west direction, 
sometimes attain an elevation of 600 feet over the surrounding country, 
and are exclusively confined to the gneissic series. They are pretty 
equally distributed over the ground, with the exception noticed in the 
southern region, which, moreover, lies light across the strike of the reefs 
to the north-east. 

The prevalent strike of these quartz-reefs is about north-east by 
north, but varies from north- north-W'est to east north-east. The 
breadth of the veins varies from a few feet up to 100 yards, in the reeTF 
west of Bhagwa. Some of them are traceable in a direct line for more 
than 60 miles, the local Interruptions which occur being sometimes due 
to removal by denudation, sometimes to strangulation of the vein itself. 
Other reefs, again, though of full thickness and very prominent at the 
surface, are short and end abruptly. There is a good case of this at 
Dehri, where a broad reef, 300 feet high, is only about a mile long, no 
trace of it occurring in the gneiss to the north or south. The narrow 
gaps by which the minor streams in many places cross the reefs give 
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peculiar facility rfor the formation of lakes, as a very short dam is often 
sufficient to pond back a large surface of water, and many of the numer- 
ous artificial lakes in Bundelkhand are formed in this way. 

The reefs are often affected by joint-planes, which sometimes give an 
appearance of horizontal bedding to the mass. When parallel with the 
direction of the reef itself they suggest, in a more puzzling manner, the 
impression of a bedded mass. Now and then the quartz is much shattered. 
At DeokalH and Bagpura samples might be taken for the Bij&war horn- 
stone-breccia, a description of which will be found on a subsequent page. 

Foliation is often developed, ow'ing to the metamorphic condition of 
the reefs themselves, and it usually extends to the contiguous gneiss, 
which is generally so amorphous. When the foliation in both rocks has 
the same direction as the reef itself, the quartz mass might be taken to 
be interbedded with the gneiss. Generally the foliation is oblique to the 
direction of the vein, while still the same as that of the gneiss. 

Many of the reefs are of greyish white quartz. Frequently they con- 
tain a large amount of impure serpentine, and occasionally they are formed 
almost entirely of this material. The more northerly of the two ridges at 
Dallipur is an example. At Rajapur a band of nearly black serpentine 
occurs, apparently a continuation of the quartz vein to the north. In 
many cases Ihe gneiss is serpentinous for some distance on each side of a 
vein, there being no distinct separation between the two rocks, but ser- 
pentinous gneiss has not been observed except near a quartz vein. 
Steatite takes the place of serpentine in a few veins. 

From his observations, as above sketched, Mr. Mallet concludes that 
the reefs were probably formed before the metamorphism of the gneiss 
was accomplished. 

Many of the quartz-reefs, as well as the gneiss Itself, are traversed by 
more recent, and much smaller, veins of pure white quartz, the thickest not 
much exceeding one foot in breadth. They are very frequently crystalline 
anddrusy in the centre, and they are always sharply distinct from the rocks 
they traverse. Their direction is very irregular. 

• The gneiss of Bundelkhand is also remarkable for being traversed by 
extensive trappean intrusions, none of which penetrate any of the younger 
formations. These dykes, of true igneous rock, are more numerous than the 
quartz-reefs, and exhibit nearly as much regularity in their course, their 
prevailing direction being about north-west by north, so as to cut the reefs 
obliquely at an angle of about 70°. Some few run east of north, or due 
west. Many are of considerable size, a breadth of 100 feet being not 
unfrequent, while some are much wider. They are often persistent for 
great distances. The commonest type is an extremely hard and tough 
close-grained greenstone (diorite), in which the hornblende and the white 
felspar are sometimes clearly separated. The rock often weathers into 
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large rounded blocks without any tendency to exfoliation. The small 
dykes are of a more earthy texture. 

It is very rare to find any intersections of the dykes and reefs that 
can be taken as conclusive of their relative age. It is not so uncommon 
to find a dyke running close up to a reef on both sides without cutting 
it, but such an occurrence might easily happen, even though the reef were 
the older, as it may have offered a greater resistance to splitting. One 
good case of the converse carries much more weight. Mr. Mallet records 
an occurrence where a quartz vein, striking east-20°-north, abuts against 
a strong dyke running west*2o°-north, traces of the quartz being found 
also on the other side. But he considers the general argument from 
the condition of the two rocks to be independently conclusive, the trap 
has certainly not undergone metamorphism, whereas the reefs as certainly 
have. 

The history of this comparatively small area of gneiss would be very 
interesting. It has served as a shore or a bed for each of the great 
adjoining formations. The Bijdwars and the Gwdliors lie upon its margin 
north and south, but no detached outliers of either are found within its 
border, so that it may have been a welbelevated area at the period of their 
formation. The same may be said of the lower Vindhyan deposits. It 
is not so with the upper Vindhyans, of which the outliers are numerous, 
and lie at considerable distances from the scarp of the basin. In the east 
these form a portion of an ascending slope, the base of the capping 
Vindhyan sandstone being higher in the outliers than in the scarp. In the 
north-west it is curiously the reverse, the gneiss reaches high up all along 
the w'estern scarp, but the outliers of Vindhyan sandstone to the eastward 
rest at the general level of the low country. 

The next overlying formation is the Deccan trap, remnants of which 
are found on the low ground in the southernmost part of the area, and 
traces of the infra-trappean (Lametd) conglomerate occur more exten. 
sively in the same position. That this portion of the scarp-bounded area 
can have been so occupied almost necessarily implies that the whole of 
the gneissic ground must, at the period of the Deccan trap, have had 
a configuration very like what it has now, and, the source of the eruptive 
rock being presumably to the south or south-west, the lava must have 
poured from the plateau to the lowlands. Trap does, in fact, occur 
continuously from one level to the other in the Madanpur gorge, but its 
condition suggests no resemblance to a lava stream. 

The newer type of gneiss is well developed south of the Vindhyan 
basin, in Rewd, Mirzapur, and Behar. It has been there examined by 
Mr. Mallet, from whom the account of the Bundelkhand area has been 
taken, and consequently we have not to allow for discrepancies of 
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observation.* He^gives the following tabular abstract of the constituents 
of the gneiss in Singrauli, a petty principality now absorbed in the Rew 4 
state and adjoining districts 

1. — Minerals occurring as constituents of the gneiss : — 

Quartz, orthoclase, oligoclase, muscovite, biotite, hornblende, epidote. 

2. — Occurring in beds in the gneiss 

Limestone, dolomite, corundum, magnetite, quartz as quartzite and 
quartz-schist, hornblende as hornblende-rock, tremoliie-rock and 
jade, mica as mica-schist, epidote. 

3. —Occurring in veins in the gneiss 

n.— Quartz in veins and reef-quartz, stilbite (?) 

b * — In pegmatite veins (as constituents); orthoclase, oligoclase, quartz, 
mica. 

c. — In epidotic veins : epidote, quartz. 

4. — Accidental minerals in the gneiss 

Magnetite, ilmenite, schorl, garnet. 

5. — Accidental minerals occurring in the subordinate beds (2) of the gneiss ; — 

a. — In the limestone— magnetite, pyrite, haematite, serpentine, chryso- 

tile, phlogopite (?), wollaslonite. 

b, — In corundum bed — schorl, euphyllite, diaspore. 

e.— In jade bed (associated with corundum)— corundum, rutile (?), schorl, 

euphyllite. 

6. — Accidental minerals occurring in the veins, etc., in the granite veins 

а. — In the quartz-veins— micaceous iron, tremolite, augite, epidote, schorl, 

muscovite. 

б. — In the quartz-reefs— galena, cerussite. 

the pegmatite veins— schorl, garnet. 

To this list may be added the minerals found by Mr. Mallet in the 
same zone further to Jthe east, in Hazdribdgh : lepidolite, tourmaline, 
beryl, apatite, leucopyrite, and tinstone. Zircon is also said to occur. 

The contrast between the minerals named in this tabic and the con- 
stituents of the BundeVkhand gneiss is very striking. The most marked 
differences are the abundance of the disseminated quartz, the compara- 
tive frequency of limestone, and dolomite, and of mica schist, and the 
general occurrence of accessory minerals in the Bengal gneiss. 

The structural characters present another noteworthy point of con- 
trast between these two gneissic series. In Bundelkhand the rock is 
generally homogeneous and amorphous, the foliation obscure and con- 
stantly in more or less vertical planes, as if due to the causes which 
produce cleavage. In the Bengal gneiss bordering the Bijdwar basin on 
the south, the foliation coincides with what appears to be the original lami- 
nation and bedding. It has a general east-north-east strike, corresponding 
with that of the main rock-boundaries, but the alternating strata frequently 
roll about at low angles of dip, or are crushed together confusedly, the 
foliation constantly agreeing with the lie of the beds. A third point of 

) Mr. Mallet's work has been only partially published, Records, V, 18 ; VI, 4a ; VII, 32, (1872-74)* 
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contrast is in the relation to the overlying transition formations, which 
rest nearly horizontal and undisturbed on the gneiss of f^undelkhand, and 
are uniformly disturbed, metamorphosed and subjected to* granitic intru- 
sions where they occur in contact with the gneiss of the Bengal area. 

Quartz-reefs have been described in this gneiss also, but to a very 
subordinate extent, and their origin as veins is in many cases open to 
question. A common mode of occurrence of this quartz, or quartzite, is close 
to the boundary of the slate and gneiss series, but it does not coincide with 
their junction, and it is not in any sense a contact-formation separating 
sharply distinct types of rock. It occurs in the strike of the foliation and 
stratification, and may well be an altered quartzite. 

There is a rock common in this northern area of the Bengal gneiss, 
perhaps occurring most typically within the zone mainly occupied by the 
transition series. It is known as dome gneiss, from its weathering into 
great hemispherical or ellipsoidal masses of bare rock, the only divisional 
planes being concentric layers of exfoliation^ The domes are often 
several hundred feet high, and form a very peculiar object in a landscape. 
Foliation is always more or less traceable, and, in every respect of texture 
and composition, the rock is the same as that of the thin bands alternating 
with schists in the adjoining ground. Both are often porphyritic, the 
dome-gneiss generally so, containing large ill-formed (rounded) crystals 
of felspar. There can be no doubt that the peculiar form exhibited by 
this rock is due to the occurrence of large masses of more homogeneous 
composition than usual, but the question is how these conditions were 
produced, w^hether we must not suppose a partial degree of plasticity to 
have been attained, and whether the rock is not in a manner intrusive. 
At the Kalipahdr and the Bhiaura hills on the northern fringe of the 
Haziribdgh plateau, and the Mandar hill of the Bhdgalpur district in the 
same geological region, there are very typical examples of the dome-gneiss. 

The comparative rareness of trap-dykes in the Bengal gneiss is another 
point of contrast with the Bundelkhand area. In some parts they are 
pretty frequent, perhaps most so in the vicinity of the basins of Gondw^na 
rocks, where they are often continuous into;j^uch basins, thus fully establish- 
ing their comparatively recent date, but /they are by no means generally 
distributed. * 

Pegmatite is not uncommon in the gneiss of Singrauli. Mr, Mallet 
does not consider this to be intrusive, its composition varying with the 
rock it traverses, as was explained in the case of the pegmatite of 
Bundelkhand. In northern Haz^ribagh, however, he describes the extensive 
occurrence of intrusive pegmatitic granite, ramifying in the most intricate 
manner, in veins and dykes of from i inch to 50 yards wide, through both 
the gneiss and the transition schists, and maintaining its composition 

' V Bali, Memonst VI, 132, (1867) , XVIII, 95, (1881). 
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irrespective of the enclosing rock. It is composed, in order of crystallisa- 
tion, of tourmaline, mica, felspar, and quartz, all four being generally 
present, but tlieir proportions vary greatly. Its texture is very unqyen, 
the coarsest forms being often found in comparatively narrow dykes. It is 
in this rock that the mica-mines of Behar are worked. Not unfrequently the 
pegmatite assumes the curious form known as graphic granite. 

The gneiss of the Chutid Nagpur districts, up to the basin of trans- 
ition rocks in south-west Bengal, is more or less freely interbedded 
with micaceous hornblendic and silicious schists, and occasional bands of 
the porphyritic granitoid variety. Patches also occur of less highly meta- 
morphic schists. 

The junction of the ChntiA Ndgpur or Bengal gneiss with the trans- 
ition rocks of Singhbhum, is described by Mr. BalP as a great fault. But 
within this basin of submetamorphic rocks there are extensive inliers 
of a gneiss which seems to be of an older date than that of Chutid Ndgpur, 
and is apparently equivalent to the Bundelkhand gneiss. It is very uniform 
and granitoid, there is a total absence of the thin-bedded gneiss, schists, 
etc,, which abound in the main gneissic area to the north, and we again find 
a remarkable abundance of trap-dykes, forming two intersecting systems^ 
having north-westerly and north-easterly courses, respectively. In contact 
with this Chutia Nagpur gneiss the transition strata exhibit a minimum 
of alteration and disturbance. Mr. Ball describes them, at and near 
Chaibdsd, as sandstones and mudstones resting immediately on the rough 
weathered surface of the granitic gneiss. There are local faults along the 
boundary, but it is certain that the original relation of the two series is like 
that between the Bijdwars and the Bundelkhand gneiss,as already described. 

Further south, in the Tdlcher country, the ordinary newer type of 
metamorphic rocks again prevails. The following rough classification of 
them is given by Mr. Blanford* : — 

G ness, a, - Hard, coarse, and felspathic, becoming sometimes lithologically a 
perfect granite. 

„ b » — Soft foliated, quartzose or micaceous. 

„ c.— Compact, but sometimes soft, containing garnets, frequently decom- 

pose 

Hornblendic gneiss or schist, soft and foliated. 

Quartz'schibt or schistose quartz, occurs frequently in bands separated by softer 
micaceous layers 

The variations in composition coincide wdth the planes of foliation, the 
prevailing direction being west-north-west to east-south-east. 

Higher up the Mahdnadi valley in the neighbourhood of Sambalpur, 
Mr. Ball* observed syenitic and protogenic gneiss as common, horn- 
blende-rock and schist as somewhat rare, strong quartzites forming the 

> Memoirs, XVII!, 88, 130, {1881). ^Memoirs, I, 39, (1856). « Records, X, l8l, (1877). 
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most peculiar feature in the gneiss ; mica-schist, quartz.|(:hist, and shaly 
slate (and in one instance, near Kitikela north-east of Sanibalpur, a coii- 
gion^rate) were found associated with the gneiss. The strike in this 
region would seem to be very variable — east to west, north to south, north* 
west to south-east, and north-east to south-west, being all recorded. 

On the same latitude, about Nigpur, Dr Blanford^ has noticed the 
general resemblance of the gneissic rocks to those of Bengal. Here 
again there is much irregularity in the strike. 

There is but little information available regarding the gneiss of the 
Nizam’s dominions in Haidcr4b4d. Westward of Kamamet the massive form 
is known to he largely developed in broad bands running about north-north- 
west, with the more foliated types intervening. From a short distance east 
of Kamamet the schistose forms are found,® and continue to the eastern 
limit of the gneiss area*. 


In the Nellore portion of the Cainatic, and the coastal regions of 
the Kistna and Goda\ari districts. Dr. W. King recognised four distinct 
varieties of gneiss, occupying separate areas and apparently indicating 
diffeient periods of formation, which were distinguished as—* 

4. Micaceous, talcose and hornblendic sch sts, with few quartz- 
schists ( r quartz-rock . . . . . . ? 

3, Foliated gneisses vvith frequent quartz-schists or quartz-rock ' gneisses. 

2. Grey gneiss sometimes porpliyutoid . . • . Massive 

I. Red graniti id gneiss ...... gneisses 

The reel granitoid gneiss only occurs sOuih-west of Venkatagiri and 
westwards into the upland of North Arcot and Cuddapah The gneiss Ts 
generally a close-grained aggregate of quartz and felspar (orthoclase, oligo- 
clase (?) and a little albite), hornblende being often scarcely discernible 
and mica even more rare. The quartz is of two forms, dull amorphous, 
and glassy, and the felspar usually of a pale flesh colour. 

The grey granitoid gneiss forms a band immediately east of this, and 
extends northwards along the eastern edge of the main exposure of Cudda- 
pah rocks. The actual passage from one type to the other is gradual, but 
on either side of a narrow interval the rocks differ decidedly in type 
There is more variety in the rocks of this hand than in the red gneiss, but 
the prevalent form is a rather rough gneiss of quartz, felspar, and hornblende. 
The rock is obscurely foliated, but the foliation can generally be detected. 

The boundary between the granitoid and the schistose gneisses is said 
to be tolerably defined. The latter are distinguished by their distinct 
foliation, and consist of hornblendic, micaceous, talcose, and chloritic 
$chists, and well foliated and more massive gneisses. No attempt was made 
to map the two subdivisions separately, but the relative age was regarded 

* Memoirs^ IX, 301, (1872). | ® W. King, Memoirs^ XVIII, 201, (1881). 

» R. B. Foot^, Records, XV III, 28, (1885) ' * Memiois, XVI, 126, ( S80). 
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as that given in^the tabular statement. The gneiss No. 4 is said to occur 
in a band separating the granitoid gneisses from No. 3, and to overlie 
both. It seems probable, however, that an outcrop of the Dharwdr system, 
which had not been separated when the survey was made, has been included 
with the metamorphics. 

In the northern portion of this area a fifth form of gneiss is known, 
which has been described as the Bezwada gneiss^ from the town of that name, 
where it is typically developed. It forms a band along the edge of the 
alluvial area from the Kistna northwards to the Goddvari, and, from its posi- 
tion as well as the less degree of metamorphism it has undergone, is 
believed to be newer than the other gneisses. With the exception of thin 
subordinate bands of quartz-schist and quartzose gneiss, the usual rock 
is of a dark browmish colour, composed principally of lustrous red murchi- 
sonite, which sometimes so predominates that there are seams, and even 
thick beds, of felspar rock, the murchisonite being then granular. Garnets 
are frequently scattered through the rock and often extremely abundant. 
Here and there graphite occurs in sufficient abundance to convert the rock 
into a graphitic schist, 

These rocks appear to extend northwards along the coast as far as 
Vizagapatam*, where they attain an extensive development, and, besides 
the types of rock seen further south, contain some bands of crystalline 
limestone. 

In the southern part of this area important mica mines have lately 
been opened in some very coarse granite intrusions. At Inikurti the 
crystals are as much as 10 feet in diameter, sheets of 4 or 5 feet across 
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Fi^. 3. Mica mines at Inikurti. 

have been obtained, free from adventitious inclusions which would spoil 
» W. Kinjr, Memoirs, XVI, 206, (1880). I » W. Kin#?, Records, XIX, ^A 9 $ 
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their commercial value, but the size of the crystals can ^perhaps be best 
realised from the photograph reproduced in figure 3. 


In the south Marathi country, and in the Bellary district, the massive 
type of gneiss, resembling that of Bundelkhand, is largely developed 
The outcrops form broad bands intervening between the strips of trans- 
ition rocks, which rest on an eroded surface of the granitoid gneiss. 
There are two principal types of this,' first a fine or medium-grained red- 
dish or grey rock, sometimes so homogeneous as to be hardly distin- 
guishable from a felsite, whose most remarkable accessory mineral is 
pistacite, occurring in veinlets and films lining the joints, and also as grains 
scattered through the mass of the rock. The other type is coarse-grained, 
often highly porphyritic, and is principally developed in the west, while 
the finer-grained types are more common in the east of the district. The 
foliation in the coarse-grained porphyritic rock is very obscure, and the 
prevailing felspar a pink ortboclase. 

Schistose-foliated gneiss is found in a band lying between the massive 
porphyritic rock of Bellary and the band of Dhdrw^rs to the south-west, the 
principal form of rock is quartzo-hornblendic, but no sections showing the 
contact of this rock with those on either side were seen. 

Numerous veins of granite, composed of quartz, red or pink’orthcclasc, 
and pistacite, are found intersecting the granitoid gneiss near Gooty, and 
the schistose bornblendic gneiss further south. 

The crystalline rocks in Bellary district are, as a rule, very unlike the 
mass of the gneisses in the east and south of the Peninsula, but bear 
a very strong petrographical likeness to the Bundelkhand gneiss. The 
resemblance is not only a petrographical one in hand specimens, but 
also a very striking one in the features of the landscapes of parts of these 
two widely remote regions — a likeness abundantly confirmed by compari- 
son of good photographic views of the granitoids in both tracts. 

The long, narrow, serrated edges of quartz reefs, which form such 
frequent and striking a feature in the Bundelkhand landscape, are nearlv 
as common in Bellary district and other parts of the Ceded Districts, and. 
like those in Central India, they not unfrequently attain to heights of* 
500 to 600 feet and upwards above the general level. The granitoid 
gneisses in Bellary district and the adjacent districts of Anantdpur, 
Karnul, and Cuddapah, are also traversed by very numerous trap dykes, 
of great size and length, which often rise into bold crests and ridges, form- 
ing very conspicuous objects in the landscape. The relation of these to 
the gneisses and to the great quartz reefs is precisely the same as in the 
typical Bundelkhand area. 

* The description in the text is based on Records, XIX, ICO, ( 886) .ind a forthcoming 
R B. Foote, Memoirs, XU, 37, (1876), on the Bellar^ dUtrict. 
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A further ii<vtewortby fact, in perfect agreement 'with the geological 
structure of the Bundelkhand gneiss, is the total absence, as far as our 
present knowledge goes, of limestones in the gneissic region of Bellary, 
the south Maratlia country, the Raichur Do^b, and the districts of Ananti- 
pur, Karnul, and Cuddapah* Yet another point in which the granit- 
oid gneisses of Bundelkhand and Bellary show a strong similarity, is 
in the extraordinary rarity of accessory minerals — a point in which they 
differ much from the gneisses in the eastern Carnatic** 

The gneissic rocks of Siwantw^ri and Ratnigiri in the Konkan, as 
the low country between the Sahyadri range and the sea is called, W'ould 
seem, from Mr. Wilkinson’s description, to be more varied than on the 
Deccan plateau above the ghats. The distribution in separate bands of 
more massive and more schistose characters does not occur. The beds con- 
sist of true gneiss a well foliated quartzo-felspathic rock), micaceous 
and hornblendic schists, quartzites, and altered micaceous sandstones, with 
some subordinate bards of granitic and sycnitic gneiss, also occasional 
talcose, chloride and actinolitic schists. The mass of porphyritic syenite 
forming Wajhiri hill, five miles from Vengurla, is considered to be intru- 
sive.* 

In south Malabar Mr. Lake^ has described three principal types of 
gneissose rocks, which appear to be of different ages. They firstly ^ the 

quartzose gneiss, composed principally of quartz and hornblende, or some- 
times mica, the other minerals are frequently absent, and thick bands of 
pure quartz occur , large masses and runs of very hornblendic rock are also 
found, and some beds consist principally of quartz and hsematite, the latter 
apparently due to the decoinp ^sition of garnets. Secondly^ the garnetiferous 
gneiss, usually a granular rock, wdth much quartz, a little felspar, and horn- 
blende in varying, though seldom, large, proportion; garnets characterise the 
rock, and are occasionally very abundant, but usually subordinate to the 
quartz. Thirdly^ the felspathic gneiss, in which felspar forms the principal 
constituent, quartz also occurs, but there is very little of any other mineral. 
There are also exposures of granitoid and hornblendic gneissose rocks w'hich 
appear to be intrusive and do not cover any large area in the district. 

The distribution of the three types of gneiss presents some features of 
interest. The quartzose type of rock is found in two areas, which are pro- 
bably connected with each other in the intervening unsurveyed ground. The 
strike of the foliation is nearly north and south. The quartzose gneiss 
is succeeded to the west by the garnetiferous, and this again by the felspathic 

* This and the tno preceding paragraphs are clature between different observers in these 
extracted from Mr R. B. Foote’s unpublished rocks; what some might call an altered 
Memoir on the Bellary district. micaceous sandstone others would name a 

^ Kecords^W ^ 4^ (1871). Some allowance quartz-schist, 
must be made lor discrepancies of nomen- ^ ^Memoirs, XXIV, 209, (iSpo), 
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gneiss, in which the foliation runs nearly east and west, ^ut bends round 
the outcrops of the quartzose gneiss, in a manner suggesting very 
strongly that they are of different ages and that the latter is the oldest. 
The foliation is usually coincident with the banding in all three types, but 
where the east and west foliation bends round the north and south foliation, 
there are occasional discrepancies. 

Our next note upon these rocks refers to the south-east VVaindd, on 
the uplands of Mysore at the north-west base of the Nilgiris. In the little 
map published with Dr. King's report ^ on this ground the greater part of 
the area is shown to be within the region of the steady east noith-east 
strike which obtains in the Nilgiris and along the south-east edge of the 
Mysore plateau, but towards the north there is an area of troubled di[)s, 
centred round two masses of granitoid rock forming the Mani malai and 
Yedakal malai, north of which the foliation again passes into the normal 
north-north-west strike of the Sahy^dri. Dr. King treats these granitic 
masses as doubtfully intiusive. This Nilgiri strike is noted as distinctly 
that of the lamination and bedding of the gneiss as well as of the folia- 
tion, the general dip here being southerly. Four belts of gneiss are 
recognised in the south Wainad, the quarlzo-hornblendic gneiss of the 
northern face of the Nilgiris, and below (north) of it the Devala band 
of highly felspathic gneiss with two minor belts of chloritic giuuss. 
North of this is the quartzose and ferruginous band forming the Mar- 
panmadi range, beyond which is a broad area of more varied gneiss. 
'I he auriferous quartz-reefs are perhaps most developed in the Devala 
band. Their lie is peculiar, the strike is north-north-west, correspoii'iing 
with that of the gneiss in the country to the north, and at right angles to 
that of the rocks in which they occur, yet they generally have a low dip 
from io° to 30®, always easterly. One small trap dyke occurs in the 
Devala band, running east by north, nearly in the strike of the gneiss. 

In the Nilgiris* massive (obscurely foliated) gneiss prevails, but it 
is of a very different type from the massive gneiss of the south Mariltlnl 
country, which is granitoid and copiously felspathic. It is in the very 
hornblendic variety of the gneiss, such as prevails over the northern 
portion of the Nilgiri plateau, that the foliation is least marked. 
The rock is described as hard, tough, and black, breaking with an even 
fracture and consisting of an intimate mixture of quartz and horn- 
blende, with some garnets. It was taken by early observers for syenite 
and greenstone. A similar rock, but with a variable proportion of felspar, 
is very common in the central parts of the hills There are also several 
strong courses of a quarlzo-felspathic gneiss, which has been t.iken 


^JRecofds, Vqil. 29, (1S75). 


^ Memoiis, I, 218, (1858;. 
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for graphic graijite.* Locally this gneiss also contains garnets in great 
quantity. 

A few thin dykes of trap have been observed in the Nilgiri hills, but 
no granitic veins. Small irregular veins of white quartz are common, but 
no reefs have been observed. 

To the south, as well as to the north, of the Nflgiris the gneiss of the 
low ground becomes well foliated and schistose. South of Coimbatoie 
a band of limestone has been observed in the metamorphic rocks. Granit- 
ic veins are also common in this neighbourhood, being especially 
conspicuous in the hill of Sankari Drug, but no intruded granite mass 
of large dimensions occurs. Mr. H. F. Blanford, from whom the notes 
on the Nilgiris are taken, describes* a band of granitic rock to the 
north of Trichinopoli, and points out that this band is possibly a con- 
tinuation of the very similar rocks of Coimbatore. In Trichinopoli, as 
to the ^^estward, there is no massive intrusion, but the whole band 
(about four to six miles wide) may be considered rather as a network of 
veins, running generally in the planes of foliation of a shattered band 
of highly foliated hornblendic gneiss, which is frequently twisted and 
contorted in every direction. The veins consist of a largely crystalline 
binary granite, mica occurring but rarely. The proportions of quartz and 
felspar vary greatly, and these ingredients sometimes affect the structure 
known as graphic granite. Mica is altogether a rare ingredient in the 
gneiss of this region of the Peninsula. 

A considerable area of the gneissic rocks of Southern India, from the 
Cauvery northwards, has been mapped in some detail. The geology has 
been described by Messrs. King and Foote, and the leading features have 
been made out, or at least suggested.^ The belt of granitic intrusion 
along the north bank of the Cauvery, already mentioned, is on an anticlinal 
axis. Beds of variable gneiss and schists, with some limestone, dip from 
it on both sides. To the north they pass under the great mass of rocks 
forming the several clusters of hills in the Salem district, where, as in the 
Nilgiris, a syenitoid hornblendic gneiss is very prominent. With it 
are associated the various magnesian schists from which the magnesite of 
the ‘‘chalk hills'^ is derived * and also the great beds of magnetite which 
have made Salem famous as an iron-producing district. These are not 
\ odes, but regularly bedded masses of banded iron-ore and quartz, associated 
with the gneiss. With the aid of the very conspicuous outcrops formed 
by this rock, several great features of contortion have been made out, 
proving the strata to be frequently repeated at the surface. 

^ Recent unpublished observations by Mr. * Recent observations, as yet unpublished 
Holland indicate the probability that some of by Mr. Holland, show that the magn^^site is 
these are intrusive. probably derived from the decomposition of the 

* MemoirSj Wf 30, (1863). ultrabaslc intrusive rocks which he has detected 

* Menfiirs, IV, 269, ‘1864) Jn this district. 
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A collection of rock specimens from the Salem district, made by Les- 
chenault de la Tour in 1819, has recently been made the subject of an 
important study by M. Lacroix,’ who found among them an interesting 
series of acid and basic gneisses, scapolite bearing rocks, and mica 
schists. The greater part of his results are of a lithological and mineral- 
ogical nature, too isolated in their bearing on Indian geology to bear 
summarising here, and his suggestion, that the specimens belong to three 
separate stages, corresponding to those known as 5^, /c* and k of the 
geological map of France, yet waits the confirmation of detailed work 
in the field. The paper is, however, of importance, apart from the valu- 
able results it contains, as showing how much remains to be done in the 
study of the Indian gneissose rocks. 

In South Arcot, to the east of the Salem hill-groups, a considerable 
area is occupied by rocks having a very granitic aspect, yet showing in 
many places an appearance of stratification and occurring in great con- 
tinuous ridges, which apparently form anticlinal and synclinal folds. The 
rock is composed of quartz and white and pink felspar. It frequently 
contains blocks, both angular and rounded, of hornblende schist. Alto- 
gether, the nature of this rock and its position in the metainorphic series 
are still open questions. 

North of Trichinopoli a change takes place in the direction of the 
strike of the metamorphic foliation analogous to that noticed in the 
Waindd. The east-north-east direction changes rapidly into north-north- 
east, parallel to the Coromandel coast. The regularity of the coast-line 
IS no doubt connected with this fact, and it is interesting to note how the 
main structural features of the fundamental rocks thus determine the 
actual configuration of the Peninsula. All the fossiliferous deposits, 
and even the later azoic formations, are but patches on the weather-worn 
surface of this most ancient gneissic mass. 

In the Madura and Tinnevelli districts the gneissose rocks are of 
two types,* one the ordinary granitoid gneiss, the other described as 
granular quartz rock, and Mr. Foote believed that he had recognised no 
less than six alternations of these in the northern portion of the Madura^ 
district. Such supposed stratigraphic.il successions, however, in rocks that 
have been so highly metamorphosed and disturbed as these, are open to 
grave elements of doubt. Both micaceous and hornblendic types of gneiss 
are found, granite intrusions arc not abundant, quartz veins are rare, 
and trappean intrusions almost entirely absent. A few exposures ol 
coarsely crystalline limestone in the gneiss are recorded. 

Soc, Frang. Mtnh (1889). | XXIV. i55-t66. (1891). 

Translated by Mr. F. R. Mallet, ^Records, I * U. B, Foote, Memom,, XX, 10, (1883). 
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A few words may here be said regarding the distribution of the trap 
dykes which traverse the gneisses of southern India. They are extremely 
rare in T inne\elli and south Tiavancore, and very few are seen in Madura? 
Pudukatt^ti, south Trichinopoli, or in the banJ penetrated by granite 
veins north of the Cauvery In north Trichinopoli, Salem, and South Arcot 
the number increases, but in Coimbatore they are not numerous On the 
Nflgiris they are few and small, and only one is known in the Wainid. In 
North Arcot they are very numerous, and often large and of great length, 
they continue to be numerous in south west Cuddapah and AnanUpur, 
becoming less so in Bellary and Karnul. In Chengalpat, Nellore, and 
Kistna they are not common, and none very large. 

In composition the trap is dioriiic, usually of medium gram, though 
both very coarse and very fine-grained varieties are met with. The in- 
trusions are of very ancient date, and probably connected with the vol* 
canic outbursts of the Cuddapah system The ancient volcanic neck of 
Wajra Karur, a notice of which will be found in a subsequent chapter, 
may be connected with them. 

Turning northwards to the AravalU range, we have very few observa- 
tions recorded, regarding the gneissose rocks. In some exposures 
in the northern part of the range and on its eastern margin, beds 
belonging to one of the transition systems are said to rest unconformably 
on granitoid gneiss,* but in the central portion of the range the contact 
is said to be transitional and accompanied by an interstratilication 
of the transition beds with the gneiss. It is not impossible that there is 
gneiss of at least tw^o distinct ages in the range, but the appaient trans- 
ition is probably due to the disturbance the beds have undergone, and 
the apparent interstratification to veins of gneissose granite intrusive 
along the planes of bedding. True granite is known to occur abundantly 
in the Ar^xallis. 

The gneiss of Mount Abu and its neighbourhood is said to be highly fels- 
pathic, massive, and crystalline, but occasionally a few schistose beds occur. 

At the southern end of the range, in the lower Narbada valley, near 
Jobat, w'ell foliated gneisses, with quartz and hornblende schists, are promi- 
•nent, while mica schists and granitoid rocks are rare. Limestone and 
slates occur among the metamorphics, but whether the association is real, 
or only due to the disturbance they have undergone, is not clear.* 


In extra-peninsular India the gneissose and granitoid rocks occupy a 
smaller proportion of the total area and, except in a small portion of the 
Himalayas, have been even less studied than in the Peninsula. 

I C. A Hackett, Uccoids, XIV, 279, (1881). | » P N. Bose, Memoirs, XXI, 7, (i88^) 
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Of the gneissose rocks of AfghAnistAn we have veryjittle information 
They are known to occur in the Safed Koh and in the Hindu Kush, and 
probably occupy the greater part of KafiristAn, up to the region of the 
PAmfrs. 

In the Himalayas the few observations that have been recorded are 
often of a misleading nature, ow'ing to the difficulty there often is in 
distinguishing between true gneiss which has become so metamorphosed 
as to be passing into granite, and granite which has assumed the foliated 
stiucture characteristic of gneiss. The bioad features of the distribution 
of the gneissose rocks in the north-w^estern portion of the HimAlayas 
are tolerably known, and it is found that the area occupied by them 
not only corresponds to the regions of special geological elevation, 
but is approximately coincident with the principal ranges of high peaks, 
the coincidence being due quite as much to the comparatively greater 
resistance offered to denudation by the crystalline rocks, as to the fact 
of these being areas of greater special upheaval. 

In the region north-west of Kashmir, where the HimAIayas and Hindu 
Kush meet, there is known to be a large extent of gneissose rock associated 
with some schistose slates and crystalline limestones, but no lithological 
details of importance are available. 

In Kashmir territory the boundaries of the crystalline rocks have been 
approximately mapped, and the rocks themselves cuisorily described by 
Mr. Lvdekker,' but his description, being based on rapid traverses, contains 
few details of sufficient importance and certainty to be repeated here, and 
fails moreover in alw^ays distinguishing between the gneissose granite 
and granitoid gneiss. Mr. I.ydckker believed that the gneissose rocks 
were of two ages, — for the one, the older, he retained Dr. Stoliezka’s name 
of central’^ gneiss, while the newer gneiss was regarded as conformable 
with, and in part formed by the metamorphism of, the sedimentary unfossiL 
iferous slates, believed to be of silurian age, so largely developed in the 
HimAlayas. It is more than probable that the HimAlayan gneiss, like that 
of the Peninsula, belongs to more than one system, and is not all of one age; 
but the second conclusion, though in consonance with a somewhat discredit- 
ed theory of metamorphism, is open to doubt. 1 he apparent interstratifica- 
tion of gneiss with schistose slates and limestone appears, in at least some 
instances, to have been due to foliated granite, intruded along the bedding 
planes, and the apparent complete metamorphism of the slates into gneiss 
is probably due either to a complete obliteration of the sedimentary rocks 
by a gneissose granite, or to a misintcrpietation of the scattered observa- 
tions, 

* XXII, 265, (1883). It must be re- [ widely separated traverses of the country 

membered that the observations were made on ' which has not yet been examined in detail. 
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It is certain, ]|iowever, that in Zanskar, Rupshu, and the gneissose area 
which extends along the main axis of the Himalayas north of Kumdun, true 
gneiss is largely developed. In places this is well foliated, and exhibits a 
succession of parallel layers, of differing mineral constitution, which are 
strongly suggestive of an origin by some process of sedimentation.' But 
often the gneiss is extremely granitoid, w'ith the bedding vjery obscurely 
exhibited, and it is at present uncertain whether this is merely the 
result of a more advanced metamorphism of the bedded gneiss or indicates 
a difference of age. 

No careful and critical examination of these gneisses has been made as 
yet. The principal minerals are quartz, orthoclase, and mica, in varying 
proportions, but plagioclase felspars, schorl, garnet, and kyanite are not 
uncommon accessory constituents. In some of the beds porphyritic crys- 
tals of orthoclase are found, of lenticular shape with a well developed crys- 
talline structure, exhibiting universally a twinning of the Carlsbad type, 
with the plane of twinning coincident with that of the foliation. 

The gneiss of the Dctrjiling district is of the foliated type, apparently 
a true gneiss* composed of translucent colourless quartz, opaque white 
felspar and dark brown and silvery mica, varying in texture from fine- 
grained to moderately coarse. The gneiss frequently passes into mica 
schist or felspathic mica schist, bands of quartzite are rare, while horn- 
blendic rocks are extremely uncommon and in beds of insignificant 
thickness. Almost the only accessory minerals are kyanite, schorl, and 
garnet, the two last often forming large-sized crystals in the schists. 

The well-bedded gneisses seen on the ascent from the Sutlej valley 
to the Babeh pass, were originally classed by Dr. Stoliezka* with his 
“central*^ gneiss, which he considered as forming the original central 
axis of the Himalayan chain, on either side of which the subsequent de- 
posits were accumulated. The name has, after being current for many 
years, been abandoned of late, as it implies a theory which, to say the 
least, has not been proved, and because a granitoid porphyritic rock, 
which was included with these bedded gneisses and regarded as the 
typical member of the system, has since been shown to be a true granite 
in its mode of occurrence. 

This rock consists of porphyritic crystals of orthoclase imbedded in a 
fine-grained matrix composed of quartz, orthoclase, some plagioclase 
felspar, and mica, both biotite and muscovite, as well as crypto-crystalline 
mica whose exact mineralogical species is indeterminable, with magnetite, 
garnet and schorl as accessory minerals.* The larger masses of this rock 

^ It is now well established that the apparent beds themselves occasionally show palpable 
stratification of the crystalline gneisses is indications of their detrital origin, 
often deceptive. In the cases referred to in * F. R. Mallet, Meimirs^ XI, 43, (1874) 
vhe text this cannot always be the case, for not ^ Memoir V, 15, (186$). 
only are acres of surface of a single bed occa- « C, A. McMahon, Records, X, 22 ; XV, 34 
sionally exposed on the sleep hill-sides, but the XV* 129 ; XVH, 53 168 ; (1877-84). 
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exhibit slight traces of foliation, generally recognisable in the field, 
but barely, if at all, in hand specimens. Besides the larger, slightly 
foliated, intrusions it is found in sheets, generally intruded along the planes 
of bedding, and traceable at times for distances of 20 miles with a fairly 
constant thickness of as many feet. Under these circumstances, it has a 
remarkable resemblance to a truly interbedded rock, a resemblance en- 
hanced by the well-developed foliation, parallel to the bounding sur- 
faces, which these thin sheets invariably exhibit. But there is one con- 
stant character which marks both the thin sheets and the larger, less foli- 
ated, masses as intrusive, and that is the presence of numerous porphyritic 
crystals of orthoclase, one and all twinned on the Carlsbad type, varying in 
size from half an inch to as much as six inches across, and lying with their 
axes pointing in every direction. 

The small amount of disturbance with which the intrusion was 
accompanied, is in many cases remarkable. It is especially conspicuous in 
the case of the Chor mountain, which rises to a height of nearly 12,000 
feet, 25 miles south-east of Simla. All round this mountain the stratified 
rocks are comparatively little disturbed, dipping inwards on all sides, 
and in the centre of this quaquaversal dip the granite has risen, as if 
it had simply dissolved and absorbed the rocks whose place it occupies, 
riiere is some direct evidence that such really was the case, for in the 
south-eastern portion of the intrusion, where it has replaced volcanic 
beds of the carbonaceous system, the fine-grained matrix is coloured dark 
green from the amount of hornblende it contains, a mineral which is 
usually conspicuous by its absence. Even the thin sheets appear to have 
been intruded to some degree in the same manner, for the further they 
are traced fiom their parent mass the more micaceous, ihat is to say the 
more impure, do they become, till the mica in some cases becomes so 
abundant that the rock splits easily into large flags. This contami- 
nation of the rock only extends to the matrix, and the porphyritic ortho- 
clase crystals are unaffected, showing that they had already solidified, and 
crystallised out from the still fluid or pasty magma, when the rock was 
intruded into its present position. 

A similar porphyritic granite is found in Hazara, where it has been 
graphically described by Mr. Wynne, ^ it occurs in the core of a highly, 
compressed anticlinal fold in the Pir Panjil and Dhiola Dhdr ranges, 
and extends eastwards along the ranges bordering the Sutlej valley. 
It is also found in the gneissic area to the north of this line, associated 
with the true gneisses of Zanskar and Rupshu, and, to the south of the 
main axis of intrusion, is found in the Chor mountain already referred to, 
and in the Dudatoli mountain in Garhwdl. Intrusions also occur in Kumdun 
which have not yet been mapped in detail. 

* Records ^ XII, 118, (1879). 
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The date of these intrusions is still undetermined, and the evidence is 
contradictory. On the one hand, we have the recorded occurrence of blocks 
of it in the so called Panjdl conglomerate of Kashmir,^ but on the 
other, the intrusive masses of the Pir Panjil and Dhdola Dh^r ranges must 
have been in a plastic condition subsequent to the period of deposition of 
the beds in which these boulders viere imbedded. The probable explana- 
tion is that the boulders were derived from an ancient land area, composed 
of a rock very similar to the porphyritic granite of the Dn^ola Dhdr, and 
that in the great compression and disturbance which caused the elevation 
of the Himalayas this rock was once more fused and intruded into the 
position where it is now found. 

Another very characteristic intrusive rock of the Himalayas is a white 
granite, occurring in veins of various sizes and degrees of coarseness of 
texture. The granite consists of quartz, white felspar, which in at least 
one instance is oligoclase,* and muscovite. Schorl is a very common acces- 
sory constituent, and beryl, fluor spar, and garnet are found. The rock is a 
very common and conspicuous one along the principal axis of the Himalayas, 
occurring in intrusive masses and innumerable veins, ramifying through 
the gneiss and schists, and even penetrating the slates. Its intrusion 
appears to have been, generally, of later date than the porphyritic granite. 

Syenite is largely developed in the range north of the Indus and w^est 
of Leh, where it is unconformably overlaid by the eocene beds of the 
Indus valley. Another outcrop of ‘^yen'te is knowm, east of Chakidta in 
Jaunsar, but this is intrusive in the slates, and is very probably of later 
origin than the Ladikh rock. 

From a geographical point of view, Assam and the Shillong plateau 
could not be affiliated to the Peninsula, but, geologically, this would 
appear to be their proper connection, since the prevailing rocks clorely 
resemble the gneissic and transition formations of Bengal, and differ 
widely from the rocks of the adjoining mountains to the north and east. 
The structural characters bear the same relation ; on the edges of the 
Shillong plateau secondary and tertiary strata lie quite horizontally, 
while much younger deposits have undergone intense disturbance in the 
contiguous Himalayan and Burmese regions. The plateau thus forms a 
wedge-like mass of neutral ground, occupying an acute angle between 
two regions of contortion. 

The ground to w'hich these remarks apply is not known to extend 
north-eastwards, beyond the Uhaneswari (Dhansiri) river, though it is likely 
that the gneissic rocks stretch for some distance under the alluvium of 

Memoirs, XXII, 280. (1883). | first incorrectly described as albite. SeeF R 

Memoirs, V, 14, (1865). The felspar was at ^>allet, Records, XIV, 238, (1881) 
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upper Assam. The principal area is the continuous hill-mass, 250 miles 
long, between the Dhaneswari and Brahmaputra, The wliole of the lower 
Assam valley may be included in the same geological region, for the numer- 
ous hills protruding through the alluvium, north of the Brahmaputra, consist 
of the same gneiss, and not of the Himalayan type of metamorphic rocks. 

The most interesting of these outcrops in the low ground of the Brah- 
maputra valley is one observed by Mr. Mallet^ within 200 yards of the 
tertiary sandstone at the base of the Himalayas, on the left bank of the 
Raidak river, in the western Bhutdn DwArs. It is really within the sub- 
Himalayan zone, being up a river-valley, inside the mean outer boundary 
of the sandstones. 'I he rock is thick-bedded hornblende-schist, a com- 
mon type of rock in the Bengal gneiss, but one that is rare in the DArjil- 
ing gneiss of the adjoining mountains. This is the only instance of close 
proximity of the azoic rocks of the Peninsula to the Himalayas. 

The only observations hitherto made on this Assam gneiss prove little 
more than that it has a likeness to the Bengal rock, and that the general 
strike is the same. Some granitic intrusions occur in the transition rocks 
of the Shillong area, in connection with v\hich they will be noticed. 

Gncissose rocks are largely developed in the hill ranges which run 
southwards from the eastern termination of the Himdlayas, to the east of 
Burma and Tenasserim, but very little is known of their constitution. 
More or less granitoid gneiss, hornblendic gneiss, crystalline limestone, 
quartzite and schists of various kinds are found. In many places the 
gneiss becomes a true granite, and much of the area is occupied by a rock 
which has been described by various observers as an eruptive granite. 
Some of the granitoid poitions of the rock weather into remarkable 
rounded masses resembling perched blocks, isolated from each other 
oy the disintegration of the intervening rock * The hornblendic gneiss 
appears to be less common than in the Peninsula of India, while cry.->tal- 
line limestone is not uncommon. 

These gneissic formations are known to be metalliferous in several 
places. Tin occurs in abundance in Tenasserim and the Malay Peninsula, 
lead and silver mines— one of them at least, the famous Bau-duen-gyee, 
of very large dimensions and highly productive — exist in the Shan States* 
north-east of Ava, while the valuable and productive ruby mines of 
Mogouk and the less important ones nearer the capital, are situated in the 
same series of metamorphic rocks. 

From the foregoing brief account of the present state of our knowledge 
of the gneissose rocks of India, some idea of its imperfection can be 

* XI, 44> (i?^ 74 )* \ Jour. As, Soc Beng., XXX IV, pt. 2, pl.tes 

’ Sket< hes of these are g'n en b) C. Parish, | yi^ yU yi;;,^ (1865). 
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gathered. As. was stated in the opening paragraph of this chapter, the 
attention of the Geological Survey has, with few exceptions, been only 
incidentally devoted to the gneissose rocks, the exceptions being almost 
exclusively surveys made at an early date, when the true nature and 
origin of these rocks was far less understood than at present. The 
analogy of other countries makes it impossible to doubt that results of 
great importance and value wdll be obtained when the great gneissose area 
of India comes to be examined in detail. 

In the meanwhile th^re seems to be only one thing certain, that w’hat 
has been described as the older or Bundelkhand gneiss had already solidi- 
fied, acquired most if not all of the characteristics it now has, and been 
exposed to extensive denudation, at a period anterior to that of the oldest 
of the distinctly sedimentary rocks of the Peninsula. How far the banded 
gneisses are newer than this, or how far they are the result of subsequent 
changes of the older gneiss, it is at present impossible to say. The re- 
searches that have been made in other countries renders it almost certain 
that, in many cases, what ha.s been described as stratification in the gneiss 
was not produced by any process analogous to sedimentation, but it is a 
result of the deformation and other changes set up in the rock by pressure, 
heat, and the intrusion of foreign igneous rocks. The recognition of this 
will necessitate a profound modification of many of the passages in this 
chapter, a modification whose extent and limit it is not yef possible to 
indicate. 
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Resting upon the crystalline gneisses, and intervening between them and 
the oldest fossiliferous beds of the Peninsula, there are a number of rock 
systems whose age it is impossible to determine with certainty, whether 
relative to the European sequence or, in many cases, relative to each other. 
This difficulty is due to the complete absence of any recognisable fossil, 
an absence which in many cases is easily explicable by the disturbance 
and partial metamorphism the beds have undergone, but equally often they 
have undergone little or no disturbance, and are apparently admirably 
fitted for the preservation of the remains of such animals as may have lived 
when they were deposited. 

Failing fossil evidence, we are compelled to fall back on lithological 
characters and the degree of disturbance or inetamorphism the beds have 
undergone, and on these grounds they can be divided into a number of 
separate systems, representing different periods, or at any rate different 
areas, of deposition, and these systems can again be divided into tv^o 
groups, — an older which, as a rule, has undergone considerable disturbance 
and some degree of metainorphism, and a newer which, as a rule, shows 
only gentle dips and a much less degree of alteration than the other. The 
characters are by no means constant; the Gwalior rocks, which we wilP 
have to include among the older group of systems, are almost undisturbed, 
while the Cuddapahs, which will fall among the newer, are in places highly 
compressed and contorted. On the whole, however, the distinction appears 
to be valid, as it certainly is convenient for the purposes of description, 
though it is impossible to say how far the eras represented by the two may 
not^have overlapped each other. 

The newer of these groups of rock systems we can, with some degree 
of propriety, class as older palaeozoic, and for the older the name ^ transition^ 
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has become customary. This word is not intended to imply any theory 
as to the mode of origin of the deposits, but merely to indicate their posi- 
tion, intermediate between the older crystalline gneisses and the newer 
sedimentary deposits, which have undergone a less degree of disturbance 
and metamorphism. 

The most recently recognised of the transition rock systems, though 
probably the oldest in point of age, is that which has been described by 
Mr. Foote under the niSne of Dh^rwir system.^ As at present seen, it 
a series of long bands and elongated outliers of highly disturbed 
beds, folded and faulted into the gneiss, which have a general noith-north- 
uest and south-south-east strike, and extend from the southern limit of 
the Deccan trap to the Can very valley, south of which only a few small 
outliers are known. 'I hese outcrops exhibit two t}pes of stricture. The) 
are either a sharply folded synclinal or series of synclinals, or else, show- 
ing on one side, usually the west, a natuial boundary of oiiginal contact, 
they are cut off on the other by a fault of great throw, by which the softer 
beds of the upper Dlidiwars have been dropped down, and so preserved 
from entile removal. 

The most westerly of these bands commences in the north as a seiies of 
inliers in the Kalddgi basin north-east of Belgjtum. Fiom the southern 
edge of this basin it runs down, with a width of lo t^o i6 miles, past Dh^r- 
wdr to the rungabhadra river. Here it spreads out and covers a large area 
in north-western Mysore, sending one offshoot down to within 40 miles of 
the city of Mysore, while another may possibly run southwards from Shimoga 
down into the low country of .south K^nara. The next of these bands 
starts at the southern boundaiy of the Kalddgi rocks and runs by Dambai 
and Chitaldrilg to Chiknayakanhalh. South of this the band bifurcates, — one 
branch extends to Seiingapatam, the other, running somew hat cast of south, 
crosses the Bangalore-Mysorc railway. A thiid band luns along the noith- 
east boundary of the Kal^dgi rocks, cast of Bellary, and on to the Penner 
river. Between this and the last-mentioned band there is a tiact of 
Dhirwdr rocks forming the Sandur hills and copper mountains west of 
Bellary. A fourth band runs southwards through the Shordpur distiict 
past Maski to near the Tungabhadra. 

Besides these larger bands there are a number of outliers, the mest 
important of which are those which form the gold-iields of Kol^r, and the 
three bands, further east, w'hich run out from under the Cuddapahs. 

The rocks of the Dhirwir system are hornblendic and chloritic 
schists, phyllites and conglomerates, associated with contemporaneous trap, 
banded jasper, and ha;matitic quartzites. The degree of metamorphism 

* Th<* principal published descriptions of the text are principally based on the unpub* 
the Dhdrwdr system are in XXI, 40*56, lished Memoir on the Bellary district by 

(i 888), and XXII, 17-39, ( I Shp) Ihe notes in Mr. R B Foute. 
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they have undergone appears to vary considerably and to be connected 
with the varying and often extreme degree of compression they have 
undergone. Generally speaking, the beds are distinctly schistose and fre- 
quently well-characterised schists, but in places they are described as arc 
gillites, which readily weather into soft shale. The dioritic traps, which are 
usually found conspicuously developed in the lower part of the series, arc 
replaced by hornblende schists on some of the highly disturbed sections, 
and the pebbles in the conglomerates have occasionally been deformed 
into long rod-like forms. 

Conglomerates are of frequent occurrence at and near the base of the 
system, some being of the ordinary type of true conglomerate, others of 
that type, consisting of boulders scattered through a fine-grained matrix, 
for which the name of ‘boulder beds’ has been suggested. The included 
pebbles and jjoulders consist of various varieties of schist, quartz, quartz- 
ite, grit, banded hornstone, and gneiss. 

The haematitic quartzites are composed of alternating layers of quartz- 
ite and haematite In proportions varying from a rich, pure, Inematite iron 
ore on the one hand, to a banded hornstone containing little or no 
iron on the other. These haematite beds are everywhere found in the 
lotvcr portion of the system, and owing to their hardness, they stand 
up as sharp ridges from the softer schists, which have been denuded away 
from their sides, thus acquiring a conspicuousness quite out of proportion 
to their real importance. 1 hey arc specially abundant in the Sandur state, 
where there are vast supplies of a rich, pure, haematite iron ore, formerly 
worked to a considerable extent, by the natives of the country. The 
industry is now almost extinct, as much in consequence of the reckless 
d’estruction of forests as the competition of imported iron. 

'1 he Dh^rw dr system is economically important as it carries all the 
paying gold leefs that have yet been discoveied in Southern India, all the 
known gold fields being on the Dhdrw'dr outcrops, and all trials outside 
them having so far led to nothing but disap[Jointment. The gold apj^ears 
to be most abundant in the outcrops situated in Mysore territory, where 
gold-mining has, within late years, passed through the phase of fierce 
speculation into a well-established and lemunerative industry. The reefs 
have been mined in prehistoric times by miners, VNhose workings, in spite 
of their primitive appliances, penetrated to depths of over 200 feet in 
places and, besides the abundant mines, old dressing floors can still 
be found, with the mortars in which the quartz was crushed, generally 
small hollows in which the quartz was pounded, but occasionally large 
saucer shaped depressions in which huge blocks of granitoid gneiss of a 
ion and more in weight were rolled round and round. 

The relation of the Dh^rwdr system to the granitoid gneiss is one of 
most xinequivocal unconformity. Wherever a section showing the original 
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contact is founcj,* the bottom beds of the Dhdrw^irs are found to rest on an 
uneven eroded surface of the granitoid gneiss. Yet gneissoid beds are 
occasionally found in the Dhdrwdrs and a section, east of Memkal in Bellary, 
is recorded, where several alternations of micaceous gneiss with quartzites 
and hoinblende schists are seen. 1 he section is, however, exceptional, the 
gneiss is described as differing more from the typical granitoid than from 
the Dhdiwdr schists with which it is stratigraphically connected, and it is 
possible that the interbedded gneiss may be metamorphosed arkose. There 
is of course the alternative interpretation that the Dhdrwdrs are here 
locally in contact with a gneiss newer than that to which they are so dis- 
tinctly unconformable. 

In a northerly direction the Dhdrwdr beds of the central and western 
bands run under the great spread of Deccan trap, but not before their 
npliirned and denuded edges have been seen to be uneonforijiably covered 
by the Cuddapah beds of the Kalddgi area, and to the south-east a similar 
relation subsists between the Dhdrwdrs and the typical Cuddapahs of the 
Cuddapah area. The Dhdr\\<ir system is thus completely isolated, both 
geologically and geographically. 1 he unconformable breaks above and 
below are so great that they indicate nothing more than the necessity for 
an utter separation of the s)stem from any other occurring in its neigh- 
bourhood, while the distance which separates it from the north of the 
peninsular area is too great to allow of its identification on mere litho- 
logical grounds with any of the transition systems there seen. Yet these 
are the only ones on which w^e can venture even a guess at its correlation 
and, so far as they go, the resemblance is greatest in the case of the 
Gwalior system ; contemporaneous dioritic traps occur in both, while the 
naemdtitic quartzites of the Dhdrwdrs resemble the haematite beds of the 
Gwaliors and not those of the Bijdwars in their structure. On the other 
hand, the small amount of inetamorphism or disturbance which the Gwaliors 
have undergone sharply distinguishes them, and it is probable that both 
they and the Bijdwars are newer than the Dhdrw^dis of Southern India, 

There can be little doubt that, when the gneissic area of the Madras 
presidency is more fully surveyed, other outcrops of Dhdiwdr rocks will be 
discovered. At present one, at least, can be indicated in the Nellore Car- 
natic, where a distinct band of more eminently schistose rock^ is said to 
occupy the western edge of the field, the schists being talcose, mica- 
ceous and chloritic, with frequent intercalations of hornblendic bands. 
Interbedded quailzites are common, and a laminated haematitic quartz 
schist occurs south of the Swarnamukhi. Associated with these more foli- 
ated rocks there is a development of trap, both as dykes and as a large 
irregular mass of diorite and greenstone, which was regarded as intrusive 
on the whole, but in certain cases* distinctly stated to be interbedded. This 

* ATmcnVf. \VI, 133, (itSo) | * M^noin, XVI, 150, 1C8, (1880). 
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association of rocks is strongly suggestive of the presence of an outcrop 
of the DhdrwAr system, which had not been separated from the crys- 
tallines at the time the survey was made. 

A good deal of doubt attaches to the mapping of this area owing to 
the occurrence of what appear to be outliers of true Cuddapah quartzites, 
and the difficulty of distinguishing between the less altered and disturbed 
DhdrwAr quartzites and those of the Cuddapah system, where they have 
undergone much disturbance and alteration. Between the Penner and the 
Swarnamukhi| the narrow strips of quartzite appeajr all to be associated with 
contemporaneous traps and schists, and are probably DhArwdrs. North of 
the Penner there seems good reason for supposing that they are Cuddapahs, 


Turning now to the northern part of the Peninsula, we find a great 
system of transition rocks, which has been distinguislicd under the name of 
Hijdwar, from the town of that name in Bundelkhand. By far the greater 
part of the area, over which these rocks originally extended, is now covered 
up by the newer Vindhyans and Deccan trap and they arc only exposed in 
a series of outcrops, of var)ing size, which extend from Bundelkhand to 
south of the Narbadd, a distance of about 100 miles from north-north-west 
to south-south-east, and from Jobat to the upper Son valley, some 500 mile^ 
fiom w'est-south-wTst to east-north-cast. 

The commonest bottom-rock of the Bijdw'ar system in Bundelkhand, 
is a quartzite^ that might locally be called a sandstone. It is generally fine- 
grained, but sometimes, at the base, coarse and conglomeratic from con- 
taining pebbles of white quartz. It rests quite horizontally, or with a 
slight dip, upon a denuded surface of the gneis.s, even in that most western 
part of the area, where the uppermost portion of the Bundelkhand 
gneissic series is supposed to be found.* 

With this quartzite a hornstone-breccia and a limestone are intimately 
associated. They sometimes replace the quartzite as the bottom rock, or 
else are interstratified wdth or overlie it. The hornstone is compact 
quartz, more or less transparent or opaque, of yellow'^, biown, and red 
tints, the angular fragments included in it being general ly of white 
quartz, and alwa)s paler than the matrix. In some cases, if not in all, 
they are clearly not the result of fracture caused by contortion, for the 
breccia mostly lies quite flat upon a firm support. Occasionally the 
former continuity of the detached pieces is evident, the mass looking as 
if thin bands of quartz had been shattered by concussion or shrinkage, 
then re-cemented in place, and the interstices filled by a more jaspidcous 
form of quartz. The limestone, too, is highly silicious, the quartz appear- 
ing both as thin layers and as shapeless, ii regular segregations of chert. 

‘ Memviis, II, ii, (iSoo). j ^ Supt.i, u 37. 
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These bottqm rocks of the Bijawar system in Bijdwar are very irre- 
gular in their distribution. In some sections there is no quartzite, mothers 
no hornstone-breccia or limestone. The total thickness nowhere exceeds 
200 feet. This unevenness of the basement-bed tends to suggest the un- 
conformity of the succeeding deposits, but no confirmation has been found 
of tnis suggestion, on the contrary, sub-schistose shales, like those of the 
upper part of the system, are sparingly intercalated with the limestone and 
quartzite. 

More or Ic'.s earthy ferruginous sandstone, locally somewhat conglo- 
meiatic, is the prevailing upper rock, and is associated with incipiently 
schistose rusty shales. "1 he iron in these rocks is locally concentrated into 
a rich haematite which has been extensively worked. Several thick, but 
discontinuous, beds of dioritic trap occur in the botLom part of the 
group. 

1 he whole Bijdwar system in the t)pical Bijawar area is probably 
not moie than 8oo feet thick. The strata geneially either have a veiy low 
south-easterly dip, or are quite horizontal, but in a few places to the south, 
before they become covered up, they arc seen to have undergone a consid- 
( rable amount of crushing, which has not in the least affected the lower 
Vindhyan rocks immediately overlying. The general immunity from dis- 
lurbance in this small area may be due to the original shallowness of the 
deposits here, w'here they thinned out over the mass of gneiss, which 
afforded an unyielding suppoit against compression. It probable that the 
fransition basin deepens rapidly to the southward, beneath the Vindhyan 
locks, and that the complete unconformity between the Bij^wars and 
Vhe lower Viudliyans, as observed in the Son valley, lapidly replaces the 
general parallelism of stratification that obtains in the Bijawar arci. East 
of the Ken the Bijitvvar rocks soon disappear, being totally cut out by 
the Vindh^ans overlapping on to the old gneiss. From a little west of 
Allah^bdd all the lower azoic rocks are concealed by the Gangetic allu- 
vium, which stretches up to the base of the Vindhyan scarp. 

At the Ken the chaiacter of the bottom Bijdvvar rocks changes rapidly, 
the strong quartzite thins out suddenly, and a prominent rock, on the 
continuation of its strike, is a peculiar, sharply cellular quartzite, much 
quarried for quernstones, but the beds associated with this quartzite 
are sandstones and shales like those of the upper part of the series. In 
the river, and certainly below the horizon of the bottom quartzite of the 
Bijawars w'est of the Ken, there are two or more steady outcrops of pebbly 
sandstones, having the same low’ south-easterly dip as the adjoining Bija- 
war strata, but occurring in the midst of thick pseudo-crystalline gneissic 
rocks. It is important to notice these observations with a view to their veri- 
lication or coriection, for these sandstones seem to have escaped the notice 
of the later observeis, and they are impO’‘tant as fixing the allmities of the 
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associated gneissic strata with the transition series rathe^* than with the 
normal gneiss of Bundelkhand. Very similar rocks are found far to the east 
in an analogous position at the base of the transition series in Behar, and 
again extensively in the Arilvalli region, and the question arises as to 
whether we must not recognise in the great gneissic series some rocks that 
are not metamorphic in the full sense of the word, but are nierely recon- 
solidated granitic or gneissic detritus. 


Proceeding from Bij^war in a south-west direction obliquely across 
the plateau, where the Vindhyans are for the most part covered by the 
Deccan trap, we should strike the Narbadd about Handid, at the west end 
of the wide alluvial plain, 200 miles long, which, in India, is specially desig- 
nated as the Narbadcl valley. West of Handid there is a considerable 
area occupied by transition and gneissic rocks. They abut on the v\est 
against the Vinclhyan rocks of the Dhdr forest area, but appear again in 
the north of this area, and west of it about Bdrwai. These transition 
strata have been fully recognised by Mr. Mallet,' as bottom Hijdwars, con- 
sistiiig of quartzite hornstone-breccia and chert-banded limestone, identical 
with those of Bundelkhand. No associated trap rock was observed. 

These rocks are more disturbed here than in Bijdwar, but Mr. Mallet 
describes their relation to the gneiss as the same, the quartzite being 
often found quite flat and surrounded by vertical strata of the metapior- 
phics. It is only possibfe to question this view by supposing that what 
we take to be stratification in the nietainorphics is a result of molecular 
forces acting on lines of cleavage. This possibility has been forcibly 
argued with reference to this very area, and is connected with the sugges- 
tion that the tw o series may be very closely allied, the gneiss being more 
or less a metamorphic condition of the Bijaw ars. 

Upon the settlement of this question as to the relations between the 
metamorphic and transition series, it wall depend whether the gneiss of 
the Dhdr forest should be affiliated to that of Bundelkhand, or to the sup- 
posed younger gneiss of Bengal. The composition of the Dhdr forest 
gneiss is in favour of the former, as well as the relation stated to subsist 
between it and the Bijawars. 

Here, as so often elsew^here, a doubt occurs as to the intrusive charac- 
ter of the more granitoid varieties of the gneiss. Some hornbiendic and 
earthy schists of this area, as above Mortaka where the Indore railway 
crosses the Narbadd, have been included with the gneiss, but it may be 

questioned if they do not belong to a transition group older than the 
Bijdwars. 

In the lower Nafbadd valley the Bijdwar formation has been recognised* 

^ Hdt'vwii Sf VI, 199j (’^^9)* * V I, 200, (i£ 6 g); XXI, 141 (iS 8 ^). 
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specifically ideijtical uitli the beds in the Dh^r forest, near BAgh and 
Jobat, the two localities being separated by 8o miles of Deccan trap. 

All the most characteristic rocks of the formation are well represented 
at Bagh,’ — quartzite, hornstone, breccia, and cherty limestone,— and here 
again interbedded trap occurs, though not found in the Dh^r forest area. 
Clay-slate, too, is more piominent, and sometimes becomes conglomeratic 
through the presence of pebbles, which are more or less drawn out in the 
direction of the cleavage planes. The town of Bfigh stands near the 
south boundary of the small triangular area of Bij^lw^ars, where it is covered 
by cretaceous rocks, the other two boundaries, with the gneissic rocks, 
being faulted. The area only extends 7 miles to the north-north-west, 
and 5 miles to the ea^t of Bagh. The rocks are highly disturbed and 
cleaved, but the metamorphism is local and moderate. 

Jobat is about 15 miles west-north wTSt of Bdgh, and stands at the 
southern point of another small patch of transition strata. The conditions 
are peculiar and puzzling. The only recognisable Bij^war rock is a veiy 
typical one, a locally brecciated, ferruginous jasper, wdth veins of horn- 
stone. It lies almost horizontally, forming a low' scarped plateau. Along 
the north east border, south of Anthi, black and grey schistose slates ap- 
pear between the jasper and the metamorphics, the foliation and apparent 
bedding in the schistose slates and gneiss being parallel, with a high dip 
to the south-west, Both locks are highly charged wdth vein-quart/, sug- 
gesting local ciushing or faulting. 

1 hese disturbed rocks were originally regarded as Bijaw'ars and classed 
with the horizontal jasper beds Mr. Bose has, however, clcscrib(*d patches 
of slates, quartzites, and limestones, which are said to pass jnsensibly into 
the metamorphics, but are quite distinct from the horizontal jasper rock.^ 
In this case the latter alone can be regarded as Bijdwar, and this appeals 
to be the more probable interpretation. 

Proceeding eastwards up the Narbada valley from Handid, no rocks are 
exposed under the Vindhyan scarp, on the northern side for a distance of 
120 miles to where the Bijdw'ars form low’ hills in the Narsinghpur district. 
'1 he cherty limestone and breccia are the only beds seen here, but this 
may be because the lower rocks are coveied by alluvium, The gneiss 
<loes not appear again on this side of the valley. 

Along the south side of the river, on the edge of the Gondw^na forma- 
tions of the S^tpiira hills, there are more frequent outcrops of the trans- 
ition rocks. The most westerly are near the Moran river, about 30 miles 
cast of Hard^, where some narrow ribs of the cherty limestone protrude 
through the Deccan trap, which covers all the rocks to the west of this 
point. On this south side of the valley, the cherty limestone, generally 
J J.V».o.Vs,VI 303, (1869) I ^ Me.^mrs,XXl,J 3 (188 f). 
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much contorted and brecciated, is alf^o the rock most froqt^cnlly seen, but 
other beds do occur, as in the B^ri hill 15 miles east of Sohdgpiir, where 
a considerable thickness of trappoid and earthy rocks is exposed, the latter 
being so little altered as to be easily mistaken for the Talchir shales of the 
contiguous Gondw^na area. In many places on this south side of the 
valley gneissic rocks of doubtful character occur close to the Bij^vvars, 
and the relation between the two series is certainly not simple superposi- 
tion, both being found at the same level in closely adjoining positions. 

At the head of the Narbadd valley in the north of the Jabalpur district, 
there is a continuous exposure of Bijdwar rocks between the Vindhyau 
and Gondw^na areas. All the leading characters of the system already 
noticed are represented here, with a greater development of the argillace- 
ous element. Fine earthy slates of reddish tints are the lowest strata seen. 
Their upper beds are associated with the quartzite, which underlies the 
limestone and is intercalated with it, and the limestone itself is not so 
constantly cherty as has been described elsewhere. Ribboned jasper 
beds, passing locally into bluish quaitzite, among which rich hajmatite 
beds are well developed above the limestone, and both jasper and quartz- 
ite arc frequently brecciated. Locally conglomeratic, eaithy schists arc 
also freely associated with this band. 

Above the iron band there is again a considerable thickness of earthy 
schists. Redded trap occurs throughout the series. 

These rocks are not on the whole greatly disturbed. Low undulating 
dips prevail, although locally there is much contortion. The highly inclined 
planes, so general in the schists, arc of cleavage, not slratilicat^on. I’he 
thickness of the whole series exposed cannot be great, probably it is under 
1,200 feet, and there is scarcely any presumption that the conformable 
slates beneath the limestone attain any great thickness. 

Notwithstanding these conditions the rocks are in an advanced state of 
metamorphism. The limestone is generally crystalline. 1 he schists are 
often highly micaceous, hornblendic, and garnetiferous, and the iron-ore is 
mostly the micaceous form of haematite. 1 he section in the Narbada, at the 
well known marble rocks, 10 miles south-west of Jal)al[)ur, exhibits the 
high degree of alteration and local distuibancc to which the Bijawars have 
been subjected in this region. 

, Immediately to the east of the flat watershed between the Son and the 
Narbadd the band of transition rocks is entirely concealed by an extensive 
spread of laterite and alluvium, and beyond this we get into the region 
of the lower Vindhyans, which stretcli to the south of the scarp of the 
upper Vindhyau plateau until they nearly come into contact with the Gond- 
v\ 4 na deposits. After crossing the Son, however, the band of transition 
rocks again expands gradually to a width of 25 miles in the south of the 
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Mirzapar district, and it is here we encounter the question whether one or 
two formations occur within this basin of transition rocks. 

The noithern half (about lo miles wide) of the transition band, at a 
little w^est of the Rer river, is foimcd of regular Bijdwar rocks, such as 
we have hitherto seen them -^quartzites, hornstoncs, banded jasper and 
haematite, limestones and slates or schists, wuth an abundance of intercalated 
trap. The whole band strikes again^^t, and under, the lower Vindhyan 
strata, where the Son takes a southerly bend opposite Agori. The south- 
ern half of the transition band, 15 miles wide, as exposed in the Rer, 
is entirely composed of line slates, with intrusive trap only, the dykes 
being mostly transverse to the bedding. Both groups are so intensely 
crushed together that no decisive section of the junction has been found 
in the low jungle-covered hills Mr. Mallet mentions an instance at libra, 
at the north end of the section in the Rer, wheie a quartzite of the 
northern set seems to cap a ridge of the slates, but the case is not clear 
and the question of the i elation is quite open, except that it certainly is 
not one of horizontal transition, as the two contra^-ting deposits aie in full 
force and chai actor in close juxtaposition to each other. 

The western extension of the section into the Rewd country has 
been but imperfectly examined. 1 he slates have already disappeared at 
the Gopat, and the northern band of true BijSwars is in contact with the 
gneiss In this region, where the Son takes a bend into the area of 
the transition rocks, there is a good instance of local metumorphism, 
the transition rocks along the lower Vindhyan boundary, distinctly re- 
cognisable as Bijiwars throughout the whole length between the Gopat 
and the Son at Maiai, being in a gneissose condition and intrusi\e granitic 
rocks occur in them. The character of the contact of these beds with the 
main gneiss to the south is, however, of the kind described by Mr. Racket 
north of Jabalpur, abrupt rather than transitional, but it is certain that they 
themselves are locally gneissic, and have been effected by granitic intiusions 

If it were certain that this chaiacter of the contact of the Bijdwars 
wnth the southern gneiss is constant and not due to faulting, and also 
that the gneiss of the Rer and the Gopat are the same, we could at once 
affirm the distinctness of two transition s) stems in this ground, for the junc- 
tion of the slates of the southern band with the main gneiss is perfectly 
tiansitional — a gradual alternating passage tiom the stiong gneiss, thiough 
gnei-sose and other crystalline schists, into the hne clay-slate, as is well 
seen in the section in the Rer. But while doubts exist upon these two 
conditions, it must remain possible that these slates of the Rer are only 
a bottom member of the Bij^war S)Stem. 

East of the Rerand the Kanhar several large inliers of gneiss and of 
granitoid rocks, of more or less intrusive character, occur within the slate 
area, and gneiss is the only rock seen below^ the Vindhyans at the Koel, 
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This encroachment of the crystallines upon the zone ^of the transition 
rocks is extended in Behar, where, for some miles north of the Grand Trunk 
Road west of Gay5, gneiss reaches quite across the strike of the slates. 
Several hills isolated on the alluvial plains in this neighbourhood are of 
thorough granite. 


Immediately east of Gaya, transition rocks appear again on the pro- 
longation of those in the Son valley, and having the same strike. They 
form several groups of hills in east Behar, known as the Maher, Kdjigriha 
(Rajgir), Shaikhpiira, Kharakpur, and Gidhaur hills, which stand clear 
of the main gnoissic area and more or less isolated in the alluvial plains, 
and those of Mahdbar and Bhiaura on the northern margin of the gneissic 
upland. The aspect of all these hills at onre shows that they must be 
formed of very different rocks from the Bijdwars of the west, and sug- 
gests also that all these Behar rocks belong to one system. They 
generally present scarped faces formed of massive quartzites on every 
side, the associated schists or slates appearing obscurely in the valleys. 
All the peculiar Bij<^v^ar rocks are wanting. There is no limestone, horn- 
stone, jaspideous ironstone, or bedded trap. The only similar rocks in the 
\\est are the slates of the Rer section, and there the quartzites, which 
form such a prominent part of the transition series of Behar, are absent. 

We have a somewhat detailed description of the Mahdbar and Bhiaura 
hills by Mr. Mallet,^ and the relation of the gneiss and transition rock-series 
is shown to be very peculiar. The transition series here consists of three 
divisions, an upper, composed exclusively of strong quartzites as seen in 
Mahdbar hill, a thick middle band, in ^^hich fine mica-schists largely pre- 
dominate and a basal member, in which quartzites again occur, sometimes 
in great force, as in the Bhiaura ridge, though they may be altogetin r 
wanting at no great distance. The frequent presence of these quartzites 
here is of great service, by removing the doubts that so often arise, as to 
whether planes of lamination in schistose rocks, of uniform composition, 
are due to bedding or to cleavage. 

It would be difficult to draw a more irregularly intricate line than tic 
transition and gneiss boundary on Mr. Mallet’s map. Near the Bhiaura 
and Mahdbar ridges there is some approach to an average east and 
west strike of the boundary, but, as the plane of junction between the two 
series rises to the south, its line of outcrop meanders about in the mo^t 
devious manner. This is not due, as might easily occur, to the irregular 
denudation of two deposits in flat parallel superposition. Here, as a rule, 
the lower (older) rock forms the prominences, between which the schists 
are deeply buried, yet the bedding in both rocks is found to follow 
* An abstiact of it is ptblished in Rctoids, VII, 36, (1874). 
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the intricate twistings thus produced, the aclual junction being generally 
inclined at a high angle. 

The boundary can always be fixed with precision, even in the absence 
of the bottom or Bhiaura quartzites, on account of the strong contrast be- 
tween the fine mica-schists and the coarse gneiss, yet the transition rock 
seems to have fully partaken in the metamorphic action, for it is a tho- 
roughly crystalline, garnetiferous mica-schist up to the base of the Mah^bar 
quartzites. Variations are found in the gneissic series at the contact. 
On the north side of the Bhiaura ridge the bottom quartzites lie stcejily 
against the dome-gneiss, elsewhere schistose gneiss occurs at the boundary. 
The dykes and massive outbursts of pegmatitic granite of this region are 
principally exhibited in the transition series. 

A very close connection is thus established in this position, by conform- 
ity of stratification and by a common metamorphism, between the transition 
rocks of Behar and the gneiss in contact with them, and it is probable that 
a large part of the gneiss of Bengal is of the same age as that at the 
boundary of the transition series. There is, for instance, a very distinct 
outlier of the Mah^bar schists and Bhiaura quartzites on the plateau just 
north of the Grand Trunk Road at Barlu, 30 miles to the south of the 
boundary in Behar. 

There can scarcely be a doubt that the rocks of the Rijigriha and other 
detached hills of Behar are of the same formation as those of Mahabar, 
and so the contrast of their mineral condition is interesting. The latter 
have undergone general crystalline metamorphism, the former have only 
very locally suffered this change, being for the most part still in slaty con- 
dition. Yet it would seem that* they too are closely surrounded by crys- 
talline rocks, for whenever rock is exposed, through the alluvium near 
these hills, it proves to be granite. At one spot near Ghansura, on the 
north side of the Rdjagriha range, there is a contact showing distinct in- 
trusion of granite into the soft earthy schists. It is an ordinary ternary 
granite, not like the pegmatitic granite of the Mahdbar region. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of Gayd many forms of special metamorphism 
and of contact-action are well exhibited. 

The amount of disturbance is rather greater in the detached hills, 
where the rocks are less metamorphic than in the Mahabar region, and 
the very peculiar confused form of contortion, noticed in the surface 
of junction where the transition rocks rise against the gneiss to the south, 
is well exhibited throughout the formation, but in larger proportions 
in the top beds of the series. The Mahdbar ridge itself is a typical instance 
of this structure. It is a long, narrow, synclinal ellipse, the quartzites dipping 
at a high angle all round, towards the centre, and curving continuously at 
each end of the axis The RAjdgriha range contains a pair of such ellipses 
compressed together, the quartzites being for the most part quite vertical 
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along the sides. The Kharakpur hills, which form the^ largest of these 
groups, are a congeries of these discontinuous flexures, little or no regu- 
larity being observed in the direction of the axes of contortion. 

We have still to notice the rock underlying the quartzite in the small 
ridge of Shaikhpura, and in the little hills a few miles to the east at 
Luckeeserai, the junction station for the chord and loop lines of the 
East Indian Railway. There can be little doubt that the quartzite of these 
localities is the bottom rock of the Behar transition series, the Bhiaura 
quartzite. In the Shaikhpura ridge it rests steeply against a rock having 
the. texture of a thoroughly crystallised coarse granite, but completely 
decomposed. The relative position of the two rocks is precisely that of 
the Bhiaura quartzite and the dome-gneiss. Along a steady outcrop of 
some two miles long no feature of special intrusion was observed, and there 
is no extra metamorphism at this junction. The only contact-action that 
occurs is of secondary origin, in the formation of layers and vein-like 
strings of a sharply cellular quartz-rock much used for making hand-mills. 

This section is noticed in connection with a more decided one at Luckee- 
scrai, only a few miles to the east on the same strike, where the quartzite 
again rests against an amorphous mass of pseudo-crystalline granitoid 
rock, of much less sharply defined texture than at Shaikhpura, in which 
strings of pebbles can be detected. This is underlaid by strong beds 
of coarse conglomerate, having the same dip as the overlying quartzite. 
1'he pebbles and boulders in this conglomerate are mostly sub-angular, 
and are exclusively of varieties of quartzite like those of the over- 
lying formation, none being of crystalline rocks. They often appear elon- 
gated in the direction of the foliation, and adhere firmly to the matrix, 
which is aquartzose, sub-gneissose schist. Just cast of Dhardrah station 
some masses of this rock protrude through the alluvium close to the base of 
the Kharakpur hills. Another outcrop of conglomeratic schist was observed 
under the east end of the Gidhaur range and dipping towards it. 

These Lukecserai beds remind one forcibly of the pseudo-gneiss ob- 
served conformably underlying the Bijdwars in the section of the Ken river 
in Bundelkhand, and the suggestion revives, however slightly, the question 
of the possible correspondence of the transition groups in the two areas. 

There is another rock frequently found with the undulating gneissic 
rocks of Behar, and elsewhere in this zone or protruding from the alluvium 
near the hills, that suggests the same connection. It is a jaspideous quartz- 
ite, often brecciated, and not unlike the bottom Bijdwar rock of Bundel- 
khand and the Dhdr forest. It commonly has the same moderate dip as 
the rocks with which it occurs, but, when vertical or crushed, it is readily 
mistaken for fault-rock or vein-stone. 

Suggestions of an opposite tendency can, however, be pointed out from 
observations recorded in preceding paragraphs. It v\as stated that the 
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contrasting groups of transition rocks in the northern and southern portions 
of the section in south Mirzipur cannot be, in any degree, representative 
of each other by horizontal transition, and the presumption would be 
strongly in favour of the southern beds— the slates of the Rer — being the 
older of the two. If the Behar rocks had to be affiliated to either of these 
exclusively, it would certainly be to the latter group. 

It has been already explained that the gneissic formations in lower 
Assam and the hills to the south are more closely allied to those of the 
peninsular region of India than to the metamorphic formations of the 
Himalaya. This relation holds also for the transition rocks, which are 
largely developed on the south side of the hills, where the sub-metamorphic 
beds are for the most part covered by the horizontal cretaceous rocks 
of the plateau, but are exposed in the deep ravines that penetrate to the 
very axis of the range. The lateial extension of these transition rocks 
has not been ascertained. On the central cross-section in the Khdsi countrv 
they stretch for 30 miles from near the south margin of the plateau to 
beyond the watershed north of Shillong, the culminating ridge with its sum- 
mit 6,450 feet high being formed of the quartzites of the transition series, 
which have hence been described as the Shillong serie^.^ 

These Shillong beds have a general resemblance to those in Behar. They 
consist of a strong band of quartzites overlying a mass of eaithy schist'* 
Great masses of granite and of basic tiap rock also occur intrusively. The 
former may well represent the similar rock seen to be intrusive into the 
slaty schists of Rdj< 5 griha, and the latter resembles certain trappoid rocks 
in Behar. Thus altogether the jiffinity is sufficiently marked to introduce 
the notice of the Shillong area in sequence with that of Behar. In the 
lofty and deeply eroded ground of the Assam hills the sections are much 
more favourable for study than on the alluvium-smothered plains, and some 
very puzzling observations hive been recorded regarding the relations 
of the hypogene rocks to the Shillong series. 

The lithology of these Shillong rocks varies much, according to local 
conditions of metamorphism. In places the quartzites, generally very firm 
and more or less schistose, are quite friable and might be called sand- 
*stones, but this state is piobably due to decomposition, for the texture 
ahvays reveals the effects of chemical change. It is coarser giained 
than is common in the Behar quartzites, and at the base, immediately over 
the slates or schists, there usually occurs a conglomerate, often of 
considerable thickness, made up chiefly of quaitz pebbles, but with some 
rounded fragments of coloured quartzites. Still, so far as has been made 
out, the quartzite is conformable to the schists, but in troubled ground 
it is difficult to make sure of such a point. The schistose beds also exhibit 

* H B, McdlicoU, Memohst VII, 197, (1869). 
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much variety of texture, from ordinary clay slate to well foliated schists 
and gneiss. These changes are simultaneous in both quartzites and 
schists, and it is noteworthy that the increase of metamorphism is towards 
the south, away from the area of the old gneiss. 

The relation of the transition rocks to this gneiss has not been made 
out. On the only section of which we have critical observations, nearly 
due north and south through Shillong, the boundary with tiie gneiss occurs 
in the low jungle-co\ered hills, where observation is almost impossible. 
The dividing line betw'een the two series crosses the high range to the 
west of our section, and it is there that the junction should be examined. 
The observation already noted, that the metamoiphism increases to the 
south, wouhl suggest that the junction of the schists with the main gneiss 
to the north may be lithologically abrupt. At the southern boundary there 
is a steep plane of contact between the highly altered transition rocks and 
the great accumulation of bedded eruptive rock, known as the Sylhet trap, 
supposed to correspond wdth that of the Kdjniahdl hills and, therefore, to be 
of jurassic age. The cretaceous sandstones lie evenly and uiiconformably 
on both formations. 

In the midst of the transition area there is an extensive exhibition of 


eruptive rock, of very dillerent character Irom the S)lhet trap. It is a 
dense, massive, basic diorite or greenstone. 'Ihe high road betw^een Sura- 
lim and Mauphlong crosses this rock continuously for five miles in the 
gorges of the Kdlap^ni and Bogap^ni rivers. The direction of the road is 
oblique to the strike of the rocks, but at right angles to its outcrop the 
greenstone is fully a mile wide. It nowhere betra}s any bedded structure, 
and its intrusive characier is not so marked as might be expected with so 


extensive a display of igneous rock. 'Ihere is, however, suilicient evidence 
of intrusion for this greenstone, as a well defined dyke passes from the 
main mass into the quartzite of the ridge, about half a mile south ot 
Mauphlong. Elsew’here one may w'alk for miles along the junction of the 
two rocks without finding any signs of penetration of one by the other. 

I he relation of the gianite, or at least of the larger masses of the crys- . 
talline rock, to the transition rocks, is also very puzzling. Two such 
masses adjoin the high road across the Khdsi hills. One is the Mv Him (Molim) 
area just south of the Shillong ridge, and close to the road betw^een Mauph^ 
lonff and Shillong. The other area is much more difficult ol approach, the 
granite being only exposed in the deep go.ges under the sandstones of the 

plateau, as on both sides of Surarim. 

The rock is a thorougl. granite. It commonly affects a spheroidal struc- 
ture, and It is composed of pale pink orthoclase, often m larp crystals, a 
small proportion of very pale greenish oligoclase, a little dark-green or 
bro«n mica, and an abundance of disseminated hyaline quartz. There can 
be no question that these great granitic masses are of later origin than the 
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transition series, for the total want of symmetry intJie arrangement of the 
surrounding sedimentary rocks forbids the supposition that they could have 
been deposited round the granite, yet the" absence of any apparent con- 
nection between the form of the intrusive masses and the disturbance 
of the transition rocks is very difficult to understand. The quartzites (the 
upper member of the transition series) are generally found at the boundary, 
but their dip and strike are quite independent of the granite, as if their 
contortions had been fully established before the granite was introduced, 
and remained quite unaffected by it. The facts seem totally to preclude 
the notions of fracture and compression commonly associated with the 
word intrusion. The supposition of the mass being faulted into position 
also lacks any corroborative evidence, the boundary lines are all rounded 
and show no symptoms of fissuring. It is as if a great hole had been 
burned out of the old stratified rocks and the crystalline mass let in, or as 
if the transition rocks had been converted into granite up to a certain 
boundary, without affecting the area beyond that line. Yet the junction 
is quite sharp, the quaitzites not being more altered at the very contact 
with the granite than away from it. In keeping with all these negative 
characters is the fact that no dykes or veins of granite have been observed 
issuing from the great mass of Myllim, nor even in its neighbourhood. 1 his 
is the moie remarkable, because dykes and veins of similar gianile are not 
uncommon in the southern part of the area, where the general metamor- 
phism of the transition series is so much gi eater as to suggest that the 
focus of hypogene activity lay in that direction, beyond the present southern 
limit of these formations. It »s also in agreement with the facts and 
suggestions recorded to note that the granite is younger than the old 
dioritic Khisi trap; several small dykes of gianite are seen ramifyirg 
through the dioritc in the bed of the torrent east of Surarim. 

The gneissic uplands of Hazdribdgh and Chutid Nagpur, about 120 miles 
wdde, separate the transition rocks of Behai from those which occupy 
parts of Mdnbhum and Singbhum 111 south-west Bengal and stietch fai to 
the west, the whole transition area being about 150 miles long from east to 
west, and 80 miles wide', 

• Although the total thickness of this series must be great, no distinct- 
ive zones are maiked in it. From top to base it seems to be an indiscri- 
minate alternation of quartzite, quartzite sandstone, slate and shales, horii- 
blendic, micaceous, talcose, and chlontic schists, the latter passing into 
potstone, and some bedded trap Well-preserved ripple marks are found in 
the slates and shales, and some of the latter are so little metamorphosed 
that they might be mistaken for Talchirs, but for the quartz veins that 
penetrate them. 


' Memoirs, XV III, 73, 124 (18S1). 
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Some large inliers of gneiss occur within this basin of transition rocks. 
Around some of these inliers the boundary is in its original condition, 
as at Chdib^sd, where shales and sandstones rest flatly and quite un- 
changed upon the coarse gneiss of the principal inlier, and the uncon- 
formity of the two series is further proved in this case by the fact that 
the underlying gneiss is profusely traversed by trap dykes, which do not 
penetrate the overlying deposits. The boundary between the transition 
rocks and the main gneiss of Bengal on the north is said to be a fault, on 
account of the more or less continuous presence along it of a rib of vein- 
stone. This boundary occurs, however, at the base of a long descending 
section of the transition rocks and the beds along the line of junction 
are such as elsewhere appear as bottom-beds of the transition series. 
There are besides outliers of the elate series beyond the supposed faulted 
boundary to the east, about Supur, and an inlier of gneiss a short distance 
inside it at Borobhuin. We can at least conclude that the junction here, whe- 
ther faulted or not, is abrupt, that is to say, without any gradation of strati- 
graphical or mineralogical characters. In this part of the basin the maxi- 
mum of disturbance and of metamorphism seems to occur away liom the 
boundaries. Further to the west, however, the junction of the slate and 
gneissic series is desciibed as transitional, and granite veins penetrate the 
slates wdthout much affecting them. 

The most striking feature of this area is a mass of dioritic trap running 
continuously, but with varying width, nearly east and west, Ihrough the 
centre of the transition basin, Dalmd hill, 3,050 feet high, is formed of 
this rock, and here the outcrop is nearly 3 miles wide. '1 he tiMp is de- 
scribed as a great dyke, but its composition is described as complex and 
obscurely bedded. A section north of Rdmgarh is given as — ^ 

1. Indurated chloritic schist. 5. Indurated chlontic sehist. 

2 . Porphjritictrap. 6. Brccciatcd trap- 

3. Indurated chloritic schist. 7. Indurated chloiitic schist. 

4. Compact and amygdaloidal trap. 8. Brccciatcd trap. 

Several othei cases of similar variation were observed. The supposed 
dyke is found along the axis of a greatly compressed synclinal fold, and 
has evidently been subject to much crushing, the description is not 
such as one would expect in the case of a truly intrusive rock, and it is at* 
least possible that it is composed of contemporaneous volcanic rocks 
whose structure has been obscured by disturbance. 

As in Southern India, these transition rocks carry metalliferous lodes 
of gold, silver, copper, lead, etc., but so far none of these have proved 
remunerative — except to promoters of joint stock companies and a limited 
number of speculators in mining scrip. 

In Chutiti Nigptir a few exposures of quartzites and schist have been 

» Mamairs, XVIII, 80, (18S1). 
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separated from the gneiss, and it is probable that more will be found 
when the gneissic area, intervening between the patches of Gondwdna 
rocks, is more closely examined. Some of these patches are indicated on 
the map, but they do not exhibit sufficient peculiarity to require detailed 
notice. 

West of RAipur, in the Central Provinces, is another stretch of trans- 
ition rocks, known as the Chilpi ghit or Saletekri beds,^ which have been 
but little examined. They consist of quartzites, dark green and buff slates, 
and shaly beds coarse conglomerates and numerous beds of trap. The> are 
for the most part much disturbed, but sometimes lie at easy dips. The 
succession of the beds has not been worked oul, and little more is known 
of them than their approximate boundary. 

To the south-east Dr. Ball found, on the eastern side of the plateau 
south of Tarnot,^ some much disturbed shales, with subsidiary quartzites 
underlying the horizontal quartzites of the plateau. These very probably 
belong to the same series as the Chilpi ghitbeds, and on the accompanying 
map have been colon led as such. 

Turning to the north-west corner of the Peninsula the beds of the Gwalior 
system^ are found, about 120 miles from the Bundelkhand outcrop of the 
liij^war system, resting upon the gneiss in precisely the same mechanical 
relation, horizontally or with a gentle slope. I'he denuded outcrops of the 
quaitz reefs traversing the gneiss are in both cases coveied by the bottom 
deposits of the overlying transition groups, but a slight difference is 
noticeable at the actual contact. The bottom layer of the Bijawars is 
commonly more or less adherer^ to the gneiss, the result of the partial 
metamorphism thai the Bijiiwars, e\en in Bundelkhand, have undergone, 
whereas in the Gwalior rocks the bottom contact-layer is still unaffected 
in contact with the gneiss. 

A generiil list of the rocks of the Gwalior formation w'ould not suggest 
any separation from the BijAwars. Each contains sandstone or quaitzite, 
limestone, jasper, iron bands and bedded traps. The arrangement of 
these different strata is, however, markedly different in the two cases, 
and the general facies of these two series does not suggest to the observer 
that they are representative. Still, the Gwaliors are more nearly allied by 
their mineral characteis to the BijAwars than to the lower Vindhyans, and 
on this account, on account of their relations to the slaty series of the 
Ardvallis, and of the great unconformity which subsists between them and 
the upper Vindhyans, they are here classed with the transition rather 
than the older palaeozoic systems. 

^ The only published description will be series by Mr. C. A. Hacket in Records, III, 33, 
found in XVIII, 187, (1885}. (1870J ; it is also mentioned in Mr. Hackees 

^ Records, X, 17s, (1877). paoer on the nurth-ea:st Arivalli legton, 

* There is a short notice of the Gwalior Records, X, 84, (1877). 
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The area occupied by the Gwalior system is only 5 q miles long^, from 
east to west, and about 15 miles wide, It takes its name from the city 
of Gwalior, which stands upon it, surrounding the famous fort built upon 
a scarped outlier of Vindhyan sandstone. The composition of the Gwalior 
formation is very mixed, and admits of only a twofold and very unequal 
subdivision. There is constantly at the base a sandstone, or semi- 
quartzite, a fine-grained stone, pale grey in colour, regularly and thinly 
bedded, often conglomeratic at the base, called the P^r sandstone, from 
a town !2 miles south-west of Gwalior. It varies from 20 to 200 feet in 
thickness, and is overlaid by about 2,000 feet of strata, consisting mainly ot 
thin, flaggy, silicious, ferruginous shales, copiously interbanded with 
hornstoneand jasper, frequently of a brilliant red colour. Lincestone, more 
or less cherty, occurs on two principal hoiizons in these shales, but not 
continuously, and there are two principal zones of a dense basic dioritic 
trap. All these upper beds amounting to about 2,000 feet in thickness, and 
constituting the bulk and the characteristic portion of the Gw^alior forma- 
tion, have been distinguished from the Pdr sandstone as the Mordr groups 
the name being taken from the military station close to Gw’aiior. 

With the exception of some veiy l(K:al slips and crushing, the 
Gwalior rocks are undisturbed, having a steady, low^, northerly inclination 
of only three to five degrees. The featuies of the area correspond 
with this arrangement of the rocks. 1 here is a continuous broad 
plateau- range on the south, from 300 to 500 feet high, formed largely 
of the Pdr sandstone. On the west it is connected at right angles wdth 
the Vindh)an scarp, which lies at a slightly lower level, and it stretches 
thence eastwards to the Sind river, forming a steep scarp overlooking 
the gneissic area of lower Buifdelkhand to the south. 'I here are two 
other ranges on the noilh, parallel to the Pir scarp, but th(‘y are much 
broken by cross-diainage, the two longitudinal valleys between the three 
ridges being due to greater decomposition and erosion along the two 
outcrops of bedded trap. It is only at the w’est end, near the Vmdhyan 
plateau, that these trappean bands are well exposed. 

The general easterly direction of the Pclr scarp is very steady up to 
the Sind river, but the line is much serrated by bays and headlands, in which, 
the natuie of the junction with the gneiss is w'ell exhibited. At the most 
southerly points of the range the gneiss reaches to within a few teetof the 
summit, and is capped bv only a few feet of sandstone, but the surface of 
the gneiss gradually slopes downwards in the valleys cut back to the north, 
and the thickness of the overlying Gw^alior beds increases. This slope of 
the junction is largely due to the original form of the basin in which the 
beds of the Gwalior series were deposited, for close to the edge of the 
scarp the thickness of the Pir sandstone is small, near Pdr only about 20 
feet, while on the north side of the range, wherever sections are exposed, 
as at Badhano, ten miles south-east of Moritr, the thickness is not less 
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than 200 feet. Js^o trace of an unconformity between the Pdr and Mordr 
groups having been detected, this thickening must be due to the form 
of the basin of deDO^ition, and would seem to show that the present south- 
ern limit of the Gwalior series represents very closely the original limit of 
deposition of the Pdr sandstone 

On the top of the Pdr sandstone there occurs locally a compact 
calcarco-bilicious bed that is woith noticing, because the peculiar coralloid 
forms it exposes by weathering were thought by Dr. Stoliezka to be of 
organic origin.^ This rock is best seen just south of Bdra, 25 miles east 
by south of Moidr. 

The low’er zone of bedded trap is about 400 feet from the base of the 
Mordr group. There are two or more flows with intervening shales 
well seen on both sides of the Indore road, at fiom 6 to 10 miles south- 
west of Gwalior. The thickness of these flows is very various. From 
70 feet they thin out to nothing, but they are probably nowhere absent 
on this horizon, obscure outcrops of them having been observed at several 
places in the valley formed along their strike to the east. At some spots 
there is an appearance of the trap having burst up through the under- 
lying shales. Thus, in the stream near the Trunk Road north-west of 
Bela, there is a low section showing the shales and trap in \eitical con- 
tact, but otherwise the interstralification is unbroken. 

In connection w'iththis lowei zone of trap there occurs a rock that will 
again come under notice in the Cuddapah system, and also in the lower 
Vindhyans. It is a compact porccllanic rock, as sharply and regularly 
bedded as the associated jaspideous shales. Occasionally it is obscurely 
porphyritic, having small indeterminate cr}stals scattered through it. An 
analysis of a specimen fiom the Gwalior beds gave a composition ap- 
proaching to that of orlhoclase felspar.® But there is no presumption 
that this porcellanic rock, or hornstone, which has more than once been 
described as volcanic, has any connection with volcanic activity, and its 
association here w ith trappean beds of highly basic composition is probably 
quite fortuitous. 

The upper zone of trap is on a much larger scale. The whole plain 
of Mor^r is underlaid by it, at least on the north side, and, if allowance 
is made for the small dip, the flow can hardly be less than 500 feet thick. 
It is admirably exposed in the undercliff of the Vindhyan scarp in the fort 
hill and the promontories to the westward. In a small plateau about three 
miles to north-north-east of the fort it is overlaid horizontally by typical, 
rusty, jaspideous shales of the Gwalior series. Several detached hills 
ill the plain lying east by north of Morar are formed entirely of this 
massive trap. 

Limestone occurs principally on tw^o horizons, in and above the low^er 
trappean zone and, in the northern hills, above the great trap flow. In 
III, 35, (1870) I III 37, (1870). 
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both positions it is very uncertain and discontinuous. Within a space of 
100 yards a mass of limestone, more than 50 feet thick, is found to be 
totally replaced by ochreous shales. 

The iron ore, which is largely mined in the Gwalior system, is quite 
different from that found in the Bijdwars. The latter is a massive 
concretionary haematite irregularly concentrated in ferruginous earthy 
sandstones. The Gwalior ore is a fine wafer-like shale, composed of thin 
flakes of haematite with still thinner films of clay. It is a decomposed con- 
dition of the jaspideous shales, from which the amorphous silica has been 
dissolved out, leaving the iron ingredient in a very favourable stati for 
mining and smelting. The conditions for this change sceni only to have 
obtained near the base of the group, as the mines aie in the shales a 
few feet over the P^r sandstone. 

To the east and noith the Gwalior system is covered by the great 
alluvial plains. On the west it passes under the upper Vindhyans, and two 
Inliers^ exposed by the removal of these covering rocks, are crossed by 
the Trunk Road. T he only specific identification of the Gwalior beds 
beyond this area is at the nearest point on the opposite side of this 
northern extension of the Vindh}an basin, 70 miles to the noith-west of 
Gwalior. At Hindaun there is a narrow ridge of banded jasper and fer- 
ruginous shales, which Mr. Hacket considers to be indubitable Gvvaliorsb 
The Gwaliors at Hindaun are more or less vertical, and in contact with 
them, but not conformably, are soim‘ qiiaitzite sandstone and red and 
black slaty shales, with irregular bands of limestone, nhich will be again 
leferred to when dealing with the Delhi system. 

"Ihe antiquity of these locks is shown not only by this section at 
Hindaun, but by the very extensi\e denudation tiny bad undergone pre- 



Fig. 4. Section showing the rel.U ion bet v^epn the Gwalior and Vindhy.in systems at 

the junction of the Par and Vinah}an scirps. Ks. K/iimur sandstone. Kc. 
Kdimur conglomerate. G. Gw.ilior beds C Bundclkhand gneiss 

vious to the deposition of the upper Vindhyan sandstones. At the western 
end of the Pdr scarp, the Kdimur sandstones and conglomerate are de- 
posited against a scarped face of Pdr sandstone and rest on the gneiss at 
a lower level than the base of the Gwaliors close by®. 

The Ardvalli system was formerly taken to comprise all the transition 

111 , 40, (1870I, X 90, (1877). 1 Vll, s8, (iSfHi). 
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beds of the Ar^v^lli range, including those belonging to what we will now 
distinguish as the Delhi system^ Little can be said of the petrography or 
of the relations of the Ardvalli system, as limited by the exclusion of these 
newer beds, and even the validity of the separation is in doubt. Mr. 
Hacket was inclined to believe * that the schists of the Ardvallis were 
merely the metamorphosed equivalents of the lower portion of his Delhi 
system, but the disproportion, in thickness as well as in metamorphism, 
between the beds of the great schist area of the Ardvallis and the much 
smaller thickness of slates and limestone, which alone can be included 
with certainty in the Delhi system, renders this doubtful. Moreover he has 
recorded some observations, noticed below, which point to an unconform* 
able break between the two systems. 

Accepting the validity of a distinct Arcivalli system of transition age, it 
may be described as consisting of quartzites and limestones, often con- 
taining coccolite, hornblendic and mica schists, abounding in crystals of 
andalasite, staurotide and garnet, and felspathic schists and gneisses. 

The contact of the schists and gneiss show’s a gradual transition®, both m 
the centre of the range, and w'here they are in contact with the granitoid 
gneiss of Dhariawad and near Chitor, which has been regarded as belonging 
to the Bundelkhand or older gneiss series. This transition is in part appa- 
rent, and due to the true gneiss not having everywhere been distinguished 
from gneissose forms of intrusive granite, but is not improbably to some 
extent real. 

The relation of the Ar^valli schists to the Delhi system is somewdiat 
doubtful ; wdiere the lower beds of the latter have undergone metamor- 
phism they are clifficult to distinguish, and it is probable that in those sec- 
tions which appe.lr to show a passage between the two, the break occurs 
between beds which it is difficult to distinguish from each other. This is 
rendered probable by the unmistakable unconformity wdiich is showm by 
some sections, such as the one near Nithahar, where the Aivvar quailzites 
rest upon the edges of nearly \eTti('al argillaceous and quartz schists, and 
ill the hills south of the Basi railway station, where a thick band of coarse 
conglomerate occurs at the base of the Alwar quartzites immediately above 
what were regarded as beds belonging to the Raialo group,* 

East and south-east of Udaipur, in the heart of the range, conglomer*' 
ates, containing numerous boulders and pebbles of qaarlxite in a schistose 
quartzite matrix, occur close to ridges of quartzite, which were regarded as 
of Alwar age^. The position of these conglomerates is not very w’ell 
established. The nature of the boulders they contain would lead one to 
suppose that they were of later date than the quartzites of the ridge close 
by, but their position would indicate that they came between the quartzites 
and the adjoining older schists. 


* Manual^ 1st ed,, p. 49, 

*C. A. Hacket, MS Report, 1886. 

'c. A. HMhet, Secorda, XIV, 282, 


(1881). MSS Reports, 

* Records X, 86, (1877) ; XII, 4, (1879X 

* C. A. Hacket, MS. R!eporl, 1885.^ 
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Thesesections appear to leave but little room for ^doubting that an 
unconformable break exists, and for this reason it appears advisable to 
recognise the existence of a distinct system of schists and slaty beds, 
underlying and older than the Delhi system, though it is impossible to 
attempt any subdivision or detailed description of them. 

Beds of compact silicious rock and jasper, slightly resembling those of 
the Gwalior system, are recorded as occurring in the Raialo group in 
Shaikhdwati, near Chenpura, north-east of the Dasi railway station, and 
near Muhammadpur, south of Kherly railway station. At the time the 
observations w'ere made the term Raialo covered all the beds below the 
Alwar quartzite, except the gneiss, and it is consequently uncertain 
whether these beds belong to the Delhi system or not, but the occurrence 
of jasper pebbles in the conglomerates of the Alwar group makes it prob- 
able that they should be referred to the Ardvalli system, as here restricted. 

In the central part ol the Ardvalli range the ArdvalH schists are profusely 
penetrated by granite veins, and have in consequence undergone great 
metamorphism. But west of Udaipur there is an area where granite 
is w'aiating, and the beds are almost as unaltered as the slates and lime- 
stones below the Alwar quartzite, west and south of Nlmach. This was 
considered to be an indication that the last-mentioned beds were repre- 
sented in a moie metamorphosed condition by the Aravalli schists, but it i^ 
equally possible, and on the whole more probable, that they are an outlier 
of the newer beds or, belonging to the older system, have locally est:apefi 
m e tamo rph ism. 

The rocks of the Delhi system extend, in a number of isolated out- 
crops of varying size, from Delhi to beyond Nimach, a distance of about 
340 miles fiom norUi-north-east to soutli-south- w'est, and for a widtli 
of about 150 miles in a direction transverse to this. The name applied to 
the system by Mr. Hacket in 1881^ has proved an unfortunate one, as it 
is but ill exposed near Delhi, and we must look to the hills near Diana, and 
those of Mandsaur and the neighbourhood of Nimaeh, for the typical sec- 
tions. It is, however, the name which has been used on the maps and in the 
publications of the Survey, and a change would lead to greater incon- 
venience than its retention. 

The beds comprised in the system consist of a lower gioup of slates and 
limestones, and an upper, very much thicker, group of quartzites, known 
as the Alwar quartzites. The lower group was, in the first instance, 
named the Raialo, but as this name has subsequently been applied to all 
the beds below the Alwar quartzites, including those which there seems 
good reason for separating as an independent system, its use will b<' 
abandoned here. 


* Rtcoidif XIV”, 
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The Alwar cjuartzites may be described generally as well-bedded 
quart :ites, of light grey colour and fine grain, in which ripple markings and 
sun-cracks on the surface of the beds aie common. Coarse grained beds 
are of frequent occurrence, and slaty bands are met ^^ith, arkose is often 
found near the base of the group where it rests on gneiss or granite, and 
the eailier part of the period during which it was formed appears to have 
witnessed an outburst of volcanic activity. 

In the Biana hills the Aluar quartzites have been divided into five 
groups as follows • — ^ 

5. Wer quartzites and conglomerates. 

4 Damdama quart/ites and conglomerates 
3. H r^na white quartzite and conglomerate 
2. Badalgarh quartzite and shale. 

I. Nilhah.ii quartzites and bedded traps, 

1 liese groups are all separated by slight unconformities of denudation 
and overlap, but the distinctions appear to be quite local, for, even in the 
Bidna hills, they are distinguishable on some sections, while in other 
outcrops it has been impossible to recognise them. All the groups vary 
very much in thickness, and are completely ovei lapped near Nithahar by 
the Wer quartzites, which rest diiectly on the schists. 

West and south of Niinach* a very similar succession of beds is seen, 
consisting at the base of a conglomeratic sandstone, overlaid by about 200 
feet of shales and limestone, and capped by a varying thickness of quartz- 
ite, 7 he beds are very little disturbed and the exposures are completely 
isolated, but, northwards of Sadri, there are exposures of highly disturbed 
quartzite which, forming a seiies of lidges running northwards, can be cor- 
related with the beds ol Mandsaur and Sadri on the south, and those of the 
Bidna and Alwar hills and Delhi on the north. 7 he identification depends 
partly on the observed relation of the quartzites to the older rocks, partly 
on the similarity of lithological character, a perfectly justifiable method over 
such short intervals as we are dealing with, and is helped out by the frequent 
occurrence of beds of contemporaneous tiap in the lower part of the series, 
though these have not as yet been subjected to a critical examination. 

7'he relation of this system to the gneiss west of Nimach^ and to the 
• schists of the Ar^valli system, as now restricted, is one of complete un- 
tonformily, there being usually a conglomerate at or near the base of the 
section, in which pebbles of the underlying gneiss are stated to occur near 
Uaulapdni. In the ridges north of Sadri the same unconformity has been 
observed, and a similar unconformable contact, accompanied by a basal 
conglomerate, has been observed near Nithahar wd.ere the quartzites rest 
on vertical schists, near I'alra south of Alwar w’here they rest on granitoid 
gneiss and contain gneiss pebbles, and at Marot, north of the Sdmbhar 
salt lake, where the bottom beds of the quartzite, conglomeratic with rolled 
* Records, X, 86, (1877). | * Records, XIV, 293, (1881). 
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and subangular fragments of quartz ard felsj)cir, rest on micaschists pene- 
trated with granite intrusions*. 

In the Nimach area the lower slates and limestones of this system rest 
unconformably on the gneiss, but no case of unconformity with the Aravalli 
beds appears to have been recorded. Th<‘ complete oveHao of the slates 
by the quartzites which are conformable to them is, however, in itself an 
ample proof of the unconformity of the Delhi s) stem to the underlying 
rocks. 

The central sections of the Arivalli exhibit an apparent passage of the 
quartzites into the gneiss, one section in particular being mentioned, where 
alternating mica sch'^ts and gneissose beds are overlaid by schists and 
quartzites, then a two-foot band of gneiss, capped by the Alwar quartz- 
ites*. In these cases it is probable that a gneissose gianite, intrusive 
along the bedding planes, has been described as a gneiss, or the so-called 
gneiss may be merely a metamorphosed arkose, in neither of which cases 
would there be any proof of a transition between the true gneiss and the 
Alvvar quartzites. 

In the hills near Hindaun quart/ite sandstone, associated with red and 
black slaty shales and iriegular baiuls of limestone, occ urs in close proximitv 
to the jasper beds which are considered to belong to the Gwalior system.^ 
No actual contact is seen, but the distribution of the two types of rock 
leaves no room for doubting that the quartzites and slaty shales are the 
neuter of the two In spite ol their likeness to t he beds of the Delhi system, 
and the absence of anything at all resembling them among the Vindhyans, 
they w'ere referred to the latter system*. 'I his refeience ap[)cars to Iiave 
been due to the su[)posed diflTicuIty ot (inding time for the de])c>sition of all 
(he transition beds of the Aicivalli range, and their subsequent disturhauce, 
betw'een the close of the Gwalior period and the commencement ol the 
Vinclhyan, the beds of both these systems being almost undisturbed. The 
difficulty regarding the time requiied for the deposition of the transition 
beds vanishes if we recognise two distinct systems in the Aidvallis, the 
older of which may be contemporaneous with, or older than, the Gw’aliors, 
w^hile the new’cr is younger; and as regards the disturbance, we will find 
when we come to deal wdth the extra-peninsular moiintiin langes, that 
an intense and extensive disturbance of the strata has taken place during 
the tertiary period, and even within the latter half ot it. The time requiied 
for the disturbance of the Aiivallis may conseqiieiidy be reduced to a 
very short period, geologically speaking, and if the suggestion,® that the 
Vindhyans bear much the same relation to the Aravalli range that the 
deposits of the Indo-Gaiigetic plain do to the Himilayas, is correct, the 


* Manual^ ist edition, p. $ 2 . 
® p. 104. 


• Pecords, XIV, 294, 206, 298, (1881). 

* Pecords, XIV, 29^1 (1881). 

® Records, X, 90, (1877) , Sup 7 a, p. 67. 
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diirturbance would not be anieiior to, but contemporaneous with, the 
deposition of the'Vindhyan beds. 

Under these circumstances the correlation subsequently adopted,^ which 
classed the quartzites of Hindaun with those of the Alwar group, seems the 
most probable one, and we have the Delhi system established as newer than 
the Gwaliors. 'I'his conclusion is supported by the occurrence of pebbles 
of jasper, closely resembling that of the Gwalior system, in the lower 
beds of the Alwar quartzites, north of Dhaulapani and in the Bidna hills 

Before leaving this system we must notice a peculiar form which the 
quartzite locally assumes at Kali^na, near D^dri, in Jind. The rock is here 
extensively quarried for millstones, and in some of the quarries it has become 
locally converted into what is known as itacolumite, or flexible sandstone. 
The quartzite in its natural form is glassy, and the individual grains of 
sand have become coated with an outgrowth of secondary quartz, giving 
them an irregular outline when seen in section. Generally the rock appears 
to withstand weathering extremely well, and is as hard and glassy a few 
inches from the surface, as in the depths of the quarries; locally, however, 
decomposition has been able to penetrate into the rock, and it has wea- 
thered into a mass of very irregular-shaped aggregates of quartz grains, 
held together by the interlocking of their irregularities, but capable of a 
(crtain amount of freedom of movement over each other. There is 
nothing to show why this peculiar form of weathering should have taken 
place in some places, and not in others. It is not conlined to particular 
beda, nor is it continuous for many feet along the strike in the same bed®. 


Far to the north west of the termination of the Ar^\allis, after a wide 
interval of plains traversed by the Sutlej and the Rdvi, some hills occur on 
the sides of the Chenab at Chiniot and Kir^na. I'hese hills are only 40 
miles distant from the Salt-range, but the rocks are totally different from 
any that occur there, and correspond well with those seen in the Ar^valli 
range. They consist of strong quartzites with associated clay slates, form- 
ing steep ridges with a north-east to south-west strike The highest 
summit is stated by Dr. Fleming to be 957 feet above the plain. The 
rocks seem, from the uncertain observations given of them, to be in a 
less metamorphic state than those nearest them to the south east, a fact 
which agrefes with their remoteness from what is presumably the centre 
of disturbance of the region. The oldest rocks of the Salt-range are pro- 
bably, from their contrasting petrological conditions, very much younger 
than the strata of Kir^na, and, as the former are at least Cambrian, we thus 
obtain a small hint of the age of these transition depo^jits 

’ C. A. Hacket, JRecoidstXlV, 2SS, (1881). | H. B. Medhcolt, Records, VII, jo, (i874>* 

» C. A. Hncket, Records, XIV, 285, (1881} ; j R. D. Oklham, Records, XKII, 33, (iSS^). ' 
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East of Baroda, at the south-west extremity of the Ardvalli region, there 
is an outcrop of rocks which must be referred to one 6f the transition 
formations. It extends some twenty miles east from the Pawagarh hill, for 
eight miles south from Champiner, and to a considerable but unknown dis- 
tance to the north. The beds of this exposure, while resembling those of 
the BijAwar system in general character and state of metamorphism, do not 
contain any of its characteristic rocks, while the most remarkable rock 
of the exposure is wanting in the BijAwars. For this reason it is not 
possible to refer them to the latter system. So far as can be judged from 
the description, th^y are more like the rocks of the Delhi system, but it is 
impossible to definitely refer them to it, owing to the long stretch of 
unexplored ground that separates the two. Under these circumstances it 
w ill be best to treat them under the name of ChampAner, from the capital 
of the old Mahomedan kingdom of GujarAt, which stands upon their 
margin. 

The principal constituent of the Champaiier beds is a quartzite or 
quartzite sandstone, the other beds being conglomerates, slates, and lime- 
stones, with occasional ferruginous bands. 'I'he conglomerates are the 
most distinctive beds of the ChampAner area ; the matrix is a coarse, gritty 
randstone, containing pebbles and boulders, often a foot in diameter, and 
occasionally ranging to three feet, consisting of granite, quartzite, talcose 
slate, and crystalline limestone, but none of typically Bijawar rocks. 
Cleavage, which is well developed in all tire beds which are susceptible of 
it, is occasionally seen in the pebbles of the conglomerate, but is rarely 
distinguishable in the matrix. 

The passage from the ChampAner beds to the gneiss appears to be 
gradual, so much so that it is frequently almost impossible to determine 
where the boundary should be drawn. Within the tract occupied by the 
metamorphics, quartzites are found, and a true conglomerate, containing 
rolled fragments of quartzite and very similar to that of the ChampAner 
beds, is found among the gneiss west of JAmbughora. This area has not 
as yet been subjected to a close examiiuition, and it is impossible to say 
whether the apparent transition is a real one, or the result of the intense 
disturbance which both the metamorphics and the Champaiier beds have 
undergone.^ 


In the south and south-eastern pOition of the country west of the 
ArAvalli range there is a series of very ancient eruptive rocks, named after 
the MalAni district of the Jodhpur state. They consist principally of very 
silicious felsites, so hard that they are not scratched by quartz, and have 


* The description in the text is based on that 
of Dr. W. T. Blanford, MemoitSt VI, 202, 
(1869) Mr. R. B. Foote, in a letter rc eived 
as this work is going through the press con- 


siders that the ChampAner beds, by their 
mineral character and degree of metamor- 
phism should bo referred to the Cuddapah 
rather than the transition systems. 
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frequently the appearance and texture of jasper. They vary greatly in 
colour, from black or dark-brown to pink, blue, or white, the dark-colouied 
rock being always hard and undecomposed, whilst the light-coloured varie- 
ties are softer and appear to be altered. The most constant character 
is the presence of small crystals of felspar, usually of a pink or red colour, 
in addition to which small grains of transparent silica are frequently 
disseminated throughout the rock^ Their extremely sihcious nature may 
be due to alteration, but their porph^ritic character, and the occasional 
occurrence of ash beds, sufficiently attest their volcanic origin. 

In places diorite was found associated with these rocks, and in some 
of the hills west of Balmer coaisely crystalline granitoid syenite and peg- 
matite are intercalated in large masses with the porphyritic felsites. True 
granite may occur, but in the few hills examined mica was absent, al- 
though the character of the rock v\as distinctly granitic. Tli^* presence of 
similar granitoid rocks elsewhere is rendered probable by the occurrence 
of pebbles and boulders in some of the later formations. 

The Malini rocks must be very ancient, but no idea can be formed of 
their geological position, as the)^ are nowhere associated with rocks ot 
known age, except where underlying beds of compaiatively lecent date, 
and nothing resembling them appears hitherto to have been detected 
elsewhere in India, 

They have been regaid^'d^ as of lower Vindhyan age, since they occur 
undisturbed in close proximity to the highly disturbed slates and schists 
of the Ardvallis, They have not as yet been found in actual contact with 
the older rocks, but small hills of both are found standing up from the 
recent alluvium and irregulailj inteispeised with each other. On the 
other hand, nothing at all resembling the .Malini felsites has as yet been 
found in the lower Vindhyans east ot the Ardvallis. '1 he general type is 
that of a much more ancient rock, and felsites, clos-^dy lesemhling those of 
Jodhpur except that they are not porphyiitic, are found in the Toshim 
hilP, dipping at high angles with the older beds of the Ar^valli range. 
Besides this, the unconformity between them and the ovei lying sand- 
stones, which are regarded as upper Vindhyans, is most marked, con- 
trasting wdth the very much less pronounced unconformity between the lowTr 
and upper Vindhyans of the typical area. The correlation of the sand- 
stones with the upper Vindhyans is, however, conjectural, and if they 
belong to the uppermost members of the system, this unconformity would 
not be inconsistent with a lowermost Vindhyan age for the Malanis, The 
age of these last must remain doubtful for the pieseiit, but they appear 
to belong to the transition rather than the Vindhyan rocks. 

» W. T. Blanford, Recotd^, X, 17, (1877) P C. \. McMahon, Records, XIX, 164, (1886). 

« RecordSy XIV, 303. (1881). 1 » » ‘t, c y 
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Reference has just been made as to the doubtful propriety of classing 
the Maldni beds •with the transition systems and a sin!ilar doubt may 
almost be expressed with regard to the Gwalior and Delhi systems. The 
former of these liiuls its nearest analogue, as regards both mineral com- 
position and degree of induration, in the Cuddapah syi tern of Southern 
India, and Mr. Foote's suggestion that the equivalents of the Champ^ner 
beds must be looked for among the Cuddapah rather than the Dh^rw^r 
deposits of Southern India has been referred to.^ As will be noticed in the 
next chapter, there are grounds for questioning whether the Cuddapah 
system should not be classed with these, among the newer of the transition 
systems, rather than with the Vindhyans, However this may be, there 
seem good reasons for accepting the Delhi and Gwalior s) stems as the 
newest of those described above. Next after them would ceme the Bijawar 
and Behar systems, the latter being the older of the two, and finally the 
transition rocks of south-west Bengal and the Dhdrwcirs of Southern 
India, the last of these being marked out as the oldest by the greater 
degree of distuibance and metamorphisin it has undergone, as well as by 
the manner in which the eroded edges of its upturned and metamor- 
phosed stiata arc covered bv the nearly horizontal basement beds of the 
Cuddapah system. 


There can be little doubt that locks eoriesponding to the transition 
systems will be found extensively developed in the extra-[)eninsular 
inouiitaiu ranges, but as \et these have not been sufficiently explored to 
allow of their separation as distinct rock sciies, except in a few isolated 
localities. 

In Hundes and Spiti Mr. Griesbach has separated, under die name of 
Vaikrita*, a series of beds which overlie the granitic gneiss. It is described 
as of great thickness, varying much in lithological composition, composed 
principally of micaceouo schists, talcose rocks, phy Hites and gneiss. The 
beds are now found occupying the cores of highly compressed synclinal 
folds, the crests of the intervening anticlinals having been denuded away 
till there is now an apparently continuous succession of strata across the 
folds. 

Somewhat similar schistose beds occupy large areas in the central part 
of the range, and appear to extend far towards its southern margin in 

In the Darjiling district Mr. Mallet has described a series of beds, said 
to be transitional wdth the gneiss, under the name of the Daling series. 


* Supra, p. 73 foot-note. phos^d, Af* XXill (1S91). 

* Said to be the Sanskrit for metamor- ^ Revonh^ VUl, 93, (1875) 
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They consist of light green, slightly greasy, slates, sometimes interbandcd 
with a dark greenish grey kind, passing insensibly into ordinary clay slates 
and more or less earthy or silvery according to the degree of alteration 
they have undergone. There are also bands of quaitzite and quaitz flags, 
occasionally some hornblende schist, sometimes slightly calcareous and 
passing into an impure dolomite containing crystals of actinolite. This 
is, however, a rare and exceptional rock, the most prominent lithological 
distinctions between these and the succeeding Baxa series being the almost 
complete absence of lime and the rarity of the brilliantly-coloured alterna- 
tions of slates.^ 

The distribution of these beds is peculiar, and led to an erroneous idea 
of their position being formed in the first instance. They occur along the 
outer (southern) edge of the gneissic masses of Dcirjiling and Daling, in 
the valley of the combined Tfst^ and Ran jit rivers. They separate these two 
areas of gneiss and extend on the northern side up each of the valleys, 
dipping inwards towards the gneiss on all sides, and the junction is de- 
scribed as transitional, except for a poition of the boundary north of DdrjiU 
ing, which is faulted. On the south the apparent passage is somewhat 
rapid, but on the inner sections the Dalings are more metamorphosed, and 
the distinction betw'een them and the gneiss more difficult to draw\ The 
form of the outcrop and the direction of the dips combine to convc'y the 
impression that the Darjiling gneiss lies in the centre of a synclinal and is 
newer than the Daling series. 

At the time the desciiption was written a belief in the possibility of 
regional metamorplusm, that is to say, of ordinaiy sedimentary rocks 
being converted, wdthin a moderate distance, into true schists and gneisses, 
W'as still held by many geologists, but the whole tendency of recent 
investigations has been adverse to this opinion, and the opinion now 
prevalent is that of two contiguous series of beds the one which exhibits 
the greatest degree of metamorphism is primd facie the older. Added 
to this, the apparent dip of newer beds under older is a common feature 
of Himalayan sections, and when we find that the apparent lelation of the 
gneiss to the Dalings is the same as of these to the Damudas, and again 
of the Damudas to the tertianes, it is impossible to escape the belief that 
• the true sequence is the reverse of the apparent one. 

I Memoirs, XI, 40, (i874‘. 
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OLDER PALAlOZOIC (CUDDAPAH AND VINDHYaN) 
SYSTEMS OF THE PENINSULA. 

Oldef palaeozoic rocks— Reason for adopting the name-- Sou i hern India— Cuddap ili system 
—Cuddapah area — Kal^dgi area— Karnul senes—Cuddapah area— Bldm.i area— Godavari 
valley — Pakhal series— Pengangd beds— Chhatisgarh — Sullavai series — Central India— 
Lower Vindhyans — Upper Vindhyans— Relation of upper Vindhyans to the ArAvalli 
range — Vindhyans west of the Aravalli — Source of the diamond— Relative age*, of the 
rock systems described. 

In dealing with the newer group of systems, intervening between the 
gneiss and the Io^^ermo.st fossiliferous beds of the Peninsula, we are met 
by the same difficulty as with the transition systems, — the absence of 
any fossil evidence by which we can judge of the true position of the lieds. 
In this case the absence of fossils is the more extraordinary as many of the 
strata appear well adapted for the preservation of organic remains and 
have undergone no disturbance which could account for their subsequent 
obliteration. 

The selection of a general name for the beds described in this chapter 
is a difficult task. Omitting purely local names, they have been classed as 
upper transition, azoic, or Vindhyan, but none of these are comph'tely satis* 
factory and the best course to pursue will be to take into consideration tlic 
strongly marked unconformity that exists between the newest of them and 
overlying beds, of upper palaeozoic age, together with their general litho* 
logical character, and class them as older palaeozoic. I'his much we know, 
that they must be considerably older than permian, but it is as impossible 
to decide whether some of the oldest may not be precambrian, as to 
determine whether they may not to some extent be contemporaneous 
with part of those classed with the transition systems. 

The older palaeozoic strata, as defined here, are principally developed 
in two separate areas, one in the Madras piesidency, the other in 
central India. There arc besides a number of exposures in the Goddvari 
and Mahdnadf valleys in wdiich the beds are not so vs^ell exposed and have 
been less studied than in the two principal areas. 

There can be no doubt that the oldest rocks of this group of systems 
are those that have been described as the Cuddapah sy.stem in Madras, 
and they will consequently stand first for notice here. 
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The rocks pf the Cuddapah system occupy a large area about the 
middle of the east side of the Peninsula, where the coast line bends from 
a northerly to a north-easterly direction. This feature is probably con- 
nected with the form of the Cuddapah basin, which is of a roughly 
crescent shape, convex to the west. The north-east horn of the crescent 
is known as the Palndd, and reaches to Jaggayyapet, a few miles north 
of the Kistua river ; the southern termination at Tirupati (Tripetty; hill 
is 30 miles north-west of Madras, or only 18 if measured to the outlier at 
N^gari Nose. The to\An of Cuddapah stands in a south-central position 
near the Penner river. Karnul is on the northern edge and, further south, 
Gooty is just outside the western border, at its centre. 'I he length of the 
basin is about 210 miles and its width 95, the aiea being nearly 13,500 
square miles. 

The eastern edge of the basin constitutes a well-defined segment of 
that vaguely expressed general feature known as the Eastern Ghats. 
The actual face of the highlands is locally known as the Yellakonda 
ridge. It is a flanking member of the Nallamalai range, which is formed 
by a belt of contortion of the Cuddapah rocks along this side of their basin. 
Between the hills and the sea there is a zone of low country, formed of 
metamorphic rocks and alluvium, about 50 miles wide, constituting the 
plains of the Carnatic, or Pdyan Ghdt (country below the Ghdts), in the 
Guntur, Nellore, and North Arcot districts. The elevation of this ground 
at the base of the hills is under 200 feet, the crest of the Yellakonda rising 
to about 1,000, and the summits of the Nallamalai to 3,500. The centre ot 
the Cuddapah basin is occupied by the broad valley of the Kundair, the 
rocks rising again to form a^ steep range along the western margin of 
the basin, 2,000 feet above the sea and overlooking the gneissic upland 
of Mysore and Bellary, the elevation of which near the range varies 
from 800 to 1,800 feet. The Madras railway enters the basin at Gooty 
and leaves it at the southern point of the crescent, while the Kistua 
river adopts a very similar course in the northern limb. The watershed 
of the basin lies far to the north, and the Penner receives most of the 
drainage. 

More than a third of the area, within the boundaries indicated, is taken 
up by the overlying Karnul series, which occupies all the low ground of 
the Kundair valley in the middle of the basin and another large space 
in the Palnad. 

The Cuddapah formation has been divided into the following groups* ; — 

iQuartziies (Snshalam). 

Kislna group, 2,000 feet . • . Slates (Kolamnala). 

/ Quartzites (Irlakonda), 

Nallamalai group, 3400 feet . . • [ Q„aruites (Bairenkonda). 


* Memoits, VI K, 126, (1872) 
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Cheyair group, 10,500 feet . 

P4paghni group, 4,500 feet « . A Slates (\ dm pall i). 

( Quartzites (Gulcheru). 

The groups are all more or less unconformable to each other, and all in 
turn overlap the others and rest directly on the gneiss, but there is so 
marked a unity of character running through all that it is necessary to 
regard them as a single system. 

T he distribution of these groups relieves us in some measure of the 
enormous aggregate thickness of 20,000 feet given in the list. Although 
the succession may be taken strictly in order of time, it is scarcely to be 
supposed that there was ever at one spot a continuous superposition of 
these strata to the extent of their aggregate thickness. Even within the 
present rock-basin, which must be taken as only a part of the area of deposi- 
tion, the groups are local and discontinuous, each in turn overlapping the 
one below it and resting on the gneiss. In each case, however, there is 
more or less of denudation-unconformity, as well as overlap, so that the 
groups are much more than mere horizons of variation in deposition. 

'1 he original characters of deposition, and the induced characters of 
disturbance, are closely related to the actual boundaries of the field. All 
round the western boundary the junction is natural, and the deposits 
rest as originally laid down upon the gneiss, the strata having undergone 
comparatively little disturbance. On the east side of the basin, on the 
contrary, there has been much contortion of the strata, the boundary is 
represented as faulted and the beds often inverted. The lower groups 
are found to the south-west, and are gradually overlapped to the north 
and east. 

In each of the groups of the Cuddapah series sandstones or quartzites 
prevail at the base and earthy deposits forming shales or slates above, 
limestones often occurring with the latter. The Fdpaghni group is only 
found between the Tungabhadra and the Cheyair, being overlapped in both 
directions by the Cheyair beds. It takes its name from the river, in the 
gorge of which the best sections are seen. Its bottom member, the Gul- 
cheru quartzite, rests upon an uneven surface of the gneiss, and rises up 
to the west to foim steep cliffs, over an undercliff of the crystalline rock. 
Although the contact is quite sharp the two rocks are often connected 
together into an adhering mass. A considerable thickness at the base is 
coarsely conglomeratic, the pebbles consisting of the brecciated veinstones 
and banded jasper-rocks, which form prominent outcrops in the adjoining 
metamorphic area, but no pebbles of ^gneiss or granite were found except 
at one spot.^ These bottom beds arc described as shore deposits. 

In the Vempalli subdivision of the Pdpaghni group limestone is 

• Me moil Vlll, 158, (1872). 
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largely associated with the shales, and intrusive sheets of trap are 
also of frequent occurrence. In contact with, or near, the trap the lime- 
stone often contains bands of serpentine and steatite, as may be seen 
close to Karnul, where the Vempalli band has overlapped the bottom sand- 
stones, and rests directly on the gneiss. 

The Cheyair group is well exposed on the Cheyair river. It is divided 
into two areas by the Karnul formation stretching southwards, west of 
Cuddapah, into contact with the Pdpaghni rocks. The constitution and 
relation of the Cheyair group in the two positions are somewhat different. 
In the north-w'est area, tiaversed by the Penner, the bottom band of sand- 
stones and conglomerates is compaiatively unimportant. It is there described 
as the Pulivendala (Pulavaindia) subdivision, from a town 40 miles west by 
south of Cuc’dapah. North of the Ki‘^lna it oveilaps the Vempallis, and 
rests upon their denuded surface in the Penner giound, the conglomerates 
and breccias being largely made up of the characteristic chert-bands of the 
Vempalli limestone. Here, too, intrusive sheets of trau occur in the Puli- 
vendala band. The corresponding beds in the southern area aie described 
as the Nigari quartzites, from the welhknown hill near Madras. They 
form for the most part the bottom-iotk of the Cuddapahs resting on the 
gneiss in this region. The conglomerates are here made up of pebbles 
of quartz and quartzites (which are themselves sometimes conglomeratic), 
and occasionally of led-banded jasper, being thus more like the Gulcheru 
beds of the Penner area. 

The upper dand of the Cheyair group in the Penner area is described as 
the Tddputri (Todapurti) beds, named from a principal village of the district. 
They comprise a great series, in which slaty shales predominate, with 
limestones, eruptive rocks both intiusive and contemporaneous, ferru- 
ginous chert, and jasper beds Although not gieatly disturbed, the shales 
are to some extent affected by cleavage and are hence qualified as slaty. 
Limestone occurs in two piincipal bands. It is a finely crystalline giey 
rock, with much segregated chert, which otten assumes very fantastic 
shapes, especially in the upper part of the beds and near trap-flows. Of 
these erupti\e rocks there are many strong outcrops, in two principal 
bands, a main one near the base of the group, and another two-thirds up. 
The only rocks that can be certainly classed as eruptive are coarse-grained, 
dark, basic diomrites, Nineties compact and of grey or pale-green colours. 
They are shown to be contemporaneous by their outcrop being continuous 
for long distances between w'elhmarked bands of aqueous deposits, but 
the intervening deposits frequently cease, and the flow's locally coalesce ; 
moreover, they are distinctly confluent with intrusive dykes, as is well seen 
in the small bay below the southern flanks of the Opalp^d plateau, 20 miles 
east of Gooty Perhaps the strongest argument for the contemporaneity of 
the bedded traps on tiiis horizon is the fact that no intrusive igneous rock 
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is known to occur higher in the formation, or in the Kurnuls, and this 
could hardly be the case if the massive bands in the Tadputri zone were 
intruded after the completion of the sedimentary series. 

In this group there are, associated with the traps, porcellanic beds re- 
sembling those of the Gwalior system. They have been regarded as of 
volcanic origin, but there is a great difficulty in supposing so highly silicious 
an ash could be produced by the same series of eruptions as gave birth to 
the unmistakeable igneous rocks in the section. They do not in any way 
resemble any known product of volcanic activity and their associations with 
the lava flows is probably fortuitous. 

In the Cheyair area the Pullampet slates and limestones represent the 
Tidputri beds of the Penner. The traps and porcellanic beds are absent. 
The limestones are again silicious, and sometimes they are brecciated in a 
very unaccountable manner, without any disturbance of the strata. Some 
beds present a rugged humpy surface, suggestive of a coralline formation, 
but no organic structure has been detected. 

The Nallamalai occupies a larger area than the other groups, principally 
on the east side of the basin, and takes its name from the range. The 
Bairenkonda summit, 3,500 feet abo\c the sea, gives its name to the bottom 
band of quartzites. In the Pdlkonda range, east of Cuddapah, these 
quartzites rest with slight unconformity upon the Clicyair group. In the 
Fenner area the strong quartzites of the Gondicotta hills, overlying the 
Tadputri shales, are on the same horizon. Here the beds have a gentle 
north-easterly slope and pass under the Karnul formation, but when they 
rise again to the cast, in the Nallamalai, contortion is the rule, often to so 
extreme a degree as to produce folded flexures and inversion. In the 
synclinal troughs of these contortions the upper member of the group, 
called the Cumbum slates, is found, the underlying qiiartziies rising up to 
form the ridges. 

The Cumbum slates are by far the thickest member of the group, and 
cover the greater part of the area. They are not very unifoim in compo- 
sition. There are several subordinate bands of quartzite, which it is not 
easy in broken ground to distinguish from the underl)ing Bairenkonda 
rock, and the slates themselves present many vaiieties, from fine, silvery, 
talcosc beds to coarse, earthy clay slates, of many shades of colour. Occa- 
sionally they are foliated and schistose, and not easily distinguished from 
the schistose beds of the adjoining gneissic aiea, when the two happen to 
come in contact. As a rule, how'cver, quartzites are found at the junction. 
Strong bands of limestone are frequent in the Cumbum slates. It is generally 
compact or finely crystalline, micaceous or talcose, of a slate grey colour, 
with purple tinges *^1 he old lead mines near Nandidlampet, 16 miles north 
of Cuddapah, occur in a dark silicious variety of this rock. 

At the north end of the Nallamalai, just south of the Karnul and Guntur 

G 
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road, there is a great dome*shaped mountain known as Eshwarakupam. It 
IS composed of lower Cuddapah rocks dipping away from the hill on all 
sides, and surrounded by Nallamalai beds. A great thickness of strata is 
exposed, but it is not easy to identify them specifically with the groups 
already described. 

The plateau through which the Kistna has cut its gorge, known as the 
Kistna Nallamalai, is formed of beds higher than the Nallamalai group and 
unconformable to it. These beds are therefore distinguished as the Kistna 
group. They comprise three well-marked divisions ; the Irlakonda quart- 
zites, forming the plateau of that name on the \i^est, where they are 
1,200 feet thick; the Shrishalam quartzites, forming a higher plateau 
to the north and east, called after a well-known shrine on the Kistna; 
and the intermediate shales, which are called Kolamnala, after a stream 
that traverses them. To the north the group spreads out over a fiat 
surface of gneiss, and to the east it passes under the Karnul beds of 
the Pained, in ^^h^ch region the rocks are, again, intensely disturbed on 
the east. This group is supposed to be also represented further south in 
the Nallamalai, but the evidence is not decisive. 


In the south Marith^ country, on the southern border of the great area 
occupied by the Deccan trap, and in great part separating the trap-region 
from the gneissic area of Mysore, there is a basin of somewhat similar 
ricks named after the town of Kalddgi', which lies near its eastern end. Its 
peculiar position is in a manner accidental, for it is certain that the whole 
of this basin was once overspread by the trap, which still stretches con- 
tinuously along the crest of the Sahyddri for some distance to the south, and 
elsewhere outliers of trap are found resting on the gneiss. The strata 
rest with total unconformity on the crystallines, quite unaffected by meta- 
morphism, and are considered to belong to the Cuddapah system on the 
strength of a general resemblance in lithological character, although the 
particular sub-divisions of the Cuddapah area cannot be recognised. 

From the Kistna, below its confluence with the Gatparba, the Kalddgi 
rocks stretch continuously westward for more than loo miles and then 
disappear under the trap forming the crest of the Sahyddri. In this direc- 
tion several inliers arqj|xposed by the local removal of the basaltic cover- 
ing, the largest of which, at the foot of the PhondaGhdt, in the Konkan, is 
probably continuous with the main basin. On the north there is a large 
inlier at Jamkhandi. In all of these inliers, however, only the lower beds 
occur, so it is probable that the formation does not extend far beneath the 
trap. On the south borders of the basin there are numerous outliers of 
the bottom ouartzites resting on the gneiss, both on the uplands of the 

* R. B. Foote, XII, 70, (1876). 
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Deccan and in the Konkan. The Vengurla rocks and otln^r small islands 
off the coast all consist of the very hard rocks belonging to the quartzite 
series. The former continuity of all these patches of rock cannot by any 
means be asserted, for it is evident that the deposits took place upon a 
very uneven surface of the crystallines, of which there are extensive inliers 
within the main basin, as at Gok^k. 

The series is divisible as follows*: — 

Upper Kalddot, 

1 hklncsN, 

6. Shales, limestones and ha 5 matite-schists . . . 2,000 feet 

5. Quartzites, local conglomerates, and breccias . 1,200—1,800 


Lower Kalddgi. 

4. Limestones, clays, and shales .... 5,000—6,000 

3. Sandstones and shales a 

2. Silicious limestones, hornstoncs, or cherty breccias > 3,000 — 5,000 
I. Quartzites, conglomerates, and sandstones . 


The bottom conglomeratic rocks are made up of the debris of the ad- 
joining crystallines, and vary with the composition of the latter. They 
generally slope up towards the boundary of the area and form a scarp over 
a basement of gneiss. The cherty breccias form the most peculiar and 
conspicuous member of this part of the aeries. Mr. Foote suggests, with 
much probability, that they are formed by the decomposition and crushing 
of the highly silicious limestones that occur on the same horizon. A 
large proportion of the total area, forming a continuous margin to the basin, 
very wide on the south, and including all the outliers, is formed of the lower 
members (Nos. i, 2, 3) of the scries, and in this position the rocks are very 
little disturbed, and scarcely at all altered. 

The limestones and shales forming the fourth division of the Kalddgi 
series are only found in a special basin of depression and contortion 041 
the north-east side of the area. They generally occupy low ground and 
are much concealed, but may be fairly seen about the town of Kal^dgf, 
exhibiting much disturbance. Several varieties of the rock are very homo- 
geneous in texture and variously tinted, making pretty marble. 

I’he only remnants of the upper KalAdgi group are found in the axes of , 
synclinal flexures within this special basin, their preservation being evi- 
dently due to their being thus let in and encasdjiby the folding of the 
whole series, so that the maximum of disturbance and of melamorphism is 
exhibited in these remains of the topmost beds of the format on. The 
principal of these elliptical synclinal areas of the upper groups are all within 
a short distance of Kalddgi. The direction of the axes of disturbance is very 
steady between west by north and west-noith-west. This is also the 
direction of the major axis of the basin itself, in which all the special 
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contortion seems^ to have been concentrated on the north side, along what is 
now the lower valley of the Gatparba. 

Only four cases of intrusive rock have been observed in the Kalidgi 
area, and all in the region of disturbance, in the highest beds ; three in the 
l.okapur basin, and one in the Arakere synclinal valley. They are of com- 
pact, green diorite, unlike the older diorites of the gneissic area. 


The rocks of the Karnul scries lie almost entirely within the basin 
of the Cuddapah system, where they are found in two separate areas, the 
larger of which occupies the whole of the Kundair valley and stretches to 
beyond the Kistna, while the other lies in the distiict known as the Palnild. 
The series has here a total thickness of only 1,200 feet, less than that of 
the smallest group of the Cuddapahs, and might be regarded as a member 
of that system, a view which has been urged^ on the ground that the 
unconformity between the t>\o is .lot much greater than those between the 
different sub-divisions of the older svstem, and that on the east side of the 
basin the Karnul series has felt the full effects of the disturbance which they 
have undergone. 

Such was not the opinion of the actual observers, who described the un- 
conformity between the Cuddapah system and the Karnul beds as sulhcicnt to 



Fig 5. Sketch section illustrating the relation of Cuddapah and Karnul rocks, after King. 


justify the separation of the latter.® This claim is strengthened by the oc- 
currence of an outcrop of beds, referred to the Karnul series, under tlie edge 
of the Deccan trap plateau in the valley of the Bhfmd river. Although the 
westernmost point of this basin is separated by only 8 miles from the 
boundary of the Kalddgi area of Cuddapah rocks, and though each basin is 
over 100 miles in lengtj|||yet no representative of any of the rocks found in 
the one has been recognised in the other. If the reference of the rocks 
of one area to the Cuddapah system and the other to the Karnul series, on 
the strength of general petrographical resemblances, is to be trusted, this 
indicates a change in the areas of deposition of the two periods sufficient 
to justify the separation of the rocks formed in each. 


* Manual^ ist ed., p. 70. 

* The nature of this unconformity is exhibit* 
ed by the sketch section, fig. $, which, at the 


least, shows the interpretation put by the actual 
observer on the observations made by him. 
— W. King, Memoir 8 1 VIII, 125, 
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The Karnul series, which is mainly a limestone formation with subor- 
dinate bands of sandstone and shale, has been divided into the follow'in^ 


groups' : — 

Kundair group 
PAniam group 
Jamalamadiigu group 
Banaganpalli group 


^ Shales (Nandidl). 

* t I imcstoncs (Koil Kiintla), 
< Pinnacled quartzites. 

' ( Plateau quartzites. 

( Shales (Auk). 
i Limestones (Narji). 

. Sandstones. 


The Banaganpalli group consists of sandstones, generally coarse, often 
earthy, occasionally felspathic or ferruginous, and usually of dark shades of 
red, grey, and brown colours. Pebble beds are frequent, the pebbles being 
small and numerous, composed of quartzite and various coloured cherts, 
jaspers and hardened shales, evidently derived from the cherty shales 
of the Cheyair group, on which the Banaganpalli beds rest. 

The Banaganpalli beds are of interest as being the principal source of 
the diamond in the Cuddapah area.* There are many places on or near 
the Karnul group where diamonds have been worked for in surface 
gravels, but at Banaganpalli these workings are carried on in the solid 
rock. Shallow pits, not more than 15 feet deep, are sunk in the rock> 
which is hard and quartzitic at the surface, but turns soft and easily worked 
underground, where short galleries are driven in the diamond layer, 
at, or close to, the base of the group. The diamonds occur in some of the 
more clayey and pebbly layers. Dr. King has recorded the opinion that 
they are innate in this rock, an opinion based principally on the perfee tion 
of many of the crystals. In the case of so hard a mineral the argument is 
not conclusive, and the nature of the rock in whicli they arc described a^ 
occurring certainly suggests that they arc of detrital origin. It is rather 
mysterious why the rock-workings should be so crowded as they arc over 
certain spots, whilst large adjoining areas of apparently tlie very same 
deposits are left quite untouched. If this irregular distribution of the 
mines be only due to a delusion of the diamond-eeekers there is still a very 
large field awaiting exploration. 

Tlie Jaroalamadugu group takes its name from a large village on the 
west side of the Kundair valley. It is composed# the top of buff, white, 
and purplish non-calcareous shales, well seen near the village of Auk 
(Owk). They have a maximum thickness of 50 feet, and pass down 
gradually into a finely crystalline or compact limestone, generally blue- 
grey, sometimes nearly black, and occasionally of pale bufif and fawn 
colours. A very inferior lithographic stone used to be obtained from tliebc 

* Mmoirs, VIII, 30, (1S72). 1 * VIH, 9 ^ (1S72 
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beds, and the r<>ck is now much used for building, large quarries having 
been opened near the railway at the village of Narji, by which name the 
stone is known. West of Banaganpalli the Narji limestone is about 400 
feet thick, but thins out both to the south and north. In the Rdichfir 
Dodb, about Karnul, it rests on the metamorphic rocks, where it becomes 
cherty and brecciated in a peculiar manner and is described as a shore 
deposit. 

Between the open Kundair valley and the western ranges, or Yel- 
lamala, there are in the Karnul district some low flat hills, such as the 
plateaux of Upalpdd and Undutla. These low plateaux are composed 
of a sandstone or quartzite, locally intercalated in the Karnul lime- 
stones and known as the Pdniam group, after the town of that name. 
The greatest thickness of the quartzites is only 100 feet, and the group 
disappears altogether to the north and south, nor has any sign of it been 
observed on the eastern edge of the basin. An upper portion, formed of 
firm white sandstone, has been distinguished as the ^ pinnacled quartzites' 
from its mode of weathering, the lower beds, or ‘plateau quartzites,' are 
coarser, more earthy and feiruginous, of various rusty tints. 

In a basin of slightly disturbed strata the uppermost group must cover 
the largest area, and so the Kundair beds occupy the whole \ alley of the 
Kundair. 1 here is a thickness of 500 to 600 feet. The upper two-thirds 
of purple calcareous shales and earthy limestones, distinguished as the 
Nandiil shales after a large village of that name, pass insensibly dowm 
into purer, compact and crypto-ciystalline, flaggy limestones, known as 
the Koil KuntU band, from atown 10 miles south-east of Banaganpalli, in 
which small papillae resembling casts of Cypri^^ and numerous discoidal 
markings of half an inch to two inches in diameter are found.* The town 
of Cuddapah and all the large villages in the centre of the valley are on 
the Nandi^l shales. In this position the rock is soft and crumbling, but 
to the south and east, on the margin of the mountain region, these upper- 
most beds of the whole sedimentary basin are quite slaty, being cleaved 
and contorted proportionally with the underlying formations. The litholo- 
gical character of this group, as in some of the Cuddapah groups, changes 
to the north-west, and in the proximity of the metamorphics the Koil 
Kuntla beds are described as shore-deposits, which never extended much 
beyond their present boundary. 

In the Palndd there is a large exposure of limestones which are be- 
lieved to be of Karnul age, and even the sub divisions have been in a manner 
specifically recognised in the south-west part of the ground.* The limestone 
is underlaid by a diamond-bearing sandstone, which has consequently 
been supposed to represent the Banaganpalli rock. In the Palnad country, 
however, there is great difficulty in distinguishing this rock from a closely 

* UemoirSf VI1I»46, (1873). | s Mftnoirs, VlII, 107 (187a). 
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associated sandstone, clearly belonging to the Cuddapahs, but of the Kistna 
group at the very top of the Cuddapah series and several thousand feet 
higher, s^ratigraphically, than are the beds of the Cheyair group underlying 
the diamond sandstone of Banaganpalli ; such at least is the position made 
out for the bottom sandstone on the south-west of the Palndd, towards the 
expanding rock-basin. On this side, too, some slight unconformity has 
been pointed out between the Palnad limestone and successive masses of 
the sandstone, and it has been remarked that the diamond workings here 
are confined to the rock close under the limestone, so as to suggest the 
limitat ion of diamonds to the horizon of the Banaganpalli group. All round 
the north-east coiner of the basin, however, this sandstone, there known 
as the Jaggayyapet quartzite, rests directly upon the gneiss. 

The leading structural character of the Cuddapah basin is maintained in 
the Palnid. On the west side the strata are comparatively undisturbed, 
while on the east border they are cleaved, foliated, and contorted, and 
appear to be overlaid by a natural ascending sequence of shales, lime- 
stones and quartzites, above what have been described as the PalnAd 
limestones, and so these upper rocks would be newer members of the 
Karnul formation. According to another, more probable, view this sequence 
is deceptive, being due to total inversion of the strata, the top quartzite 
being really a Cuddapah rock. 


On the north-westernborder of the Cuddapah basin the Karnul deposits 
are described as overlapping the formations upon which, for the most i>art, 
they rest, and lying upon the gneiss for a short distance up the Kistna 
val ley. Seventy-live miles further in this north-westerly direction there 
is another area of rocks, having a strong likeness to (he Karnul deposits, 
and resting throughout their entire south-east border, for a distance of 
more than 100 miles, immediately upon the gneiss, while along their 
entire north-western border they are covered by the Deccan trap. Th(? 
width of the basin thus exposed is exceedingly variable, both bound- 
aries being very irregular in outline. It is greatest, about 25 miles, where 
the Bhimd river crosses the outcrop nearly at its middle, and from this 
circumstance the name of the river has been taken for the local designa- 
tion of the rock basin.^ 

The Bhfmi series is mainly a limestone forma ion which has been divid- 
ed as follow's in the central portion of the basin : * 


Upper. 


(§■) Red calcareous shales 
\f) Flaggy Hmeslone beds 
(^) BuU shales • • • 


7 hid nest 

30 feet. 


18 


9> 


’ Memioirst Xll, 139, (1876), 
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Upper — contd. 

Thickness, 

(d) Quartzites (sandstone) 200 feet. 

(c®) Blue thick-bedded splintery limestone, breccialed in part 200 „ 

[c') Tbin-bcdded limestone, with chert ... 20 „ 

(r ) Blue and grey splintery limestone, occasionally brcc- 

ciated 200 „ 

Lower. 

{b) Purple, red, drab, and dark-green shales, w ith calcareous 

flags at top . . • • ... 100 „ 

(n) Quartzites (sandstones) and conglomerates . . • bo „ 

It is principally in the south-western part of the area that the bottom 
sandy beds are developed to any extent. The pebbles of the conglo- 
meratic bands are derived from the adjacent metamorphics, upon a very 
uneven surface, of which the Bhfm 4 deposits were laid down, as is shown 
by the very winding outline of the boundary and by the occurrence of 
gneissic inliers, some of which are found near the trap of the north-west- 
ern edge of the area. There is thus no presumption that the sedimentary 
basin extends far beneath the eruptive rock. 

At Bachimali, the extreme easterly point of the southern expansion of 
the Bhimd basin, there is a basement pebble-bed much resembling the 
diamond layers of the lower Kistna valley. It is much broken up by 
small pits, as if at one time it had been searched for diamonds, *but there 
seems to be no local tradition of any having been found. 

The upper quartzite is quite a local intercalation, so that in some sec- 
tions the series is almost exclusively made up of limestone. This is a very 
fine-grained rock for the most part, with a texture approaching that of 
lithographic stone. The colours are very various Grey prevails, but 
drab and pink tints are common. The rock generally occurs in flaggy 
beds, and is much used for building, the pale cream coloured variety 
being preferred, although the grey stone is the more durable. 

The formation has undergone very little disturbance, and the inclina- 
tion of the strata very rarely exceeds from 2° to 5®. At a few places near 
the boundary some crushing and faulting has taken place, as at Gogi, 
where the lowest beds are vertical. 

There are some patches of a singular limestone-breccia resting on the 
gneiss within the confines of the Bhfmi basin, as west and north of the 
village of Yeddihali in the Agani valley. The brecciation has clearly been 
caused tn situ^ and Mr. Foote conjectures that these patches may be rem- 
nants of a former spread of the Kalidgi rocks. 

With the exception of a doubtful fragment of silicified wood (or bone) 
found by Mr. Foote in the basement conglomerate close to the village of 
Kasakanahal, just within the Agani v.alley, no traces of organic remains 
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were obtained from any of the Bhfm^ rocks. Mr. Foote speaks of the 
limestones as a pelagic formation, and remarks that there is a good deal 
to suggest that they were once continuous with the like rocks of the 
Karnul area, and that they have been separated only by denudation. 


North of the Kistna some outliers of highly disturbed quartzites and inter- 
bedded limestones have been recognised as belonging to the Cuddapah 
system^ and north of these a large spread of Cuddapahs, originally 
described * as the Pakhal series, extends up the Godavari valley. 

In the hills east of the Goddvari at Albaka the series is described as 
consisting of two well-maiked members, namely, a more or less slaty 
division, with many strong bands of altered arenaceous beds, and at 
least two bands of limestone, best exposed near Pakhal ; and an upper 
division which is more generally arenaceous in its composition. The 
thicknesses of the divisions, where best developed, may be reckoned as — 

2. Albaka division 2,500 feet. 

I, Pakhal division 5,000 „ 

Near Pakhal the lower division can be divided into sub-groups as 
follows 


5. A slaty band with thick scams of quart/itc sandstone 
4.^rcy and fawn-coloured siltcious limestones 
3. Clay slates and quartzites .... 

2. Silicious limestone 

I. Quartzites, with a few sl.it es .... 


3,600 feel. 
500 „ 
700 „ 


These sub-groups are not constant and overlap each other. I'hc lowest 
beds are frequently conglomeratic and at times pass into strong conglo- 
merates, which rest unconforniably on the gneiss. The upper division, 
more fully represented east of the Godavari in the hills wdiich run parallel 
to the river and touch it at Albaka, is described as essentially a sandstone 
and quartzite formation. 

The Pakhal outcrop extends in a north- wTst direction to the Maner 
river, a short way beyond which it is abruptly cut olT by a fault. The 
rocks become gradually less indurated in this direction, the shaly beds 
finer in grain, and the limestones less prominent. In the Maner valley 
the shales, fine in texture, green and purple in colour, and much banded 
with thin calcareous seams, closely resemble those of the Cheyair group. 

On the east side of the Godavari there is another large area extend- 
ing from about 10 miles south-east of Albaka for over 100 miles to the 
north-west In this exposure the upper arenaceous beds are largely de- 
veloped, but there appears to be a slight unconformity in the cliff see tions 

I Recoids, XVIII, 20, (1885). I * W. King, Mi mvis, XVIII, 209 (1880). 



90 GEOLOGY OP INDIA— CUODAPAH AND VINDHYAN. COhap. IV. 

on the west of t^e range of hillS) and it is not impossible that part of what 
has been here classed, and coloured on the map, with the Pakbal series be* 
longs in reality to the Sullavai service which succeeds it. 

In the upper Prinhfta valley, west of the great Wardhi valley coal- 
field, a series of limestones and shales of ancient date, known as the 
Pengangi beds, have been recognised by Dr. King as identical with the 
Pakhal beds of the Maner valley. They fall naturally into a lower lime- 
stone and an upper shaly group. 

The limestone group consists of pale or dark grey or bufF-coloured, 
seldom red limestone, well-bedded, with occasional layers of ribbon 
jasper. It is overlaid by the shale group, composed of fine-grained earthy 
shales, usually some shade of red in colour, with occasional beds of 
flaggy limestone. The shales have often a nodular structure and weather 
into small thin distoidal fragments like the Talchir shales, for which an 
isolated outcrop might easily be mistaken. It is extraordinary that no 
fossils have been found in these beds, whose texture is eminently fitted 
for the preservation of organic remains, while there has been no subse- 
quent disturbance or metamorphism to account for their obliteration. 

The Penganga shales and limestones are usually found resting directly 
on the gneiss without any representative of the lowest quartzose conglo- 
meratic zone of the Pakhals. North-west of Edlabad, however, there are 
said to be sandstones which appear to dip under the limestone, and a 
quartzite is recorded as occupying a similar position, in the hills north 
of Aksapur.* 

These Pengangd beds w^ere regarded by the earlier observers, and 
have always been referred to in the Survey publications, as of Vindhyan 
age. Further on we wdll return to the discussion of the validity of this cor- 
relation, but in the meanwhile it may be noticed that the evidence in favour 
of identifying the Pakhal and Pengangd beds with the Cuddapahs is as 
strong as it can be in the case of unfossiliferous rocks, where there is an 
absence of absolute continuity of outcrop. They were unhesitatingly 
identified by Dr. King, who examined both areas. The general lithologi- 
cal resemblance is described as very close, and, though the particular sub- 
divisions cannot be recognised in the different areas, the Pakhal beds were 
regarded as answering to the Kistna and Nallamalai groups.* They 
exhibit much the same degree of induration and a similarity in their rela- 
tion to the gneiss, and to the rocks of the transition period, and the case 
is much strengthened by the occurrence of a series of small outliers, in the 
space intervening between the northern limit of the main Cuddapah area 
and the southern extremity of the Pakhal outcrop. 

I W. T. Blanford MS. Report, i866. [ * Memoirs, XVHI, 212, (i88i). 

® Memoirs^ XV IH, 224, (1881 }# 1 
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In the degree and nature of the disturbance they have^been subjected 
to, the Pakhal beds resemble the Cuddapahs. Lying at low and gentle 
dips throughout the western portion of the area they occupy, they are com- 
pressed and folded at high angles about their eastern limit in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Singareni coal-field. 

The Cuddapah beds have been recognised in Bastir territory, where the 
Indrawati river, at Chitarkot, falls over quartzites that rest horizontally on 
the gneiss. They are overlaid by limestones and red shales, which over- 
lap on to the gneiss and are overlaid by a yet higher series of quartzite 
sandstones. The country has not been examined in detail, and it is not yet 
certain whether the latter belong to the Cuddapahs or to the overlying 
unconformable Sullavai series.^ 

Further north Dr. Ball recognised the same beds on the plateau 
south of Tarnot,* and they spread out and occupy a large area of the 
Mah^nadi valley in Chhatisgarh, where they have been regarded by 
observers working from the north as Vindhyan. They are described as 
consisting of a lower group, composed principally of quartzitic sandstones 
at times pebbly or even conglomeratic at the base, and an upper group 
of limestones and shale&.s The shales are nearly always of a red purple 
colour, very rarely green or dirty grey, the limestones are fawn-coloured, 
grey or even black, sometimes pink or pale reddish purple, thick-bedded, 
compact, •splintery or sbaly in composition, graduating into shale, often 
seamed with chert bands. These beds, which were recognised in 1866 
by Dr, Blanford as very similar to the Pengangd beds, occupy the 
centre of the basin and lie with easy rolling dips, the underlying sand- 
stone band forming a margin round the outcrop, where it is often turned 
up at high angles. 

The evidence for classing these with the Cuddapahs is not at present as 
good as in the case of the Pakhals, seeing that the intervening ground has 
been only cursorily visited, but the general resemblance is close, and cer- 
tainly much closer than to the rocks of the overlying Sullavai series, which 
must now be noticed. 

Besides the beds of Cuddapah age Dr. King recognised, in the Godavari 
valley, a series* unconformable to the Pakhals, which he called the Sullavai 
series.* They consist typically of a massive quartzite sandstone and con- 
glomerate with a few slaty beds, overlaid by generally salmon or chocolate 
coloured sandstones, and capped by a strong series of thin and thick- 
bedded, very pebbly and gravelly, quartzites or indurated sandstones, which 
weather in the peculiar and picturesque manner characteristic of the pin- 
nacled quartzites of the Karnul ser:es in its typical area. 

» Memoirs, XVIII, 224, (1881). I ® Records, XVIII, 173, (1885). 

» Records, X, 174, (1877)* ' Memoirs, XVIII, 227, (1881). 
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The thickness of the series where best developed in the Dewalmari 
hills and in the western outcrop near K^pra are stated to be— ^ 


3. K5pra quartzites and conglomerates 
2. Venkatpur salmon and chocolate beds 
I. Enchardm quartzites • 


Kapra. Dewalinari hillf. 

loo feet. 700 feet, 

200 „ 300 „ 

900 „ 600 „ 


The unconformity of the Sullavais on the Pakhals is indicated by both 
overstep and overlap, yet on the whole there is a remarkable parallelism 
of dip between the two near Sullavai itself. Some sections are, however, 
recorded where the Sullavai sandstones rest almost horizontally on the 
eroded edges of the nearly vertical Pakhal slates and quartzites. 

These Sullavai beds were recognised in the hills near Dewalmari and 
the observation is important, as the sandstone of these hills had already * 
been identified with that of the exposures, regarded as of Vindhyan age, 
east of the Wardhd valley coal-field. According to Dr Blanford these are 
white and purplish quartzite sandstones, breaking with a distinct conchoi- 
dal fracture, and, in the great exposure extending from Chimur to Mul, 
they arc associated with a more or less felspathic coarse grit, which 
decomposes into a very soft rock, easily mistaken for Damuda sandstone. 


There is a much wider and more distinct barrier between the great nor- 
thern Vindhyan basin and the Chhatisgarh, or upper Mahanaclf area, than 
between the latter and any of -the a^iiated rocks to the south. The ridge of 
gneiss which, to the west, forms the w^ell-raised base of the basaltic plateau 
throughout the districts of Mandla, Sconf, Chhindwir^, and BetuI, and to 
the north-east forms the highlands of Chutid Ndgpur, is interrupted at this 
point and the Gondw^na deposits stretch across from the Son to the 
Mahdnadf valley. The watershed between the Son and the Mahinadi 
drainage is pretty high, and is occupied by Takhir rocks, probably 
of no great thickness, so that the gneiss most probably forms a rock- 
barrier from east to west, though of course it is open to question when this 
was produced. It may well be of post-Gondwdna age. To the north of this 
barrier of gneiss the Cuddapahs and Karnuls of the south appear to be 
represented by a great series, principally composed of sandstones, long 
knowm to geologists under the name of Vindhyan. 

The name Vindhyan, one of the oldest introduced by the Geological 
Survey, was used to designate the great sandstone formation of Bundel- 
khand and M/ilwd,and was adopted from the name currently applied by 

* Memoirs, XVIII, 231, (1881). | * W. T. Blanford; MS. report, 1866. 
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Anglo-Indian geographers to the scarped range along the north side of the 
Narbada valley. The Vindhyan system ranks third in superficial extent 
within the rock-area of the Peninsula, occupying in a single basin a larger 
surface than the combined areas of any other formation except the gneiss 
and the Deccan trap. The form of the basin is peculiar. There is a great 
area, 250 miles long, between Chitor on the west and S 4 gar on the east, 
and 225 miles broad from Indargarh on the north to B^rwai (or Mortaka) 
on the south, all presumably occupied by upper Vindhyans, although a 
very large part of it is covered by the trap of the M 41 w 4 plateau. From 
Sagar a long arm, with a maximum width of 50 miles, stretches eastwards 
for 340 miles to S^sser^m in Behar. Another broader tract extends north- 
wards from Sagar, and passes under the Gangetic alluvium between Agra 
and Gwalior. 'I he gneissic mass of Bundelkhand lies between these pro- 
longations. The exposed surface of the Vindhyan deposits is about 40,000 
square miles and, with the area beneath the trap, the basin would occupy 
about 65,000. 

Throughout the greater part of their border the Vindhyan sandstones 
are unconformably related to transition or gneissic rocks, but in the 
eastern branch of the area in Bundelkhand and the Son valley, and in the 
neighbourhood of Chitor and Jhalra Fdtan, they rest, with little or no un- 
conformity, upon deposits of very different character. These lower 
beds were at first noticed under local names in the several areas, but the 
convenience and fitness of having a common name for deposits so nearly 
related was soon felt, and the term lower Vindhyan has been used in this 
sense in spite of the very disproportionate importance ot the two divisions 
so established, and a doubt as to whether they are really members of the 
same conformable system. 


On the map prepared for this Manual it has been found necessary to 
make one colour serve for the lower Vindhyans and the Cuddapahs, but as 
the lower Vindhyans, in the sense here used, are confined to the margins 
of the Vindhyan basin, this is not likely to lead to confusion. From S^sse- 
r 4 ni, at the extreme east end of the area, the lower Vindhyans are con- 
tinuous at the base of the K^imur scarp for 240 miles, disappearing at 
the Son-Narbadd watershed, where the upper^ Vindhyans sweep across 
into contact with the transition rocks. The greatest width of the lower 
Vindhyans across their outcrop in this their typical area is 16 miles, just 
where the Son enters its main valley from the south. At some points 
on the low^er reaches of the river their outcrop is less than two miles 
wide. Some small inlicrs, appearing through the alluvium in Behar at a 
short distance east and north of the termination of the Vindhyan plateau, are 
most, if not all, of them of lower Vindhyan rocks, which also ciop out 
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from beneath the upper Vindhyans in some of the valleys on the north side 
of the plateau west of Sdsserdm. In this direction, however, the lower Vin- 
dhyans soon disappear and at the lowest level, where the Ganges washes 
the base of the plateau at Chan^r (Chunar), only upper Vindhyans are 
exposed. The concealment of the lower groups is probably only due to 
depression in the main axis of the basin, for the very same rocks appear 
again beneath the Kiimur sandstone as it rises towards the gneissic mass 
cf Bundelkhand. 

It may be considered certain that the Semri rocks, under the K^imur 
scarp in south-eastern Bundelkhand, are the same as the lower Vindhyans 
of Son valley, but their appearance on the north is much more irregular in 
every way, a circumstance which is easily accounted for. From Chebu, 
close to the Jumna, they are seen at intervals below the Vindhyan scarp 
for i6o miles to beyond the Dhasin. The principal exposures are for 20 
miles east of the Dhas^n, and for 12 west of the Ken (Cane). East of the 
latter river the beds are totally concealed for long distances, where the upper 
Vindhyans pass over them on to the gneiss, and the lower formation is 
only visible in the gorges of the principal streams. About Karwf again, 
where the main scarp begins to trend eastwards, oblique to the general 
strike of the basin, the lower Vindhyans are freely exposed, but at Bhita, 
where the Jumna first touches the rocks of the plateau a few miles above 
Allahibid, the upper Vindhyans are at the water level, the position being 
more to the dip of the basin. 

The third of the principal exposures of lower Vindliyans lies in the 
extreme south-west corner of the main outcrop of the s}^stem and extends 
from about 10 miles north of (^hitor in a southerly direction to the edge 
of the Deccan trap, whence it turns eastwards and occupies a narrow 
strip, with irregular boundaries, extending to about 25 miles south-east of 
Jhaira Pitan. Besides these three principal exposures there are some 
small outliers of what are believed to be lower Vindhyans resting on the 
disturbed Alwar quartzites on the eastern margin of the Ardvalli region, 
south-west of Karauli. 

The classification of the lower Vindhyan beds wants the definiteness 
that is attainable in the upper Vindhyans. There are no well-marked zones 
of sub-division, and all the members of the group are not to be found on 
every section, the irregularity being partly due to thinning out and partly 
to a lateral change of mineral character. The want of constancy is more 
conspicuous in the lower members than in the upper, a direct result of the 
mode of deposition. The first beds formed were deposited on an uneven 
floor of the older rocks, and as the irregularities of this became smoothed 
off, and the area of deposition enlarged by gradual subsidence, the con- 
ditions of sedimentation became more uniform and gave rise to more uni- 
form and constant stratification of the succeeding beds. 
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The following sub-divisions have been recognised in the Son valley : 


II. Limestone. 

10. Shales. r RohUs group. 
9. Limestone. ^ 

8. Shales and sandstone. 

7. Limestone. 

6. Shaly sandstone. 


5. Porcellanic shales. 

4. Trappoid beds. 

3. Porcellanic shales. 

2. Limestone. 

I. Conglomeratic and calcareous sand- 
stone. 


These lithological characters by no means indicate well defined or con- 
stant horizons in the series. They are all variable and pass into each other, 
both vertically and horizontally, by interstratification and thinning out, or a 
horizontal replacement of one form of sediment by another. 

The lowest two groups, which, strange to say, appear to be in some 
degree equivalent to each other, are only found in the Son valley, and 
doubtfully in some outliers near Sdsseram. They exhibit great and capri- 
cious variations of thickness, which can only be explained by their having 
been deposited on an uneven surface. The conglomeratic beds vary in 
type from a coarse thick-bedded conglomerate, composed of slightly rolled 
fragments of the underlying older rocks, 6 to 8 inches in diameter, to 
a coarse sandstone, with pebbles of quartz. The limestone No. 2 is also 
capricious in its distribution. It is in part a tolerably pure limestone, but 
is for the most part hard and silicious. 

The porcellanic and trappoid beds are almost sufficiently described ,by 
their name. The porcellanic beds, mostly grey in colour, are very much 
like the beds described under the same name in the Gwalior and Cuddapah 
systems. The other beds interstratified with them were called trappoid 
from their resemblance, in mineral constitution and mode of weathering, 
to traps, but they are in fact composed of the debris of crystalline rocks 
which has undergone a subsequent induration. Their distribution is in 
accordance with their origin, as they are conspicuous where there is an 
abundance of crystalline rock close to the boundary, and absent or very 
slightly developed where slates are the chief rock exposed. 

The divisions Nos. 6, 7, 8 form a sub-group of limestones, shales, and 
sandstones with a band of limestone, thicker and more prominent than the 
others, about its centre. Some of the sandstone is described as lithologi- 
cally similar to that of the Kilimur group, and owing to the dark, often 
black, colour of the shales, they were once mined into in the hope of 
obtaining coal. 

The three uppermost members. Nos. 9, 10, n, form another group 
for which the name Rohtis has been suggested*, derived from the ancient 
fort of RohUsgarh. Taken together, they are by far the most constant of 
any of the groups of lower Vindhyans in the Son valley. 


»F.R, Mallet, Memhs,Vllt 28,(1871). | 


^ Manual^ i»t ed., p. 78. 
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The beds of No. 6 are described as being almost universally ripple- 
marked in the 'Mahanadi tributary of the Son, besides which sun-cracks 
and the marks of rain-drops are very common. 

In Biindelkhand the Semri, or lower Vindhyan, beds were classified by 
Mr. Medlicottas follows* : 

5. Tirohdn limestone. j 3. Dulchipur sandstones. 

4. Pulkoa schists. ' 2. Semri shales and limestone. 

I. Semri sandstone. 

These are not all represented on every section. In the easternmost 
exposures only the Tirohdn (Tirhowan) limestone, and what was believed 
to be a representati\e of the Semri sandstone, are seen. The Semri 
shales die out near Shahgarli and the Semri sandstone, thinning out about 
the same place, ran only be traced to the Dhasdn river. Coincident with 
the decline in thickness of these two groups, the Dulchipur sandstones, 
whose most easterly limit is near Chopra, increase in thickness and 
impoitance and come into direct contact with the Semri sandstone by the 
overlap, or thinning out, of the Semri shales. At the western end of the 
exposure of the lower Vindhyans the Dulchipur sandstone is the only mem- 
ber ot the group represented. 

Though none of the sub-divisions of the lower Vindhyans in Bundel- 
khand can be identified with those in the Son valley, the general resem- 
blance in lithological character, and more especially in their relations to 
the upper Vindhyans, is such as to make their identity certain. 

The two uppermost members very circumstantially represent the 
Rohtis group of the Son — the thin, sharply bedded, fine grained limestone 
of very variable composition, both in chemical and mechanical ingredients, 
and the flaky silicious shales between which, even more capriciously than in 
the Son area, occur the most complete vertical and horizontal transitions. 
When the Bundelkhand ground was first described the equivalence of 
these different rocks was not detected, and consequently it was supposed 
that the shales had suffered denudation before the deposition of the lime- 
stone, and the limestone again before the deposition of the Kdimur sand- 
stone, which is found resting directly on both. In one form or the other, as 
shale or limestone, this group is found from end to end of the outcrop, 
being, like the Roht^s group, the only constant member of the series. 

There is one character connected with the limestone in Bundelkhand 
that does not occur in the Son region. It is almost constantly overlaid 
by a silicious breccia, not detrital, but apparently composed of thin 
layers of agate, chert, and jasper, shattered in places either by con- 
cussion or desiccation, and re-cemen^cd by sintcr\ or h) aline silica, free 

* Memoirs II, ^ 5 , i860}. 
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from sand or other detrital matter. This breccia, which is adherent to 
the limestone and also fills cracks in its upper surface, is connected 
rather with the Tiroh^n limestone than with the overlying Kiimur 
sandstone, which often has at its base a breccia conglomerate very differ- 
ent in character from the Tiroh^n breccia. This bed is sometimes 40 
feet thick, as on Panw 4 ri hill, south-east of Tirohan. 

In the middle area, at and west of the Ken, the Scmri sandstone and 
the overlying shale and limestone band are well developed. The latter is 
also fairly seen in the gorges of the Ranj and the Boghin, east of Fanner, 
but in the eastern area, about Karwf, the Tirohdn (R' hlds) limestone, 
very free from its familiar shales, is with one exception the only member 
of the series. The exception consists of a very peculiar bottom rock 
covering the granitoid gneiss. Where found under the limestone this rock 
might readily be referred to the Tirohan group, for it often has layers of 
dense, fine limestone just like that rock, and is othcrv^ise cherty, as is 
often the case with the limestone, but it is largely a detrital rock com- 
posed of quartz-sand, felspar grains, and (characteristically) glauconite. 
Cherty segregation in many forms,.- spongy, pisolitic, amygdaloidal or dis- 
seminated, — gives a most peculiar aspect to the bed. This rock is trace- 
able in the hills south-west of Karwi, the most norlh-vveiterly of which 
about Akbarpur arc altogether of metamorpbic rock, and have a pointed 
or rounded outline, the next have a thin cap of Ktiimur sandstbne, 
but the sedimentary beds thicken steadily to the south-east, and at the 
sacred hill of Chhattarkot the gneiss is only seen at the base on the north- 
west side. At the high elevation of the junction there is only a remnant 
of the cherty contact rock coating the gneiss under the Kdimur sandstone, 
but in the Chhattarkot hill the contact rock occurs under the limestone, hold- 
ing its position as a true bottom-rock At a few places in the eastern area 
the flaggy sandstones of this band are well marked, as in the gullies to 
the south-east of Chhattarkot hill, and they become more developed to the 
west or north of Panna, on Bisramganj Ghdt, where they are 50 feet thick. 
In this Way they are traceable into relation with the Scmri sandstone, in 
which also glauconite grains arc of common occurrence. 

This peculiar contact- rock of the east has been more specially noticed 
because of a conjecture that it may possibly be an original nidus of the 
diamond. A common form of it is a semi-vitreous sandstone, or pseudo 
quartzite, of a greenish tinge, the result of the local solidification of 
sandstone by diffused silica. Large pebbles of this rock arc very abun- 
dant in the conglomeratic diamond bed of the Rewd shales at the F’anna 
mines, and it is said they are broken up in the search for diamonds.*^ Ihe 
diamond-bearing beds of the upper Vindhyans are now at a much higher 
level than any existing outcrop of the Semri beds, but it is very probable 


^ Me moil it, II, 71, (186^). 


It 
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that this pecufiaV rock once extended over the then elevated surface of the 
gneissic area. 

Roth in the Son valley and in Bundelkhand there are indications that 
the present limit of the lower Vindhyans is not very far from that of their 
original extension. The irregularity of the lower groups in the Son valley, 
together with the coarseness of texture of the lowest member of the group, 
show that they were deposited on an uneven floor of deposition. The 
thinning out of the subdivisions, except those forming the Rohtds group, 
east of Bardhi, and the complete absence of Nos. 6 , 7 , and the sandstone of 
No. 8 , are evidently due to this area having escaped the sedimentation, 
which went on elsewhere Another observation of importance is that in 
the outliers to the south the lowest conglomerate is much thicker than 
in the main exposure, indicating an approach to the limits of deposition. 

In Bundelkhand the original limitation of the lower Vindhyans is most 
unmistakeably exhibited by the overlap of the K4imur group on to the 
gneiss and Bij^wars. This is clearly enough seen on a large-scale geo- 
logical map, where, in all the northern prominences and outliers, the upper 
Vindhyans are in direct contact with the older rocks, while in the deep 
cut valleys draining from the south the lower Vindhyans intervene. It is 
confirmed by the record of sections, where the lower Vindhyans are seen 
to be banked against a sloping surface of Bij 4 ^^ars. 

The lower Vindhyans of Chitor and Jhalra Pdtan have not been so 
fully described as those of the other two areas. They consist of shales, 
limestone, and sandstone, the latter often conglomeratic near the base of 
the series and sometimes containing boulders that range up to three feet 
across, but do not appear to contain any of the volcanic or pseudo- 
volcanic beds found in the Son valley. No unconformity with the upper 
Vindhyans, or trace of one, is mentioned as occurring in this area, and the 
beds do not exhibit that degree of compression which is seen further east. 
At their western limit they rest unconformably on the gneiss and trans- 
ition formations, but along the southern margin the boundary is formed 
by the overlying Deccan trap. The lower Vindhyans are here exposed 
in an anticlinal, whose southern half is for the most part concealed, but 
at Jhalra Patan and south of Rampurd there are outliers of the upper 
Vindhyan sandstone, intervening between the lower Vindhyans and the 
edge of the trap.^ 

The justice of classifying these beds with those next to be described in a 
single system isopen to question. There is most certainly an unconformity 
between them and the so called upper Vindhyans. This might be inferred 
from the complete overlap of the lower Vindhyans by the Kdimur group 
But there is better evidence than this in the very different facies of the two, 

* C A. Racket, Recot XIV, 291, (x88i). 
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the lower being on the whole argillaceous and calcareous^ and the upper 
arenaceous and argillaceous, and more especially in the sudden and wide 
spread change from the fine grained deposits ol the Roht^s to the coarse 
sandstone of the Kdimur group. Apart from this, the occurrence of dehiis 
of lower Vindhyan beds lOo feet above the base of the Kdimur group 
shows that the lower Vindhyans must have undergone some disturbance 
and been then exposed to denudation. 

Two deceptive features have, however, given grounds for exaggerating 
the importance of the break between the upper and lower Vindhyans. 
Before the equivalence of the upper shale and limestone of the Rohttls 
group had been rt cognised, it had to be assumed that one or the other 
had been very extensively denuded before the deposition of the Kdimur 
beds, an assumption which involved much irregular superposition, although 
none could be detected in actual sections. The other deception more 
im[)orlant, because it involves the introduction of disturbance uncon- 
formity, is the apparent contortion of the lower Vindhyans before the 
Kdimur period. This view rested upon the fact that the louer VindlT^ans 
are often found sharply twisted in close proximity to the perfectly undis- 
turbed Kiimurs in the Son valley. The upper Vindhyans themselves 
have, no doubt, undergone considerable flexure in this zone, as may be 
seen in the Son area, on the west at Bilheri and on the cast at the 
Ghaggar. But these broad undulations were not at first thought sufficient 
to include the frequent flexures seen in the lower rocks which, though 
sharp, never seem to carry the beds much out of an average horizon. 
This opinion had, however, to give way to the fact of invariable com- 
plete parallelism of the layers of the two formations whenever a contact 
could be observed, even in proximity to those contortions. It is important 
to dwell upon this observation, because some unconformities of this 
class, reported and insisted on elsewhere, rest upon no other evidence 
than that found to be fallacious in this case. It may even be suggested 
that such appearances might possibly be produced independently of any 
general disturbance of associated thick and thin, or hard or soft, deposits 
merely by pressure from an adjoining elevated mass upon yielding un- 
derlying beds, as occurs in the familiar caseol the ‘creep’ in coal mines. 

The classification of the strata composing the upper or true Vindhyans 
is as follows : — * 


/ Upper 

Bhano£R (Bundair) * 

( Lower 


. 13. Sandstone. 

S I 2. Shales (Sirbu). 

II. Sandstone. 

10. Limestone. 

9. Shales (Gaimrgarh). 


* F. R. Mallet, Memoirs, VII, 50, (1871). 


< 


- Memoirs, II, 56, (i860); VII, 27, (1871) 
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f Upper 

• 8, Sandstone. 

UbwA • • .] 

( 7. Shales (Jhirl) 

C Lower 

• j 6. Sandstone. 

C 5. Shales fPanna). 

( Upper 

KAimuk K>morl) .j 

( Louer 

( 4 Sandstone. 

^ 3 Conglomerate 

, ( 2 Shakes tBijatgaih) 
^ I Sandstone 


The general composition of tl>c Vindliyan rocks is as uniform as their 
general arrangement. Although chiefly made up of sandstones, which are 
the coarser type of detrital deposits, the fineness of the rock throughout 
the formation is remarkable. With the exception of the Kiimur conglo- 
merate, which is constantly piesent as a bottom bed all round the bound- 
ary in Bundelkhand, pebble beds are of rare occurrence. The K4imur 
conglomerate is every where conspicuous through the prominence in it of 
bright red jasper pebbles, presumably derived fiom the jasper bands so 
abundant in the Gwalior formation. Where the Vindhyans rest upon the 
Gwalior b^ds, the rock is rather a breccia than a conglomerate, the 
included fragments being quite angular. The amount of this debt is 
throughout such a length of outcrop, to such a distance from the nearest 
known area of Gwalior deposits, suggests the extensive removal of these 
peculiar rocks from the position now occupied by the gneiss. 

There are geneial characteristics peculi.ir to each of the great sand- 
stones. The K^imur rock is line giained, greyish, yellowish or reddish 
white, sometimes speckled blown. False bedding is frequent and massiie 
beds are abundant, but on the' whole the bedding is of modeiate thickness, 
sometimes flaggy and shaly. The Rewd sandstone is somewhat coarser, 
and generally presents a mixture of massive strata and false-bedded flags. 
The Bhander sandstone is softer than that of the lower bands, very tine 
grained and generally distinguishable as of deep red with white specks, 
or of pale tints with or without red streaks. The beds are generally 
thinner, and not more than 6 to i8 inches in thickness, but ma8si\e 
beds also occur, as is exemplifled by the great monoliths cut from the 
quarries at Rupbds near Bhartpur. Ripple marking is common through- 
out the greater part of the Vindhyans, and occurs in great profusion and 
variety in the upper Bhanders. 

The different shale bands of the upper Vindhyans do not present any 
constant distinctive characters. Thin, sharply bedded, flaggy, silicious or 
sandy, sometimes micaceous shales, of greenish and rusty tints, form the 
prevailing type throughout. Purely argilladeou; shales are rare. 

In the main Vindliyan basin diamonds are only known to occur in the 
upper Vindhyans. Here, as elsew here, the great majority of the diggings 
are alluvial, but the principal workings, upon which most labour is 
spent, are in a bed at the very base of the Rewd shales. Notwithstanding 
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the immense range of this group, it is only known be productive 
within a small area of the Panna state, on the borders of the Bundelkliand 
gneiss, and the surface diggings are confined to the same neighbourhood. 
Here again, as already noticed of the Banaganpalli mines in Southern 
India, the diamond layer is conglomeratic and the inference would seem 
to be that the diamond occurs as a pebble with the others. The obser- 
vation recorded' that a particular kind of those pebbles at the Panna 
mines is broken up and searched for diamonds, and tliat these particular 
pebbles are derived from a peculiar bottom bed of the lower Viiidhyan 
series, would of course point to this latter rock as the original nidus of 
the gem. But the observation in question needs conhrmation. 

The search for diamonds in Panna is not, however, conlined to posi- 
tions in which the gems could be derived from any existing outcrop of the 
Rewd shales. There are numerous pits (all apparently surface diggings) 
in the gorges and on the slope of the U[)per Rewd sandstone south of 
Panna^ and at a much higher elevation than any present outcrop of the 
bottom shales or of the lower Vindhyans. 

The Bhander limestone is the most variable rock of the series. Some* 
times there is a considerable thickness, as much as 260 feet, of firm stone ; 
elsewhere there is very much less, the carbonate of lime being apparently 
disseminated amongst the calcareous shales associated with the limestone 
and partly taking its place, 'i he limestone is generally earthy and 
compact, of grey, yellow or reddish tints, sometimes purer and either 
compact or crystalline. It was in this rock, at Nagode, that fossils were 
thought to have been found long ago by Captain Franklin ; they wt re sup- 
posed to be Gryphxii^ and the rock was ou this account assigned to the 
lias. It is not know'ii what became of the specimens, and repeated search 
at the same locality has failed to verify the discovery. It is highly 
probable the objects discovered were not organic at all, and quite certain 
that the specific determination of them was fanciful. 

The mutual relation of these sandstones, shales, and limestones is 
most intimate throughout the upper Vindhyan series. The passage 
upward, from shale into limestone, or into the great bands of sandstone, is , 
always more or less gradual, by interstratili cation, while the change into 
shale at the top of the great sandstone beds is as generally abrupt. Both 
the chief and minor subdivisions arc wonderfully persistent over the 
whole of the great basin, all being found in both the eastern and northern 
areas into which the main area is divided by the Deccan trap, llie lower 
Bhander and Wer Rewi sandstones arc very attenuated in certain 
directions, but there is an equivalent increase in the thickness of the 
enclosing shales. In certain positions ^llso the great bands of shales thin 

^ p. 97 ; Memoirs^ II, 71, {iS6q). 
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out altogether, •and the main sandstones coalesce. These reciprocal 
variations in the distribution of the coarser and finer deposits have distinct 
relation to position with reference to the border of the area, the shales 
being in force towards the middle of the basin, and being replaced by 
sandstones near the margin, showing that this bolder is approximately an 
original limit, and that the actual baSin corresponds pretty closely with 
the basin of deposition. There are local exceptions to this condition, and 
it is in the direction in which these exceptions occur, on the Ardvalli 
side, that the only recognisable distant outliers of the upper Vindhyans 
have been observed. 

A formation so constituted, and for the most part but little affected by 
disturbance, can result in but one form of surface. Accordingly the upper 
Vindhyan area presents a three-fold plateau, each step formed of one of the 
main groups, with minor plateaux, terraces or ledges corresponding to the 
various subdivisions. The thick sandstones form vertical scarps over a 
talus of the underlying shales. There is, moreover, a basin shaped lie of 
the beds, apparently to a great extent original, whereby the surfaces are 
rendered more or less concave, and the edges of the successive scarps of 
sandstones scarcely higher than the outer one, composed of the Kdimur 
rock. From this arrangement it follows that the upper group occupies by 
far the larger part of the area, even the middle step of the plateau, the 
edge of which is determined by the Rewcl sandstone, being chiefly occupied 
by the lower Bhander shales. 

Over almost the whole of the area occupied by the upper Vindhyan 
beds they lie little disturbed a/id almost horizontal, and any violent effects 
of disturbance are restricted to the south-south-east and the north-west 
margins of the basin. Two local exceptions to this rule may be noticed. 
In the Fanwari ridge, south of Tirohdn, the Rohtds limestone is capped quite 
horizontally by K^imur sandstone. The hill is more or less detached from 
the main plateau, and in the broken ground intervening, the sandstone is 
found dislocated and dipping in the most irregular fashion, quite inex- 
plicable by any ordinary mode of disturbance. The displacement is pro- 
bably due to the underground solution and removal of the Rohtis limestone 
and the consequent subsidence of the sandstone. 

The other special instance of disturbance is not local in the same sense 
as the last, as it is probably only a symptom of much more that is con- 
cealed. it has been said that over the wide expanse of Vindhyan rocks 
between Gwalior and Nimach, the Bhander and Rewabeds lie quite flatly, 
and it has been presumed that to a considerable extent they stretch in this 
manner under the trap of M41w4, Close to Jhalra Pitan, however, at the 
northern edge of the basaltic plateau, a sharp axis disturbance passes from 
the south-east, beneath the trap, to the north-west, ihroxNing up the Vin« 
dhyan strata in an anticlinal flexure, with dips of 70° on each side. Along 
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this steep outcrop the standstone weathers into long narrpw ridges, 1 his 
feature gradually dies out to the north-west. Jt is a hint that the disturb- 
ance, which so violently affects the Vindhyans of the Dhdr forest, extends 
far to the north under the traps of Mdlwa. 

The disturbance of the strata along the south-south-east border of the 
Vindhyan basin, to as tar west as HoshangAbdd, is plainly a recurrence, 
on the same lines, of the compression which had produced the contortion 
and cleavage in the adjoining transition and gnelssic rocks. It seems to 
have taken different forms in different parts of the ground. Along the 
whole Sc n valley, there is little or no faulting in the zone of disturbance, 
but at the Son-Narbadd watershed one or more faults occur at and close 
to the boundary, the east- north-east strike being remarkably steady 
throughout Down the Narbadd valley towards Hoshangdbld, the dips in 
the Vindhyans become unsteady. At Hoshangdbdd, and again in the 
Dhar forest, there is a decided predominance of a north-west, south- 
easterly strike, and as the east-north-east strike lomains constant in 
the contiguous transition and metamorphic rocks, it may be inferred that 
the former strike is the later of the two. It is that to which the features of 
the Vindhyans south of Niniach and at Jhalra Patan conform. 


The north-western boundary of the Vindhyans is in the main a fault cf 
great throw, along which the almost horizontal Bhaiider sandstone is brought 
into contact with the highly disturbed Ardvalli beds. Beyond this 
fault there are a few small, but important outliers, composed of the lower 
members of the system. The laigest of these occur south-west of Karauli, 
where a narrow ridge of Alwar quartzites is faulted against undisturbed 
sandstones of upper Vindhyan age on the south-east, and on the north-west 
is overlaid by tw’O alternations of sandstone and limestone, the lower being 
regarded as lower Vindhyan (Rohtis group) and the upper as Kaimur.^ 
The beds have been compressed and are exposed in two narrow synclinals, 
about 20 miles in length, but there are small outliers of the lower beds to 
the south-west of NarAoli, as far as the parallel of Rantliamblior. 

From just north of Bundi, extending almost to Indargarh, a narrow 
strip of KAimur sandstone rests with little disturbance on the slates imme-* 
diately w^est of the great boundary fault. 

The throw of this fault must be at least 5,000 feet, and there is natural- 
ly some difficulty in accounting for a single fault of so great a throw 
having been formed subsequent to the deposition of the Vindhyans, and 
among beds which have undergone so little subsequent disturbance as 
they have. But we wdll find when treating of the Himalayas that the 
nature of the boundary between the Vindhyans and the disturbed Ar^vadi 


• Records^ XIV, 288, (1881}. 
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beds is very siipilar to what we may infer is the contact between the 
undisturbed deposits of the Indo-Gangetic plain and the disturbed beds of 
the Himalayas. Moreover, along the foot of the Himalayas, there is a strip 
of upper tertiary beds which have been disturbed, but to a less degree than 
the older beds of the range, while the equivalents of these beds are believed 
to occur under the alluvial plain, in perfectly conformable sequence with 
the most recent alluvium. Now, if these suppositions are correct, as is 
almost certainly the case, we can imagine that, after ages of denudation, 
the upper tertiary rocks of the Sivvdlik zone will be almost removed, 
and the northern boundary, of what is now known as the Indo-Gangetic 
alluvium, will then exhibit very much the same featuies as the boundary of 
the Vindhyans towards the Ardvalli range now does. The upper beds 
will be in contact with highly disturbed rocks of much more ancient date 
along a great line of fault. Beyond this will be a few outliers composed of 
the lower beds of the series, the Siwdliks of the present classification, and 
to the north of these there will be a broad exposure of the wreck of a 
mountain range. 

In the case of the Himalayas the fault has been gradually formed pa/i 
passu w'ith the deposition of the Indo-Gangctic alluvium, which is contem- 
poraneous in its origin with the principal elevation of the Himalayas and 
formed of the debris of that range. 

It is natural to suppose that the similar structure in the case of the 
Ardvallis indicates a similarity of origin, and that the great Vindh)att 
spread of Central India is formed of deposits w'hich bore the same relation 
to lliat range as the Indo-Gangetic alluvium docs to the Hinidlayas. 

The suggestion is an inqiortant one since it would fix the period of tlu 
formation of the Ardvalli lange, or at any rate of its principal importance, 
as contemporaneous w’ith the deposition of the upper Vindhyan rocks that 
were formed of its debris. It would account for the greater prevalence of 
sandy beds near this margin of the deposit and would place the original 
limit of deposition not very far beyond the present limit of the outciops. 

Allusion has been madc^ to some small outliers, believed to be of Vin- 
dhyan age, which occur on the north and west Bundelkhand gneiss. 

hey differ much in character, and their peculiarities of composition may 
help to explain their apparently anomalous position. Although the gneiss 
reaches high up under the scarp of Kaimur conglomerate all round the 
western border of the area which is described as a local edge of deposi- 
tion, these small outliers occur at the level of the low country. If they 
agreed in composition with the rocks of the main area, which are so strik- 
ingly constant in this respect within that area, the fact might be at once 
explained by a subsequent change of level, but such is not the case* 

* Sii^fa, 29 . 
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The most curious of these outliers form a very brokea chain running 
to south-south-east from close under the Pdr scarp at L^dera (7 miles east 
of Aniri) to Ucbar on the Sind river. Most of the exposures are quite 
level with the plain, or only to be seen in the beds of streams. In a few 
cases, as at Lddera and Pichor, they form narrow ridges up to 300 feet in 
height. The rock is sandstone of the upper Vindiiyan type, and at the 
north end, close to the Pdr scarp, it contains large angular pieces of the 
banded Mordr shales. Elsewhere it is quite free from coarse debris of any 
kind. From many clear seetions it is quite evident that these ribs of sand- 
stone once filled a more or less continuous run of cracks, fissures, chasms, 
or small valleys in the gneiss. On both sides of the Pichor ridge the gneiss 
reaches well up on the sides of the sandstone mass, with vertical surfaces 
of contact. In the low ground, at the point of the ridges, and in the 
small outliers, thin vein-like runs, of 3 feet wide and upwards, of the 
sandstone arc well seen, completely let into the gneiss, as it might be 
filling an emptied trap-dyke, the rootlets of the wider chasm above. 
Even in the larger masses no bedding is visible but sometimes, at 
the edge of the mass, planes of pseudo-lamination and even ripple 
marked surfaces occur parallel to the vertical wall of giv^iss. The 
lines of ripple were horizontal, and the steep face of the ripple turned 
downwards in every case observed. Some of these features seem to 
necessitate the supposition that the sandstone wms let into this position 
by disturbance, but all the other circumstances have suggested the e.xplana- 
tion given. 

At Mahdrdjpur, 10 miles south of Antri and miles cast of the Vin- 
dh)an scarp, there is a small group of hills, about three square miles in 
extent, formed of fine sandstone overlying about fifty feet of flaggy shales, 
both of Vindiiyan type. The strata are greatly di>turbcd, but most irre- 
gularly, as if compressed from every side. Although so much broken, the 
rock is quite free from vein quartz, whiih is also a general character of the 
Vindh)ans as compared with the (iwalior strata. 

The small hills of Son^r, 10 miles south-east of Narwar, and of Mohdr 
16 miles farther in the same direction, present the same chaiacters of 
composition and disturbance as at Mahardjpur. At Mohar a trace of the 
Kiimur conglpinerate occuis in the sandstone above the shahs, which 
cover a considerable area round the base of the hill, and may be looked 
upon as low'er Kdimur. 

A consideration of all the peculiar circumstances of these outliers 
W’ould seem to suggest that they may represent small local basins of the 
upper Vindhyans. It seems that the process of denudation all round the 
Vindhyan area has been to decompose, and remove the chemicahy-consti- 
tuted metamorphic rocks which once formed high land around the sedi- 
mentary basins, whether this relation were original or due to subsequent 
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warping of thersurface, leaving the softer but undecomposable detrital 
rock to project where once had been depressions of the surface. 

To the west of the Aravalli range there are numerous exposures of 
horiiontal sandstones, mostly hard and usually more or less red in colour, 
with occasional strings of pebbles.^ They are frequently false bedded and 
show ripple marks on the surfaces of the slabs. With these there occur 
exposures of a compact grey cherty limestone which is believed to overlie 
the sandstone, though no actual contact sections have beer, observed. 

Wherever these sandstones rest on older rocks, whether of the Maldni 
series or the tilted beds of the Ardvallis, the relation is one of complete un- 
conformity, usually accompanied by a band of strong conglomerate at the 
junction. On the east of the Ardvallis a similar unconformity is to be 
observed, but the western beds are even more markedly superficial with 
respect to the older rocks, which must already have been disturbed and 
elevated into a mountain range at the time of their formation. 

The outcrops of these beds are scattered over a large area in w^estern 
Rdjput^na, but they are for the most part individually small and surround* 
ed by sandhills and alluvium. It is consequently very difficult to make out 
the true thickness, or even the superposition, of the beds in the different 
exposures, and it is possible that, in the neighbourhood of Pokaran, beds 
which have been coloured as Vindhyan are really much newer. The 
sandstones are darker in colour, somewhat softer, and contain more pebbles 
than near Jodhpur and are distinctly underlaid by a boulder bed consisting 
of a fine matrix through which numerous large blocks, many of which show 
distinct signs of glaciation, are scattered. There is no record of such a 
formation having been observed at the base of the Vindhyans further east 
but a similar glacial boulder bed near Bdp was regarded as Talchir. If the 
two are identical the Pokaran sandstones would belong to the Gondw^na 
sjstem They differ, however, in type, from any of the sandstones of 
western RAjputdna which can be referred to that period, and the glacial 
beds differ from those of B5p in being interbedded with dioritic trap and 
ash beds, and in the absence of boulders of the supposed Vindhyan 
limestone, which are extremely abundant in the boulder bed of Bip.* 

In degree of induration, lithological character, and relation to the tilted 
beds of the Ardvallis, these sandstones and limestones closely resemble the 
Vindhyans to the east, and they are regarded, with a stiong show of proba- 
bility, as of that age But, on the hypothesis of the relation between the 
Ardvalli range and the upper Vindhyan sandstones which has been pro- 
posed above, there can never have been any continuity betw'een the out- 
crops on either side, and it is incorrect to speak of the Jodhpur beds as 
outliers of the Vindhyan basin. They must have been formed contempora- 

» Rfcords, XIV, 299, (1881). t s Secords, XXI, 32, (1888). 
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neously in an independent basin of deposition and the coniiection between 
the two would be similar to that which subsists between the recent deposits 
north of the Himalayan range and the Indo-Gangetic alluvium. 

The rock systems which have been described in this chapter are remark- 
able as being the source to which all the diamonds found in India — if we 
except the reputed occurrence of diamonds near Simla— can be traced, 
though the actual workings are more commonly in recent stream gravels.^ 
In Southern India the principal source of the diamond is the Banagan- 
palli group of the Karnul series near the town of that name, but they are 
also obtaineJ at other places within, or just outside, the boundary of the 
Cuddapah basin, In the Mah^nadi valley they are found near Sambalpur, 
just outside the boundary of the Cuddapah area, but have not been found 
tn situ as yet. The third diamond district of India is near Panna, where 
the original home of the diamond is in the lower part of the upper 
Vindhyan series, though the possibility of its derivation from lower Vindhyan 
beds has been indicated. 

This repeated occurrence of the diamond at, or about, the same geological 
horizon might be held to be coiroborative of the general resemblance, 
which has led the rocks in which it is found to be classed together. But 
the evidence is of small value, for the diamond is in every case derivative, 
and its original source has not yet been found. 

About six years ago it was supposed that an original source of the 
diamond had been discovered in a volcanic neck near Wajra Karur, filled 
with a substance which closely resembled the blue clay of the Kimberley 
diamond fields, A more detailed examination has shown that the Wajra 
Karur rock is the product of decomposition of a basic volcanic rock, not a 
peridotite, like the Kimberley blue clay.* Previous to this the rock had been 
thoroughly prospected for diamonds, but none were found in the matrix 
though diamonds have certainly been found on the surface after rain, and, 
as there are no outliers of Cuddapah or Karnul conglomerates within the 
drainage area, it was supposed that they must have been washed out of 
the decomposed volcanic debris filling the neck.* 

The conclusion is not a necessary one, for the rock filling the neck 
has been more largely removed, being more easily weathered than the sur- 
rounding gneiss, and the neck now forms a depression in the general 
surface of the country into which the diamonds might have been washed. 
A different origin for the diamond has been suggested by M. Chaper,* who 
believed that he had obtained diamonds, sapphires, and rubies from the 

^ Details of the known diamond localities will ® Records^ XIX, no (1880). 
be found in Vol. Ill of this Manual, pp. I-S. " Sur une pegmatite diamantif^.e de I'Hin. 
and Recoids, XXII, '?Q-49 (*889). Fiance, series, 

P. Lake, Ritoidl, XXllI, 72 (1890)- 330, (1886) ; Records, XXII, 39, (1889). 
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debris of a pegmatite vein in the gneiss. He did not, however, find any of 
these gems in their matrix, nor did he apparently himself procure them 
from the debris. The evidence produced is of the slightest and has not 
materially helped forward the solution of the problem of the original 
source of the diamond* 


It remains now to consider briefly the relations of the rock systems 
described in this chapter to each other. In the first edition of this manual 
the Cuddapah system was classed, along with the Gvvaliors, among the 
upper transition deposits, but subsequently the rocks of the Godetvari 
valley, which had previously been regarded as Vindhyan were identified 
with the Cuddapahs of Madras, and Mr* Medlicott, abandoning his 
previous opinion, accepted the Cuddapahs as the equivalent of the lower 
Vindhyaiis.l Adopting this conclusion vve have in the southern area 
two unconfonnable seiies or systems, of which the uppermost is quite 
unimportant compared with the lower. In the central area much the 
same is the case, but in the northern area tne two series are said to be 
nearly conformable and the lower is certainly much less in thickness 
than the upper. The first, and most obvious impulse would be to class 
the lower Vindhyans, the F^akhals, and the Cuddapalis together, as 
an older system, and the upper Vindhyans, the Sullavais, and the Karnuls, 
as a newer. The classification would be to some extent in accordance 
with the lithological resemblances of the rock series, and may be correct 
in the main, but the truth must be less simple than this. 

It is impossible to suppose' that the lower Vindhyans of Central India 
can, in any proper sense of the w'ord, be the equivalents of the great 
Cuddapah system, and if the account of the relation between the upper 
and lower Vindhyans given above is correct, it indicates a difference from 
that which subsists, between the Fakhal and Sullavai beds of the Goddvari 
•valley, or between the Cuddapahs and Karnuls of Madras. If the Karnul 
series represents any portion of the Vindhyan system, whether upper 
or lower, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that the commencement 
of the Cuddapah epoch must date further buck than the oldest of the 
* typical lower Vindhyan deposits, and may be in part contemporaneous 
with the newest of those described among the transition systems, a supposi- 
tion strengthened by the resemblances which maybe observed between the 
banded jaspers, hornstones, and porcellanic beds of the lower Cuddapahs, 
and the similar rocks of the Gwalior series. The resemblances are, how- 
ever, not such as amount to identity, and It is certainly more convenient 
for purposes of description to class these beds with these newer rather 
than those older than them. 


* Records, XV, 2, (1882). 



CHAPTER V. 

OLDER PAL.^OZOIC SYSTEMS OF THE EXTRA-PENINSULAR 

AREA, 

The Salt-range — Centfal Himalayas — Unfosslliferous slates of the otlter Hlm.llayas -The 

Jaunsai syalein— The Deoban limestotic — The Baxa seiies— hastefn Tibet ftnd Burma. 

In the last chapter an older pala'o^oic age ivas accepted for the less 
disturbed unfossiliferous rocks of the Peninsula, on the ground of the great 
discordance that exists between them and the next succeeding beds, which 
are known to be of upper pah'eozoic age. In the extra-peninsular area we 
have no need to content ourselves with such indirect evidence as this, for 
the presence of older palaeozoic rocks has been proved, in three distinct 
areas, by the discovery of cambiian and silurian fossils. 

The most important, because most fully studied, of these is the Salt- 
range, where an extensive series of conformable strata, nearly 3,000 feet 
in thickness, is divided into the following groups:— 


Salt pseudomorph zone 


. 

. 450 

Magnesian sandstone . 


1 . 

. 250 „ 

Neobolus beds’ . 


> 

. 100 „ 

Purple sandstone . 



. . 450 „ 

Salt marl* 


. 

. I5500 „ 


The complete sequence is only seen in the eastern part of the range, for 
the series is unconformably overlaid by the succeeding one, and the groups 
are successively thinned out to the west by denudation, as one after the 
other becomes the uppermost to be seen. 

The salt marl consists typically of a fine grained rock, varying from 
dull purple to bright red in colour, composed of very fine grained clayey 

* This differs from that given by Wynne, and a lower purple sandstone. They are only 

{Memoirs^ XIV, 69) as the thicker sections of seen at one place in the Khisor hills, and 
his include part of the overlying carboniferous there does not seem to be sufficient evidence 
beds. for this addition to the series, especially in 

* Dr. Waagen (Pal, Ind., series xiil, IV, 44) view of the doubts cast on the sedimentary 
has added, below this, a grey gypsum group origin of the gypsum (infra, p. ill). 
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matter, mixed with some disseminated gypsum and carbonates of both lime 
and magnesia.^ The marl itself never exhibits the slightest signs of strati- 
fication,* nor are any coarser grains of sediment found mixed with it, but 
it acquires an appearance of stratification from containing beds of gypsum 
and rock salt, a few layers of dolomite, some beds of sandy dolomite in the 
lower pari of the series, and near Kheura a six inch band of bituminous 
shale and some irregular patches of an obscure, dioritic-looking, dark purple 
trap, said to be associated with paler purple volcanic ash. 

The most interesting and important of these, both as regards thick- 
ness and economic value, are the salt and gypsum deposits. The former 
appears to be somewhat irregularly developed and, except where mining 
operations are carried on, difficult to observe, but it is described as oc- 
curring in regular beds wh ich exhibit distinct lamination. The greatest 
development is in the Mayo mines at Kheura, where there are over 550 
feet of salt. Half of this thickness, or 275 feet, is made up of five beds 
of nearly pure salt, which is mined and placed upon the market without 
being refined, the other half, known as kalar^ is too earthy and impure 
to be used in its natural state, and has, consequently, no marketable 
value. 

The impurities of the salt are principally sulphate of lime and chlorides 
of magnesium and calcium. In the Mayo mine a lenticular band, with a 
maximum thickness of 6 feet, has been found, composed of a mixture of 
ylvine (chloride of potassium) and kieserite (sulphate of magnesium, wi‘th 
one equivalent of water), which also prevailed through a thickness of about 
seven feet below the sylvine band Glauberite (anhydrous sulphate of soda 
and lime) has also been found. Epsom salts (sulphate of magnesia, with 
seven equivalents of water) commonly crystallises in the passages of the 
mines on the surface of the salt marl and the kalar^ and, as this salt would 
result from the absorption of water by kieserite, it appears to indicate 
that the magnesian salt is of common occurrence in the lock. 

Besides being disseminated through the red marl, the gypsum occurs 
abundantly in beds and irregular masses, overlying the salt as a rule, but 
also occurring more doubtfully in lower situations. It is found everywhere 
accompanying the red marl and, at Mari and K^labdgh on the Indus as well 
as in the Khisor range, contains more or less numerous bipyramidal crys- 
tals of quartz.® Sometimes layers of hard flaggy dolomite are found in 
thick masses of the gypsum and at one or two places numerous large and 
perfect casts of hopper shaped crystals of salt are found in the dolomite 
layers. 

» Memoirst XIV, 70, (1878). • A. B. Wynne, Memoirs, XIV, 73, (1878) ; 

^C. S. Middlemis), Records^ XXIV, 28, XVll, 239, (1880) ; T. H. Holland, Records, 
1891). XXIV, 231,(1891)* 
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Till quite recently there would have been little hesitation in regarding 
this group of beds as sedimentary in their origin, and older than the sand- 
stones which overlie them on most sections. It is true there were alwa}s 
difficulties in the way of this interpretation, among which were the absence 
of stratification in the marl, the enormous masses of sea water whose eva- 
poration would be involved in the formation of the great beds of salt, the 
great age of the beds containing so soluble a mineral and, more especially, 
the fact that much of the gypsum was known to be not fully hydrated, 
and Mr. Middlemiss' has recently declared himself in favour of the 
theory, broached by more than one of the earlier observers, that the 
marl, with its gypsum and salt, is hypogene, and has come into its pre- 
sent position by a process analogous to that of igneous intrusion. 

The arguments in favour of this conclusion are two-fold and derived, 
firstly, from the abnormal stratigraphical position in w'hich the marl is some- 
times found and, secondly, from the mineralogical character of the marl 
and its peculiarities of structure and included minerals. 

As regards the position of the salt marl, it is ordinarily below the 
purple sandstone and the form of the boundary, imbaying up the deep 
valleys, is such as to suggest that it is in normal infraposition, but) 
according to Mr. Middlemiss, there is no transition between the two 
beds, and in the sections quoted by him there are numerous fragments of 
the sandstone scattered through the upper layer of the marl. Besides this, 
the salt marl is found at higher horizons intruded along the cores of 
flexures and along fold faults. None of these observations are, how^ever, 
of vital importance, as the features might easily be the result of pres- 
sure acting on a soft material like the marl. 

The second argument is derived from the condition of certain included 
fragments of dolomite. These are described as pitted, corroded and honey- 
combed, and showing, in one section at Kavhad, an ultimate passage into 
the red marl. In connexion with this, another section, two miles north 
of Burikhel, must be noticed, where the salt marl is immediately 
overlaid by the glacial boulder bed forming the base of the upper 
palseozoic system of the Salt range. The marl here contains numerous 
large aggregates of a hard compact dolomite, whose peripheral portions 
are pitted or honeycombed and the cavities filled by gypsum, only the 
central portions being unaltered. In the boulder bed no trace of the marl 
could be found, whether as included fragments or by a colouration of the 
matrix, and none of the numerous dolomite pebbles, resembling those 
of the central portions of the lumps in the subjacent marl, exhibit any 
pitting or corrosion. From this it was concluded that the corrosion of the 
dolomite in the marl was of later date than the boulder beds. Here the 


^Records, XXIV, 26,(1891). 
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doubt arises whether the dolomite fragments in the boulder bed might 
not have been derived from the magnesian sandstone group, rather than 
from the dolomite in the marl, unless indeed it is claimed that the marl has 
here replaced the dolomites of the magnesian sandstone group. 

It will be seen that the evidence is not conclusive, but taken as a 
whole it throws a considerable doubt on the hypothesis that the marl 
in its present condition was formed superficially, and this doubt is streng- 
thened by the manner in which inliers occur among the upper tertiary 
sandstones, in situations where its presence is difficult to account for, if 
it is of Cambrian age. 

In Kohdt there is another great development of salt which has been 
regarded as of teitiary age, and it would be natural to regard this, with its 
associated gypsum and marl, as the equivalent of that in the Salt range. 
It is said, however, that the Kohdt salt exhibits a difference of colour so 
constant and characteristic that it is always possible to say with certainty 
from which area the salt came. Too much weight must not, consequently, 
be attached to the other resemblances, but it would certainly be strange 
if two separate developments of salt, each on so large a scale, had taken 
place in closdy adjoining areas at such widely different periods as the 
lower Cambrian and tertiary, 

'Ihe discussion of the origin of the salt marl has been helped forward 
greatly by a recent investigation by Mr. Holland,^ who has shown that the 
associated gypsum was certainly formed by the union of water with anhy- 
drite. Not only are the inclusions in the quartz crystals all anhydrite, but 
the matrix proves to be a ihixture of anhydrite and gypsum in varying 
proportions according to the degrees of hydration it has undergone. 
Anh)drite could not have been formed at the surface or at a lower temper- 
ature than I25°C. (257° F)*, nor could the quartz crystals in it have been 
exposed to a red heat, as at that temperature they w^ould have been 
attacked by the sulphate of lime. He suggests that the anhydrite is due 
to the action of acid vapours on a pre-existing limestone or dolomite, and 
in this we probably see the true explanation of the marl. It is not a 
intrusive in its present position, nor is it a sedimentary 
rock formed superficially as such with its associated gypsum and salt, but 
is due to the alteration of pre-existing sediments, wdiose exact composition 
is unknown, by the subterraneous action of acid vapours or solutions.^ 

The group next succeeding the salt marl is composed of even-grained 
sandstones, of a dull purple colour, containing carbonates of lime and mag- 
nesia. The lower 50 feet to 100 feet are more argillaceous and may 
indicate a transition to the beds below, but with this exception bands of 

^ Records^ XXIV, 231, (1891); XXV, 54, I ® Hoppc-Seyler Poggendorf. AnnaUn^ 
(*892). J CXXVU, i6i,(i866). 

3 jRecafdi, XXlV, 243, Ci^i). 
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clay are rare or absent throughout the group. At the* upper limit tlic 
colour of the sandstones becomes paler and some buff bands are seen. 
The sandstones show ripple marks but rarely, and the only trace of life 
they contain are a few, almost equally rare, obscure fiicoid markings. 

The purple sandstone group is succeeded abruptly, but conformably, by 
dark or blackish shales, associated with sandy and calcareous beds 
only some 20 to 100 feet in thickness, but extremely important on account 
of the fossils they have yielded. These have come from two horizons, one 
near the base of the group from a shale band containing Neoholits^ the 
brachiopod which has given its name to the group, and the other close 
to the top, immediately below the magnesian sandstone. 

I'he fossils from the lower horizon comprise the following species* ; — 


Disci nolepis gra nulnfiu 
Schizopholis tus^osa, 
Neobjltis warthi. 

„ viynuti. 


Lnkhmina Unsfuloides. 

,, sqiitinia. 
Lingula kiurensis. 

, waft hi. 

Fenestella, sp. 


The fossils collected by Mr. Middlemiss from the higher liorizon have 
not yet been examined, but some fossils collected by Dr. VVarth, which 
probably came from the same horizon, include® — 

Co'iocephAlites waithi, Llyohthes wynnei, 

OlenusindicHS. „ kussakensis, 

Orthis warthi. 


Besides which a trilobite belonging to the genus Okncllus has been found 
by Mr. Middlemiss. 

None of the species from this group have been found in other parts of 
the world as yet, but Conoccphalites narthi is said to be very close to 
Solenopieura cristata from the Faradoxidcs beds of Sweden. 1 he general 
facies of the fauna, however, lea\es no room for doubt that the beds are 
of Cambrian age, and, consequently, the oldest in India whose age can be 
determined with any approach to certaint). 

The fossiliferous beds are succeeded by the magnesian sandstone 
group, which forms conspicuous scarps along the eastern part of the range. 
It consists of from 10 to 300 feet of hard, light cream coloured or white^ 
dolomitic sandstone or sandy dolomite, associated with which are beds 
of light coloured sardstones, and sometimes oolitic or flaggy bands, 
the latter occasionally covered with fucoid markings and separated by 
greenish or dark coloured shales. 

The topmost member of the system, as developed in the Salt range, is 
composed of thin bedded and flaggy sandstones, with interbedded shales or 

' Pal, Indka, series xiii. lV^ 9a, (1891), I * PaL Indka, series xiii, IV, 104, (1891). 

I 
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clays, characterised by their bright red colour and by the numerous pseudo- 
niorphic casts of salt crystals which cover the bedding surfaces. These 
casts are found indenting the lower surfaces of the separate flags, and there 
can be no doubt that they are due to salt having crystallised out, by the eva- 
poration of salt water, and having then been covered by fresh sediment, 
which, adapting itself to the angularities of the crystals, preserved their 
form in the casts now seen. As might be expected, these beds are unfos- 
siliferous, the only organic remains found being obscure fucoid impressions 
and worm tracks. 


In the Central Himalayas of Hundes and Spiti a system of conformable 
strata, of older palJEOzoic age, was described by the late Dr. Stoliczka' as 
the Babeh and Muth series. Mr. Griesbach, as the result of a more extend- 
ed survey, has recently rearranged these beds as follows ® 


Carboniferous 
Devonian (?) • 

Siuli lan . . 


Haimanta system 


( 8. White quartzite, with limestone, 
i 7. Red crinoid limestone. 

. 6. Dark coral limestone. 

(5. Flesh-coloured and brown quartzites and shales. 

* (, p Coral limestone. 

1 3. Red quartz shales and slates. 

2. Shales and silky phyllites, with a great thickness 
of quartzites. 

I, Quartzite, generally purple and a great thickness 
of conglomerate. 


The whole of this sequence of rock groups is described as perfectly 
conformable throughout and separated by a slight unconformity from the 
beds above ; it will therefore be treated as a single system for descriptive 
purposes. 

The three lowest groups are united by Mr. Griesbach under the name 
of the Haimanta (snow clad), a convenient designation for the great thick- 
ness of beds, intermediate between the silurian and the gneiss and schists 
which are either entirely unfossiliferous or have only yielded organic 
remains too badly preserved to be identifiable. 

The Haimanta series is divided into three groups, the lowest of which 
is characterised by a great development of conglomerates, composed of 
rolled and subangular fragments, among which quartz and gneiss pre- 
dominate. The matrix is a hard, often deep purple coloured, sometimes 
partially schistose quaitz rock. The junction with the underlying schists 
is said to be transitional and often not determinable with accuracy, but the 
prevalence of coarse conglomerates points to an unconformity and the 
apparent transition may be due to the compression and metamorphism 
the beds have undergone, 

* Memoirs, V, 17-24, (1865). 


t * Memoirs, XXIII, 49 *^ 4 > 
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The conglomerate group is overlaid by a great thickness of greenish 
grey phyllites, slates and thicker bedded quartzites, traversed by quartz 
veins, towards the upper part of which reddish brown and pinkish quartz 
shales are intercalated. They are said to resemble, lithologically, the 
Simla slates and contain some very obscure fossil remains which have 
been referred to Bellentphon^ with some Crinoid stems and casts of 
bivalves. 

The uppermost member of the Haimantas is described as very constant 
and conspicuous and, consequently, very useful horizon in unravelling 

the structure of the hills. It is described as consisting of bright red and 
pink quartz shales passing upwards into greenish grey shales and quartz- 
ites with pink and shaly partings. Some thin bands of deep red lime- 
stone are occasionally found in the lower part of the group. 

The total thickness of the Haimantas is about 3,000 to 4,000 feet, of 
which from 250 to 500 belong to the upper group. 

The passage from the uppermost Haimanta be Is to the lowest, classed 
as Silurian, is gradual, and the two types of rock are interbedded at the 
junction. The lower silurian beds, according to Mr, Griesbach, consist at 
the base of dirty coloured greyish pink quartzite, with calcareous partings, 
passing upwards into grey shaly quartzites, alternating with dark blue to 
black coral limestone, — limestone being the prevailing rock of the group. 
The lower beds of silurian age are comparatively thin, being only about 
300 feet thick, and are succeeded by from 1,000 to 1,200 feet in the 
Niti sections, and much more in Spiti, of dirty pink to flesh coloured quart- 
zites, with greyish green intercalated shales, and some limestone bands in 
the lov\€r part. In Spiti Dr. Stoliezka observed some contemporaneous 
trap in these beds,^ but none was seen in the Hundes sections.* 

The upper Silurian quartzites pass gradually into dark grey or black 
limestone, generally concretionary, showing sections of Corals 
chiopoda in large numbers, on the w^eathered surface. These again pas* 
gradually into bluish grey and brownish red limestones, containing frag- 
ments of Crinotds, 

The uppermost member of the system is composed of white quartzite, 
ranging from 350 feet to 800 feet in thickness It was classed by Dr. 
Stoliezka with his Muth series of doubtfully silurian age,^ but according to 
Mr, Griesbach, it is overlaid in Spiti with partial interstratification, by 
limestones of carboniferous age containing Athyris royssii^ Productus^ 


etc.* 

* Memoirs^ V, 20, (1865), 

* A large number of silurian fossils from 
General Strachey*s collections were described 
by Messrs. Salter and Blanford in 1865, and the 
collections made by Griesbach, which arc 
still In course of description, will doubtless add 
to the number. Until this fauna has been 


worked out and its relations fully determined, 
there does not appear to be any benefit in print- 
ing a nominal list of the species that have been 
described. None of the fossils found in Spiti 
by Dr. Stoliezka were specifically determinable. 

» Memoirs, V, 23. (1865). 

* Memoirs, XXIII, 63 » (*891). 
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On the accAmpanying map a very large area, in Kashmir and the 
north-west Himalayas south-west of the snowy range, has been coloured 
as Silurian, although a very considerable, if not the greater, portion of this 
area is probably occupied by post-siluriaii beds. This course has been 
adopted owing to the impossibility of distinguishing generally between the 
older and younger slates, where all have been equally disturbed and are, 
as a rule, equally unfossiliferous. In Kashmir the w'hole area mapped by 
Mr. Lydekker as belonging to his Panjdl system has been coloured as 
Silurian, though it has since been shown^ that a considerable portion of 
this system is probably of upper palaeozoic age, and the same colour has 
been used in the Hazdra district for that series of slates wdth limestones 
and quartzites w'hich arc known as the Attock slates. 

The Attock slates, which deri\e their name from being particularly well 
seen in the hills along the Indus south of Attock, consist of dark coloured 
slates and limestones, some sandstones and trap, both intrusive and inter- 
bedded. Nothing is known of their age except that, in the Sirban moun- 
tain near Abbottabdd, they underlie, with a strongly marked unconformity, 
beds which are older than the tiias.* They must consequently be, in part at 
least, of older palaeozoic age. On the other hand, it is certain that beds of 
secondary age are folded up amongst them, for limestone containing 
Dicerocardium has been found east of the road between Khdnpur and 
Haripur, and Ammonites east-south east of Haveliyan^ ; quite lately, too, 
some fossils of decidedly cretaceous appearance w'ere found by Mr. Cries- 
bach in the area mapped as Attock slates. It becomes obvious from this 
that the area coloured as silurian contains both upper palaeozoic and mezo- 
zoic rocks, but, as it is impossible to separate these at present, it has been 
thought best to give one uniform colour on the map to the area occupied 
by the generally unfossilifeious, slaty seiies, except where sufficient in- 
formation is available to justify the sepaiation of a distinct area of post- 
silurian rocks. 

In Kashmir the Panjdl system of Mr. L}dekker includes, besides slates 
and associated beds of transition and older palaeozoic age, a great series 
of beds which there is good reason to believe are caiboniferous and permi- 
an. These form the principal portion of the typical sections of the Panjdl 
system, and as they >vill be dealt with further on,* there remains nothing 
definite to be said of the lower beds in this place. The Panjdl system 
was regarded as perfectly conformable to the underlying gneisses, but it is 
probable that unconformable breaks exist, which were not recognised in 
the course of a rapid exploration. 

Further to the south-east a system of strata has been distinguished, 

* Rec(ids^ XXI, 139, (1888) I infra^ p. 13^, • * Records^ XII, 121, (1S78), 

• Memoiis^ IX, 335, (1872). | * In/rttf p. 134. 
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under the name of Jaunsar, which exhibits considerable resemblance to the 
Haimantas and silurian of the central Himalayas. The lowest beds, known 
to belong to this system, are characterised by the prevalence of purple 
quartzites with intercalated red slaty beds and, low down in them, a 
boulder bed, composed of large fragments of quaitzite, dispersed through 
a fine grained matrix. 

In the upper Pabar valley the quartzites are found lying unconform- 
ably on the gneiss. In eastern Sirmur they appear to be underlaid by a 
great thickness of grey slate with a band about 300 feet thick of grey lime- 
stone, but the true position of these beds has not been established ^^ith 
certainty. In the Bangal valley of eastern Sirmur the purple quartzites are 
overlaid by about 200 feet of a dark gr*"y felsitic trap, covered by as much 
more of mixed trap and ashes, which are of subacrial origin In northern 
Jaunsar these are replaced by a great thickness of slaty beds, mixed with 
bedded lava flows and impure volcanic ashes, and a baud of limestone, some 
300 feet thick. Above the volcanic beds comes a great thickness of sub- 
schistose slates.^ 

The purple quartzite beds exhibit considerable lithological resemblance 
to those of the Babeh series (Haimanta) and the volcanic beds may w^ell be 
contemporaneous with those of siluiian age mentioned by Dr. vStoliezka. 

South of the snowy range the Jaunsar system h.is not been recognised 
with certainty away from Jaunsar and eastern Sirmur, but, low down ii\ the 
Simla slates, as the beds which underlie the Hlaini group in the Simla 
district have been called, there are some purple quartzites which may 
belong to the s}stcm, v^hile there can be little doubt that tlie purple 
quartzites and volcanic breccias described by Mr. Middlemiss in westfrn 
Gaihwal® are of the same age. 

The Jaunsar system is unconformably overlaid by a great limestone 
series, which forms, and deiives its name from, the pc-ak of Deoban, north 
of Chakrdta. It consists of a pale to dark grey limestone, olten more 
or less dolomitic, w ith interbedded grey shales. The limestone is fi eqiiently 
mephitic, in places contains numerous cherty concretions, and is occa- 
sionally oolitic.** 

The age of this limestone series is unknown, it appears to be uit- 
conformable to the Jaunsar system and is certainly overlaid, with marked 
unconformity, by beds which there is reason to believe arc of carboniferous 
or permian age. Outside Jaunsar it has not been identified with certainty, 
but is probably represented by the great limestone formations seen south- 
east of the Chor, in the Sh^H mountain, in Kulu, and in Garhwdl and Ku- 
miun. The conelation, which is based on general lithological resein- 

* Records, XXI, 131 , (1888). I * Records, XX, 3^, (1887). 

3 K(Cor(h XXI, !33, (1888). 



I [8 GEOLOGY OF INDIA— EXTRA-PENINSULAR OLDER PAL^^IOZOIC [Ohap. V, 

blance and relative position in the series, derives great support from the 
discovery, in the limestone of Kulu\ Jaunsar®, and Kumdun**, of curious 
structures, exhibiting considerable resemblance to each other, which may 
be merely concretionary but are quite possibly of organic origin. 

In the eastern Himalayas Mr, Mallet distinguished a series of beds 
named after the hill fort of Baxa,* composed of variegated slates, 
quartzites and dolomite, the latter being the most prominent member 
of the series and having a thickness of 1,500 feet. The dolomite is 
described* as generally massive with obscure bedding, but frequently shaly 
and passing at times into a dark grey slate. It is saccharoid, light grey, 
rarely white in colour, with nests of more coarsely crystallised cakitc and 
drusy cavities, lined with the same mineral, scattered through it. There 
is also a strong band of quartzites and quartz schists, and carbonaceous 
slates have been observed. This series was regarded as younger than the 
Damudas, but, as has already been explained,* it is probable that the section 
was ministerpreted, and it should be looked on as older, probably consi- 
derably older than the Damudas, and consequently of lower palaeozoic 
horizon. 

Further to the east devonian fossils were found by the Abb<^ Des 
Mazures near Gouchou in eastern Tibet, ^ but no other older paUeo/oic 
rocks are known along the eastern frontier till near Mandalay, where 
Dr. Noetling has recently faund a shaly limestone containing Crinotds^ 
Orthoceras and a species of Echino^phwrites^ The latter of these alone 
would be sufficient to stamp the beds as silurian. Tliese older palaeozoic 
beds are no doubt largely developed in the country east of the Irawadi 
valley, but no details have as yet been publish.ed. 

* GpoI, Mag , 3rd dec., V, 2S7» (»?88). ® Supfa, p 76. 

* RecordSy XXI, 133, (1888). •’ Comptes Rendtts, LVIII, 878, (1864). 

* Jour. As. S c , , III, 628, ' ReeotdSj XXIII,. 79, ^i89»)) 

* Memoirs, XL 33, (1874), 



CHAPTER VI. 

CARBONIFEROUS AND TRIASSIC ROCKS OF EXTRA-PENIN- 
SULAR INDIA. 

The Salt range — Central Himalayas — Carbonaceous system of the outer Him.'ilayas— Kashmir 
— Hazara— Afghdnist^in — Tenassenm— -Unfossiliferous slaty series in southern AfchilnistAn 
— Arakan — Manipur and N 4 gA hills. 

The upper palaeozoic rock groups, of peninsular and extra-peninsular 
India alike, bring forcibly before us the impracticability of a rigid ap- 
plication of the European divisions of the geological scale. Almost 
everywhere the palaeozoic rocks pass upwards, without an unconforni- 
able break of any importance, into beds of rnesozoic age, and it will he 
found convenient to class the upper palaeozoic and trias togctlnT in the 
description, as it has been found necessary to do on the map. Hut with 
this exception the carboniferous and triassic rocks of the two areas pre- 
sent so strong a contrast that it is necessary to treat them sepaiatcly. In 
the Peninsula they are represented by a great system of subaerially 
formed river deposits known as the Gondw^na system ; in the extra-penin- 
.sular area the rocks of the same age are of marine origin, and as their age 
can be more satisfactorily established, and they form an important link in 
the chain of argument by which the age of the GondwAna system is 
determined, they will stand first for description. 

The Salt range — but now’ in its western half — is again our typical 
area, where the series is best exposed, most fossiliferous, and has been 
most completely studied. It has there received a considerable amount 
of attention from the Geological Survey, as well as from independent ob. 
servers, and the classification now adopted is more complete than the 
simple division, into speckled sandstone and carboniferous limestone, 
originally adopted by Mr. Wynne.^ The first of these names may, how- 
ever, remain to distinguish one of the principal divisions, and for the 
other the name Productus limestone, proposed by Dr. Waagen, will be 
used, as the term carboniferous is misleading. 

* Memoirs, XIV, 69, (1878). The descrip- account in Pal. Imlica, series xiii, IV, (i8v;o) 
tion of these rocks is based partly on Mr 91). The p.il.eontological data are all taken 
Wynne's memoir, and partly on Dr. Waagen's from Dr Waagen’s account, op cit , Vol 1 . 
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The oldest member of this system was distinguished by Mr, Wynne as 
the speckled sandstone. It rests unconformably on the older palaeozoic 
rocks, and is usually, if not invariably, characterised at its base by a boulder 
clay, formed of a fine grained matrix of shale or sandy shale, usually olive- 
green in colour and weathering intoacicular fragments, through which are 
scattered blocks of hard rock, ranging to several cubic feet in size, 
almost invariably subangular and frequently showing faces that have been 
smoothed, polished and striated in the manner characteristic of glacier 
action. 'J'he.se fragments are principally composed of slates, quartzites, 
and crystalline rocks, whose nearest analogues are to be found 750 miles 
to the south, in the syenites and porphyritic felsite of the Malani series, but 
mixed >Yith them are numerous fragments of the older palaeozoic beds of the 
Salt range, more especially of the magnesian sandstone. '1 he glacial origin 
of these beds is so obvious, and the resemblance to a boulder clay is so 
close, that it is difficult now to undei stand how there should ever have 
been any doubt regarding its mode of origin, were it not for the difficulty 
of accounting for the presence of glaciers and floating* ice at sea level, 
in so low a latitude, at a period when, on a priori grounds, a milder 
climate might have been expected to prevail than at the picsent day, d'hc 
difliculty is increased by the apparent derivation of the included fragments 
from the south, but it is part of a much larger problem w liich cannot be fully 
dealt with as yet, and we must be satisfied with accepting the fact of the 
existence of glacial conditions at sea level. 

Many of the glaciated pebbles of this bed show a peculiarity which is 
rare in other glacial boulder clays. Instead of being smoothed and striated 
on one or two surfaces only, they often have a number of flat sui faces meet- 
ing at obtuse angles and each showing a different direction of striation.* 
It is in fat:t evident that, after one face had been ground and smoothed, they 
had been slightly shifted so as to offer a fresh surface and, by a repetition 
of this process, many of the j3ebbles have acquired a facetted a[)pearance, 
as if they had been ground by a lapidary. 


In the trans-Indus extension of the Salt range the boulder beds aie under- 


laid by grey shales, in which three species, 



Fi^ 6 . — CanriUiria watthi^ \V»iag., nat. 


Hyulitho'i orientaltSj //. 
*p. and Cardiomorpha 
indica^ liave been 
found,* but east of the 
Indus a more extensive 
and most interesting 
fauna has been obtained 
from the beds which iin-» 
mediately overlie the 


* A. B. Wynne, C(fol. dec., Ill, (188S). 

131, (1886); H. Wartb, Rvionis, XKl, 34, ^ Pal xui, IV, 114, (1891), 


CARBONIFEROUS OF THE SALT RANGE. 


121 


Chap. VI.] 


boulder clay. The first indication of this was the discovery by Dr. Warth 
in 1885, of Conularia near Pid, but as his fossils were obtained from trans- 
ported pebbles, their importance in fixing the age of the beds they were 
derived from was disputed. Subsequent research has shown that, though the 
nodules in which they are preserved are certainly transported pebbles, they 
must have been of almost contemporaneous origin with the bed in which they 
are now formed. Moreover, some fossils from a sandstone band above the 
conglomerate indicate a precisely similar homotaxis to those in the pebbles, 
and in discussing the relations of the fauna we may take it as a whole. 

The fossils obtained from the conglomerate band are given in the {fol- 
lowing list, where the letter.^ indicates that the species is also found in 
the marine beds below the coal measures of New South Wales ^ : — 


A. Pleurotomaria mida, 

Bncania luatthL 
A. Conularia Icevigata. 

A. Conularia tenuistriuta. 

Cl nularia warthi* 

A. Snnguiuolites cf. mitchcllt, 

„ tenisoni. 

Nuruloy sp, 

Psc Adorn oHoti s suhrad iali s. 

From the associated sandstones 
tained : * — 

A. Euryd^sniii glubosiim, 

A. ,1 ellipt cum. 


A. Avutdopecten cf. limeeformis, 

A. Martiniopsis darwini, 

A. Chonetes cracowensis. 

Disci no, sp. 

Disci nisa wart hi. 

Serptditis undulatus. 

„ lonrthi. 

„ tuba. 

the following four species weie ob- 

A. Kurydei>ma cordatuni. 

, A. Maonia gracilis. 


The most noticeable point about this fauna is the very large proportion 
of species, thirteen out of twenty*two, which are identical with forms 
found in the marine carboniferous beds of iNew South Wales, a proportion 
which not only shows that the two are approximately contemporaneous in 
origin, but that they must have been deposited in the same great marine 
area, with free communication between the two localities. The Australian 
beds were formerly regarded as equivalent to lower carboniferous of the 
European sequence, but are now considered as upper carboniferous, if not 
homotaxial with the pernio-carboniferous of Europe. 

The number of identical species would of itself be sufficient to place 
the Salt range boulder beds on the same horizon as the marine carboni- 
ferous beds of Australia, and it is a remarkable fact, whose importance 
will appear hereafter, that these same marine carboniferous beds of Now 
South Wales have been found to contain large boulders of foreign rock, 
exhibiting distinctly glacial smoothings and striations, imbedded in fine 
grained silt, along with delicate Fenestellx and bivalves whose valves are 
still united in the position in which they lived and died. 

^Pal.tndic^, scriesxili, IV, 60, 14.-!, (iSgo-pO - 1 IV. I47. (iSpO- 

* PccotdSf XIX, (1880). 
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Australia is not the only place where glacial boulder . beds of upper 
palaeozoic age have been found, and we shall have frequent occasion to 
refer to evidences of glacial action and will use such evidence for purposes 
of correlation, when palaeontological evidence is wanting. But as the real 
importance of this horizon is in establishing the homotaxis of the Gond- 
w 4 na system, the fuller consideration of the recorded observations in 
other countries, and the discussion of the validity of this method of cor- 
relation will be deferred till that rock system is dealt with.^ 

This group of glacial and fossiliferous beds is overlaid by about 400 
feet of mostly light coloured, reddish or purplish sandstones, unfossi- 
liferous except for some obscure fucoid markings and plant impressions, 
known as the speckled sandstone group.* The sandstones are interbedded 
with some red shaly bands, and lavender coloured and purple argillaceous 
and gypseous bands, hich are especially prominent near the top of the 
group. Ripple marks and oblique lamination are frequent, and the 
weathered surfaces of the sandstone is frequently studded with rounded 
knobs due to a local concentration of the calcareous cement. 

Above the speckled sandstone comes a great series of beds which 
have long been known for the wealth of fossil remains they contain, and for 
the presence in them of Ammonites associated with Brachiopods of 
palccozoic type. 1 he detailed dassilicalion of these beds is a matter of 
some difficulty; the first column of the accompanying tabular statement 
shows that adopted by Dr. Waagen, but if the distribution of the fossil 
remains, as shown in the tabular statement, is examined, it will be seen 
that this grouping ignores the tw o most prominent palaeontological breaks, 
that between the Katta and Virgal beds and the still more striking one 
between the Jabi and Chidru beds, nor is it, so far as can be judged 
from the published descriptions, what would be adopted on purely 
lithological grounds. The most important modification required a|)peara 
to be the separation of the topmost, or Chidru, beds from the rest of 
the series, a separation demanded not only by some slight indication of a 
physical break and by the small proportion of species which are found in 
lower groups, but more especially by the complete change in the type 
of the fauna from one marked by the prevalence of Brachiopoda to one in 
which their place has been taken by the Lamellibranchiata. Excluding 
these beds, the other groups fall naturally into three divisions of two 
groups each, as indicated by the brackets on the right hand side, a group- 
ing that will be adopted in the following description. 

The two groups of the lower Productus beds are more distinctly sepa- 
rated than in the overlying divisions. The lower group consists mainly of 

Unfra, chap. VIH. I * Memoirs, XIV, (1B78). 
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soft sandstones, , coaly near their base, full of fossils, contiasting in this 
point strongly with the lithologically not very dissimilar beds of the speck- 
led sandstone, in which no fossils have been found. The group becomes more 
calcareous to the west, and in the trans-Indus extension of the Salt range 
is said to consist of limestone. The upper group is not very sharply 
defined from the lower, but is more calcareous ; where normally developed 
it contains many beds of light coloured yellowish or whitish limestones, 
intercalated with marly and sandy beds. 

The first point to notice about the fauna of this group,* whose general 
facies is decidedly upper carboniferous, is the entire absence of a single 
species also found in the fossiliferous beds at the base of the speckled 
sandstone, the only species presenting any degree of alliance being 
kattaensiSf which might be a modified descendant of B, warthi from the 

lower beds. The change is complete, 
and with it disappears all connection 
with the Australian carboniferous fauna, 
to be replaced by a relationship with 
upper carboniferous and permian faunas 
of Europe. Not counting allied species, 
the lower group contains no less than 
T\%.’j.^Produ.ctus iemi-reHculatus^'^iixi.^ sixteen species identical with forms 
lower productus beds. Carboniferous and 

permian of Europe, or in that seiies of strata, intermediate between the 
two, w'hich the Russian geologists have distinguished under the name of 
permo-carbon iferous. The nagrrcs and distribution of these species will 
be easiest explained by the tabular statement below : — 







Lower 

Uppar 

Pei mo- 






carboni- 

caiboni- 

carboni- 

Permian. 





fcrous. 

ferous. 

ferous. 


Dielasma elon^atum . 






* 

* 

Athyris royssii • • • 




* 

* 


* 

Spirtferina ctisiaia 




... 

* 

* 

* 

Spiti/er stfiatus . 




* 

... 

... 

... 

„ marcoui . 





* 

* 

... 

„ moosakhailensis 




... 


* 

... 

„ alatus . • 




... 

* 

* 

* 

Martinia cf. glabra 




* 


. . 

... 

Orthis indica • • 




... 

* 

* 

... 

„ pecosiif m 




... 

* 

... 

... 

Reticularia lineaia 




* 

* 

* 


Strepiorhynchus pelargonatus 





* 

* 

* 

Produetus lineatus 




... 

* 

1 * 

... 

„ eora. . 





* 

i * 

... 

„ semlretteulatus i . 




* 

* 

* 

• •• 

spiralis 



• \ 

! 

* 

¥: 



* lists of the fossi’s will be found in Pal* Ind,^ senes xiii, IV, 160, 182, (1 890*91 ). 
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From this it will be seen that four of the five species which are found in 
the mountain limestone range up into higher beds, and all of the five found 
as high as the permian are also found in lower beds, while there are four- 
teen species found in upper carboniferous and permo-carboniferous beds, 
seven of which have never as yet been found in newer or older beds. 
This fixes the homotaxis of these beds as upper carboniferous, or inter- 
mediate between that and permian, a conclusion in accordance with the 
general aspect of the fauna. 

The upper grqup of the lower division only contains four species that 
are found in the permo-carboniferous of the Ural mountains, of which only 
one {Strophalo^ia horrescens) is not found in the lower group. It also 
contains two species, Dielasma itaitubense, and Spirifer marcoiii. which 
have also been found in South and North America respectively. 

We have here evidence of a great change in the distribution of land 
and water from the time when the lower beds of the speckled sandstone were 
being deposited and the sea stretched continuously from the Salt range 
to New South Wales. The sea no longer flowed over eastern Australia, 
where fresh water sandstones and shales with beds of coal were being 
formed, and the barrier which, at an earlier period, shut out the Kuropeau 
forms of life had been submerged, allowing the western fauna to in- 
vade the Salt range permo-caiboniferous sea. 

The same sea appears to have extended eastwards into China, for, from 
thin beds of limestone above the coal of Lo Ping, a fauna of upper carbon- 
iferous type has been describe 1, which contains eleven species also found 
in the Salt range. Of these Reticularia Imenta^ Mattinia glabra^ 


Orthis pecosii, Productu^ semireticulatus^ Strophalosia horrescens^ and 



Richthofenia sinensis, are found in the low'er 
gioup of the lower Productus beds, wdiile another 
species, Productus compressus, is found in the 
upper group of the same division. The other 
five species are found only in the middle or 
upper division.^ 

The middle division of the Productus beds 
is the most important in thickness, and the 
most conspicuous owdng to its forming great 
precipices in the western portion of the range. 
It consists principally of compact grey lime- 
stone, frequently dolomitic and full of fossils 
which are usually difficult of extraction, the 


Fig. 8. -Section oiRichthofenia 
laurencianUy lower and middle 
Productus beds. 


very numerous specimens obtained ha'dng been 
mostly derived from marly beds interstratified 


> Pul. Indica, series xiii, IV, 168, (1891). 


136 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— CARBONIFEROUS AND TRIAS. [Qhap VL 

with the more compact limestone. Corals are common and, in places, 
they are accumulated in great reefs in which no bedding can be traced. 
The lower group of the middle division, which has a thickness of 200 to 
300 feet, so far as can be gathered from the descriptions, is overlaid by from 
10 to 50 feet of marly beds intercalated with thin limestone, which form 
the upper group. Silica, which is always present in varying quantity in 
the lower group, and sometimes forms large flinty concretions, is much 
more prevalent in the upper group, and the fossils are beautifully silicified, 
especially at Musa Khel, and are generally very numerous. 

The fauna of this division is a very extensive one, comprising 169 dis- 
tinct species, and might e isily be extended by systematic collecting.^ Of 
these twenty-two have been found in other parts of Asia and Europe 
whose distribution in time is shown by the following tabular statement : — 


Mact ocheil us avellnttoid 1 9 






Carboni- 

ferous. 

Permo-C'»r 

bonilerous 

Permian. 

-X- 

Pscudomonotis gnsfot thensi ^ . 






... 


* 

Camel ophoria humbletonensis 






... 

... 

* 

supetsies . 






* 


... 

Spit-igetella derby i . . • 

• 





* 


* 

Athyris royssit . . • 

• 





¥c 

* 

Spinfeftna cristata . • 

• 





... 

¥: 

* 

Sphifer moosakhailensis . 






* 

-X* 

•• 

Orthis cf, indica • 







-X- 

... 

Productus lineatus 






* 

■X- 

... 

„ Cora . . 






* 

* 

•• 

,, humboldti 






* 

... 

* 

„ abicki . • 






... 


-X- 

„ tumidus • 






... 

... 

■X* 

Marginiftra typica 






... 

•X- 

... 

Fenestella perdegans 






* 


•X- 

Synocladia virgulacea . 







... 

* 

Thamniscus dubius 






... 

... 

* 

Acanthocladia anceps • . 







1 

* 

Spirorbis helix • • . 






... 

... 

* 

Gt initaella columnatis . 






... 

... 

* 

Stenopora ovata . • • 





* 

* 

... 

... 


It will be seen from the tabular statement that the fauna is distinctly 
newer in type than that of the \owtv divisic n, and contains a larger propor- 
tion of exclusively permian forms. It is also marked by the appearance 
of certain species with decidedly mesozoic affinities, namely Nautilus 
peregrinuSy and Oxytoma atavum^ which are allied to Jurassic species, 
fJemipty china inflata has its nearest ally in the trias of Italy. Pecten is 

> A full list of fossils will be found in PaU InJica^ series xiii, IV, 60, 186, 19S 
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seldom found below the triAS| 3,tid the genus Oldhatnind hfls its nearest 
relation in the rhaetic Pterophloios. 1 hese mesozoic forms preclude us 
from assigning the group to an older date than the permian, but the relation- 
ships are not close or extensive enough to justify assuming a more recent 
date than is indicated by the rest of the fauna. 

The upper Productus beds, whose uhole thickness does not exceed loo 
feet, consist of light yellowish sandy dolomite impregnated with silica. 
The fossils are abundant and always silicified, but usually only on the 
inner and outer surfaces of the shell. Rusty coloured ferruginous dolo- 
mites, which are occasionally found in the lower division, are not entirely 
absent from the upper one, but they are very rare. 

There is said to be a somewhat abrupt lithological change from the 
divisions immediately underlying this, but there is no corresponding change 
of the fauna, over one-third of the total number of species being also found 
at a lower horizon. The fauna is a very extensive one, no less than 175 
species having been recorded, and Dr. Waagen has expressed an opinion 
that this number might be doubled by systematic search.^ 

The general facies of the fauna is permian, though only eighteen species 
have been found elsewhere in beds that are believed to be of permian age, 
half in the permian of Europe and half in Armenia. But, mixed with these 
palaeozoic fossils, there are numerous forms which show more distinctly 
mesozoic affinities than those found in the groups below.* Among these the 
most remarkable are the Animonitidx represented by Cyclolobus oldhamt\ 
Arcestes antiquuSy A, priscusy Xcnodiscus carbonariusy X, plicatiiSy 
Sagoceras hauerianum. When these were discovered, some twenty years 
ago,® the finding of well characterised ammonites in beds containing numer- 
ous brachiopoda of palaeozoic types, and believed to be of upper carbonifer- 
ous age or intermediate between that and the permian, was regarded as so 
extraordinary that doubt was cast on the accuracy of the observation. Sub- 
sequent researches have shown that, even if we exclude all the species having 
mesozoic affinities, there is nothing in the fauna to warrant us in assigning 
it an older date than the zechstein, or upper permian, of Europe, while the 
presence of the mesozoic forms, and their superposition on distinctly per- 
mian strata, leads us to regard the beds as even newer than this. The presence 
of true ammonites in these beds has consequently become less surprising 
than it was at first, owing on the one hand,to the establishment of the true 
age of the Salt range as uppermost permian, or even newer, 
and on the other, to the subsequent discovery of Cephalopoda closely 
allied to the Ammonitidse in upper palaeozoic rocks. 

* Full lists will be found in PaU IndkaA * FaL /wrfiVn, series xiii, IV, 213, 223, (1891). 
series xiii, IV, 60, 210, 221, (1 890-91 )• I * Memotr^^ IX, 351, (1872). 
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The topmost productus beds o( Dr. Waagen, here separated as the 
Chidru group, are only about 15 feet in thickness, composed of soft 
light yellow sandstones, with coaly bands at the base in some of the sec- 
tions. No actual unconformity between these beds and those below has 
been detected, but a considerable interval of time probably intervened 
betw'een the deposition of the two, for only seventeen of the sixty-three 
species are also found in the beds below, and there is a complete change 
in the type of the fauna from one in which the Brachiopoda comprise more 
than half the total number of species and the Lamellibranchiata less than 
one-tenth, to one in which the proportions are almost exactly reversed. The 
fossils are all described as more or less rare, except Margarttina schwa- 
geriy which is said to be very common.^ 

The general type of the fauna is distinctly less palaeozoic than 
any of the preceding ones. Only four species Schieodus rotundatus^ 
Nticula trivialis^ Pseudomonotfs radialis^ Athyris sub-expansa^ are 
identical with permian forms of other countries, w^hile of the species 
peculiar to this group twenty-four have palaeozoic affinities, and no less 
than twenty-two are allied to mesozoic forms. So far as the pal.-eon- 
toU'gical evidence goes w'e are already well on the way into the secondary 
era, even if the beds cannot be regarded as lowermost trias in age.* 

The Chidru group closes the conformable sequence of beds containing 
palaeozoic fossils. No unconformity between them and the next overlying 
beds has been established as }et, but one is suggested by a section, 
recorded by Dr. Waagen, in VAhich the mesozoic beds followed immediately 
on the upper Productus bods, with a basal conglomerate but without the 
intervention of the Chidru group.* However this may be there must 
certainly have been a considerable time interval between the two, for not 
a single species bridges the interval and is found both above and below 
the separation of the Chidiu group and the ceratitc beds which overlie it. 

The general aspect of the triassic ceratite beds is such that they might 
easily be classed with the Productus beds, the succession varies much as to 
details, but consists generally of a thin limestone with at the base, 

succeeded by a thick marly zone which yields readily to weathering, and 
turns a light greenish colour. It is overlaid by grey sandstone, and 
flaggy limestone with many ceratites, passing upwards into grey nodular 
marls capped by hard limestones and calcareous sandstones. Some of the 
bands of limestone contain glauconite, and beds of conglomerate occasion- 
ally occur,* 

Owing to these beds having been at first confounded with the under- 

* A list of species is given in PaU Indica^ . * Pal Itidica, series xiii, Iv”, 230, (1891). 
series xiii, IV, 60, aaSj (18^-91'. j 3 Indtca^ series xiii, IV, 227, (i89l)» 

^ Memoirs, XIV, 96, (1878). 
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lying Productus beds, and to the later collections not having as >et bee n 
described, it is impossible to give a list of fossils. Ceratites abound and, 
most, probably, all of the species described by de Kdninck ^ 4rc fiom 
triassic beds. Besides these, which are the characteristic fosdls of the group 
species of Orthoceras, Anoplophora^ Cardima, Gervilia^ and Rhynconvlla 
are found, among which the bivalves predominate. The ino^t remarkable 
form, however, is a species of Bellerophon^ a genus not known to o:cur in 
recks of later than palaeozoic age in Europe. 

In the central Himalayas there is no marked unconformable break 
between the lower and upper palaeozoic rock systems, such as is found ui 
the Salt range, and the carboniferous follows with perfect conformity 011 
the underlying beds. 

The oldest rock group which can be regarded as caibonifeious is a 
crinoidal limestone, usually red in colour.^ Mr. Griesbach's collections have 
not yet been examined, but some fossils brought by Mr. Hughes from a w hite 
crinoid limestone in the Milam pass were ound by Dr. Waagen to 
include : — ^ 

Hemipiychina himalayensis, Spinfer glaber, 

Noiothyris ^ub'iCbictilaf'is. P, oJurtus semti eticulafus, 

Athyris royssii. Lytionhu i'p. 

Hie horizon of this tauna is regarded by Dr. Waagen as about that of the 
upper portion of the lower Productus beds. The crinoid limestone is ovtT- 
laid by a series of line grained, hard, white, quartzites, in thick beds with a 
few shaly par^.ings, which w^ere originally included by Dr. Stolic/ka in his 
Muth scries. In Spiti tin y are, according to Mr. Griesbach o\crIaidby, and 
partially interstratilic'd with, flaggy dark grey to blue limestones, which 
contain Athyris royssii, and Pfoductus^ sp., marking them as carbonileruus 
in age 

In the Sp’ti valley General McMahon has recorded the occurrence, in 
two places, of beds ol fine grained slate, through which small rounded 
quartz pebbles are scattered. The similarity of this bed to that ol the 
Blaini group, which will be described further on, as well as its structure, 
are suggestive of the action of floating ice. J he exact horizon of tlu^ bed 
has not been determined, and it is not ceilain whether it should be classed 
with the group just described, or that wdiich overlies it."^ 

The white quartzites, with their overlying limestones, arc abruptly over, 
laid by a group of shales. The junction is said to be unconformable, the 

1 Quart. Jour. Geol, Sec., XIX, ii, (1863). * Records, XII, 63, (1879). See al.>o KiCojdi>, 

* Memoiis, XXIII, 59. (^891). tiupui p. 114. (18S8). 

^ Pal. liidica, series xiii, IV, 167, (1891) 
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unconformity being accepted on the strength of the sudden lithological 
change, and of the shales resting in different sections on different horizons of 
the carboniferous strata. These shales, apparently together with part of 
the underlying quartzites, were distinguished by Dr. Stoliczka^ as the 
Ruling series and regarded by him as carboniferous, Mr, Griesbach has 
divided them into a lower portion, composed of dark, generally black, 
somewhat micaceous shales, often carbonaceous, with coaly traces here and 
there, of permian age ; and an upper portion of very similar shales, 
difficult to distinguish lithologically, though they are somewhat less earthy 
and micaceous, whrich he regarded as lower triassic in age. 

Of the fossils from the Ruling series, described by Dr. Stoliezka, which 
were probably for the most part derived from the lower part of the shalc% 
Productus semireticulatus and P. purdoni found in the Productus 
beds of the Salt range, the former in the lower, the latter in the middle 
division, but are both rare. Spirifer moosakhnilensts is found in all three 
divisions, but is abundant only in the middle one. 

The shaly beds pass conformably upwards into a great series of lime- 
stones, the Lilang and P 4 ra of Dr. Stoliezka, which have been subdivided 
by Mr Griesbach as follows 

! 10. Liver coloured limestone with greenish giey 
shales in Niti, strong limestones elsewhere. 

Corbis, sp. 

9. Friable shales and earthy beds in Niti, lime- 
stones and shales in Spiti and Nilang 
/ Spirifer lilavgenis. 'Kmipcr 

8, Limestone, Tiopites^ sp 

7. Earthy limestone and shales .... 

6. Black limestone, flags and dolomites. Dao- 
velta^ sp. 

5. Black limestone flags and partings of splintery ^ 

' black shales. 

1 4. Hard giey concretionary limestone in thick 

beds Ptychttes s'eraidi. ^ Musclu'IkaWf, 

3. Earthy limestone. Rhynconella semiplecta, 

2. Lim« stones alternating with ^ Posidonotnya, 
shales, ( sp. 

I. Dark shales and limestone part- \ Oiocerns 

ings. 9 ondwardu 


> Buntsand- 
V stem. 


/Upper 


Thtxs , 


Lower 


Speaking generally, the lower part of the central Himalayan trias may 
be described as a series of very dark, almost black, hard limestones with 
partings of shales; the upper part varies more, being represented by a great 
thickness of friable shales in the Niti and Milam sections, but in Spiti and 
to the east it is a limestone formation. The total tluckness of the trias is 
about 4,000 feet in Niti, but probably exceeds that to the east; in Spiti 


V, 04, (1865). 


I ^Memoirs, XXIII, 6^, (1891). 
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Dr Stolicika estimated the thickness at 1,000 to 2,000 feet. The under- 
lying Productus shales are quite insigniiieant in comparison to this, being 
only 150 feet thick. The most noteworthy feature of the Himdlayan 
trias is the abundant cephalopod fauna of the lowest beds, a fauna 
extremely abundant in .<.pccimens, though not so exten.sive as regards 
species, and remarkable (or its transitional character between a palzeozok 
and mesozoic facies. 

In the central Himalayas the trias is succeeded with perfect con- 
formity by a thick series of limestones, formerly 
regarded as rh^etic and liassic, above which 
comes an abrupt lithological change, not known 
to be accompanied by unconformity, at the base of 
the Jurassic series. 

Accoiding to Mr. Grieshach's description the 
combined rhaetic and lias have a thickness of 
2)5^^ feet, of which the lias only com- 

prises 100, and are divided as follows : ^ 



9 ' — Daoftella (^Hafobia) 
lommeli^ Wissm. vTnas). 


5. Black shales and dark earthy limestones with oolitic structure; lower lias fossils. 

4. Grey crinoid limestones m incgular thin beds; Tcrebt'alula Jurnda, GerviUa 
tnflata, 

3. Liihodendron limestone in thick beds. 

2. A gieat thickness of limestones and dolomilics, M sp, 

I. A great thickness of dolomites and flaggy dark limestones with ihiLk-beddcd 
doluinitcj, which pass downwards into the upptr tiias. 

In his original description of the rocks of Spili, Dr. Stuliezka adopted 
a clasbitication different from the more recent one of Mr. Griesbacli for the 
beds above the carboniferous. It is given hcie in abstract,* — . 

Upper tagling Hit 5).— Daik earthy or dolomilic bituminous limestone; thickness 
nearly 1,000 feet. 

Lower tagling Ua^ or — Dark gi'e>, brown or black limestone, 

often earthy or bituminous, weathering into a ru-ty brown; more tl an 1,000 feet thick. 

PAra I.imesj ones frlimtic or upper /r/us).— Black, dolomilic, stiongly bituminous 
limestones ; 700 feet thick. 

Lilang Series {upper or Dark limestones, calcareous shales and 

slates; the limestone compact or oolitic and quavsi-concrctionary in some oi the lower 
beds ; 1,000 to 2,000 feet thick. 


In the preceding p<igcb a brief outline of the published descriptions of 
the newer palaeozoic and older mesozoic rocks of the central Him 41 a}as 
has been given. No details have been entered into, nor has any attempt 
been made to clear up the discrepancies which are apparent, as the fossils 
that have been collected in this area are at present being examined and de- 
scribed, and it has alieady become evident that this examination will result 
in a considerable modification of the correlations adopted up to now. i he 
* xxn I, 73, (i 39 *)- 1 * Memoi.i., V, pt. (1805). 
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most important results obtained so far, according to the distinguished 
palaeontologists, whose names it would be unjust to couple with conclusions 
so provisional in their character, are, that there is a very strongly marked 
paheontological break between the silurian and the carboniferous, that in 
the carbon ilcrous beds two successive faunas can be recognised, one allied 
to that of Australia, the other to the Productus fauna of the Salt range, 
and that the beds formerly regarded as rhsetic and lias should be classed 
uith the trias, leaving a distinct palaeontological break between the trias 
and jura of the central Himalayas. 'Ihe publication of these results, \\ hich 
it is hoped will not be long delayed, will be a most important addition to our 
knowledge of the stratigraphy of the central Himalayas, and will doubtless 
clear up many of the incoubistencies and uncertainties which now' obscure it.^ 


The beds which have been just described are found in tw’o great 
basins of disturbance, one of which stretches along the iioith of Kumdun 
and Garhwdl, the other occupies the valleys of the Spiti and Zaiiakar 
rivers and stretches be}oiid them to the neighbourhood of Kartse. They 
are found again in the Kashmir valley, but before proceeding to the de- 
scription of the outcrops it will be best to turn to the Simla district. 

'Ihe older rock s}steins of this area ha>e already been destiibed and 
W'e now come to that which has been named the carbonaceous system^ 
The beds of lliis s}stem piesent certain marked peculiarities by w'hich 
they have been recognised /\ith a greab^r or less degree of certainty ovei 
a large area south of the snowy langc, from the western bordcis of Nepal 
to the confines of Kashmir, but it is only in the neighbourhood of Simla 
and the protected hill states that they have been studied in any detail. 

"Jhe low'est member of the system apjicars to be part of what has al- 
ready been referied to under the name of Simla slates.^ I'his name was 
applied to a great seiies of slates, gritty slates and quartzites, in 
which no break has yet been detected, though it is highly probable that one 
or more wdll be established by detailed survey. Whether any of these 
beds should be classed with the carbonaceous system is open to doubt, 
but the uppermost ones appear to be perfectly conformable with a group 
of beds, which have so marked an individuality that they are of tne great- 
est importance in unravelling the complicated structure of the hills, 
and in establishing the homotaxis of this system. The characteristic 


* As these pages were going through the 
pres^ a prelinunary note on the Cephalopoda 
of the Himalayan trias by Dr. Mojsisovics has 
been published. The whole range of the Euro- 
pean trias has been definitely recognised, 
and attention is drawn to the remarkable 


abundance of cephalopoda in the lowest beds, 
where they are poorly represented in Europe 
Sitz .K, Akad IFm., Wien, Cl, pt. i, (1892) , 
RecorUs, XXV, 186, (1892). 

2 Records, XXI, 133, (iSdp), 

Supia, p. 1 1 7. 
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member of this group, which Mr. Modlicott named Blaini^ after the 
stream of that name, flowing westwards from Solan, is a conglomeratic 
slate, composed of rounded pebbles of quartz, ranging up to the size of 
a hen's egg, or, in other ca^es, angular and subangular fragments of slate 
and quartzite of all .-izes up to some feet across, which arc scattered at 
intervals through a tine grained matrix. It contains numerous fragments of 
the volcanic beds of the Jaunsar system, where exposed in the neighbour- 
hood of their outcrop in the Naira valley in eastern Sirmur, and here even 
the matrix has much the appearance of a volcanic asl.,^ though as a rule 
there is not the slightest trace of volcanic material either in the matrix or 
in the included fragments. This remarkable rock ha^, been observed 
from east of Mussooree at intervals to beyond Simla, and is generallv, 
though not invariably, accompanied by a band, 20 or 30 feet thick, of thin 
bedded, usually pink, dolomitic limestone, which lies on top of the zone in 
wdiich the beds of conglomeratic slates occur. The agency by whicli 
blocks of stone were dropped over so large an area into a tranquil sea, 
in which alone the matrix could have been deposited, must have been 
no local one, and the only one that appears at all adequate is that of 
floating ice. No smoothed and striated fragments have been found as yet, 
though one is occasionally met with showing striation resembling those pro- 
duced by glaciers, but the rock has invariably undergone much compres- 
sion and disturbance, at times accompanied by a distortion of the shape of 
the included fragments, which might account either for the obliteration of 
distinctly glaciated surfaces, or for the production of those scratches 
which have been observed. No certain conclusion can, consequently, be 
drawn from the occasional presence, or general absence, of striation, but 
the only alternative hypothesis, that the rock is in fact the volcanic breccia 
which at times it resembles, appears to be excluded by the infrequence of 
volcanic material in it, and the absence of any other associated volcanic 
beds, while the included fragments are too miimerous to be accounted for by 
the action of floating drift wood. 

The boulder beds are overlaid by a series of shales or slates, charac- 
terised by the greater or less prevalence of carbonaceous matter, which 
were originally described as infra- Krol'^, from the fact that they underlie the 
limestone of the Krol mountain. The name has since been so commonly 
used in the publications of the Geological Survey that, in spite of a certain 
awkwardness, it cannot well be abandoned now. 

The carbonaceous impregnation of these shales is very irregularly dis- 
tributed, being often extremely conspicuous, especially where the rock 


> Memoirs, III, pt. ii, p. 30. (1864). The name 
was originally spelt Blini, being the spelling 
adopted in the Atlas of India. The spelling in 
the text was sjbsecjuently introduced as more 


correct. Kecoids^ X, 204, (1877}. 

* Hecoids, XX, 156, (^887), 

• Me moil Si III, pt. ii, 29, (1864). 
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has undergone crushing, but at other times wanting, at any rate near the 
surface. Not infrequently the blackest and most carbonaceous beds 
weather almost white by the removal of the carbonaceous element. 
Above these beds there is usually a series of quartzites of very variable 
thickness, varying from about 20 feet in the sections south of the Krol 
mountain to some thousand feet in western Garhwil. They are very 
noticeable at Simla, forming the whole of the Boileauganj hill and the 
lower part of Jutogh, where they have been called Boileauganj quartzites. 

In western GarhwiI, between the Tons and Pdbar rivers these quartzites 
contain fragments of undecomposed felspar, usually subangular but in some 
of the beds large and angular, mixed \\ith quartz, mica and fragments of 
the accesory minerals of the Himiilayan gneissose granite and gneisses, 
the whole forming a rock which, having become foliated by a subsequent 
slight metamorphism, is sometimes difficult to distinguish at first glance 
from the true gneissose granite * 

The uppermost member of the system is another group of car- 
bonaceous slates, associated with carbonaceous or graphitic limestones*, 
which pass upwards, in western Garhwal, into blue limestones. In tlie 
Krol mountain the uppermost beds are blue limestones with associated 
shaly bands, mostly grey in colour, though there is one distinct zone of 
red shales, but as no carbonaceous beds are associated with them, and 
as the underlying quartzite exhibits remarkable \ariations in thickness, 
it is uncertain whether these limestones of the Krol group are the 
equivalents of those just referred to or belong to a later unconform- 
able system. 

The beds of the carbonaceous system contain, on most of the sec- 
tions, iiiterbedded basaltic lava flows and more or less impure volcanic 
ashes, either recognisable as such, or represented by bornblei de schists, 
where the rocks have become schistose. The range of the volcanic 
beds varies on different sections. Their usual position is in the upper 
band of carbonaceous shales, but they are also found among the quartz- 
ites and in the upper part of the infra-Krol, though they never, so far as 
is known, extend down as far as the Blaini group. 


In Kashmir fossiliferous beds of upper palaeozoic age are underlaid 
by a great slaty series, the whole of which was grouped by Mr. Lydekker 
in bis Panj^l system^ and regarded as silurian and cambrian, partly on ac- 
count of its underlying supposed carboniferous beds, partly on account of 
the opinion regarding the age of the Blaini group which w'as prevalent 
when he wTote. A large part of these slates are doubtless of older palaeo- 

» Recaids, XX, 160, (1888). | = Records, XX, 148^ (i8£8). 

.» Memoirs^ XXII, 209, (1883). 
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zoic age, but part at least appear to be more properly classed with the 
upper paixozoics. 

The oldest of the beds with which we are at present concerned is a 
conglomeratic slate, composed of subangular fragments and rounded 
pebbles of slates and quartzites, imbedded in a matrix of fine grained slate. 
The rock is in every way similar to the IJlaini group of the Simla area, 
and the same arguments in favour of a glacial origin are applicable in 
both cases. Besides this, the Kashmir boulder bed occupies thesame 
jiosition relative to fossiliferous beds of carboniferous age as the glacial 
boulder clay of the Salt range does relative to the IToductus beds, and as 
it is reasonable to suppose that the extreme cold which affected the one 
area must have extended to the other, we may take it as certain that the 
so called Panjdl conglomerate is also of glacial origin. 

The boulder slate is oveilaid by a series of quartzites and black car- 
bonaceous slates, in the upper portion of which there is an abundance of 
contemporaneous volcanic rock, and above these there are thin bedded, 
light blue and white fossiliferous limestones from which a number of 
fossils have been collected by different observers. The following list, 
quoted on the authority of Mr. Lydekker includes all those known up to 
now : — > 


Cephalopoda— 

Ortho 'eyas, sp, 

Lamellibrahchiata— 

Avicula, sp. 

Avicttlopecfen, sp. 

SolefiopstSf sp. 

Brachiopoda — 

E P. Athyris stihtiUtn, 

A. E. P. „ royssii, 

Camei'of horiiu sp. 

Chonetes (V) imstenlana^ 

A. E. ,t hardrensia v.ti*. iihe 
sis. 

„ losvis* 

Disci na kashmiriensis. 

Or this, sp. 

E. A. P. Product us cora, 

E. P. „ costatus. 

E. P. „ humboldti, 

„ Iccvis. 

E. A P. i, longispinus. 

E. A, n scabriculus, 

E, A. P. M semireticulatus. 

E. ,, (?) spinulosus, 

E. P. striatus. 

Retsia, sp. 

• Mem i A, i 


Rhyncouellu I arusien us, 
tt kashmirienu^. 

P» » pleurodon var. davi 

uxuina. 

Spirtfer barusiensis. 

„ kashmiriensis, 

S. „ keilhavii, {S, Raja), 

A. ,, nioo^akhailcnsis. 

A. P. „ btriatas. 

„ vercheri, 

,, oihiana, 

1C A. P. Spiriferina octoplicata. 

K. A. P. Streptorhvnchus crenisfria. 

\L. h. StropJioniena romboidalis va 
analoga, 

T erebratuhi aiistenianci, 

E, ,, sacculus. 

P0L\ ZOA— 

P. Fenestella (?) lepida, 

P. f, sykei>u 

P. ,, megastoma, 

A. Protoretepora ampla, 

E, Vincul'iria miiltangularis, 

( RUST AC KA — 

E. Ph Hips: a (V) sentimfenu 
. • 58 , (i8i^3). 
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To these may be added Lyttonia^ which, according to Mr. Lydekker, is 
seen on the weathered surface of the limestones.' 

In the foregoing list the letter E denotes that the species is also found 
in the mountain limestone of Europe, A in the marine carboniferous of 
New South Wales, P in the Productus beds of the Saltrange, S in the 
Killing series of Spiti. The determinations are all on the authority of 
Dr. Fcistmantel, as quoted by Mr. Lydekker. Dr. Waagen, who has 
adopted a narrower definition of a species, finds only two, viz, Aihyris 
subtilita^ WM.==Spirtgerella derbyi^ Waag., and Spirifer moosakhailen^ 
iTti, Dciv., identical with Salt range forms ^ Discina hashmiriensis^ Dav., 
is said to be almost identical with D. warthi^ Waag., from the beds at the 
base of the speckled sandstone, and Dr.Waagen is inclined to place the Kash- 
mir beds at a hori/on intermediate between these and the Productus beds, 
representing in fact part of the unfossiliferous speckled sandstone. The 
number of species identical with, or closely allied to, Australian forms is dis- 
counted by the fact that three-quarters of them are also found in Europe, 
but so far as it goes is more in accordance with Dr. Waagen's correlation 
than with a later date, and we may conclude that the carboniferous fossili- 
ferous beds of Kashmir are somewhat older than the lower Productus beds 
of the Salt range. 

The carboniferous of Kashmir is overlaid by a scries of limestones, 
exposed in synclinal folds of various sizes, at either end and north of the 
valley. They are the equivalents of the triassic limestones of Spiti. 
They are sparingly fossillfcrous, and though a considerable number of 
forms have been obtained from them, the only ones specifically identifiable 
are Ammonites {Ptychites) ^erardi, Megalodon gryphoides^ and Spir^ifer 
stracheyi. Besides these, stems of CfinoidSy Orthoceras, doubtful Ceratites 
and Goniatites, and several genera of Gasterupods and Corals, all more 
or less doubtful, have been obtained.^ 

It will be seen from the descriptions that there is a great similarity 
between the sections in Kashmir and the Simla area. In both, boulder- 
bearing slates of presumably glacial origin are overlaid by a series of 
slates and quartzites, characterised by a carbonaceous impregnation and by 
the presence of contemporaneous volcanic beds, and in both the uppermost 
member is a limestone. The resemblances are not mere lithological ones, 
between rocks such as have always been in process of formation at every 
period of the earth’s history. They are exhibited by rocks which owe their 
origin to wide reaching causes which have only occasionally acted, and it 
is difficult to resist the conclusion that they are evidence of the contempor- 
aneous origin of the two rock scries, and not merely accidental. 

i RecoViU, XVII, 37, (1884). | * Meinohs, XXII, 158, (1883). 

^ Pal Indica, series xiii, IV, 166, (1891) * 
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The country intermediate between the Simla and Kashmir areas has not 
as yet been examined in any detail, but we know from Colonel McMahon’s 
descriptions that similar carbonaceous beds with associated volcanic 
basaltic traps, underlaid by a conglomeratic slate resembling the Blaini of 
the Simla area, arc found in Chamba and near Dalhousie ^ 

These observations serve to link the Kashmir and Simla sections and 
strengthen the conclusion that was based on lithological resemblances. It 
has not as yet been corroborated by the discovery of fossils in the south- 
eastern area, though the rocks are in many places perfectly adapted 
for the preservation of organic remains. Even in Kashmir territory, once 
the drainage area of the valley is left, fossils become rare. As we go south- 
eastwards they become more and more sporadic in their occurrence, and, 
except in one small area in western Garhwcll,^ not a single fossil of older 
date than tertiary has yet been found south of the first snowy range. 

The correlation of the beds of the carbonaceous system has long been a 
stumbling block in the way of our knowledge of Himalayan geology. When 
Dr. Stoliezka visited Spiti in 1864, the rock systems below the Blaini had 
not been identified, and the section along the road through Simla was 
believed to represent pretty fully the sequence' of stratified rocks in the 
lower Himdlayas. He attempted accordingly to distribute the bods of the 
Simla section over the section seen in Spiti, and suggested that the 
Blaini * conglomerate ’ was the equivalent of certain conglomerates in 
the Muth series — Haimantas according to the classification adopted in 
this work — and consequently at least as old as Silurian.^ It does not 
appear that Dr. Stoliezka offered this correlation as more than a gu(\ss, 
to which he probably himself attached small value. It seems certain that 
he did not recognise the peculiar character of the Blaini rock, but regard- 
ed it as an ordinary conglomerate, and he never saw the rock in the Spiti 
river, which is an exact equivalent of the Blaini conglomeratic slate. 
Yet the glamour of his genius has shed an importance over this 
guess which it was never intended to possess, and time after time the 
Blaini group has been unqiiestioningly referred to as silurian. The more 
probably correct correlation was pointed out in i8(S8* and the evidence, 
then was practically as strong as it now is. It comes as near certainty 
as is possible in the absence of pakeontological evidence, while there is 
really no evidence worthy the name in favour of the older view. Yet such 
is the vitality of error that the older palaeozoic age of the Blaini has been 
accepted without question in one of the latest publications on Himalayan 
geology, and the very writer who first drew attention to the probability 

’ RetonU, XIV, 306, (18S1) ; XV, 34, (1882); ^ Memou^, V, 141. 

XVII, 34, (1884). ^ Recoidi, XXI, 142, (1888). 

* Sec in/ra, p. 229. 
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of its being carboniferous or permian, is quoted as suppoi ting the view 
which he combated ^ 

The other correlations of Dr. StoUczka, of the quartzites of Boileauganj 
\\\th the Ruling, and of the Krol with the Lilang limestone of Spiti, are prob- 
ably correct, and curiously enough an apparent confiimation was published, 
about the same time as his memoir, in Professor Giimbers description* of a 
specimen from the Schlagintweit collection, said to have been obtained at 
Dharampur near Solan in the Simla district, containing three fossils, 
/Jma Uneata and Natica gaillardoti^ found also in the Muschelkalk of 
Europe, and a new species, N, simlaensis, Dharampur in the neighbour- 
hood indicated is, however, a well known locality on tertiary rocks, 
and specimen in question must have come from a totally distinct ground, 
probably in Tibet. 

In the Kdg4n and Kishengangd valleys, north-west of Kashmir, there 
are a number of small outcrops of carbonaceous slates, overlaid by white or 
buff crystalline limestone, folded into the gneiss and schists ^ They are 
probably representatives of the upper paltcozoic and tiiassic rocks of Kash- 
mir. They have not been closely examined or surveyed, and are mentioned 
here merely as indications of the former extension of these rocks, and as 
occupying a geographical position intei mediate between the carbon-tiias 
of Kashmir and of the Hazdra district of the Punjab. 

At the extreme north- w^estern extremity of the Himdlayas, fossi- 
lifcrous rocks are found ?oulh of the snowy ranges in the district of 
Hazdra. No fossiliferous beds of carboniferous age have yet been identi- 
fied in this corner of the Punjab, and the only indication of their pre- 
sence, west of the Jehlam and north of the Salt range, is the dis- 
covery, by Mr. Lydekker, of Ptoductus humboldti in a loose block of 
limestone near Hasan Abdiil,* The age of the rocks undei lying the 
tiiassic group of the Sirban mountain near Abbottdbdd is uncertain, but 
they are quite unconformable to the underlying Attock slates, and may be 
caiboniferous. They comprise two divisions ; the lower consists of sand- 
stones, shales, and silicious limestones, all red in colour, with an argilla- 
ceous breccia, full of fragments derived from the underlying rocks at its 
base, but the published descriptions are insuffii ient to determine whether 
this may or may not represent the glacial boulder bed at the base of the 
carboniferous in the Salt range and in Kashmir. The upper division is 
composed of dolomites only, lighter in colour than the low'er beds, often 
highly silicious and of considerable thickness. These dolomites are o\er- 

* Memoirs^ XXI II, 54, (1891). 

^ Sttaungsber^ fC^Bair.Akad Wiss^ Mun- 
chen, 1865, Bd. 11, p 364. 


• Memoirs^ XXII, 205, (1883). 
^ Manual^ ist edition, p. 501. 
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laid by a group of liaematllic rocks, quartz breccias, sandstones, and shales 
which may belong to the trias.^ 

In western Hazara there is a great series of much contorted rocks to 
which Mr. Wynne has given the name of TanAwal (I'anol),* from the name 
of the district they are found in. They comprise an enormous thickness of 
grey and drab quartzites and quartzose beds, in rapid alternation with dark 
earthy beds, flaggy, shaly or slightly schistose, associated with conglome- 
ratic slates containing pebbles of qu artz and quartzite, ranging up to 
the size of a gooseys egg. In the synclinal folds are thick zones of various 
coloured pseudo-brecciated, silicious, cherty or compact, grey, black and 
buff dolomitic limestones, with which are occasionally associated intensely 
black graphitic and sulphurous shales, or else purple and red sandstones 
and slaty bands. 

These rocks, whose general description accords fairly well with that of 
the carbonaceous system of the Simla region, are regarded as the equi- 
valent of the beds below the trias of the Sirban mountain, chiefly on ac- 
count of their superposition and probable unconformity to the Attock slates? 
and partly because of the occurrence of red and purple slates and quartz- 
ites at the base of each. 

Triassic rocks attain a great development in Hazdra, being 1,500 to 
2,000 feet thick in the Sirban mountain, and some 3,000 to 4,000 feet near 
KliAnpur. Owing to the disturbance they have undergone they occupy 
a number of small exposures, too small to be shown on the map, in the areas 
coloured as silurianand nummulilic, re.spectivciy. In the Sirban mountain 
they consist chiefly of black or dark grey, distinctly bedded, limestone, 
with thick zones of massive dolomite, some of which contain numerous 
opaque laminae of quartz. Near Abbotulb.ld, where the series is complete, 
dolomites form the lowest beds, and are followed by thin bedded, fossilifer- 
ous limestones, containing Mcgalodon^ Diccrocardimn^ Chemnitzia^ and 
Gervilia, The dolomites are not always present, and the base of the series 
may be formed by the limestones, which are succeeded by quartzites and 
dolomites of considerable thickness, again oveilaid by thin bedded lime- 
stones and slaty shales containing Nerinea^ Ncf itopsis, Astarte^ OpiSy 
Nuculuy Ledtty and Ostrea^^ 

The other exposures of triassic rocks in Ha?^ra, while exhibiting some 
variations, do not differ essentially from those of the Sirban mountain, and 
it is not certain how far the differences which have been observed may be 
only due to the obscuring effect of the intense disturbance they have 
undergone.^ 


Carboniferous and triassic rocks can be traced along the southern slopes 

* Men. oils, IX, 336, (187a). 

* Keootdsy XII. 134, (1879). 


> Mrmoits, X, 335, (1872). 

* htcoids, XII, 12.?, (1879). 
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of the Pfr Panjiil and Dhdola Dh4r ranges, but no fossils have so far been 
found, except some obscure g.asteropods in the Jehlam valley. They are of 
the ordinary Kashmir type of quartzites and carbonaceous slates, underlaid 
by the boulder bearing slates and overlaid by limestones. There are some 
inliers of massive grey limestone in the tertiary area, vrhich are faulted up 
on their south-west side. No fossils have been found in the limestone, 
which is bedded, compact, dark grey to black in colour, resembling the 
limestones of the Himalayas, and is probably of triassic age or older. They 
have been coloured brown on the map, as that represents their most 
prcbable age, but it must not be left out of sight that they may well belong 
to the older, prerarboniferous series of limestones of the Himalayas or 
to a later post-triassic age.^ 


I. 


■V" 




-Jl 




To the north of Kashmir a series of limestones, slates, and quartzites 
are found north of Iskardo (Skardo) in Baltistdn, which are probably triassic 
and carboniferous in age. Further eastward beds belonging to these periods 

\ , ■ arcknown to occur in the Chang- 

cheng-mo valley and the Kara- 
koram range, only isolated details 
are, however, known, and it is 
impossible to give a connected 
account of them, but they cannot 
be passed over without a notice 
of that remarka])le group of fossils, 
allied to the Foraminifera^ known 
as Syringosph.cj idw^ which are 
found in dark shales, below a lime- 
stone taken to be of triassic age. 
Fig. 10. — Syrin^nsphara verrucosa, Duucan Oil ilic northern side of tlie^ Kara- 
koram pass. They are small, rounded or oval bodies of about an inch in 
diameter, and had long been known as Karakoram stones. Almost the 
last work of the late Dr. Stoliezka was the collection of a number of speci- 
mens which were described by the late Professor Duncan® under the 
generic names of Syringosphxra and Stoliczkaria^ the former including 
seven, and the latter one species. 





Marine carboniferous rocks are knowm to occur in Afghanistan, in 
the Herdt province, in the Hindu Kush,® and north of the Safed Koh, 


* Records^ IX, 53, (1876); Memoirs^ XXII, 
202, (1883). 

* Scientific Results of the Second Yarkand 
Mission, Syringosphaeridse, Calcutta, 1879- 


Records, XXIII, 80-88, (1890). 

* C. L. Griesbach, Recoids, XVIII, 62, (1885) j 
XIX, 49 . 240,(1886); XX, 17, (1887). 
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where they have undergone considerable metamorphism and are pone, 
trated by granite veins. ^ 

According to Dr. Fleming boulders of Productus limestone were found 
by him in the streams which flow eastwards from the Suldiindn range,* 
but subsequent observers have not been able to detect carboniferous rocks 
in this range. 

The marine carboniferous rocks are overlaid, in Herdt and Turkestdn, 
by a series of plant-bearing sandstones with seams of coal, which appears 
also to be represented south of the Safed Koh.® These are lithologically 
and stratigraphically the equivalents of the (iondwiina system of the Indian 
Peninsula, and as such their description will be deferred to a subsequent 
chapter.* 


In Tenasserim the only other region wdicre marine deposits of carboni- 
ferous age are known to exist, there is a great accumulation of pseiido- 
porph}iritic sedimentary beds known as the Mergui group,^ wdiose 
principal feature is derived from imbedded fragments of felspar. Tlie 
rock in its normal form is earthy, but highly indurated, passing into 
slaty masses without the conspicuous fcls[)ar fragments on the one hand, 
and on the other into giits and ( onglomeratcs. Resting on these 
grits, are daik coloured earthy beds, finely laminated, with hard quartzose 
grits. These rocks cannot be less than (j.ooo feet in thickness, and in 
places they must be ii,ooo or 12,000 feet. They have only b(‘en noticed 
hitherto near Mergui, and nothing is know n of their relations. 

The beds of the last group in the 'I'enasserim valley arc succeeded by 
the Maulmain groups of hard sandstones, often in thin and massive layers, 
with thin earthy partings, sometimes in fine lamina", the prevailing colour 


*C.L. Griesbacli, I^ecoids, XX V, 71, (1892). 
The statement that lowi.r siluiiau fossils frimi 
the Khyher hills were found by Dr. Falconer in 
the gravel of the Cahul river” was made by 
Colonel (then Captain) H. II. Godwin- Austen 
in 1866, in a paper which appears to have been 
drawn up from field notes without means of 
access to published info. ination, and no refer- 
ence is supplied to any original authoiity; 
Quart, yotii . Gcol. Soc, XXII, 29, (i860). No 
notice of the discovery of such fossils can he 
found in Falconer’s published writings, and 
the only original published statement is in a 
footnote to a paper by Captain Vicary, Quait. 
Jour. Geol. Soc, VII , 45i (*851). Vicary him- 
self obtained “ a small Spirifer^ Orthis in abund- 
ance, a Terebratula and some Polyparia ” 
from limestone boulders in the watercourses 
near Peshawar. In a footnote he adds, “ Dr. 


Falconer obtained specimens of Spiri/er, 
Ofthis, and other paheozoic forms from these 
mountains se\eral yeais ago.” A Iso, in a note 
by Sir R. Murchison, prefixed to Vicary’s paper, 
the discovery of p il.eozoic fossils is mentioned. 
Now, it is quite possible that the f(>ssiJs collected 
by F.alconer and Vicaty have been ex.irnined 
and their age detenu iiu‘d, but as thi.s is not 
stated, some doubt remains whether the fossils 
may not have been carboniferous, as they were 
said to be by Vcrchere {Jour. As. Soc. Peng., 
XXXVI, pt. ii, 21, (1807)], the ihthis being 
pel haps Oithisina or Stuptorhyyichus creni' 
stria, formerly included in the genus Orthis. 

2 Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc. IX, 348, (1853). 

® C. L. Griesbach, Recorcis,X.W , 79. (1892). 

* Infta, p. 196. 

T. Oldham, Sil. Kcc. Govt. India, X, 
32. ('Ssfe). 
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is a reddish tint, and some of the layers are calcareous. Some of the 
more soft and earthy beds contain marine fossils Over these sandstones 
occur grey shaly beds, also sometimes calcareous and fossiliferous, with 
occasional beds cf dark sandstone, then come 150 to 200 feet of fine soft 
sandstone, thinly bedded, with grey and pinkish shaly layers intercalated 
and upon these again, hard thick limestone. The fossils found appeared 
to be of carboniferous age, Spirtfer and Productus being the commonest 
forms, but the species have not been determined, and it is rare to obtain 
specimens in a state suitable for identification. 

The thickness of these beds is estimated at about 5,000 feet, exclusive 
of the limestone, which is itself 1,100 feet thick near Mauimain. 

Near Maulmain the limestone is extremely conspicuous, and forms 
large hills and ranges, extending far to the south-south-east up the valle) 
of the Attaran and Zami. 1 he same rock occurs east of the Salwin, but 
does not extend far into Martaban, and is wanting in the Sittaung 
valley. Farther up the Salwin, however, in Karen-ni, and elsewhere 
beyond the British frontier, large tracts of limestone occur, probably be- 
longing to the carboniferous seiies. Limestone is said to abound in the 
Mergui archipelago, and may very probably be, in parts at least, identical 
with that found near Maulmain.^ 


Besides the rocks already described, which can be ascribed to a car- 
boniferous or triassic age with more or less certainty, there aie some rocks 
coloured brown on the accompanying map, in south-east Afghdaistcln and 
in the hills east of India proper, whose true age is doubtful. 

The first of these areas to be dealt with is in southern Afghilnistdn, 
where some un fossiliferous slates have been coloured on the map as 
carbon-trias. They form the Khwdja Amran range, the hills north of the 
Pishin valley, and on either side of the upper Zhob valley. Theyaie 
slates and quartzites, whose similarity to the slates of the Simla area 
has more than once been noticed. In the first published description 
they were regarded as a flysch type of the nummulitic shales and lime- 
stones to the east of Quetta.* Subsequently the same observer considered 
that they were more probably lower cretaceous, ^ but in the absence of fossil 
evidence there is no more ground for this than almost any other corre- 
lation. One thing seems certain, that they are not altered nummulitics, 
for near Spira Raga, on the frontier road to Pishin, the same beds are 


* Dr. Noetling’s discovery of siluiian fossils 
in the similar limestone of the Shau htfis 
makes it possible that this limestone is Silu- 


rian not carboniferous. 

* Memoirs, XVIII, 32. (1881). 
« Recoid., XVIII, 59.(1885). 
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found within a few miles of typical nummulitics which show all the groups 
.characteristic of that series in Baluchistan.' 

In this neighbourhood and in the hills bounding the upper Zhob valley 
about Hindubdgh, the beds are penetrated by intrusions of serpentinous 
rock, porphyritic with crystals of diallage, precisely resembling the intru- 
sive serpentine of Burma and Manipur. Among the slates a bed con- 
taining subangular fragments, ranging to six feet in diameter, was observed. 
The bed very much resembles the Blaini boulder bed of the Simla area, 
but no great weight can be attached to a single isolated observation like 
this. It has, however, taken in conjunction with the general lithological 
facies, and the resemblance of the serpentine intrusions to those of the 
Arakan hills, been allowed to influence the choice of the colour to be 
adopted in the map, and these rocks have been coloured as carbon-trias, 
with a warning note that the age is unknown and may very likely be 
younger than that indicated by the colour. 

There is some independent evidence of the possibility of triassic rocks 
being found in Baluchistan, for Dr. Cook has recorded the finding of 
Qrthoceras near Khel4t. The other fossils found for the most part indi- 
cate a cretaceous horizon and the section as described fits in very well 
with the known cretaceous and tertiary groups of Baluchistan ; there can 
then be no doubt of its correctness. On this ground it might be natural 
question the identification, but the brief description Dr. Carter gives is 
incompatible with the idea that it was a BaculUesox the phragmocone of a 
Belemnite? It is more probable that there is an undetected unconformity, 
and that both the cretaceous and the trias are represented in the section. 

Between the Irawadi valley and the Arakan coast a tract of country 
has been coloured as carbon-trias on the map, with a note against it that 
newer rocks are known to occur and probably form a large portion of the 
area. The beds so mapped compose the Arakan Yoma, a forest clad 
range only traversed by a single road and by a few difficult paths at wide 
intervals, and, in general, absolutely inaccessible, except along the* 
tortuous beds of streams. Anything like satisfactory geological surveying 
becomes almost impossible in such a region, unless some well marked 
and prominent beds occur to afford a clue to the stratigraphy, or fossili- 
ferous belts are numerous. In the Arakan range neither is the case, the 
rocks of the main range consist of rather hard sandstones and shales, 
greatly squeezed, contorted, and broken, traversed by numerous small veins 
of quartz, often slaty, and sometimes schistose, but there is a marked, 
deficiency of any conspicuous strata. 1 he few bands of limestone 
which occur are thin, isolated, and as a rule unfossiliferous. The rocks on 

' R. D. Oldham, MS Report, 1891. It is I they appear to be cortlruoi-s with them. 

not established that these rocks are the same j ‘ Jouu Bcmlny, Bt, Roy A$. Soc. VI, 190, 
as those of the Khwilja Amian range, though (1892). 
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the western, or Arakan, side of the range seem, on the whole, less altered 
than those on the eastern, or Pegu, slope, and unaltered nuininulitic 
rocks appear, on both sides throughout a great part of the area, although 
not continuously on the outer spurs. 

The crushed, hardened, and somewhat altered rocks of the Arakan 
Yoma were originally separated by Mr. Theobald from the newer-looking 
nummulitics under the name of axials, and considered as comprising 
the oldest tertiary beds and their immediate predecessors in the series. 
Although there is a well marked difference between the nummulitic beds 
and the axials, there is no distinct break between them. The two pre- 
sent an appearance of conformity, and it is far from clear that some of the 
axials are not merely nummulitic strata, greatly crushed and contorted. 
But subsequent to the preliminary examination of the area, a cretace- 
ous ammonite was found in Arakan, and amongst some rather obscure 
fossils discovered near the former frontier of British and Native Burma, west 
of Thayetmyo, were a few specimens referred by Dr. Stoliczka to the 
typically upper triassic Halobia lommeli. It became, therefore, neces- 
sary to distinguish both triassic and cretaceous beds amongst the axial 
rocks of the Arakan range. 

To the former has been referred a series of hard sandstones and 
shales, with grits and conglomeratej^, and a few bands of impure lime- 
stone, which form the crest of the Arakan range at the old frontier 
of Lower Burma, and extend southward, nearly to the parallel of Prome. 
The only characteristic beds are some white speckled grits, interbedded 
with shales and sandstones, and attaining a 'thickness of 1,300 feet, in 
the Hhva (Lohwa) stream, 35 miles west of Thayetmyo ; a band of dark 
blue shale, part of which is calcareous, 33 feet thick below the grits with 
conglomerate; and some thick bedded shales, passing into massive sandy 
shales wdth hard nodv|les interspersed, attaining a thickness of 1 10 feet, 
and containing a Cardita and some undetermined Ga^ttro[)oda, The 
calcareous conglomerate passes into a rubbly limestone, and appears 
identical with the beds containing the supposed IJalobia lo 77 t 77 teli. To the 
northward a band of limestone, much thicker and purer than that of the 
Hlvva stream, has been traced in seveial places. The speckled grits and 
conglomerates are, how’ever, more conspicuous and more characteristic, 
and it is mainly by means of them that the area of supposed triassic beds 
was mapped. 

The whole thickness of the group appears to be rather less than 6,000 
feet, the characteristic beds just noticed being near, but not at the base of 
the group. To the eastward these beds are in contact with nummulitic 
strata ; to the westward it is believed that cretaceous beds come in, but the 
country is difficult of access, and has not been surveyed. I'he area occu- 
pied within the limits of Lower Burma is elengately triangular, broadest 
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at the frontier, \\hcrc it extends for fifteen miles from east to west, and 
terminating in a point to the southward, west-by-north of Prome.^ 

The remainder of the rocks forming the Arakan Yoma, excluding those 
of cretaceous age, are either unfossiliferous or the few organisms wdiich 
have been detected, mostly the indistinct remains of plants and mollusca, 
are insufficient to afford any trustworthy indication of age. They have 
been classed by Mr. Theobald as Negrais rocks, the name being derived 
from Cape Negrais, the south-western point of Pegu, and the extreme 
southern termination of the Arakan Yoma. 

The Negrais rocks differ in no important particulars from the beds 
already noticed. They consist principally of hardened and contorted sand- 
stones and shales, intersected throughout by numerous small veins of quartz 
and carbonate of lime. Limestone is not of common occurrentc. Where 
seen, it does not generally appear in regular strata, but in huge detached 
blocks imbedded in the shales and sandstones, as if the latter had yielded 
without fractuie to the pressure which dislocated the limestone. Conglo- 
merates also occur, sometimes passing into breccias. 

The alteration of these beds is most capricious and irregular. Fre- 
quently for a long distance they are apparently unchanged, except in being 
somewhat hardened ; then they become cherty, slaty, or sub-schistose, 
and cut up by quartz veins. One not uncommon form of alteration is 
exhibited by the rocks affecting a greenish hue, due to the presence of 
chlorite, such rocks being generally much cut up by quartz veins. In a 
few instances, apart from the serpentine intrusions to be mentioned pre- 
sently, irregular dykelike masses of either serpentine or a decomposed 
.stcatitic .rock are found, but this is far from being of frequent occurrence. 
A more common form of alteration, seen along the coast north of Cape 
Negrais, is a[)parently due to the Infiltration of silica in large quantities, 
and is shown by the intense, and often abrupt, alteration of beds of sand- 
stone into cherty masses. 

No satisfactory classification of these the main rocks of the Arakan 
Yoma has been practicable. They must be of great thickness, but the 
stratification is too confused for a clear idea as to the succession of dif- 
ferent strata to be formed, in the absence of any well defined horizon. 
Some of them appear to be a continuation of the Ma-i, or cretaceous group, 
but on the other hand it is impossible to draw any definite line ol 
boundary between the hill rocks and the nummulitics of Pegu. In 

* It must be remembered that the specimen numinulites, and make it probable that most 
ascribed to Halobia lommeli was a mutilated of the rocks of the Arakan Yoma are lower 
and ill preserved one. Recent investigations, tertiary. As the results have not yet been 
conducted while this work was passing through fully worked out, the text is allowed to stand 
the press, and as yet incomplete, have shown substantially as originally written, 
that the supposc^d triassic rocks contain 
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Pegu, away from the base of the hills, comparatively soft, unaltered, fossi- 
liforous beds belonging to the older tertiary period, are found, which appear 
to rest upon the hill beds, for, away from the axis of the range, both have 
an eastwarclly dip. The two rocks contrast strongly, the niimmulitics be- 
ing soft and unchanged, the hill beds hardened, ciusl cd, and in places 
almost schistose, but it is impossible to fix a precise limit to either. 
The two are never seen in contact, there is no evidence that they are 
faulted against eacli other, and there appears to be a belt, often two or three 
miles wide, of rock in an intermediate condition. It appears possible 
that the rocks of the Arakan Yoma comprise representatives, slightly 
altered, of both cretaceous and nummulitic rocks, but there is no clear 
pi i»of that these Arakan Yoma beds are identical with the Pegu nummit- 
litics, and it appears best to distinguish the hill rocks by a separate name, 
though it has hitherto proved impossible to draw a line between the 
two 

From the foregoing description it will be seen tliat fossils have only 
been found at two places near the northern limit of the coloured area, and 
that there is no certainty as to the extent of the older locks they indi- 
cate. The Negrais group was originally regarded as veiy )Ossibly num- 
mulitic, the lithological difference and greater induration, as compared 
with the undoubted nummulitics of Pegu, being attributed to the dis- 
turbance it bad undergone. It is very doubtful, liowever, wdiether the 
explanation is sufficient, and in view of (he probability of their distinct- 
ness, and of the fact that they are described as exhibiting a greater degree 
of induration than tlie beds which were supposed to be cretaceous, it has 
been considered advi'^able to adopt the course pursued in the preparation 
of the accompanying map, and colour them the same as the rocks knonn 
to be of carboniferous and triassic age, appending a A\arning note that 
their true age is unknown. 


The intrusive serpentine which has already been noticed generally 
occurs as irregular shaped bosses of varying dimensions,^ but dykes 
also occur, especially north-west of Prome. The rock is a characteristic 
dark coloured serpentine. It frequently becomes a gahbro, contains 
porphyritic crystals of bronzitc, and is intersected by veins of gold coloured 
chrysotile, oi, sometimes, of carbonate of magnesia. Occasionally it ap- 
J^ears to be replaced by a form of greenstone which may possibly be dis- 
tinct, although the two rocks occur in the same neighbourhood. 'J'he hills 
formed of serpentine may be distinguished at a distance by their 
barrenness. They appear to support little except grAss and a few bushes, 
while the greenstone hills are covered with luxuriant forest. In all 
• None are safHciently large to be marked on the map issued Jierevrith. 
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pro!)ability the serpentine and greenstone outbursts were originally the 
same or nearly the same, and the former rock has undergone a chemical 
change. 

In the neighbourhood of some of the larger masses of serpentine the 
sandstones and shales are converted into greenstone and rhloritic schist, 
but the effect varies, and in some instances the neighbouring rocks appear 
almost unaltered. It is, however, worthy of notice that, except far to the 
northwards, all the outbursts of serpentine appear confined to the Pegu, 
or eastern, side of the range, and that, as has already been stated, the rocks 
on this exhibit, as a rule, more alteration than those on the western 
slopes of Arakan. To the northward, near the northern frontier of Pegu, 
serpentine occurs on the highest hills of the Yoma, and, in one instance 
at least, on the western side, but elsewhere all the outbursts detected 
arc not only east of the main range, but near the eastern limit of the hill 
rocks. Not a single intrus^ion has been detected in the unalten'd num- 
mulitic rocks. 

It is unnecessary to describe the distribution of the serpentine masses 
in any detail. They are principally collected iu three giou[)s, the most 
northern of which consists of the largest mass known, a horseshoe shaped 
intrusion, some five miles in length, forming the Bidoung hdl, nearly due 
nest of Tliayctmyo. Several masses occur nortli»north-west of Prome, 
and one of these, forming a long dykelike mass for about five miles 
along the boundary between the nummnlitics and the supposed trias, 
appears to alter the triassic rocks, but not the niimmuiitic beds, although 
the-' latter are greatly crushed. Probably the diff n c is owing to the 
eastern boundary being a fault. The third group is west of Hcn/ada, where 
twenty-one distinct and isolated intrusions occur, scattered ovei a length of 
twenty- six miles from north lo south, close to the edge of the unaltered 
nummulitic area. The largest of these masses is about tlirec miles long 
by perhaps lialf a mile broad, but the majority are less than a mile in 
diameter. Besides the principal grouos a few small and unimportant 
outbursts are found isolated here and there, but none are found south 
of the area west of Heuzada. 


Further north a series of slates and indurated sandstones, which very 
much resemble the axial beds of Burma, is found in Manipur. They 
occupy the hills surrounding the valley of Manipur, and are penetrated by 
intrusive serpentine of the same type as in Burma. The intrusions, more- 
over, are confined to he neighbourhood of the eastern limit of the hill rock'>. 
Our only information regarding the geology of Manipur^ is derived from 

. ^ Memoirs , XIX, 2I7* (*^^ 3 )' 
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rapid traverses, where the movt meats of the geologist were determined by 
political considerations, and there is consequently no detailed information 
available. It was believed, however, that two unconformable, pretertiary, 
rock series were observed, the upper one being composed of red slaty shales 
overlaid by limestones, lithologically identical with those of the Ma-1 group 
in Arakan. Some beds of volcanic ash, observed on the slopes of the 
Kacbao mountain, were believed to be attributable to this group, but the 
correlation is questionable. 

The rocks seen in Manipur, show some resemblance to those of the 
carbonaceous system of the Simla area, though the disturbance they have 
undergone is less intense. A bed of conglomeratic slate, containing 
rounded boulders of quartzite imbedded in a fine grained matrix, resem- 
bling ill structure the conglomeratic slates of the Blaini group, was seen 
on the road between Manipur and Kohima associated with black car- 
boftaceous slates. 

Further to the north, in upper Assam, Mr. Mallet distinguished, under 
the name of Disang, a group of shales overlaid by sandstones, which are 
separated by a faulted boundary from the coal measures and overlying 
tertiary rocks lying between them and the alluvial plain of the Brahma- 
putra valley.* So far as their lithology goes, they agree fairly well nith 
the older rocks of Manipur and the N^gd hills, and have been coloured the 
same on the map, though their true age is very uncertain. 


» Memoirs, Xfl, 2 S 6 C» 8 ' 76 ) 
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GondwAna System— Probably of fluviatile origin— Relation to pres-nt river vallcvs-Oivision 
into groups -Lower GondwAnaS— Talchir group -Karlmrbdri group- Dainuda seiics- 
Barakar group— Ironstone shales -R An fganj group - Mv.tur and B jori groups-Kamthi 
group- Paiichct group- Almod group— Upper GondwAnas— Mahddeva beds-Raj- 
mahdl series- in the RajniahAl hills— and on the east coast— Ko*a-MaIeri group— Chiki- 
dla group— Jabalpur group -Plantbearing beds bf Cutch and KathiawAr. 

'Fhe upper palaeozoic and older and middle mesozoic formations of 
other countries are represented in the Indian Peninsula by a great 
system of beds, chiefly composed of sandstones and shales, which, except 
for some exposures along the east coavSt, appear to have been entirely 
deposited in fresh water, and probably by rivers. Remains of animals 
arc very rare in these rocks, and the few which have hitherto been found 
belong to the lower vertebrate classes of reptiles, amphibians, and 
fishes. Plant remains are more common, and evidence of several succes- 
sive floras has been detected. The subdivisions of this great plant 
bearing series have been described under a number of local names, of 
which the oldest, and best known, are Takhir, Damuda^ MahAdeva, and 
R^jmah^l, but the term Gondwdna has now been adopted by the Geological 
Survey for the whole system. '1 his term is derived from the old namt' 
for the countries south of the NarbadA valley, which were formerly Gond ^ 
kingdoms, and now form the Jabalpur, Nagpur, and Chhaiisgarh divisions 
of the Central Provinces. In this region of GondwAna the most complete 
sequence of the formations constituting* the present rock system is to be 
found. 

'Taken as a whole, the Gondwdna system has a wide extension in the 
Indian Peninsula, but in extra-penin-ular India, its representatives have 
hitherto only been detected in north-western AfghAnistAn and along 
the base of the eastern Himalayas in Sikkim, Bhutan, and the AkA and 


* More correctly Tatcher and DAmodar, but 
the spelling in the text has been so universally 
used that it is retained when the names are 
used In their acquired geological sense. The 
more modern and correct spelling is adopted 
when they are used geographically. 


* For the information of non-Indian readers 
it may be well to add that the Gond is one of 
the principal Dravidian, or so called aborigi- 
nal, tribes, who are believed to have inhabited 
the country before the advent of the Aryan 
Hindu rate. 
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Daphli hills..* Representatives of the highest Gondwina groups are found 
in Cutch, resting upon marine Jurassic rocks and capped by neocomian 
beds ; some rocks containing plant remains, which underlie Jurassic 
limestones in the desert between the Indus and the Ardvallis, closely 
resemble portions of the GondwAna series in lithological characters, 
while representatives of beds high in the Gondwdna series, in this case 
Ireqiiently containing marine fo.'sils, extend down the east coast. But, 
with these exceptions, no representatives of the system are found in the 
Peninsula north of the valleys of the NarbadA * and Son, nor south-west 
of a line drawn from the sea at Masuli patam through Kamamet and 
Warangal, north east of HaidardbAd, till it enters the trap area near 
Nirmal. The main areas of Gondwdna rocks are in the Rijmahdl hills 
and Ddmodar valley in Bengal, the Tributary Mahdls of Orissa, Chhatis- 
garh, Chutid Ndgpur, the upper Son valley, the Sdtpura range south of 
the Narbadd valley, and the Goddvari basin. 

It has already been mentioned that, wi th the few exceptions noted, the 
whole of the Gone! vv ana series is believed to consist of strata deposited in 
fresh water, and the only question which arises is whether the beds are 
lacustrine or fluviatile. 1 he coarseness of the locks in gcneial, the pic- 
valence of sandstones, and the fiequent occurrence of bands of conglo- 
merate, rendei it impiobable that these strata are of lacustrine origin, while 
the absence of mollusca almost throughout is, on the w'hole, rather more 
consistent with river than lake deposits, although it is difficult to a< count 
for on either hypothesis. The few fish and reptiles which occur might have 
inhabited either lakes or rivers, and the Estherix^ which are common in 
several subdivisions of the series, might either have lived in lakes or in 
the great pools and marshes wdiich often occupy so large an area in broad 
river valleys. The plants might have been preserved amongst either 
lacustrine or fluviatile deposits, except that it is difficult to conceive the 
formation of beds of coal at the bottom of lakes. It is more probable that 
the coal originated in marshy forests, such as frequently occur in the valley 
plains of rivers. The physical characters of the strata, the frequent alter- 
nation of coarse and fine beds, the frequency of current marking on the 
finer shales and of oblique lami nation, due to deposition by a current, in 
the coarser sandstones, and the circumstance of the upper portions of a 
bed, such as a coal seam, being locally worn and denuded w’hen a coarse 

' Mallet, Mevioits, Vol. XI, 14, (1874) » probable, it has not been confirmed by the 
Godwin-Austen, Jour. As, Soc. Beng.^ XLIV, discovery of fossils, 

pt ii» 37 » (1^75). La Touche, Records^ * Outcrops have been found north of the river 
XVIII, 121 ,(1885) Perhaps the occurrence of a Narbadd westward of Hoshangdbdd, but far 
representative of the Rdjmahdl stratified traps south the watershed. The Narbadd, above 
on the flanks of the Khdsi hills might be the neighbourhood ot Jabalpur, runs south of 
quoted as another instance, but though the the general line of division, and Gondwdna 
identification of the two sets of beds is highly rocks occur north of the liver. 
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sandstone is deposited upon it, a phenomenon of frequent occurience, 
are quite consistent with the theory of deposition in a river valley, but op- 
posed to the conception of lacustrine origin. A river constantly changes iti» 
course, and deposits coarse sediment near its channel and liner nuUcrials 
from the overllovv of its flood wateis, the area within which each form of 
sediment is deposited varying frequently. In a lake the coarse deposits 
must be limited to the margin, and liner sediment accumulates away from 
the shore, wln^re there is no current to sweep away the suiface of a re- 
cently deposited coal or shale bed, and to throw down coarse sand in its 
place. On the whole, the evidence is decidedly in favour of a fluviatile 
origin for the Gondwdna rocks, and it is probable that they were deposited 
in a great river valley, or series of river valleys, not unlike those which form 
the Indo-Gangetic plains at the present day. There is a possible excep- 
tion in the lowest beds of the series, the line silts which form the base- 
ment beds of the Talchir group. These may be of lacustrine oiigir, but 
there is no clear proof that they are, and their remarkably persistcMit char- 
acter throughout an immense tract of country is rather opposed to the 
idea of their having been formed in a lake or a series of lakes. 


Concerning the i elutions of this great series to the older and newer 
formations in India but little can be said. No older fossiliferous deposits 
aie known in the area to w'hich the Goiidwdna rocks are restricted, and 
wherever these rest upon any older formation, there is complete uncoii- 
foimily between the two. The areas in which the upper Vindhyan and 
Gondwaiia systems arc exposed being distinct from each other, tlie latter 
have nowhcie been lound in contact with the former, which are tlu 
next series in descending oider, but pebbles of upper Vindhyan rocks aie 
occasionally found in Gondwdna rocks.^ 1 he Talchir and iJamuda forma- 
tions in the country south of Ndgpur, on the Godavari below Sironcha, and 
in the Mahdnadi valley near Sambalpur, occasionally rest unconloimably 
upon strata believed to belong to the Cuddapah or lower Vindhyan series/ 
but in general theGondwdna beds aie found to have been deposited upon 
me tarn Orphic rocks. 

On tne other hand, the rocks of the Gondw ina scries are but rarely 
covered at all by a higher formation, except where the Deccan traps 
and their associated inlratrappeaii formation, the Lameld group, ie.^t 
unconformably upon the vaiious subdivisit/iis of the Gondwana series, from 
the lowest to the highest, in the Narbada valley and the Nagpur country. 
There are, however, localities in India in which sedimentary formations of 
cretaceous age rest upon upper Gondw ina beds. The first of these is in 


* Manuai, ed.> 205 ; 
1872.) 


M^uious, IX, 304. 1 


Supia, p 91. 
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Cutch, where the Umia group, containing some fossil plants, found also 
in the uppermost Gondwdna beds in the Narbadd valley, underlies a 
stratum containing Cephalopoda of upper neocomian (Aptian) age. The 
second is in the Narbadd valley near Bdrwai, where Bagh beds (upper 
greensand or cenomanian) rest unconformably on representatives of the 
upper Gondwdna series. The remaining two localities are near the east 
coast. One is in southern India, at Utatiir, north of Trichinopoli, whe/e 
the plant beds containing Rdjmahal fossils underlie the Utatur (ceno- 
inanian) group, unconformably in places but elsewhere with apparent 
conformity. 1 astly near Ellore, where the upper Gondwdna beds con- 
tain Rajmahdl plants, ami maiine fossils of upper jurassic age occur 
in the higher layers, the age of the strata resting unconformably upon 
the Gondwina strata is not equally well defined. The overlying beds 
consist of two fossiliferous bands, one underlying a flow of basalt believed 
to belong to the Deccan trap series, the other interstratified between the 
lower basaltic flow and a higher one. The igneous beds, like the Deccan 
traps elsewhere, are believed to be of uppermost cretaceous or lowest 
tertiary age, but the fossils in the upper, or intertrappean, bed differ from 
those in the lower, or infratrappean, and it has not hitherto been practicable 
to refer either to a definite horizon. Neither bed, however, can be older 
than upper cretaceous. 


The manner in which the areas of Gondudna rocks are distributed 
throughout the country is peculiar, and there ia still .some difference of 
opinion concerning the interpretation to be placed on their mode of 
occurrence. As a general rule, these rocks are found occupying ba in 
shaped depressions in the older formations, and such depressions some- 
times, though not always, nor even generally, corrc'^pond to the existing 
river valleys. Occasionally the basins of Gondvvdna b ds are scattered 
over the surface of the country, as in Birbhum, and in this case there 
can be no doubt of their representing the undenuded remains of strata 
which were once continuous over a much larger area. Whether the 
basins now remaining owe their preservation to di^^turbance of their ori- 
ginally horizontal position, and to their having been preserved from denu- 
dation through having sunk to a louer level than neighbouring portions of 
the same bed, or whether they were originally deposited in hollows in the 
older beds, is a point on which opinions differ. 1 here can be no question 
that the former is the explanation of these basins having been preserved 
in some instances, but cases nmy al.*?o be cited in favour of the latter 
view, and it is certain that the Gondwana beds were originally deposited 
on an uneven surface. 

A few instances will suffice to show the phenomena presented in the 
Ddmodar valley in western Bengal, where some of the most important 
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and best known Gondw^na coal-fields occur. A number of detached 
basins are found, all in low ground on the banks of the river, and all 
presenting the very remarkable peculiarities that the lowest groups 
appear on the northern side of the basin, that there is a general dip from 
north to south, and that all are cut off abruptly on the southern edge, 
which in most cases is a straight or nearly straight line. Similar geolo- 
gical relations exist in many other areas* although the beds are not 
always, as in the DAmodar area, confined to the valley of a single liver. 
Thus, in the great basin of south Rew<i and Sarguja, again in the ^atpura 
area, and especially in the T^lcher field in Orissa, the rocks dip iiom 
one side of the basin, and are cut off on the other, but in all these cases 
the general dip is north, not south, and the beds are abruptly cut off 
along the northern border. 'I he exact directions of the abrupt east and 
west boundaries vary, but they are ahvays the same, or nearly tlu 
same, throughout each tract of country, that is to say, the boundaries of 
different fields are parallel to each other, and they are also, as a luie, 
identical in direction w'lth the foliation of the underlying gneiss. In 
some cases, and especially in the northein part of the great area whicii 
occupies so large a portion of the Godivari valley, both boundaries, wdiic'h 
run neaily north-west to south-east in the last named case, are straight, 
neatly parallel, and abrupt. 

1 hese abrupt boundaries are almost invariably accompanied by con- 
siderable disturbance of the beds in their neighbourhood. In some cases 
there is strong evidence that such boundaries are great faults, one of the 
best proofs being that the fault occasionally divides, as along the north- 
ern edge of the 'lalcher field, and beds belonging to the lowest grouj> 
are exposed betw^een the different subdivisions of the main dislocation, 
the low'est Gondw^na group (the Talchir in the instance mentioned) 
being faulted against Kdmthi beds, much higher in the Gondwdna system 
on one side, and against metamorphics on the other. In some cases, as. 
along the boundary of the Tdlcher field and also on the e£istern portion 
of the northern boundary in the Soh^pur field, the line of fault is marked 
by a breccia, containing fragments of the Gondw^na sandstones. It is 
generally considered that all the fields which are bounded by an abrupt 
line cutting them off on one or both sides (and these, as wdll be seen, 
comprise a very large majority of the basins known) occupy areas of de- 
pression, produced subsequently to the deposition of the beds by a fault 
along the abrupt boundary, the connection of^ existing river valle>s 
with these Gondw^na are<» being dependent on the fact that, the Gond- 
wdna rocks being much softer than the Vindhyan, transition, or meta- 
morphicbeds upon which they rest, the rivers have worn their way through 
the easiest channel, -in short, that the existing drainage, so far as it 
coincides with the distribution of the (iondw^na rocks, has been deter- 
mined by the disposition of those rocks, produced by disturbance and 
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denudation, <nnd has no necebsaiy ronnection with their original areas of 
deposition. 

A different view is held by others. They consider that, with a few ex- 
ceptions, there is no sufficient evidence of faulting, that the appearance 
of straightness in the boundaries is partly fallacious and due to the rocks 
being ill seen at the surface, that the abrupt boundaries are caused by the 
deposition of the Gondwina rocks against cliffs forming the original sides 
of river valleys, and that the present disposition of the beds is a close 
approximation to that of the original areas in which they were deposited. 
They consider further that the vertical development of the different groups 
vaiies so much within small distances that there is no leason to believe that 
any great thickness of beds abuts against the abiupt cliff like boundaries, 
and that tliere is evidence in some cases that the different groups thin 
out towards the margins of the existing basins. They conclude Ihc^t the 
present liver valleys differ but little from those which existed in inesozoic 
times. 

It is possible that there may be some truth in both views. It should 
be remembeicd tliat the conflict of opinion in this case is between ob- 
servers who have chiefly been engaged in mapping widely separated 
regions^ The view that the present basins closely coirespond to ancient 
areas of dt position being supported chiefly by observations made in the 
Sou and Narbacli vallc}S, and the opposite opinion, that the present Gonii- 
vvdna basins are chiefly due to faulting, being held by geologists who 
have especially studied the Gondv\4na rocks of Bengal, Orissa, and the 
Goddvari valley. The ptrongest arguments against the existence ol 
faults along the abiupt boundaries of the various Gondw^na fields is 
founded on the fact that, in the Salpura field to the soutii of the Narbada 
valley, ceitain of the uppermost Goiidvvdna beds overlap the boundary, 
but this may be due to the circumstance that the supposed line of fault, 
which cuts off the field on the noithward throughout the greater poition 
of its extent, is more ancient than the topmost groups of the Gondw'ina 
series. A difficulty in the w^ay of admitting that the abrupt bound- 
aries of the Ddinodar fields are due to deposition against inland cliffs 
is to be found in the improbability that all such precipices should be found 
on one side of a river valley, while there are some important observations 
in favour of the limits of the basins in the Daniodar valley being due to 
disturbance. Talchirand Damuda beds are found on the Haziribagh table- 
land, immediately north of the Ddinodar valley, at a height of about i,oco 
feet above the surface of the same rocks in the valley itself, and the 
presence of fragments, apparently derived from lower Gondwdna beds, in 
a conglomerate at a similar or higher elevation on the Chutid Nagpur 
highland to the southward points to the former existence of the parent 
u»ck at a still greater elevation, hi either case there is evidence ot 
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disturbance for the low level exposures must ba\e been depressed, or the 
high level ones elevated; in other woids, the Gondw^nas must have under- 
gone disturbance since they were deposited, and this disturbance cannot 
ha\e been ^^ithout effect on the present limitation of the outcrops. 


The tracts of country occupied by rocks of the Gondwdna series are, 
as a rule, covered with a poor sandy soil and ill suited for cultivation. The 
result is that, in many parts of India, they form wild uninhabited forests. 
Such tracts are always the last to be surveyed topographically, and, as a 
rule, minor details are omitted on the maps prepared. Moreover the upper 
(jondw^na recks are principally sandstones and decompose readily into 
loose sand, which coverrs the whole surface of the country and greatiy 
conceals the rocks. These two circumstances — deficiency of maps and 
concealment of the surface — have combined to delay the geological sur- 
vey of the upper (jondwdna formations, and to render the exaniiiiaiion 
cif the beds exceptionally tedious and difficult. 

'Ihe groups of which the Gondwdria s> stern is composed vary greatly, 
both in number; and mineral character, in the several isolated areas in 
w^hich they arc found, the variation being much greater amongst the middle 
and upper than amongst the lower members ol the serres. The two 
lowest Gondwilna groups, the "1 alchir and Barakar, which consist largely 
of shales, W'hilst the uppermost formations are chiefly composed of coarse 
sandstone, grit, and conglomerate, preserve their mintial ( hatacter almost 
unchanged throughout the area in which the lower Gondwina beds are 
known to occur. 

The system may be divided into an upper and a lower series, the dis- 
tinction having been first established in western Bengal, where it is of a 
most trenchant nature, characterised by a marked stratigraphic al discoid- 
*ince, by an almost complete absence of any species common to the 
two divisions, and an utter change in the type of the flora, equisetaceous 
plants prevailing in the lower subdivision, and cycads and conifers in 
the upper, ^ ferns being found commonly in both. Some Equisctacew 
occur, however, in the upper Gondwdnas, and several species of cycads 
and conifers in the low’er, but the genera are in most cases distinct in 
the two subdivisions. As the examination of the Gondw^dna system in 
the Sitpura ranges and in south Rew4 has progressed, it has been tound 
that the stratigraphical break there is not neaily so marked, and it is pos- 
sible that a number of distinct floras will ultimately be found, bridging over 
the gap in western Bengal. 


^ The Mahiideva ^eries has, however, hitherto pio\cd almost unf issil'^cious. 
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1 .— The Lower GondwAna Series. 

1 lie lowest member of the Gondxvdna system is known as the Talchir 
group, thus named from its having been first clearly distiiiguished in the 
small district of Tdlcher^ one of the tributary mahdls of Orissa. When 
present and it is rarely absent over a large area — this group forms the 
base of the GondwAna series, and consists in general of fine silty shales 
and fine soft sandstone. The shales arc usually of a greenish grey or olive 
colour, sometimes slaty. They are of exceedingly fine texture, traversed 
by innumerable joints, and break up into minute, thin, angular frag- 
inents, sometimes elongate or acicular, which cover the surface of the ground 
in places. Occasionally the shales have a dull Indian red colour, but this is 
not common. They are frequently mentioned in the Survey reports under 
tlie name of mudstones and needleshales. Not unfreqiu ntly they are some- 
what calcareous, and in some places large concretionary masses of impure 
carbonate of lime have been found amongst them. 

The most characteristic sandstones are soft, fine, and homogeneous 
in texture, composed chiefly of quartz and undecomposed pink felspar, and 
in colour pale greenish grey, buff, or pale pinkish, almost of a flesh tint. 
They are frequently rather massive, though distinctly stialifled, but they are 
also commonly interstratificd in thin layers wdth the shales. In many 
places they break up, wdicre exposed on the surface, into polygonal frag- 
ments, three or four inches across, whence they have been called tesselated 
sandstones. 

These beds pass into coarser sandstones of less marked character, 
which vary in colour, and are sometimes, though rarely, conglomeratic. 
It is an almost invariable rule, contrary to what is found to be the case 
in most rocks, that in the Talchir group the beds of finest texture, the 
skales, are found at the base, and that the sandstones are higher in 
position, the coarser sandstones, moreover, overlying those of finer texture. 
A thin coal ^eam has been found amongst the Talchir beds in the 
Jhilmilli field, in Sarguja*, but this formation is, as a rule, distinguished 
by the absence of coal seams, and even of carbonaceous shale. 

There are three peculiarities of the Talchir group which still require 
notice, as all of them are of considerable importance. 

The first is the frequent occurrence, amongst the shales and fine sand- 
stones, generally towards the base of the group, but very frequently some 
hundreds of feet above the bottom, ol pebbles and boulders, always rolled and 
usually well rounded, varying in size from small fragments quarter of an inch 
or an inch across to huge blocks fifteen feet in diameter and thirty tons in 
weight, fragments from six inches to three feet in diameter being common. 

* MemoUs, I, 46, (1856). I ^Manual, Xbt ed., 205. 
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The (listribui'on of the botihlers is most ii regular, in some parts of the area 
occupied by Talchir beds none are to be found over many square miles of 
country, but geneially some are met with at intervals, and occasionally 
large numbers occur witbin a limited tract. 

In very many instances there is every probability that the boulders 
have been tiansported from a distance, no rocks of similar character 
being found in the neighbourhood If only one or two such cases had been 
observed, it might be supposed that the rock, from which the blocks were 
derived, had formerly existed in the immediate vicinity and been 
removed by denudation, but the cases in which there is reason to believe 
that the rounded blocks liave been transported from afar are so numerous 
that this theory cannot be accepted. The boulders, it should be remembered, 
are frequently found imbedded in the finest silt. It is evident that deposi- 
tion from Water in rapid motion is liere out of the question, as any stieam 
which could have moved and rounded the boulders would have swept 
away the silty matrix in which they are deposited, and the only 
suggestion, as to the cause of their occurrence, which appears to account 
satisfactorily for their presence, is to suppose that they were originally 
rounded by torrents and then transported to their linal position by 
ice. 1 his theory has received strong confirmation from the discovery of 
smoothed and scratched sui faces on some of the large boulJcis found on 
the banks of the PcngaiigA river, about ten miles west-aouth-west of 
Chdndd, Central Provinces.^ The suifcice of the limestone rock iinder- 
lying the Falchirs was also in this^ case found to be polished, scratched, 
and grooved. 

The second peculiarity is the remarkable resemblance to a volcanic 
rock occasionally presented by the more compact forms of shale, and by i 
variety of the sandstone. So great is the similarity between the shale and 
a consolidated volcanic ash that two experienced surveyors liave, at different 
times, marked the beds as trappean, whilst the sandstone occasionally 
simulates a decomposed basalt in colour and mode of \veatheiing. 

The third noteworthy feature of the Talchir beds is tlieir power of 
resisting disintegration, and the entire barrenness, provided they are not 
covered by alluvial deposits derived from other rocks, of the ground 
where they appear at the surface, a natural consequence of their not 
decomposing to form soil. In many places along the edges of the coal- 
fields, where the Talchir beds occupy the ground, it is possible to walk for 
miles through very thin jungles, free from grass, over a surface composed 
entirely of the finely comminuted greenish grey shales. 

South of the Pengangi river a peculiar rock was found by Mr. Feddeii 
in the Talchirs near Charli^ and again in the Khairgaon nala west of 

> T. Oldham, Memoirs, IX, 324, (1872) ; Fedden, Records, VIII, 16, (1875). 
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Ndndg^aon. It is a calcareous sandstone, whose calcnreoiH comont has 
assumed the form of ophilic crystalline masses quarter of an inch across. 
These crystals have been irregularly attacked in the weathering and the 
rock split up into a number of irregular aggregates of quartz grains, 
separate from each other, but held together by the interlocking of their 
irregularities. The rock, as a whole, has consequently a certain amount of 
flexibility annlagoiis to that of what is known as itacolumite.^ 

The Talchirs preserve all their peculiarities throughout the area in which 
they occur, — an enormous trac t of country, extending from the flanks of the 
R^jmahdl hills to the (ioddvari, and from the Rilniganj held on the borders 
of the alluvium of Lower Bengal to the neighbourhood of Iloshangdbcicl, 
Ndgpur, and Chdndd. 

The thickness of the Talchirs noAvhere appears to exceed about 8(iO 
feet, their extreme measurement where fully developed in part of the 
R^niganj coal-field. 

The fossils^ hitherto discovered in the 'J'alchir rocks arc very few in 
number. Of animal remains only the wing of a neuropterous in«-ect and 
some annelid tracks have bc'en discovered, whilst the plant remains consist 
of Noeg^erailiiopsis and three ferns, Gangamopteris c)clopfcroideSy 

G. angui^ti folia^ and Glossoptcris cofnviiinis. The only evidence of 
vegetable life hitherto found has been in the higher beds of the group, , 
and there is a remarkable absence of plants in the lower shales, which are 
admirably suited for preserving vegetable impressions. Even in the upper 
beds of the group fossils are of singularly rare occurrence. 

Reference has already been made to the possibility of a lacustrine ori- 
gin for the 1 alchir beds, or at least for the lower portion. J he ( hief rea- 
son for suggesting that these beds may have been deposited in lakes is 
the great thickness of very fine sediment accumulated at the base of the 
group, and the very frequent occurrence of much finer beds below than 
above. '1 he latter, on the hypothesis of a laciistriiie origin, may be ex- 
plained by the gradual silting up of a lake basin, in which fine scdimeifl 
would be deposited at a distance from the margin, whilst coaiser beds 
would be thrown down by rivers as their deltas advanced into the lake 
and filled it up. This evidence, however, is quite insufficient by itself to 
prove that the Talchirs are a lacustrine deposit, and it is at least equally 
probable that they were formed in a river valley, like the overlying members 
of the Gondw^na system. 

At the same time the large size of the boulders and their generally 

^ Memoirs, XIII, i6, (1877). Compare the longing: to this and other groups of ihr 
KAlidna flexible sandstone {supra, p, 72) ; see Gondwana system .are taken from Dr. heis- 
also, for a more detailed description, Recoids, mantel’s descriptions in the Pal. ImL, scries 
XXII, 54, (1889). (*877-86). 

* The determinations of fossil plants be- 
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roundotl aspect suggest that they were produced by rapid flowing streams, 
whose beds had a steep gradient. The great unconformity between the 
Talchirs and the underlying rocks points to a long continuance of dry 
land conditions, unfavourable to the accumulation of sediment, and one of 
the first effects of those land movements which caused its accumulation 
might well be to split up the river valleys into large lake basins, and 
steep stream valleys leading into them. Were this the case, all the con- 
ditions essential to the explanation of the features ordinarily exhibited 
by the Talchir boulder bed would be existent, if winter ice were super- 
added ’ 

This explanation is not, however, sufficient to account for the smoothed, 
polished and striated surfaces of the fragments included in the Talchir 
conglomerate, and of the underlying Vindhyan limestones in the Pen- 
gangi valley, which appear to be due to the action of a true glacier. The 
boulder beds largely developed near B^p, in v ester n R^jputina, which can 
hardly be other than of Talchir age, ieing unconformably superimposed 
on the Vindhyan limestones and older than the upper Gondw^na beds 
of this district, contain numerous well glaciated fragments, and a similar 
boulder bed near Pokaran is seen to rest on a surface of older rock, which 
is not only smoothed and striated, but exhibits typical roches montonnt^es. 
In the last named instance there is some possibility that the boulder bed is 
older than Talchir,* but excluding this, there is evidence enough that 
glaciers must have descended to low levels in Talchir times. 


The coal bearing rocks of the Karharbdri coalfield were originally 
assigned to the Barakar group in the publications of the Geological 
^survey, on account of their mineral character and their position im me- 
diately above the Talchir beds. The examination of the Karharbdri 
fossil flora has, however, shown that, whilst all the species known to be 
found in the Talchir beds are repiesented, one of them [Gangamopterts 
^clopteroides) being the commonest fossil of the Karharbdri beds, many 
of the common Damuda fossils are rare or w^anting, and several very re- 
markable species are found which have not hitherto been detected in the 
Damuda series. The peculiar excellence of the coal, and its superiority tc^ 
that obtained from the majority of the Damuda seams, have led to exten- 
sive mining operations in the Karharbdri field, and it has consocjuently been 
possible to obtain good collections of the fossil plants.® It has also been 
noticed that the coal of Karharbari differs in structure from that of the 
Damuda series generally, and a partial re-examination of the field appears 
to justify the inference that there is also a slight distinction between the 


’ W. T. Blanford, Rccotds^ XX, 49, (1887). 

* SuPrOy p. 106 

* These have been chiefly collected by Mr. 
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India.1 Hallway Company's collieries at 
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Karharbiri and Barakar sandstones, although it is as yet uncertain whether 
a passage may not eventually be found between the Karharbdii group 
and the Barakars. The palaeontological evidence hitherto obtained tendS| 
however, to connect the former with the Talchir group, and it appears 
best, for the present, to keep the Karharbdri rocks distinct from the 
overlying Damuda series, under the name of the coalfield in which they 
were first distinguished. 

The rocks of the Karharbiii group consist almost solely of sandstones, 
grits, and conglomerates, with seams cf coal. Very little shale occurs, the 
little which exists being associated with the coal seams. The sandstones 
are mostly white, grey, or brown, and felspathic, often gritty and conglo- 
meratic, from containing laige fragments of felspar and pebbles of quartz. 
Ihe chief distinction between the constituents of the grits and conglo- 
merates forming the Karharbdri group, and those which make up so large 
a portion of the Barakars, is that in the former, and especially in the 
coarser grits and conglomerates, a large proportion of the fragments ol 
lelspar and quartz are angular or subangular, whereas in the Barakars the 
pebbles are, as a rule, particularly well rounded. The coal of Karharbiii 
is rather dull coloured and tolerably homogeneous in structure, the layers 
of very bright jetty coal, which are so conspicuous in the Damuda seams, 
being in general few and ill marked. The seams appear to be somewhat 
variable in thickness, but to undergo very little change in composition 
throughout the small field in which they are found. Some of the seams, 
both in the Barakar and Rdinganj subdivisions of the Damuda series, 
furnish fuel equal in quality to that extracted at Karharbiri, but they are 
much more distinctly laminated. 

The Karharbiri beds rest with apparent conformity on the Talchirs, but 
the former completely overlap the latter in places, within the limits of the 
little Karharbdri field, and the mineral characters of the two groups are 
strongly contrasted. In the west of the Ka»*harbari basin the Talchirs 
attain a thickness of about 500 or 600 feet, whilst, within a distance of less 
than four miles to the eastward, the Karharbari beds rest upon the gneiss. 
It is probable that the highest locks seen within the coalfield may be of 
Barakar age, and there is some slight appearance of the Karharbari beds 
being overlapped by these higher strata, but the overlap is not clear. The 
whole thickness of the KarharbAri group is probably about 500 feet 

Outside the limits of the Karharbari field the Karharblri group has 
been recognised, on palaeontological grounds, at Mohpdni in the Naibada 
valley, in the Diltonganj coalfield and, with considerable degree of proba- 
l)ility, in Hutar and Rewi. The coal in a seam, lying very little above 
the Talchir group, in the Riniganj field resembles the Karbarbiri coal in 
mineral character, and it is probable that this group will be found to have 
a wider distribution than is now known, and to be represented in all those 
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sections whtre the Talclnrs are described as conformable to the beds above 
them. 

The only fossils which have so far been formed in the Karharbari beds 
are plants of which the followinp^ is a list^; those species distinguished 
by an asterisk having also been found in the Damuda beds, while a dagg<«r 


maiks the forms which have been 

EttUISLlACt^ — 

Sihteonctirn^ cf. weriani, 

* Vertehraria indica, 

Filices— 

*\Gaiig(\mopt ris cyclopfer aides 

„ , humid' cn. 

ri majO!'. 

ohhqufL 

t M (ingustifohii 

„ cf sp ithuloli! 

*^Glossoptei'n cofumuuis. 

^ „ damudua. 

„ deetptefis 

^ ,, fndicu 


found in the underlying Talchirs : — 

Fine Es.—contd. 

Sugenoptei i<; (?) stolv zkiviu 

, Glo^so^amifcs s^ohezk inii^ 

fMceggeraihiopsts hi4npi 
CoN'Tl tR/E — 

j Euryp'iylluni whiitianum 

Volizia hetirophylla 
Albei iia, sp. 

Seeds— 

SnmaropsiSi sp. 

Cardiocarpum, sp 

I Carpi h'tfies miUerr 


The Talchir-Karharbai i groups are succeeded by a great sc'ies of beds, 
the Damuda series, which was first examined and described in thc^ 
coalfields of the Ddinodar valley. Nearly all the coalfields of the Indian 
Peninsula owe their mineral wealth to the presence of these beds, the 
Karharbdri being the only otiier important coal bearing group, and tlu'' 
quantity of valuable mineraK contained in the rocks of the Damuda senes 
is probably greater than that of all the other rock groups ot India com- 
bined. 

The Damuda series in Bengal has been found to consist of three 
subdivisions, known in ascending older as the Barakar group, Ironstoiu* 
shales, and R^niganj beds. 1 he fir»t and lowest is also found in the 
Son, Mahitnadi, Narbada, and Goddvari valleys, the upper .subdivisions 
being represented by groups differing in mineral chaiacter from the 
l^engal beds. In the Sdtpiira area the Damuda subdivisions are known 
as the Barakar, Motiir, and Bijori groups, and in the Goditvari valley, 
above the Barakar group, there also the only coal bearing formation, a 
single member of the upper Damuda beds occurs, and is knowm as the 
K^mtln group. A similar arrangement prevails in the Mah^nadi and 
Br^hmani area, only two Damuda subdivisions being found, which appeal 
to correspond to those of the Godavari region. 

The mineral characters and geological relations of all these different 
groups must be described separately. It is suffick^nt for the purpose at 

' Pal. Ind., series xii, III, pt i, (1879 I pl- ( 1882 ). 
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present to note that all consist of sandstones and shales, with more or 
less ferruginous bands, and that some contain coal. Slight unconformity 
between the different groups has been noticed in places, and the Barakar 
beds are frequently unconformable to the Talchirs. The whole thickness 
of the Damuda series is 8,400 feet in the Ranfganj held, and about 10,000 
feet in the Sitpura basin. It thus constitutes the most important portion 
of the Gondwdna system. 

"I he examination of the floras of the different groups of the Damuda 
series has shown that there are slight difierences, but as nearly all the 
species of the Barakar group, and without exception all the more abund- 
ant forms, are also found in the R^niganj group, they liavo been united in 
one list given below.^ The letters /., /«., u. prehxed signify that the 
species have been found in the Lower, Middle, and Upper, or Barakai 
Ironstone or Rdnfganj beds, respectively ; a dagger that it is also known 
from beds of Karharbdri age, and an asterisk that it rang(‘S into rocks 
newer than the Damuda series : — 


EttUISETACE/K — 

♦ t h Schizoriiuragond'ivatiemiii* 

u. IdiyllotJieca tndioa, 
u ? „ / ol usta, 

1. u Ti'isi/giu {Sphenopht/Pufii) spe~ 
ciosiu 

• -f 1. u. Vertehtorid indi<‘iu 


iMLlCfS— 


I. CyiitheOf cf. tvhihatcheffi. 

I. u. Splicnopferis pal yniorplui. 

u. Dickhouui httghe.d. 
ii Alethoptdvis irhithvensts. 
u. „ Uiidleyano. 

u, „ pJiegolteroide^. 

u. Pecokteris affints, 
u. Menanopteris major. 

* 1. m. u. Macro! (oiiopteris d(m<€ )ides. 

II . „ feddeNt. 

u. Pflltrovlttaria hard. 

u. AngiopttridiuDi) cf. McClol'’ 
landi. 


I „ infarchtm. 

♦ t 1. m. u. Glubsoptcris conimund- 
1 . „ 


u. 

u. 

* 1 1. m. u. 
I. u. 
1. u. 


inter mittens, 

stricta . 

mtiscefoHa. 

indica. 

Brownton 

intermedia. 


m u Glos^opti ns rdtf /n. 


m. 

M 

>> 

COnSpK'lld. 


U. 


invens. 


11. 


dieet gens 

1 1. m. 

II. 

» 

dauiudu a. 

1. in. 

U. 

>' 

lUignsfi/ alia 


U. 

If 

It ptoucurii. 


u. 

yt 

fo) mosa. 


u. 

fy 

orbteulut / s. 


U. ( 


unopteiis iiufhroph\td le 


11. 

,, 

7cIlltt!iUl<f. 


n. 

,, 

hnghesi. 

t i. 

1)1. 


lyclopt^r ides 


ii. Bclcmnotlcris wo<nl-niabOiiiana 
ii, Anthrophvap /s, sp. 

1 ii. DictyopUndinmy sp. 
u. Saycnoptn is (;') longtfclia 
u. „ polyp hplla, 

u. Acfi/wpfe'ib Bengal 

CyCADKA^ hJE — 

u. Pterophylluni bur Iw incuse 
1. Platj/ptoi balli. 

I* 1. m. u. Nuejgcuit/iiopsis hislopu 

CONII LR^. — 

f 11. Voltzia heterophylla. 

u. Rhipidiopsis deusinervis 
1. „ gtngkoides, 

1. Cyrlopitys dichotoma. 

*t 1. u. Siirnaropsis, cf. parvula 


i Pal. Indica, series xii, HI, pt. ii, ui, (1880-81), 


IV. pt. ii, (i885.). 
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Altliough there is little difference between the floras found in tJie 
various subdivisions of the Damuda series, the characters and relations 
of the minor groups require separate notice, and of these groups the 
lowest and the most important is the Barakar. This group derives 
its name from a liver which traverses the western portion of the R^ni- 
ganj coalfield, and then falls into the D^modar within the limits of 
the field.* In the higher portion of its course the Barakhar river receives 
the streams which drain the Karharbiri coalfield. 

The Barakars have an equally extensive range with the Talchirs, and 
consist of conglomerates, sandstones of various kinds, shales and coal. 
The sandstones aic often coarse and felspathic, a variety of frequent 
occurrence being rather massive, white or pale brown in colour, soft at 
the surface and not much harder below, consisting of grains of quartz 
and decomposed felspar. The weathered surface of this sandstone fre- 
quently exhibits small projecting knobs, apparently due to calcareous 
concretions. One of the most striking distinctions between the sandstones 
of the Talchirs and those of the overlying formations consists in the 
felspathic constituents of the former being, as a rule, undecomposed, while 
in the Damuda series the gr«iins of felspar are almost invariably converted 
into kaolin. 

Besides the whitish felspathic sandstone, another typical Barakar rock 
is a conglomerate of small, well rounded, white quartz pebbles. These 
are sometimes found scattered over the surface and serve to indicate the 
presence of the conglomerate, where it is not exposed in section. The 
matrix ot the conglomerate is usually white sandstone. 

It must not be supposed that white is the only colour of the Barakar 
sandstones. Brown, red, yellow, and other tints are to be found, and pre. 
dominate in many places. The whitish felspathic sandstone is however a 
typical rock, preserving its character in localities as far apart as Rdniganj 
in Bengal and Chindd in the Central Provinces, being well developed 
in the Godavari valley, but it is subordinate and forms but a small portion 
of the group to the eastward. Here the greater portion of the Barakar 
rocks consists of shale.s, grey, blue or black, frequently micaceous, and 
more or less sandy, occasionally associated with argillaceous iron ore, and 
often containing seams of coal. Not unfrequently the shaly beds are 
interstratified with hard flags. 

The coals of the Barakar group vary greatly in quality and character in 
the different coalfields. They all, however, agree in having a peculiar 
laminated appearance, due to their being composed of alternating layers 
of bright and dull coal, the former purer and more bituminous than the 
latter, which, in many cases, is shale rather than coal The best coals are 


* MewwSf III, 212, (1863). 
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those in which the bright layers predominate, bet nearly all seams hitherto 
discovered are somewhat inferior to average European coal of the carboni- 
ferous formation, and there is a general tendency to variation in the thick- 
ness and quality of each seam within shoit distances. At the same time 
excellent fuel has been obtained from some Barakar seams. Some coal 
beds are of immense thickness, single seams (including partings of shalej 
amounting to as much as 35 feet in the R^niganj coalfield, 50 feet near 
Chandd, and no less than gg feet at Korba in Bildspur. Some of the 
Barakar coal exhibits a peculiar spheroidal structure, and round balls of 
various sizes, up to more than a foot in diameter, break away from the 
mass when the coal is mined. So thoroughly are these rounded that 
they were taken at first for rolled fragments, derived from some older 
formation.^ 

In places the Barakars rest quite conformably upon the Talchirs, and 
the two groups appear to pass into each other. In general, there is an 
abrupt change in mineral character, but the only case which has hitherto 
been found in which there is clear evidence of denudation having renoved 
portions of the lower beds, during the deposition of the higher group,* is in 
the Rimgarh coalfield, where rolled fragments derived from the Talchirs 
have been found in the beds of the Barakar group. The Barakars, however, 
overlap the underlying '1 alchirs in many places and rest upon the metamor- 
phic rocks, and in some coalfields, as in that of Rdniganj, there appears to 
be overstep as well, the highest beds of the Talchirs disappearing first, as it 
they had suffered from denudation. It yet remaii s to be seen whether 
representatives of the Karharb^ri beds do not intervene in those cases 
in which there is an apparent passage between the Barakar and Talchir 
groups, 

'I he Barakars appear nowhere to exceed the thickness of 3,300 feet, a 
development which they attain only, so far as is known, in the Jharii field. 
In no other field, except Rdmgarb, do they exceed 2,oco»feet. 

Above the Barakar group in the Rinfganj and a few other fields 
of the D^modar valley, there is found a great thickness of black or grey 
shales,® w'ith bands and nodules of clay ironstone (carbonate of iron, 
mixed with clay), some of which is of the carbonaceous variety known 
as black band. Tow'ards the base these beds become more sandy, and 
interstratifications of sandstone occur amongst them. The shales disinter 
grate slcwly, and consequently the tract covered by this group is barren, 
and frequently elevated, but the rocks are not as a rule well ^exposed on 
the surface, although their presence is indicated by fragments of ironstone 
being scattered about, 

* See Jour, A&, Soc. Beng.^ XVII, 59, (1848); 1 * Memoirs^ VI, 113, (1867), 

XVilJ, 412, (1844); XIX, 75, (1850). I ® Memoiri, III, 40, (jSoj). 
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The greatest thickness attained by the ironstone shales is about 1,500 
feet in the Rok^ro coalfield, and they are nearly as thick in the Ranfganj 
field. As a rule, they are quite conformable to the underlying Barakars, 
the slight unconformity, which has been observed in places, is very possibly 
local, but one case^ has been noticed where a break in time may be indicated. 

P'ossils are not common, and most of the species recorded were ob- 
tained from the South Karanpurd coalfield. 


The highest group of the Damuda scries, in the Ddmodar valley, 
derives its name of Ranfganj from the piincipal town of the mining 
district of Bardw^n, and comprises a great thickness of coarse and fine 
sandstones, with shales and coal seams.* The sandstones are moderately 
coarse, as a rule in thick massive beds, white or brown in colour, and 
obliquely laminated. The}' are usually more or less felspathic, the felspar 
being converted into kaolin. Bands of rather calcareous, fine, hard, yellow 
sandstone, often w'eathering out at the surface in nodular fragments, arc 
common and ( haracteristic of the group. Conglomerates arc of rare 
occurrence. Shales foim a much smaller portion of this group than they 
do in the Damodar area of the subjacent Barakars. They are sometimes 
black and carbonaceous, sometimes bluish giey, and occasionally red or 
brown, more or less mixed with sand or stained by iron, and small bands 
of argillaceous ironstone occasionally occur, though they are not common. 
The coal is composed of alternately bright and dull layers, as in the 
Barakars. 

This group is of considerable thickness in the Rdniganj field, being 
as much as 5,000 feet from top to bottom where fully developed, and it 
is possible that this is less than the original thickness, for the next group 
in ascending order rests upon the denuded surface of the present. The 
Rdniganj group diminishes in thickness in the other fields to the west- 
ward, and appears to be represented by groups of different mineral charac- 
ter beyond the limits of the Ddmodar drainage. 

As a general rule, the Ranfganj beds are conformable to the ironstone 
shales, but the higher group oversteps the lower, and rests on the Bara- 
kars, in the Bokdro coeilfield, near Hazdribdgh. 

No animal remains have been found in the rocks of this group, but 
plants are abundant and comprise nearly all those in the Rarakar groups, 
besides a number of species that are not known from any lower horizon. 

The lithological distinction of the threefold division of the Damuda 
series, and the overlying P 4 nchet group, which will be noticed further on, 
has only been recognised with certainty in the coalfields of the Ddmodar 


* Metftffirs, III, 42, (1833). 
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valley. The R^lnfganj and Pdnchet groups have been recognised, palaeon- 
tologically, in south Revvd, though they have not been mapped, but in the 
Mahanadi and Goddvari drainage areas the Harakars are overlaid by a 
great series of beds which have been described in different areas by 
various names. 

In the Scllpura ranges, south of the Narbada, the low'cr Gondwdna 
beds, above the Harakars, have been divided into two groin)s, — the Motiir 
and Bijori. 7 his area has not Iiad the same attention paid to it as tlnit ot 
Bengal, the Godavari valley, and Orissa, and the classitication of the beds 
above the Barakars must be regarded as piir(dy provisional. 

'Idle Motiir groups deri\es its name Irom a village of that naint* 
situated about 12 miles south-south-east of I’aehmarhi, on the dividing 
ridge between the valleys of the Denvva which runs into the d'awa, 
a tributary of the Narbad 4 , and the Kanhdn, which is a tributary ol 
the Godtivari. The village is on the road from Badiiur and Chhind- 
vvdr/i to Pachmarhi, and was at one time used as a sanitarium. 

The beds of this group somewhat resemble the l^^ncliets of Bengal in 
mineral character, dhey consist of thick, cocirse, soft, earthy sandstones, 
grey and brown, sometimes with red and mottled ckiys and calcareous 
nodules. Shales occur, but they arc usually sandy and very rarely carbona- 
ceous. It is probable that the Motiir group is uncontorinable to the Bara- 
kars. No collections of fossils have hitherto been made from the beds of 
the Motur horizon. 

The highest members of the Damuda series in the Scitjiura region 
are exposed in the upper Denvva valley, at the southern base ol Ihe 
Mahadeva or Pachmarhi hills. For the rocks of this horizon the name* 
of Bijori has been proposed,^ from a small village rendered tamous 
by being the locality whence the only distinctly vertebrate fossil, except 
Brachiops, yet obtained from the Damuda series, was procured. 

The rocks of the Bijori horizon are characteristically Damudas, and 
comprise shales, occasionally carbonaceous, micaceous flags and sand- 
stones. 

Nothing definite is known of the relations between the Bijori and Motiir 
groups, nor has the thickness of either been determined, but the greater 
portion of the 3,000 to 4,000 feet of beds, intervening between the 
Motur beds and the base of the Pachmarlu sandsLonc, may be assigned 
to the Bijori group. 

The most impoitant fossil hitherto found in the Bijori beds is the 
specimen already referred to, which is the skeleton of a Labyrinthodont 
allied to ArchcgOi^aiiru's^ described by Mr. Lydekkcr under the name of 
Go nd wanosau ru s Li j o rim bis A 

» Memoiii,, X, 161, (1873). I ^ P^l. Indka, series iv, I, pt. 4, (1885) 
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Besides the lab) rinthodont, the following plants have been identi- 


fied:- 


Equisetaceje— 

Schieoneura gondvoanensis* 
Verfebrarta indica* 
Trizygia specioi^a, 

Filices — 

Dicksoniat sp. 

Glossopierts communis. 


Filices,-- foil 
Glossopteris damudicti. 

retifera. 

9. ongtistifolia. 

Gangamoptens, sp. 
CONIFFR.® — 

Samaropsis, cf. parvula. 


The general facies of this flora corresponds best with that of the 
Riniganj group in Bengal, with which it may be correlated in a general 
>\ay, as long as exact contemporaneity of origin is not asserted. 


In the Godivari valley, and in Chhatisgarh and western Orissa, the 
beds which overlie the Barakar group have been described under the 
names of Kamthf and Hingir, respectively, but in spite of some minera- 
logical differences, the two seem to represent each other so closely that 
they may be united under the first mentioned and older name. 

The name Kdmthf is derived from the* military station so called, 
twelve miles north-east of NAgpur, and the station again derives its name 
from a village on the opposite side of the KanhAn river, w'here there is a 
famous quarry uhich has yielded a large number of fossils. The term 
Hingir is derived from a zamindAri of that name situated north of 
bambalpur.® 

The typical KAmthC rocks consist of conglomerates, grits, sand- 
stones, shales, and clays. The conglomerates contain pebbles of quartz. 
The grits are sometimes hard and silicious, so much so as to be quarried 
for quernstones, but usually they are soft and argillaceous. They 
are frequently stained by iron, and are often intersected by hard fer. 
ruginous bands of a dark brown colour. The sandstones are of every 
shade of colour, and vary greatly in character. They comprise fine grained 
micaceous beds, white in colour, with blotches and irregular streaks of red, 
and one of the most characteristic beds of the formation is a very fine 
argillaceous sandstone, hard, massive, and homogeneous, resembling a 
shale in structure, except that it exhibits no trace of lamination, yellow in 
colour below the surface, but becoming red when exposed. It passes into 
red shale. Another characteristic bed is a hard grey grit or sandstone, 
ringing under the hammer and breaking with a conchoidal fracture, 'fhe 
clays are red or green in colour, and chiefly prevail in the upper portions 
of the group. 

These typical beds, with the exception of the clays, are chiefly de- 
veloped nearNAgpur. Elsewhere the KAmthfs consist mainly of soft, porous 

> Pal. Indicat series xii, III, pt. li, 17, (1S80). | * Pfcords^ VJII, 112, Q87S). 

* Records, IV, SO, (*871) ; Mimotrst IX, 305, (1872).! 
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sandstone, brown or white in colour, and conglomeratic in places, often 
with hard, ferruginous bands, and a few red shales. Here and there, 
however, a band of one of the characteristic rocks is met with towards the 
base of the formation. 

The chief peculiarity, which distinguishes the Kimthf group from the 
Rdnfganj and Bijori groups, is the absence of carbonaceous markings. In 
other Damuda groups, with the exception of the ironstone shales, the 
remains of plants generally retain a portion of their original carbon, but 
this appears very rarely to be the case amongst the KamtMs. 

The thickness of the Kilmthf group has not been determined, but it is 
undoubtedly considerable, probably 5.000 to 6,000 feet at least. The beds 
belonging to this group generally appear conformable to the Barakars, 
but it is extremely doubtful if the conformity is more than apparent, for 
the Kimthf beds overlap the Barakars in a most irregular manner, and 
the break in conformity between the two is well marked in places. The 
Hingir beds, both near Sambalpur and in the T^lcher coalfield, certainly 
rest unconformably in places on the Barakar group.^ 

The fossil plants of the Kamthi group comprise the following species 

D . Phyllotheca in dica» 

D. Veriehraria indico* 

PecoptertSt sp. 

D. P, Clossopteris communis* 

D. P. „ indica, 

D. „ browninna, 

D. „ damudica, 

„ sfricta. 

In the foregoing list the letter prefixed to the name of a species 
signifies that it is also found in the Damuda scries of Bengal, and the 
letter P that the same species is known from the Pdnehet group. Of the 
former, all are found in the RdnCganj group, but not all in the lower groups, 
one species Angiopteridiian macclellandt has been found in the Rijmah^l 
group of the upper Gondwdnas. The character of the flora would lead us 
to regard it as homotaxial with the Rdnfganj group or possibly newer. 

In the neighbourhood of Mingli, a sinall deserted village lying at 
the northern extremity of the Wardha Gondwdna basin, about fifty miles 
south of Ndgpur and thirty-five north-west of Chandd, some quarries have 
long existed, from which a very fine red and yellow sandstone is obtained 
and employed in building, chiefly for ornamental purposes and for carv- 
ings. The stone is precisely similar to that of Silewdda and other 
typical exposures of the Kdmthi group, near Nagpur, and the coarser 
associated sandstone^ of Mdngli differ in no way from the ordinary Kimthi 
grits. 


Clossopteiis mitsafolia. 

» Icptoneura. 
Gangiimopteris hughe^i* 
Angioptcridiumy cf. marclell indL 
D. Macyotmniopteris danceoides, 

D» >i feddeni. 

N(eggerathiopsis hislopi. 


^ Records, Vni,-*ii3, (>875)* 


^Pal. series xii, III pt. ii, 19, (1880). 
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The quarries of M^ngli have become well known by name to Indian 
geologists, and even to those of other countries, having furnished to 
Mr, Hislop the first Labyiinthodoiit amphibian fossil [hrachiops laticeps) 
detected in India ‘ They have also yielded a species of Estheria and a 
few plant remains. 'I'he latter are so poor that very little dependence can 
be placed upon their determination. One is believed to be coniferous, and 
has been referred to Palissya another is a stem of 
a fein T he species of Estheria has been named 
E. inatigaliensi^ by Rupeit Jones.® A smaller 
variety closely resembles the Estheria found in 
the Paiichet group of Bengal and maybe identical, 
but the identification is not quite certain, as 
the Pdnehet fossil is so poorly preset ved that 
Fijr. II.- TiiMfr/rt some of the specific characters, depending upon 

Rupert {ones (onlatged . • 1 . . r 1 i n ^ , 

3 diameters). the microscopical texture of the shell, cannot be 

ascertained. 

The uppermost beds of the lower Gondvvdnas in the Sdtpura range have 
been distinguished under the name of Almod from a village at the south 
base of the Pachmarhi escarpment. The rocks consist of sandstones vv ith a 
few carbonaceous shales, trom which no fossils have been obtained. Their 
relations to the groups above and below require further investigation. No 
unconformity has been trac(‘d and their sole importance comes from their 
position between the Mahddevas and Dainudas, and the consequent pos- 
sibility of their representing the Pdnehets of Bengal. 

The term Pdnehet was originally applied to two groups of beds in 
the Rdnfganj coalfield.^ It is now restricted to the lower of these 
groups, the upper P«inchets of the D^modar valley being referred to 
an upper Gondw^na age, and ascribed to the Mahddeva scries. The 
name was derived fiom an important zamind^ri, which still com- 
prises a large tract in the southern portion cf the R^nfganj coalfield and 
formerly included much more, and the same name is that of a large hill, 
the basal portion of which consists entirely of Panchet beds. 

The great mass of this group consists of thick beds of coarse felspathic 
and micaceous sandstones, often of a white or greenish white colour, with 
bands of red clay irom a few inches to tw^enty feet in thickness. The felspar, 
in the sandstones, is occasionally undecomposed, wdiich is never the case in 

* See Quail. Jour. Ceol. Soc.^ X, 472, stem belonging to the Lyco[)od aceous genus 
(1854) ; XI, 37, (‘855). Knotria. 

- Feistmantel, X, 26, (1877). The /W. Sq€.^ Mem. Foss. Esth^ri®, p. 78, 

identification seems doubtful, for Sir Charles (1862). 

Bunbury suggested the possibility of the same •* Memoiis^ III, 30, 126, 132, etc., (1863). 
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the Damudas, Conglomeratic beds sometimes occur in the upper portion 
of the group, but they are not common. At the base of the group grey 
and greenish grey sandstones and shales are usually found in very thin 
beds, and often highly micaceous. In places the greenish micaceous 
clays are met with higher in the group. 

The Pdnehet rocks are distinguished from the typical Dainudas by the 
presence of red clay and the absence of carbonaceous shales, and by the 
sandstone being, as a rule, much more micaceous. Rut rocks of the 
PAnchet character are found in parts of India interstratified with the 
Damudas, as in the Motur group. 

The thickness of the present group in the DAmodar valley nowhere 
exceeds about 1,800 feet. It rests with slight, but distinct, unconformity 
upon the denuded surface of the RAniganj group, and in some places the 
PAncht^ts completely overlap that group and rest upon lowx*r beds, the 
unconformity being most marked in the Bokaro coalfield. Fragments of 
coal and shale, apparently deri\ed from the Damudas, have occasionally 
been found in the conglomerates of the PAnchet group. 

The most important remains of animals hitherto found in the lower 
GondwAna rocks have been derived from the PAnchets. In the upper 
portion of the group there is, in the Ranfganj coalfield, a well marked 
conglomeratic band containing reptilian and amphibian bones, '1 hc-e are 
isolated from each other and sometimes slightly rolled The specimens 
obtained have been examined and described by Prof, Huxley and Mr. 
Lydekker^ and comprise the following forms, bt*sides a f(‘W otheis w'hose 
allinities are doubtful. The plants were described by the late Dr. 
Feistmantel.* A dagger in the following list indicates species also found 
in the Damudas : — 

ANIMALIA. 

Amphibia — 

bab>nnth()cl()niia — 

Goniog1ylHui> lon^lrosti is. 

„ linxleyi. 

G ly p togu athusfr* tg ilis, 

Pachygonia incurvata. 

RePTILIA’— 

Dicynodontia — 

Dicyiiodon orientoUs, 

Ptythosinguin {^PtycJ'OgnntJius) orieU’ 

tele, 

Dinosaiiria — 

Epicamopdon {Ankistrodon) indicus, 

Crustacea — 

Estheria man^alicnsis (?). 

* Pal. Tndica^ series iv. Indian pretertiary 
Veitcbrata. I (18^0). 


EQU^SETACEi^^ — 

t Sihiconeura gothhvan^ nsis, 
t V evt^^hrayia ihdlca. 

Filices — 

Pe opteris concinna. 

CyclcpteHi. (''^) pac/iyrhnca. 
I'/ifnn/elditiy cf. o lontopteroules. 
OEondridiufu, cf. sfciioneuron. 
t Glos^r p tiii is commun is. 
t „ indica. 

t „ damudica. 

t „ angnstifulia. 

Cycadeaceje — 

Scales. 

CoNiFER/E— • 
t Samaropsis, cf. parvttUu 

- Pal PidiCtp^ series xii, III, pt. ii, pp. 51—56, 
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II.— The Upper GondwAna series. 

The unfossiliferous beds of the lower part of the upper GondwAnas 
have, in the more recent publications of the Geological Survey, been 
generally referred to under the name of Mahideva. This name, first 
applied to the sandstone of the Pachmarhf hills, ^ was subsequently extend- 
ed so as to comprise ail the beds of the SAtpura basin above the 
Damudas of the lower Denwa valley, except the Jabalpur group, and 
has u timately come to be a convenient, because indefinite, term 
to apply to the soft sandstones and conglomerates, of obscure strati- 
graphical position, seldom containing any fossils except fragments of 
carbonised wood, which there is good reason to believe belong to the 
lower part ot the upper GondwAnas, though they cannot be assigned with 
certainty to any particular horizon. 

The Mahddeva rocks consist chiefly of very thick massive beds of 
coarse sandstone, grit, and conglomerate. These are frequently ferrugin- 
ous, or marked w ith ferruginous bands, as in the Kdmtlns. They are asso- 
ciated with clays, and occasionally with bands of impure earthy lime- 
stone. The sandstones form high ranges of hills, and often weather into 
vertical scarps of great height, forming conspicuous cliffs that contrast 
strongly with the black precipices of the Deccan traps and the rounded 
irregular masses of the more granitoid met amorphic rocks. 

In the typical area of the SAtpura region the Mahideva rocks attain 
a thickness of at least 10,000 feet, nine-tenths of which consist of coarse 
sandstone, grit, and conglomerate. 1 hey appear to be unconformable to 
the underlying Damudas, as the series overlaps the upper members of 
the low'er Gondwana series. 

In the Sdtpura region the Mahddeva formation has been subdivided 
into three groups, — the Bdgra, Denwa. and Pachmarhf,— each of which re- 
quires a few remarks. 

'1 he name of the Pachmarhf* group is derived from a village on the top 
of the hills of the same name, and the site of a sanitarium. The group con- 
sists of massive sandstone, whitish or brownish in colour, usually soft, often 
containing small subangular pebbles, and occasionally intersected by hard 
ferruginous bands. As a rule, the stratification is obscure, oblique lami- 
nation being common, and the different beds of which the group is 
composed exhibit great irregularity in superposition and often overlap each 
other. ^ The hard ferruginous partings are most irregularly interspersed 
throughout the mass, usually as thin beds, though not always perfectly 
parallel to the planes of stratification. Sometimes the impregnation with 
iron is confined to pipes or nodules. Fragments of these ferruginous bands 

^ ^our. As, Soc, Bens.t XXV , 2S2, (1856), j ^ Memoirs, X iS5» (1873). 

Memoirs, 11, 183, 315, (i860). I 
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are often scattered in quantities over the surface, and serve to distinguish 
the outcrop of the Pachmarhf group from those of the underlying beds.* 

The Pachmarhf group comprises, where thickest, 8,000 feet out of the 
10,000 found in the Mahddevas of the Sdtpura hills. 

The middle group of the Sdtpura Mahddevas is named * after a 
stream wliich rises on the south side of the Pachmarhf range and, 
turning round the eastern end of the ridge, forms its northern boundary 
throughout, falling finally into the Tdwa. The course of this stream, 
north of the Pachmarhf hills, is the area of the Denwa rocks, which, 
presenting a marked contrast to the massive Pachmarhf sandstone, are 
principally composed of soft clays, pale greenish yellow and bright red, 
mottled with white in colour, forming thick beds interstratified with 
discontinuous and subordinate bands of white sandstone, and very rare 
courses of earthy limestone. The sandstones are locally conglomeratic. 
In short, in mineral character the Denwa rocks are a repetition of the 
Motilr group in the middle of the Damuda seiies, and resemble the 
Pdnehets of Bengal. 

The thickness of these beds in the Denwa valley is about 1,200 feet. 
They appear in places to pass into the underlying group, although they 
are quite distinct in the typical area. 

The Denwa group is the only one which can be correlated to tho^e 
of other parts of India on palaeontological grounds Vertebrate remains 
have been found in it, and more abundantl) in south Rew^, which show 
that it is the equivalent of the better known Kota-Maleri group of the 
Godavari valley. The name is consequently one which will probably drop 
out of use as the relations of the rock groups are more completely 
worked out. 

The uppermost group was named Bagra* from a hill fort built upon it, 
where the river Tawa cuts its way through a spur of the Sitpura hills, 
south-east of Hoshangdbid. It is largely compoced of conglomerates, 
often coarse, frequently with a deep red sandy matiix. It is more- 
calcareous than the other Mahade\a groups, and bands of calcareous sands 
and clays and limestones, sometimes dolomites, are of frequent occurrence. 
The group is very irregular in composition. The greatest thickness does 
not exceed 600 to 800 feet, and in places it overlaps the Denwa shales 
and rests directly on the Pachmarhf sandstones. 

The generally unfossiliferous nature of the Mahddeva beds, their soft- 
ness and case of weathering, render their recognition with certainty a 
matter of difficulty. In the coalfields of the D 4 modar valley some soft 
pebbly sandstones, which were formerly regarded as upper Pdnehet, are now 

’ It should not be forgotten that similar | * Afemoits^ X, 153, (1873). 

ferruginous layers are found in the Kdmthis. { * Mentovs^ X, 150, (1873). 
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are amygilaloidal, the enclosed nodules usually containing some form of 
quartz, either agate, chalcedony, or rock crystal. Occasionally, but less 
frequently, zeolites are found, stilbite being the commonest, natrolite less 
abundant, and analcime has also been detected. It is not usual to find the 
cavities lined with green earth, as is so frequently the case amongst the 
amygdaloids of the Deccan trap. The basaltic flows above the sediment- 
ary bands are, as a rule, compact. 

Very little light is thrown on the source of the basaltic rocks by any 
observations within the R^jmah^l area. Dykes are rare, and there is only 
one instance knovvn of an intrusive mass which may mark the site of an 
old volcanic outburst. This is about 22 miles south south-east of Colgong 
on the Ganges, close to a place called Simra, where a group of small coni- 
cal hills occurs, composed of pinkish trachyte, porphyritic in places, and 
surrounded by Damuda rocks. The surface of the ground is much ob- 
scured by superficial deposits, but there appears good reason for suppos- 
ing that the core of a volcanic vent is here exposed. It appears not an 
unfrequent occurrence that the later outbursts from a volcano are more 
silicious than earlier eruptions, and that a volcanic core, even when the 
lava flows have been doleritic, should itself prove trachytic, when exposed by 
denudation. This may be due to the solution of the highly silicious meta- 
morphic rocks through which the outburst took place by the molten lava 
remaining in the fissure after the eruption, and the consequent conversion 
of that lava from a basic into an acid rock. 

Trap dykes and" intrusions, believed to be of Rdjmahdl age, are 
abundant in the coalfields of the Ddmodar valley, and both dykes and cores 
of basalt are common in the portion of Birbhum lying south-w'est of the 
Rijmahdl hills It is possible that the principal vents lay in this direction, 
or they may have been in the region now covered by the Ganges alluvium. 
The difficulty of determining the original source of eruptive rocks wdll be 
again illustrated in the case of the Deccan traps.^ 

The bedded basaltic traps of the Rdjmah^l hills, with their associated 
sedimentary beds, attain a thickness of at least 2,000 feet, of w'hich the 
non-volcanic portion never exceeds 100 feet in the aggregate. They rest 
wdth general parallelism on the grits and coarse sandstones of the 
Dubrdjpur group, but neveitheless several instances of overlap take place, 

’ S^me doubt still attaches to the deter- tions of these traps in the 6eld cannot be said 
mination of the true age of the Rdjmahdl tojbave been so close as to preclude the pos- 
traps. Detailed examination has shown that sibility that the supposed interbedded traps 
a close lithological resemblance exists be- are really intruded along the planes of bed* 
tween them and the Deccan traps ; Records^ ding. The correlation of the Kajmahdl traps 
XX, 104, (1887); XX 11, 226, (.8^). This with the Sylhet traps is an importf^ point, 
is nor, however, in itself sufficient to prove as (if it is correct) the formed. Siost be 
their contemporaneity. On the other hand o'der than the Deccan trap period, 
the examination of the stratigraphical rela- 
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and, in one locality at least, there is evidence of the Dubraj pur beds having 
been denuded before the deposition of the Rdjmahdl group. 

From the extent of the area throughout which these dykes arc de- 
veloped, conclusions may be drawn as to the original limits of the volcanic 
action coincident with the period of deposition of the R^jmali^l group. 
The number of trap dykes gradually diminishes in the coalfields of the 
Ddmodar valley from east to west, until finally, in the Karanpur^ field 
south-west of Haziribigh, volcanic intrusions disappear almost entirely, 
and none appear to be known further west, until basaltic dykes of different 
age, which apparently are contemporaneous with the much newer 
Deccan trap, make their appearance. Outside of the coalfields it is 
difficult to distinguish the dykes belonging to the Rtijmahal period from 
older eruptions, but there is not the same abundance of extensive basaltic 
intrusions in southern Monghyr, Ilizaribdgh, and Chutid Ndgpur as in 
Birbhum. So far as can be judged, the region immediately north of the 
Raniganj coalfield was one of the foci of eruption and it is far from im- 
probable that the bedded traps of the Rdjrnahal hills had originally a 
considerable extension to the south-west and south, though, as no single 
outlier has been preserved, it is impossible to feel sure of the inference. 
There is, however, considerable probability that a large tract in the 
Daniodar valley, including the whole Rdiuganj field may have been once 
covered with bedded traps. 

The great difference of age between the Rdjmahdl group on the 
one hand and all the lower (jondwdna rocks, including the Damudas 
and Pdnehets, on the other, is well illustrated by the change in the 
flora and by the very much greater amount of disturbance to which the 
Damuda rocks have been subjected. The RAjmahdl traps are almost 
horizontal, and no faults have been observed in them, while the dykes 
which abound in the Rdniganj field, and are almost certainly of RAjmahil 
age, are newer than the faults of the coalfield 

By far the greater part of the Rdjmahal fossils have been obtained 
from two bands of fine grained whitish or greyish shales — the upper 25 
to 30 feet thick, the lower 10 to 15, — separated from each other by 
lava flow, and having other beds of trap, with intercalations of sandstone 
and shale, above and below. 

The following is a list' ol those hitherto described from this group — 


Equisetace/k— 

Equisetum rajmahalense. 

Filices— 

Sphenopteris aiguta, 

> The list is taken from O. Feistmantel, 
Pal. IndicUf series ii, I, 143, (1877) *'* ^ 1 ^® 
case of Tkinn/eldia salicifoha, Dietyazamites 
falcatus and Echinosttobtis indicus, the 


Fiiicp.s, -Loniii. 

Sph^nopteria htsLopi. 

tj membranosa, 

Dickson u i bi ndrabtt nensis. 

original speci6c names have bem restored \n 
place of P. indica^ D. indie ws and /i. rai- 
tnahalensi^, as there does not sec u to be suffi. 
cient reason for the change. 


N 
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FriicES— cow/i/ 

Hym 'nophylUU's bunbnrynnuSt 
Cyclopteris olihami. 
Thinnfcldta snlicifoUa, 
AlethopUris indica. 

Asplenites macre^arpus. 
Pecoptetis lobata 
Gleichenia binirabunensts, 
AngioptiHdium macclellandt. 

,, tpaihulaium. 

„ ensis. 

Maci‘ota‘nioptens I ita. 

„ crassinervis. 

„ ovaiti. 

„ m&yiisi, 

Dancpopsis rajmahulensis, 
Cycadeace/e— 

Pierophyllum di&tnns. 

„ cartennnum. 

„ moi'ristanum, 

„ medlicottiinum, 

^ pnnceps* 

„ craiiSum* 


CYCkDf^Miv^m--cQntd. 
Pierophyllum rajmahalense, 

„ fissum, 

„ cf. propinquum, 
Zamites proxinius, 
Piilopkyllum acuixfolium, 

», cntcnensi. 
Otozamites bengalen^ts, 

„ ahbreviatus. 

„ oldhami* 

Dictyoeamite^ fo lent ns. 
Cycadites confer ins, 

„ rojmahalends 
Cyc idinocarpits rajniahalemis. 
Wtlliamsonta mtcraps, 
Ptilophyllum cf. W, gigns, 

CoNIFERiE — 

Paltssya indica 
„ Lonferta, 

Chtrolep's gractlis. 

Cuun i ngh amites dnbtJi^ua. 
Eckmostrobus indiens 


The first thing which must strike any one in looking over the above 
Hst is the great change in forms of life between the upper and Io\ier 
Gondw^na series, so far as we are yet acquainted with them. It is 
highly probable that intermediate beds may hereafter be found, but for the 
present there seems to be, in Bengal at least, just as great a break in the 
flora as in the stratigraphy, Ihe most striking distinction is that the 
prevalent forms in the lower Gondw^nas are Equiseiacex and ferns of the 
Glossoptens type, Cycadeaceas being rare, whilst in the upper Gondwan s, 
and especially in the R^jmahil group, Cycadeaccx prevail, their individual 
abundance being so great that they frequently form the mass of the 
vegetation In fact, the cycads, and especially Ptilophyllum acutifolium 
are just as abundant and characteristi:: in the Rdjmahil group, as 
Glossopteris and Vertehraria are in the Damudas. 


The Rajmabdl beds are represented along the east coast by a series of 
small outliers, most of them too small to deserve detailed notice here, w'hich 
are interesting, as they appear to comprise some rock groups of later age 
than the R^jinabil, and contain marine fossils associated with the plants. 

The most northerly of these is the Athgarh basin, a tract of sandstone, 
some twenty miles long from north to south, and eighteen miles from east 
to W'est close to the town of Cuttack, on the western* margin of the alluvial 
plain. Some carbonaceous shale, occurring in the lower portion of the 
sandstones, has been supposed to indicate the presence of Barakar beds, 
but no Damuda fossils have been found. The relations of the remaining 
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part of the rocks are very obscure, and they were believed to be o\ Kdmthi 
age till the discovery of characteristically R^jmahil fossils in them.^ 


On the right bank of the Goddvari, near Thalapudi, about 
ten miles above Rdjdmahendii, a well marked belt of upper Gondwdna 
beds commences, w'hich extends for sixty miles, from the Goddvari to be- 
yond Golapilli west of Ell ore. The width of this belt varies from ten to 
fifteen miles. There is a general dip to south-east or east-south-east at 5® 
to 10°, and the beds rest un conformably, throughout a considerable portion 
of their area, upon various members of the Kdmthf group, but they 
overstep this -group, both to the east and west, and rest upon a sloping 
floor of gneiss, which has the appearance of a plane of marine denu- 
dation formed after the deposition of the Kdmthf rocks, as the latter 
rest upon a much more uneven surface of the metamorphic formations, 
riiis appearance of resting upon a surface which had been fashioned 
by denudation after the deposition of the lower Gondwdna beds, quite 
agrees with the peculiar distribution of the Rdjmahdl group and its 
associates, which evidently were accumulated in a distinct area from 
that in wdiich the Gondwdna beds of the Godavari valley w'cre deposited. 
To the south-east the upper GondwAna beds of the Ellore area disappe.ar 
beneath the Cuddalore sandstones and the alluvial deposits of the 
Goddvari delta, except west of Rdjimahendri, where the Gondwdnas are 
covered by outliers of the Deccan tra[)S. 

The rocks of the Ellore area are peculiarly interesting, because they 
appear to contain representatives of groups higher than the RAjmahAls, 
associated wdth beds in which the typical R^ljmah^l flora is well preserved. 
Dr. King, who surveyed the rocks of the GodAvan district, classed the 
upper Gondw'ina beds in three subdivisions, thus distinguished in de- 
scending order Tripetty sandstones. 

2. Ragavapuram shales. 

3. Golapilli sandstones. 


The Golapilli sandstones consist of biown and red sandstones and 
conglomerates which form a broad plateau near Golapilli, capped by 
conglomerates and gravels, probably belonging to the Cuddalore 
sandstones. 

The following plant fossils have been obtained from the Golapilli 
beds ® 


Fiuces— 

Alethopteris indica, 
Pecopteris macrocarpa. 


Fiuces,- contd. 

Angiopterxdtum ensis, 

tt sputhu latum. 


* Feistmantei, Records^ X, 68, (1 77), Pal. 
Indicut series xii, I, 187, (1879). 


* Records^ X, 56, (1880) ; Memoirst XVI, 
211, (1889). 

^ Pal, Indtca, sc les ii I, 163, (1877). 
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Cycadbace-®— 

Ptiloplii/lliim acutifohum 
„ cutcheme, 

Dicfyozamttes indtcHs 
Vierofl^hyllum mofristanum, 
M Cfftertanum. 
„ kif^gtanum, 

„ distam. 


Cy( are ace® - amid , 
WtlHamsania gigts, 

CONIIKR® — 

Pult^sya confei'ta^ 

„ initca* 

CheiroleptSt cf wuens^eri, 
A rotten rt tes macro jf tei us. 


Afr the abov*?, with the cxej^tion t>f Ptsrophyllum kinginnum, the 
Cheiroiepis and Arancatites macroptents are characteristic Rijmah^l 
forms. 


Resting upon the Golapilli beds, in the neighbourhood of Kllore, there 
is found a thin band of white and buff shales, having a few interstratilica- 
tions of sandstones tow aids the base, not more than loo feet thick No 
unconfoimity has been detected between these shales and the Golapi’li 
sandstones, but there appears to be some difference in the flora, for, while 
the plants of the Golapilli standstones are all R^jmah^l forms, except a 
few species peculiar to the beds, the floia of the overlying shales com- 
prises, in addition to several forms conomon to the beds below, a few 
species allied to Jabalpur plants. The shales have been called Ragava- 
puram, from a village situated about twent)-six miles noith-norlh*east of 
Ellore. A list of the plants will be found irk the tabular statement on 
page 183 

With the plants arc some marine shells, chiefly casts, amongst which 
are some Ammonites^ apparently allied to middle Jurassic species, the 
principal form being near A. opis^ but distinguished by having the rijs 
simple throughout. A^ opts belongs to the subgenus SiephanoceraSj and 
to the group of A. macrocephalus^ and is found in the Chdri and Katrol 
beds of Cutch (callovian and oxfordian). Besides the ammonites, Leda^ 
Pecteriy Gervillia^ etc., occur, the Leda being especially common and 
iharacteristic. 

Above the shales just noticed there is another thin band of dark brown 
and red sandstones and conglomerates, chiefly ferruginous, with silicious 
and argillaceous bands, and beds of concretionary clay iionstone named 
from a pagoda called Chinna (little) 1 'irupati (Tri petty), which stands 
upon a scarp composed of them, about twenty miles north-north-east of 
Ellore. Towards the bottom these sandstones become softer and less 
ferruginous. In the main area, near Ellore, these Tri petty beds are only 
40 feet in thickness. 

The Tripetty beds in the main area have only yielded fossil wood, 
but from some outlying patches, near Innapaiazpdlaydm about twenty-four 
miles north by east of Cocon^da, supposed to belong to the same band, Dr. 
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King obfaine-cl two Tri^oni-x, — T. smeei and T. both of which 

are characteristic of the Umia beds of Cutcii. 

The sequence of upper Gondvvdiia beds in the neighbourhood of Ellore 
is very instructive. The whole series rests unconformably on the Kdmthfs 
(lower Gondwina), and although the whole thickness of the upj:)erGond- 
wina series is trifling, apparently not exceeding 200 or 300 feet, it com- 
prises representatives of the Rijmaldl and Umia groups, and of an inter- 
mediate formation. Yet these thin bands exhibit no marked unconformity. 
The middle group is overlapped at both ends, it is true, but there is no sign 
of any important break. It is clear that the country must have undergone 
very little disturbance in the interval between the deposition of the differ- 
ent groups, and, judging from this instance, it is impossible to argue from 
the small amount of discordance between successive subdivisions of the 
Gondw^na series, that the period of tflne which elapsed between the differ- 
ent groups was of small amount. No notice would, in all probability, have 
been taken of the distinctions between the different beds at Ellore, but 
for the fossils, and many similar subdivisions might be practicable in such 
groups as the Kimthf or Pachmarhf if the strata were fossiliferous. 

South of the Kistna river Mr. Foote has detected a threefold division 
of the Gondwina beds, similar to that of the Ellore region, and has distin- 
guished the groups seen near Ongole as follows ^ 

3. Pdvulur sandstones. 

2. Vcmavaram shales 

U Budavada sandstones. 

Besides numerous remains of marine organisms, not yet determined, 
w'hrch have been obtained from the two lower groups, the Vemdvaram 
shales have yielded a tolerably rich flora of a type similar to those of the 
Ragavapuram and Sripermatur groups. To avoid needless re[)etition of 
names and to exhibit more clearly the relationships of the flora of these 
groups, they have been combined in the tabular statement on pdgo from 
which it will be seen that nearly half the Ragavapuram species are also 
found in the Vemdvaram beds, and that the relationship of the floras to 
those of the Rdjmahal and Jabalpur groups is very similar in each case. 
It is, therefore, tolerably certain that the similarity of groupingof the beds in 
the two areas is not merely accidental, but that the three groups in each 
region are respectively equivalents of each other. 

The only Vemdvaram fossil, apart from the plant remains, which has been 
determined, is a macrurous crustacean regarded by Dr, Feistmantel as 

^ Memoirs, XVI, 69, (1880). correct locality is given by Mr. Fooie in Me- 

^ Reeoids^X,ig 2 i (*877). The locality is mows, XVI, 63, (1879). 
there given by mistake as Sripermatur. The 
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probably Identical with the liassic Eryon barrovienm. There are, however 
some important differences which make the specific identity of the two 
forms doubtful. 

The upper Gondw^na beds near Madras are divided into two groups,* 
the lower of which has been named from Sripermatur, a town 25 miles 
west-south- west of Madras and a well known locality for fossil plants. 
The group is composed of white shales, containing plants, associated with 
sandstones, grits and micaceous sandy shales. Corglomerates occur, espe- 
cially towards the base, where they are coarse and occasionally contain 
boulders of great cize, but all Hie conglomerates are loose in texture and 
not compact. A boring recently put down at Place’s garden near Madras 
has penetrated beds of carbonaceous shale, overlapped at the surface, 
which have raised hopes of finding ’X'orkable coal. It is not at present 
known w’hether these belong to an outlier of the low'er Gondwdnas or not. 

It is in the Sripermatur shales that the fossils of the group are found. 
They consist of both animals and plants. The shells arc ill preserved and 
have not been determined They comprise two or three species of Am^ 
moniie^ and several lamellibranch bivalves. The Cephahpoday\tr^ regard- 
ed by Dr. VVaagen * as resembling neocomian rather than Jurassic forms, 
but ihe species cannot be determined, owing to the poor state of picserv- 
ation, too much weight must not be attached to the opinion, though 
it is of interest in connection wdth the resemblance between the R^jmahcil 
series and the Uitenhage series of South Africa, now regarded as neo- 
comian in age. The occurrence of Irigonia smeei dinA T. vent ricosa 
South African Uitenhage species in the outlier north of CoconacLi, has 
already been mentioned, and it is not necessary to make any further refer 
ence to this subject here, as it will be more fully treated of in the next 
chapter. 

The Sripermatur group is overlaid by a set of beds of coarse compact 
conglomerate, with intercalated sandstones and grits, which have been dis- 
tinguished as the Sattav^du group, from a series of moderately elevated 
ridges of the same name, lying about thirty-five miles north-west of Madras. 
Only imperfectly preserved plant remains have been obtained from the 
Sattavedu beds. 'Ihe junction with the Sripermatur beds is ill seen, the 
groups appear to be conformable, and it is doubtful whether there is suffi- 
cient justification for the separation of the upper beds as a separate group. 

The upper Gondw'dnas of the Trichinopoli district occur as narrow 
outcrops along the western edge of the cretaceous beds, which they se- 
parate from the gneissose rocks, being quite wnconformable to both. The 


* Memoirs X, 64, (1873). 


I * Pal. hdicaf series ix, p. 236, (187$), 
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Tabular Statement skawing the distribution of the fossil plants of the 
Rajiavapuram, Vemavaram, Sripernat&r groups, and Utatdr beds 
of the Rajmahdl series} 

[+ Signifies that the species is also found in the Rij nahal group* in the Jabalpur group. 
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* Pal, iKdiettf scries ii, 199, (1879). 
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most impoitant of the outcrops is that near Utatur, and the rocks consist 
chiefly of soft sandy clays and micaceous shales, with sandstones and a 
coarse conglomerate of rounded gneiss pebbles at the base.^ 

The Utatur outcrops are the most southerly known to be of Gondwdna 
age, but Mr. Foote has recorded some exposures of shales and conglomer- 
ates in the Madura distiict whuh closely resemble the beds of the coastal 
Gondwanas. No fossils were, however, found, so the identiiication is not 
fully established. 

Reference has already been made to the resemblance between the floras of 
the Ragavapuram, Vcm^varam.Sripermatur groups, and of the Utatur out- 
crops and, to save repetition, a sepaiate list of fossils has not been given in 
each case, but the whole united in the tabular statement on the previous page. 
From this it will be seen that not only are there a certain number of forms 
common to two or more of the groups, but that in each case the flora is 
characterised by a large proportion of R^jmahdl species, and a much smaller 
proportion of forms that are only known from the Jabalpur and Umia gioups. 
-Apart from the presence of Jabalpur species, and species peculiar to these 
outliers, their flora is distinguished from the true Rijmah^il flora by the 
absence of broad leaved T 3 i!niopteride 3 e^ 2 .w^ the gi eater abundance of certain 
forms, such as Anotopieridium spathulatum and Dictyozamites indica^ 
which though represented in the Rdjmah^l beds, are found only in a 
smaller proportion.* The presence of the genus Macrotxniopteris in the 
Utatur beds, and the smaller proportion of purely Jabalpur species, may show^ 
that they are nearer in age to the Rajmah^l group than the others, but, 
with this possible exception, we may take the groups as being at any 
late approximately of the same age, intermediate between that of the 
R^jmahdl and Jabalpur groups, as is shown in the tabular statement 
on page 156. 


In the Goddvari valley the principal representatives of the upper Gond- 
wdnasaie the Kota and Malcri groups, more commonly referred to as the 
Kota-Mal^ri group, the name being derived from those of two villages 
long known to Indian geologists, the former by the discoveries of 
hah teeth and fossil fish by Dr. Walker and Dr. Bell* in 1851, the latter 
by the late Revd. S. Hislop's discovery of reptilian bones.* The village of 
Kola is on the left bank of the Prinhita or Waingang^, about 8 miles 


* H. F, Blanford, Memoirs^ IV, 39, (1863), 
R. B, Foote, Records, XI, 247, (1878). 

* Pal, tndtea, series ii, I, 199, (1879). 

* Quart Jour, Ceol, Soc, VII, 272, (1851); 


VIII, 230, (1852),- IX. 3SI, (1853); X,37i, 
(1854). 

* Quart, Jour, Ceol, Soc , XX, a8o, (1864). 
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above its junction with the Godivari. Maleri is about 32 miles north-west 
of Sironch^ 

The combined group, usually spoken of as a whole, is slightly, but dis- 
tinctly, unconformable to the underlying Kdmthis, and is divided into two 
subgroups, which were separately mapped by Dr, King.^ The lower, or 
Maleri, consists essentially of bright red coloured clays, interbedded with 
soft^ light coloured and open textured sandstones subordinate in thickness 
to the clays. The fossils are found in the red clays, coprolites being 
much the most abundant; besides them three species of Ceratodus and 
two genera of reptiles, Hyperodapedon and Parai^uchus^ have been 
distinguished. 

The Kota subgroup, which overlies the MaMri, consists principally of 
coarse, loosely compacted sandstones, with some subsidiary bands of shale, 
and three very strong bands of limestone, from w'hich all the animal remains 
have been obtained, the few plants being all derived from sandstone 
bands. 

Though the distinction between these two subgroups is traceable in the 
field, they are so closely associated that the fauna may be treated as a 
whole and, as the few fossils of the Maleri subgroup have already been 
mentioned, there will be no difBculty in separating them in the subjoined 
ist of the fauna and flora of the combined group 


Crustacea — 

Esther ia kcti^hefisis. 
Candona kotahensis. 

Insecta— 

Undetermined — 

Pisces — 

Lepidotus deccanensii. 

„ longtceps, 

a btevtceps. 

„ p( chylepis. 

„ calcaratus. 

Tetragonolepis oldliami. 
,, analis. 


A N I M A L I A. 

Pisces.— 

'leiragonolepisr tigosus. 
Dapedius egertoni, 
Ceratodus hunterianus. 
„ fitslopiatius. 

„ vtr(.pa, 

Reptilia— 

Hyperodapedon iiuxieyi. 
„ sp. 

Pachygonta incurvata, 

' BelodoUt sp. 

Parasuchus hislopi, 
MassospondyluSi sp. 


Filices— 

Angiopieridium spathulatum. 

CYCAD£AC£.£ « 

* t Ptilophyllum acuti/oliiim* 
CycadiUs, sp. 


PLANT/€. 

Conifers. 

t Palissya con/erta. 

* „ jabalpurensis. 

* t M indica* 

t Chetrolepis, cf muensteri* 

* Araucarttes cutchensis. 


^ MemoirSf XVIIb 267 , ( 1881 ). 
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In the list du asterisk prefixed to a species shows that it is also known 
from the Jabalpur gioup, a dagger that it is found in the R^jmahil group of 
the Rijmahdl hills, or, in the case of Cheirolepis muensteri, in the Golapilli 
beds. With the exception of the last mentioned species, all the plants are 
found in the Sripermatur or some of the other groups of the same age on 
the east coast. We may consequently regard the Kota-Maleri beds as 
somewhat later in age than the Rajmah^l group, and nearly equivalent to 
the Sripermatur, though possibly somewhat newer. 

'\ he palaeontological relations of the animal remains will be treated in 
the next chapter, and all that need be noted here is the occurrence of the 
Pinchet form Pachygonia tncurvata. The animal is believed to be speci- 
fically certainly generically, identical with that of the F^nchet group, and 
its presence heie along with a flora which indicates a much newer age is 
remarkable. 

The discovery of animal remains in the Denwa group of the Sitpuras 
and south Rewa has been already noticed. In the former area they are 
represented by scutes and vertebrae of Parasuchus and Masiodohsaurm, 
in the latter by remains of two species of Hyperodapedon and Parasuchm 
The material is not sufficient for establishing those specific identifications 
which would alone allow us to assign the groups to the same horizon, but 
the resemblances are suggestive and the position of the Denwa group, 
below the Jabalpur and separated from it by the Bagra group, places it 
stratigraphic ally on very much the same horizon as is indicated by the plant 
fossils of the Kota-Maleri group 


Resting on the Kota-Mtileri beds is a group, which was separated by 
Dr. King® under the name of Chiki^la, from a village of that name situated 
close to their boundary, though actually upon the Kota sandstones. They 
extend along the eastern side ot the Gondwdna outcrop, with a width of 
eight to ten miles, for nearly seventy miles, from Rebni in the Wardh^ basin 
to the reach of the Goddvari below Enchapalli. 

The group is composed of soft sandstones and heavy bands of conglo- 
merates of white quartz pebbles Clay bands and seams of shale are fre- 
quent and the group is very ferruginous, the iron ore is collected and 
Worked into iron to a considerable extent. 

The relations of this group to the Kota-Maleri are obscure, but there 
appears to be a slight unconformity. It was believed by Dr. King, on 
the ground of its lithological similarity, to represent the 1 ripetty sand- 
stones of the coastal region — a correlation which is not inconsistent with 
its relations to the Kota-Mal6ri group. 

Lydekker, Records, X, 34, (1877), XV, 1 * Memo rs, XVIII, 140, (1881). 
a 5 » (1B82). 1 
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In the first account of the central portion of the Narbada valley,* a 
group of rocks was distinguished as 'upper Damuda/ It was, how^ever, 
pointed out at the time that this group w^as not only unconformable to 
the 'lower Damuda,^ but that it contained a very different flora. When 
a true upper Damuda group was subsequently found in the Ranfganj coal- 
field, it became desirable to distinguish the Narbada beds by a different 
name, and as they are well developed in the immediate vicinity of Jabal- 
pur, they have been named from that town. 

The Jabalpur group consists of clays, shales, and earthy sandstones, 
with some thin beds of coal. The clays and soft shales, which arc the 
most characteristic beds of the formation, are pale coloured, usually white, 
pale lavender grey, or pale red. The sandstones are generally coarse and 
conglomeratic. Carbonaceous shales are met with in several places, and 
occasionally one or more thin bands cf jet-coal, very different in character 
from the coal of tlie Damuda formation. Limestone is rare. At the base 
of the formation, when resting upon gneissic rocks, there is frequently 
found a coarse, compact sandstone, so hard and compact as almost to 
resemble a quartzite. It is often conglomeratic, and the matrix contain- 
Mig the pebbles consists of white earthy rock in a porcellanic condition. 
Occasionally, but rarely, this bed is calcareous. 

'I he thickness of the Jabalpur group docs not appear to have been 
determined with any accuracy. It is, however, of no great vertical extent, 
and so far as is knowm nowhere exceeds 1,000 feet. The relations of 
the Jabalpur group to the underlying Mahddevas have not been examined 
in detail, but they appear to be generally conformable. 

'rhe following is a list of the fossils found in this group, those found 
also in the Umia beds of C’utch being marked with an asterisk, whilst those 
met w ith in the Rijmahdl group are distinguished by a dagger * — 


Filk es— 

t Spfienof>te/'{Sy cf. qrguta. 

Dichonia, sp. 

Alethopteris lohifolia, 

., medlic of tiara, 

„ whitbjensis. 

Macrotesniopteris satpurens’s, 
Glossopiens cf. eommums, 
Sa^enopteriSf so. 

^ J. (1. Medliott, Memoirs^ II, 176, (i860). 
The Jabalpur formation was at this time not 
clearly distinguished in places from the Mahd- 
deviis, the former being supposed to be the 
lower; in reality the Jabalpur formation is not 
only newer than the Mahddeva, but it appears 
jobe the latest member of the whole Gond- 


Cycadeace.® — 

P oii oea mi tes la n ceolattts, 

„ spnthuhiUiS. 

„ Jiackeht 
Of 0011 mi tes hi si opt. 

„ gntctlts 

„ distans 

„ nnfj/u status. 

Pferophyllum nerbttddaicuin. 

uAua series, with the possible exception of 
the Umia group of Cutch, or of some of the 
uppermost groups of the east coast. Further 
accounts of the Jabalpur group will be found 
in Records, IV, 75, (1871) ; and Memoirs, X, 
142, (1873). 

* Pal, Indica, series xi, 11 , 83, (1877). 
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CircADEACEB- contd. 

• t PtilophjllutH cutchense* 

♦ t >» acutifoUum> 
t Wtltintnsonia, cf. 

Cycudites, cf. gramineus, 

COSUERA — 

* t Palissya indica. 

5 , Jabalpur tn sis. 


ComyzKm.- contd, 

* Araucarites cutchensis, 
Brachyphyllum mammilltire, 

♦ Echtnostrobus expansus. 
Echinostrohus rhombtcus, 
Trtxites Unerrimus, 

Gingko lobatiu 
Phonicopsis, sp. 
Czekanowskiof sp. 


It will be seen that nearly as many R^jmahil as Umia species, five of the 
former and six of the latter, are found in the Jabalpur group, so far as the 
flora has hitherto been determined. It should, however, be remembered 
that the known species of the Rdjmah^l flora are nearly fifty in number, 
while those of the Umia flora are much less numerous, about twenty-two.^ 
Moreover, the Jabalpur beds are distinguished by a conspicuous want of 
many of the commonest and most characteristic Rijmahil plants, such as 
the broad leaved species of Pterophyllum, 

On the whole, the Jabalpur beds are probably on nearly the same 
horizon as the Umia beds of Cutch, but possibly represent a period inter- 
mediate between the Umia and Rajmahdl groups, though nearer to the 
former. At the same time the circumstance that no representative of the 
Jabalpur flora has yet been found on the east margin of the Indian Penin- 
sula, to which the Rdjmahdl flora is confined, suggests that the distinction 
may be due to the beds having been formed in different botanical regions. 
Bearing in mind, however, the large amount of evidence which exists to 
show that the greater part, if not the whole, of India proper was a land 
area in Gondw^na times, this idea of the country having been dividea into 
distinct botanical regions is less probable than the theory of a difference 
in age betw'een the R^jmahdl and Jabalpur groups. 


The plant bearing beds of the Umia group in Cutch are only mentioned 
here because of their relations to the uppermost beds of the Gondwdna 
series. The name Umia is derived from a village about 50 miles north- 
west of Bhuj, the chief town of Cutch, The group will receive a fuller 
description under the head of the Jurassic formations, and an account wdll 
there be given of its mineral character and animal fossils.* 

The special interest of this grpup in connection with those just enu- 
merated is due to the fact that beds containing plants, several of which 
are identical with those of the Jabalpur beds, are interstratified with rocks 
yielding marine fossils. 

^ Dr. Peifitmantel enumerates twenty-eight I and others stems not ideniided generically. 
in his Memoir, but some are only varieties | ^ At/ra, p» ^23. 
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The following is a list of the platUs from the Umia beds,* a dagger in- 
dicating species found in the Jabalpur group ; — 


Alqm^ 

(?) Chondrites dichotomus, 
Filices — 

Oleandrid’um vittitum, 
Taniopieris densinervis, 
fAlethopteris whitbyensii. 
Pecopieris tenera^ 
Pachypteris specifica, 

„ brevipinnata. 
Actinopterisy sp. 


Q^Ckm>C2,]&--contd, 
Otozamites contiguus* 

,9 imbrieatus* 

„ cf. goldioei, 

Cycadites cutchensis, 
Cycndolepsis ptlosa, 
Willi amsonia blanfordi. 
CONIIER®— 

Palissya bhoojoorensis* 
t j, cf. indica. 


CvCADEACEi® — 

iPtilophyllum cutchsnse. 
t 9, acutifoVum, 

„ brachyphyllum. 


„ cf. laxa. 

Pachyphyllu m d ivari catu m . 
^Echinostrobus expan sits. 
\Araucarites cutchensis. 


At a somewhat lower horizon in the rocks of Cutch, a few plants have 
been found near a village named Narha, in the northern part of the prov- 
ince, in beds interstratihed with the Katrol group, the Cephalopoda of 
which are considered by Dr. Waagen as corresponding to those of the 
Kimmeridge and Upper Oxford beds of Europe. These plants consist of 
the following species * : — 


Sphenopteris, cf. argtita. • OtozimiteSy cf. contiguns. 

Alethopteris whitbyensis* Araucarites Ciitchensis. 

The three last are apparently identical with species found in the Umia 
beds, whils: Sphenopteris arguta is an English lower oolite species, foun > 
also in the Jabalpur and Rdjmahdl groups. The Alethopteris and Arau^ 
carites are also Jabalpur forms. This evidence, so far as it goes, tends 
to show a great persistency in the flora, and it may indicate that the 
Jabalpur beds are a little older than the Urnia group, since the connection 
of the flora found in the Katrol beds of Narha with that of the Jabalpur 
group is quite as strong as with the Umia plant fossils. 


In northern Kithiaw^r a series of soft white and ferruginous sand- 
stones, with pebbly bands, is exposed, of which a few fossil plants have 
been obtained, which are comprised in the following list,^ an asterisk and 
dagger indicating species that are also found in the Umia and Jabalpur 
groups respectively 


Filicks— 

* t Alethopteris whitbj/ensis, 

Pecopieris, sp. 

Tar iopteris, sp. 
Cycadeace-k — 

t Podozamites lanceolatus. 

• t Ptilophyllum cu chense* 


Conieer;e— 

t Palissya jabalpurensis. 
t Taxites tetierrimus. 

• t Echino^tr obits expansus. 

* t Aj^aucarites cutchensis. 


* Pal. Indica, series xi, II, 63, (1876). [ series xi, II, 80, (1876). 

* Memoirs. IX, 213, (1872) ; Pal. Indica, 1 * Memoirs, XXI, 81-82, (1SS4). 
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The Kdthi^w^r beds have been regarded as the equivalents of the Umia 
group in Cutch, and the lithological resemblance and geographical prox- 
imity are certainly in favour of correlating them with tlieonly group, of the 
more extended series, which appears to have been deposited under similar 
conditions, but four of the seven species of plants recognised are found both 
in the Umia and Jabalpur groups and three in the latter alone. Tlie 
palaeontological relationship is consequently closer with the more geo- 
graphically remote beds, and if the Kdthiiudr sandstones are the equi- 
valents of the Umia group, they indicate a greater approximation in age 
between the latter and^the Jabalpur group than a direct comparison of the 
two floras wouli necessarily impl>. 






CHAPTER VIIl. 

HOMOTAXIS OF THE GONDWANA SYSTEM. 

Comparison of Gondwdna and European Horas— Palaeontological relations of the animal re- 
mains —Asiatic representatives of the Gondudna system— Representatives of the Gond- 
wAna system In Australia and in South Africa— Correlation of the rock groups in the four 
continents — A former land connection between India and Africa — Bearing on the doctrine 
of the peimanence of oceans — and on the hypothesis of secular variations in latitude. 

In the preceding chapters all reference to the very interesting question 
of the age of the Gondwana system, as compared with the geological se- 
quence in Europe, has been purposely omitted. The subject is one whose 
interest and complexity deserves a special treatment, and it would have 
been impossible to deal with its bearing on several of the most important 
problems of theoretical geology that are still unsettled, without interrupting 
the general description of the stratigraphy of the Gondwdna system. 

The writer of these pages is fortunate in the fact that the bitter con- 
troversy which long raged over this question, is now practically extinct. 
The history of this controversy would be an interesting one, showing, 
as it does, how truth is ultimately arrived at by the contact of conflicting 
opinions, each involving an element of falsehood and each containing a 
large amount of truth. But the purpose for which this book has been 
written, and that for which it will principally be consulted, is the state- 
ment of the present state of our knowledge, and a recapitulation of the past 
would be a task as uncongenial in its execution as unprofitable in its re- 
sult, The main points for which the members of the Geological Survey have 
contended were accepted at last, even by the talented palaeontologist who, 
alone among his colleagues, disputed them, and the last smouldering 
embers are mere minor and unimportant differences of opinion as to the 
exact position of certain individual groups of the Gondwana system. 

The most obvious method of determining the age of the rock groups of 
the GondwAna system would be a direct comparison of the fossils they 
contain with those of Europe. Unfortunately this method leads to very 
unsatisfactory and inconclusive results. 

If we take the flora of the Damuda series we find, according to Dr. 
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Feistmantel, the following species identical with, or allied to, European 
forms — 

Permian— 

Macrofaniol>teris fMeni, Fstm., allied to M. abnonnist Gutg. 

Trias — 

Schieoneura gond'wanensis, Fstm., allied to 5 ’. paradox S..himp 
Merianopferis major^ P'stm., allied to M* angusta, Heer. 

Jura of Russia and Siberia— 

Phyllotheca indica, Buiib., allied to P. sibirtca, Heer. 

J\ robustiii Fstm., allied to P. stschurowskn, Schmalh. 

Cyathea, cf. tscihatcheffi, Schmalh., probably identical. 

Dicksonia hughesit Fstm., allied to D. sapor tanoy Heer. 

Samaropsis, cf. parvula, Heer., probably identical. 

Rhtpidopsis, tf.gingkotdest Schmalh., probably identical. 

while Belemnopteris woodmasoniana is said to closely resemble the living 
form Hemionotis cor data found in Southern India. 

Jf we take the Rdjmah^l flora the evidence is no less conflicting. The 
following list gives the relationships with European forms as determined 
by Dr. F eistinantel * : — 

Permian— 

Macrotcenioptsris lata^ O. & M., allied to M, ahnormisy Giilbg. 

Pterophyllum carterianuniy 0 . & M., allied to Pt, blechnoidesy Sandbg. 

Trias — 

Gleichenia hindrabunensisy Schimpy allied to G. graciliSy Heer. 

Danceopsis rajmahaUnsisy Fstm., allied to D. marantavea, 

RHiETlC— 

Equisetum rajmahalensey Schimp,, allied to E. muensteriy Slbg 
I'hiunfeldia salicifoliay O. & M., allied to T. djcnrrens, Schenk. 

Alethopteris indica, O. & M., allied to Asplmites rosserti, Schenk 
Angiopieridium maclellandi, O. & M., allied to A, muensteriy Gopp. 
Macroiaeniopteris latOy O. & M., allied to M. giganteuy Schenk. 

„ cl, proptiiquum, Gopp , probably klentical. 

Pterophyllum fissum, Fstm., allied to P. comptumy L. & H., and minus, L. H. 

„ dtsians, Morr., allied to P. hraunianumy Gopp. 

Pterophyllum princeps, O. & M., allied to P, hrauniy Schenk. 

Otozamitesy cf. brevifoliuy Brgt., probably identical. 

Palissya indicay Fstm., allied to P. brauni,, Endl. 

Cheirolepis, cf. muensteriy Schimp., probably identical. 

„ gracilis, Fstm., allied to C. muensteriy Schimp. 

Lias— 

Equisetum rajmahalensey Schimp., allied to E. liasintimy Heer. 

Angiopieridium macclellandiy O. & M., allied to A, muensteriy Gopp. 

Cyeadites rajmahalensis, Oldh., allied to C. linearis, Slbg. 

^ Pal, Indieoy series xii, 111 , pt. ii, (1880). 1 ^ Pal fndica j series u, 1 , pt. ii, (1877^ . 
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Oolite— 

Sphenopterts argnta^ L. & H., identical. 

Hymenophyllites bunbnryanust Fstm , allied to Tympanophora Viicemosa, L. & H. 

Alethoptt^rts ttidtca, O. & M., allied to A. whithyensis, L. & H. 

Pterophyllum fissum, Fstm., allied to P. minus, L. &. H., a Rhastic species also. 

Williamsonia, cf. gigns, Carr., probably identical. 

Araucarites macropterust Fstm., allied to A. brodiei. Sap. 

These two floras were regarded by an eminent palaeontologist as 
indicating a triassic and a liassic age respectively, but the most striking 
points about them the want of definite evidence of a difference 

of age corresponding to the great stratigraphical break and palaeontologi- 
cal contrast between the two groups and, secondly^ the extremely hetero- 
geneous nature of the alliances exhibited by the flora. For the last of 
these an explanation will be found in the sequel, but it is also largely due 
to the absence of any true test of relationship in fossil plants. The shell 
of a marine mollusc, the test of a crustacean or the cup of a coral give 
real clues to the zoological position of the animal they once formed parts 
of, but leaves or, in the case of ferns, fronds, either barren or with the fructi- 
fication too obscure to be determinable, are all that we have when dealing 
with fossil plants, and these, which have the least weight in determining the 
relationships of li> ing plants, are often only imperfectly preserved. When a 
number of leaves are tound, all showing the same shape and venation, 
there is a considerable probability that they belonged to the same 
species, but when small differences are observed, wdiich lead to their being 
classed as belonging to distinct species, there is no certainty that they did 
not belong to plants widely separated from each other in all important 
characteristics, wdiilc plant remains that are classed under distinct genera 
or even families may have belonged, not merely to closely allied species 
but may have formed different parts of one and the same plant. It may 
consequently result that a plant tossil may most resemble one of a very 
different age, which possibly w^ould prove to be widely di^^tinct from it did 
we but know the whole of both. 

The alliances of the Pdnehet flora are shown in the following table* 

Tri^s— 

Schizoneuyn goiidwan(‘nsis, Fstm,, allied to S parod ixa, Sebimp. 

Rustic — 

Pecopieris concinna, Presl., identical. 

Cyclupteris pachyrhiica, (jopp., identical. 

dleandridium, cf. stenoneuron, Schenk., probably identical. 

Thinnfeldia odonfopteroidts, Morr , allied to T. rotundata, Nath. 

Jura— 

Samaropsis, cf. parvula, Heer. 

In the last case, how^ever, the resemblance is of little value. 

• Pal. Indica, series xii, III, pt. ii, Si, (1880). 


O 
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If we pass upwards to the Jabalpur and Umia groups we find a much 
more homogeneous flora, as is indicated by the following statement of the 
alliances with European fossil plants 

Alliances of the Jabalpur Flora.' 

Lias — 

Otozamites gracilis, Schimp., identical. 

Lower Oolite— 

Sphenopteris, cf. arguta, L. & H., probably identical. 

Alefhopteris lobifolia, Schimp., identical, 

„ vohitbyensis, Gopp., identical. 

Podoeamites lanceolatus, L. & H., identical. 

Wtlliamsonia, cf. gigas, probably identical. 

Cycaditesl cL gr ami neusy Heer., probably identical. 

Araucarites cutchensis, Fstm., allied to A, philltpsi, Carr. 

Br achy phy Hum mammillare, L. & H., identical. 

Echifiostrobus expansus, Schimp., identical. 

Alliances of the Umia Flora.* 

Rhjjtic— 

Oleandrtdium vittaium, Schimp., identical. 

Actinopteris, sp. allied to A* peltaia, Schenk. 

' Lower Oolite— 

Oleandrtdium vittatum, Schimp., identical* 

Alethopteris whitbyensis, Gopp., identical. 

Pachypteris specified^ Fstm., allied to P, lanceolafa, Brgt. 

Otozamites, cf. goldioei, Brgt., probably identical. 

„ imbricattCSy Fstm., allied to 0, brongniarti. Sap. 

CycOdites cutchensis, Fstm., allied to 0, zamioides. Leek. 

Wtlliamsonia blanfordi, Fstm., allied to W, sp, Carr, 

Taxites cf, laxus, Phill,, probably identical, 

Pachyphyllum divaricatum, Bunb., identical, 

Echinostrobus expansus, Stbg., identical. 

Araucarites cutchensis, Fstm., allied to A, brodiei, Carr, 

Upper Jura (Kimmeridge P)— 

GycadoUpsis pilosa, Fstm., allied to C. hirta. Sap, 

Reviewing the evidence of theGondudna plants, we find that the two most 
important of the floras, those of the Damuda and Kdjmahil series, do not 
show a definite relation to any single horizon of the European sequence, 
nor do they show any distinct evidence of a difference of age. The flora 
of the PAnchet group has a much more defined relationship to the rbaetic, 
and the beds might have been referred to this age on the evidence of the 
plants alone, were there not other considerations, to be detailed below 
pointing to an older date. The Jabalpur and Umia floras show a still 


IndUa, series xil, II, ^3,(1877). 


1 ^ Pal, Indtca, series xii, 11 , 63, (1876). 
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greater definiteness of relationship, in this case to the low<fr oolite, and 
though the latter group was described as newer than the former, the 
difference in age of the two is possibly not so great as to introduce any 
difficulty. The Cutch plant beds are, however, found resting on marine 
deposits whose Cephalopoda show that they are of uppermost oolitic age, and 
arc overlaid conformably by beds containing upper neocomian ammonites;^ 
there is consequently a direct conflict here between the evidence of the 
marine mollusca and the fossil plants, and the question of which is to be 
preferred arises. 

This wdll not be discussed here in detail, but the explanation is to be 
found in the diversity of the forms of terrestrial life inhabiting distant 
regions of the earth at the present day. There is a much greater difler- 
ence between the terrestrial faunas and floras of Africa, Australia and 
America than between the animals inhabiting the Atlantic, Indian and 
Pacific oceans, and it is a common circumstance to discover fossil remains 
of animals and plants, without any living representatives in neighbour- 
ing lands, but allied to forms still living in a distant region. Such v\as 
also the case during the Gondwdna epoch, and, as will appear, the distinc- 
tions at its commencement were even more trenchant than at the present 
day. 


If w'e turn from the plants to the animal remains found in the Gond-' 
w’dna system, the evidence is little less ambiguous. The Gondwanosaunis 
from the Bijori group belongs to the family AfchegosauridWy which in 
Europe is principally carboniferous and permian, though a specialised form 
ranges into the trias. The affinities of the Indian specimen are said to be 
permian. On the other hand, Brachyops laticepSy from the Mdngli group, 
which is believed to be of about the same age as the Bijori group, is 
in Europe only allied to Rhinosaurusy a jurassic form.* Its nearest allies 
are to be found in the Karoo beds of South Africa. 

The reptiles of the Pdnehet group exhibit but little connection with 
European forms, and their connection with the South African fauna will be 
noticed further on. 

In the Kota-Maldri and Denwa groups the genera Belodon, Ilyperoda* 
pedoHy and Masiodonsaurus are all represented in the upper trias of 
Europe, the first and last being also known from rhaetic beds, Parasuchus 
belongs to the same typically mesozoic group of crocodiles with biconcave 
vertebrae as Belodon^ and is placed with it, by Prof. Huxley,* in a section of 
the family wdiich is almost confined to triassic rocks in Europe. Of the 
fishes represented in the Kota-Mal6ri group the genus Lepidotus ranges 
from the lias to the lower chalk, and the Kota species were regarded 


* Infra p. 286. 

• PaL Indica, series iv, I, 13, (1885). 


® Quart, Jour. GeoU Soc.y XXXI, 427, (1875), 
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by Sir P. Egerton,^ as showing liassic or oolitic affinities, Tetragonolepis 
is only known from liassic beds, and Dapedtus is also a liassic genus. 
Ceratodus is principally triassic, but species have been found in beds of 
later date, and the genus is still living in Australia. 

Here the fauna of the Maleri group indicates an earlier age than that 
of the Kota, and in this agrees with the relative stratigraphical position of 
the two groups, but the fossils indicate a much greater difference in the 
age of the two rock groups than their intimate stratigraphical association 
suggests, and we have very much the same palaeontological contradiction 
as there is between the land plants and marine animals of the Cutrh 
jurassics. 


From the coalfields of Tongkinga fossil flora has been described^ which 
contains certain Gondw^na forms, and exhibits a much closer relation to a 
definite European horizon than any of the groups of that system. Out of a 
total of nineteen species, ten are found in the ihaetic beds of Europe, and 
eight of the remainder in India ; of the latter Phyllotheca indica^ 
Palwovittaria kurzi^ Macrotsmiopteris feddent^ Glossopteris broxvniana^ 
and Noegerathiopd^ htslopi^ are Damuda forms, and the Rdjmahdl and 
Sripermatur groups are represented by Angiopteridium spatkulatum^ 
Tieniopteris ensis Otozamites rartnetvis^ Heie the evidence, so far 
as it goes, is distinctly in favour of regarding the Tongking beds as rh«tic 
in age and intermediate between the Damuda and R^jmahAI series in India, 
or more or less contemporaneous with the Pdnehets, whose flora has also a 
rhaetic facies. 


Outside the limits of India proper, in north-western Afghdni'^t^n, a 
scries of coal bearing sandstones, intercalated with marine beds, and having 
at its base a boulder bed precisely similar in character to that of the 
Talchirs has been described by Mr. Griesbach.^ The general classification 
of the beds as adopted by him is as follows : — 


Akc. 

torination. 

Localities. 

lurassic . 

Densely red grit<? and sandstone, 


shales with plant remains. 

/Upper Almar stream near Pain- 


Trap. 

( guzar ; Astar-ab below Paisnah. 


Dark blaish grey g’its and sand- 

[ Khorak-i-Bala, north of the Kara 


stone : plant remains. 

Ash-beds. 

V Koh. 


Sandstone and black alum shales 
with plant impressions; manne 
fossils. 

Dodb north of the Kara Kotal. 


» Pal Indica, series iv, I, 2 , (1875), Ganoid 
Fishes from the Deccan.*' 

• R. Zeiller : “ Examen de la ffore fossile des 
c(#aches de charbon du Tongking, Annates 
des MtneSf 8th series, II, 299, (1882), The 


details in the text are taken from Pal. Indiea, 
senes xii, IV, Introduction, pp. xr-xvii, (1886;. 

•* Records^ XIX, 239, (i8j6). The uppermost 
rec grits were afterwards said to be neoco^ 
mUn. Records^ XX, 94, (1887). 
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Formation. 


Light coloured sindstones and 
shales with coal seams. 

Great thickness of marine sand- 
stone, limestone, and shales with 
coal seams. Schizoneuia^i^.^Gic. 

Brown sandstones and shales with 
coal seams. Equheiites colum- 
nar is. 

Marine sandstone and limestone 
beds. Halobia lommelt^ Monotis 
salinaria. 


Altered shales (mica-schist, etc ) 
with graphitic and anthracitic 
seams. Clay sliales with impure 
coal. The whole traversed by 
hornblendic granite. 

Coarse conglomerate in greenish 
matrix, altered by granite. 

• Massive daik limestone with bra- 
' chiopod casts. 

There can be little doubt that these bods are the cquivalonts of the 
Gondwdna system of the Indian Peninsula and will be of the greatest im- 
portance in determining the age of the various members of that s\stt‘m, 
when they have been more fully studied. At present the subdivisions of the 
series of beds seen in Afghanistan cannot be correlated with those of the 
Gondwinas in detail, while as regards the correlation of the beds with the 
European sequence, it must be remembered that no fossils from this area 
have been critically determined, and the correlation, depending merely on a 
field determination of two or three species, may be upset by a fuller 
study of the fauna and flora as a vvhole. It is necessary to bear this in 
mind as the horizon indicated by Mr. Griesbach, for the coal bearing beds 
of Afghanistan, is higher than that which we shall have cause to regard as 
the horizon of the Barakar or Rdniganj groups, their probable equivalents 
in India. The country in which these Afghan Gondw^nas are developed is 
not open to detailed examination by Europeans, such information as is avail- 
able having been obtained during rapid journeys through the country, and 
until a closer and more detailed examination of them can be made they have 
not the importance, from the present point of view, that their proximity to 
India, and the occurrence of beds containing marine fossils, intercalated with 
those which contain the fossil plants, would otherwise give them. 


I..ocalitic8. 

Kotai-i-Sabz (north slope of Kara 
Koh), Shisha Alang. 

Chahil ; Shisha Alang. 

Chahil, north slope of KotaUi-Sabs. 

Chahil. 

Saighin; Ak Robat Kotal, north. 

Palu Kotal and gorge ; Ak Robat. 
Ditto ditto ditto. 



If, instead of looking to the west or the east, we turn to the south, we 
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will find in Australia a series of beds which clears up the vexed question of 
the homotaxis of the GondwAnas in a wonderful manner. 

From Bacchus marsh in Victoria three species of Gan^amopterts have 
been obtained, but of this very limited fauna one species is identical with, 
and the other two allied to, KarharbAri forms. This would in itself suggest 
a correlation of the Bacchus marsh with the Karharbiri beds, and there is 
further evidence in the presence of large blocks of granite and pebbles of 
rocks that must have travelled long distances, imbedded in a fine grained 
matrix of mud.^ Like the Talchir boulder bed, the beds are of glacial origin, 
and this, combined with' the palaeontological evidence, justifies us in 
regarding them as the equivalents of the Indian Talchirs. 

By itself this would be of little importance, as the Bacchus marsh ex- 
posure is small and the beds cannot be palaeontologically connected with any 
others of known age. But there is in New South Wales a much better and 
more complete section, which is in fact the standard one for Australian 
geology, so far as the period we are dealing with is concerned. The 
sequence has there been divided into the following groups 

6. Wianamatta shales. 

5. Haw kesbury sandstones. 

4. Newcastle beds, or upper coal measures. 

3. Upper marine beds with carboniferous fauna. 

2. Stony creek beds, or lower coal measures. 

1. Lower marine beds, with carboniferous fauna. 

The marine beds are important on account of the fossils they contain, 
and because they give us a fairly detinite geological horizon to start from. 
Their equivalence to the glacial beds at the base of the speckled sandstone 
in the Salt range, and the close alliance of the fauna of these last r ^med 
with that of the Australian marine carboniferous beds, has already been 
referred to,* and need not be recapitulated here. 

The only palaeontological evidence bearing on the correlation of the 
Bacchus marsh beds, with the sequence in New South Wales is the 
occurrence of Gangamopteris angustifolia in the Newcastle beds. But 
th^re is weightier evidence of a different character, which renders it certain 
that the marine beds, and not the overlying Newcastle beds, are the true 
equivalents of the glacial boulder clays of Bacchus marsh. 

The marine beds, and especially those immediately associated with the 
lower coal measures of Stony Creek are composed of a fine grained matrix 
of sand or shale, enclosing numerons delicate Fenestellx and bivalve shells 
with their valves still united, which had lived, died and been tranquilly 
preserved where they are now found, thus proving, as conclusively as 

’ Report on the geology of the district of I p. 10. 

Ballnn by Richard Daintree, Melbourne, 1866^ | '* Supra^ p. lai. 


Murce beds. 
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the texture of the matrix in which they are preserved, that they could 
never have been exposed to a current of an great rapidity. Scattered 
through this matrix there are are numerous more or less subangular 
blocks of stone, of all sizes, ranging up to several feet in diameter, some 
of which exhibit most characteristically developed glacial striae. It was 
not mere velocity of current that brought these fragments, and deposited 
them where they are, for to move even the smallest of them would require 
a current that would have swept away the matrix in which they are 
imbedded, and destroyed the delicate fossils with which they are asso- 
ciated. They must have been floated to their present position and dropped 
on to the bottom of a tranquil sea, and taking into consideration their 
abundance, as well as the distinct traces of glacial action that some 
of them exhibit, the only agency than can be appealed to is that of floating 
icebergs.^ 

We find then that the marine carboniferous deposits of New South 
Wales were formed during a period of exceptionally cold climate, and it is 
to the latter that we must look for an equivalent of the glacial beds of 
Bacchus marsh rather than to the overlying Newcastle beds, which indicate 
a more temperate climate at the time of their formation. 

The lower coal measures consist of a comparatively thin band of sand- 
stones and coal, intercalated between the lower and upper marine beds. 
The fact of this intercalation has been questioned, on account of the 
supposed mesozoic age of the flora obtained from them. But no one who 
had actually examined them in the field doubted the intercalation, and 
it is now too well established to be questioned. Under these circumstances 
it is important to see what are the plants which co-existed with a marine 
fauna of carboniferous type. The following is the list given by Dr. 
Feistmantel * 

Phyllotheca australis. 

Annularia australis. 

Glossopteris browniana, 

„ clarkei. 

At a glance the flora can be seen to be of the type of the lower Gond- 
winas, in India, and to differ totally from the European flora of corre- 
sponding age. The same alliance with the lower Gondw^na flora is to be 
seen more conspicuously in the following list of the plants of the Newcastle 
beds:— 

Phyllotheca australis. I Sphenopteris alata. 

Vertebraria australis, ' ** fiexuosa* 

‘ Records, XIX, 39, (1886); Quart. Jour, and notices of previous literature, is given by 
Ceol Soc , XLIII, 190, (1887) the same author in Sitzungsber, K, bdhm, Gf>s 

* O. Feistmantel, Palffontographica, supple- Wtss. 1887, pp. 55-77, and in Jour. Roy. Sne, 
ment, 1878-79. A resumd— , with lists of fossils New South WaleSf XIV, 103, (1881). 


Glossopteris elegans. 

„ primcBva, 
Nvrggerathwpsis prisca. 
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Glossopieris reticulum, 

,, tcemopteroides, 

„ Viilhinsoni, 

Gangamopteris angustifolia, 

„ chirkeana, 

Caulopteris (?) adamsi, 

Zeugophyllites elongatus. 
Noggerathtopsis media. 

„ spathulata. 

Brachyphyllum australe. 

Of these, Gangamopteris angustifolia and Glossopteris hrowniana are 
also found in India, the former in the Talchir and Karharbdri groups, the 
latter in the Damuda series. 'I hree species of Glossoptjeris^ G. linearis^ G. 
ampla^ G. parallela^ are represented in the Damuda flora by the allied forms 
G angustifolia^ G. communis 2 iud G. ciamudica. Tht Phyllotheca 

is very closely allied to, and has been considered identical with, P. indica 
of the Damudas, Vertebraria^ which is common in both the floras, is only 
known elsewhere by a distantly related species from the jurassic of Siberia. 
These specific relationships between the Damuda and Newcastle flora are 
strengthened by the general resemblance in the type of the floras as a 
whole. All the principal and more characteristic genera of the Newcastle 
beds are represented in both floras, and the genus Glossopteris in both 
cases includes about one-third of the total number of species. 

The palaeontological evidence would of itself be almost sufficient to 
justify the correlat'on of the Newcastle and Damuda series, and when we 
bear in mind that their position, relative to the underlying glacial beds, is 
similar in both cases, it becomes certain that the two coal bearing series 
must be more or less completely the equivalents of each other. 

Above the Newcastle comes the Hawkesbury group of sandstones and 
shales. The few fossils that have been obtained from this and the over- 
lying Wianamatta group are scarcely sufficient to establish their correlation 
wdth any particular division of the Gondwdna system, none of the species 
being found in India except Thinnfeldia odontopteroidesy a Pdnchet form, 
but there is evidence of a recurrence of glacial conditions in the Hawkesbury 
beds which is worth noting. Large angular fragments of shale, similar 
to that interbedded with the sandstones, are found imbedded in a confused 
manner, with their original bedding planes lying at all angles, in a matrix 
of sand. 1 hey occur nearly always immediately above the shale beds, 
and are accompanied by well rounded quartz pebbles.^ It is difficult to 
account for the facts that have been described without the agency of ice, in 
one form or another, but they are in no w ay comparable with the proofs 

* C. S. Wilkinson, Jour. Roy. Soe. New South Wales, XIII, 105, (1880). 


Spiienopteris gerniaua. 

„ hastatn. 

„ hbifolia. 

„ plumoSii. 

GloSiOpteris hrowniana. 
„ ampla. 

t, cordata, 

„ elo gain. 

„ linearis. 

„ parallela. 
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of glacial action exhibited by the marine beds. The evidence indicates the 
action of winter ice rather than of actual glaciers. 

No evidence of the recurrence of glacial conditions has been recorded 
in India, but there is an indication of a return of cold in the undecomposed 
felspar, found in the sandstones of the PAnchet group. Undecoinposed 
felspar is characteristic of the sandstones associated with the boulder beds 
of the Talchirs, and Prof. Green' nas remarked on the extreme freshness of 
the felspar in the glacial beds of the same age in South Africa. The beds of 
glacial origin in the Indus valley, which have been supposed to be eocene^ 
also contain an abundance of fragments of undecomposed felspar. Apart 
from these observations there is an inherent probability that sandstones 
containing undecomposed felspar would be found in cold climates. Ihey 
mean that the disintegration of the parent rock from which the material was 
derived, together with the transport and final accumulation of the debris, 
went on at a greater rate than chemical decomposition of the constituent 
minerals, and this might be due either to extreme dryness, w hich w'ould 
retard the rate of decomposition, or to an extreme severity of climate, 
which would accelerate the rate of disintegration. 

Taking these considerations into account, it may well be that the un- 
decomposed felspar of the PAnchet sandstones indicates a recurrence of a 
cold period, less severe than that of the Takhir, and comparable to that of 
the Hawkesbury group in New South Wales. Quite independent of this 
the stratigraphical position of the two groups would suggest their correlation, 
and the flora, which contains a mixture of purely lower Gondwdna with 
upper GondwAna genera, is consistent with this conclusion. 

Newer than the Hawkesbury beds a number of groups of plant bearing 
sandstones are found in different parts of eastern Australia, which probably 
represent the upper GondwAnas of India. Their relations to each other 
have not been fully worked out, and the recorded fossils indicate an 
admixture of specimens obtained from older beds. In any case they are of 
little importance in the present connection, and will not be further noticed. 


In South Africa we again find a representative of the GondwAna flora 
which, though perhaps less valuable for the purposes of establishing the age 
of the Indian formation than the Australian beds, is otherwise of great interest 
and importance. The Karoo series, as it is now generally called, consists 
of a thickness of many thousands of feet of sandstones and shales with 
interbedded coal seams. Like the GondwAnas, they were at first regarded 
as lacustrine in their origin, but are now looked upon by many geologists 
as having been deposited by rivers. Whether lacustrine or river deposits, 

* Quart. Jour. Ceoh Soc., XLIV, 244, (1888). 1 ‘ Infra y p 346. 
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they were certainly formed by fresh water, and the coal resembles that of 
the Damudas in its laminated structure and in the absence of an underclay 



Fig, 13 .— Geological sketch of South Africa. 

Gf granite and gneiss. 5, Silurian. B, porphyritic intrusions. C, carboniferous. Black, 
Ecca-conglomerate. K, Karoo formations and overlying trap White (in the neighbourhood 
of Algoa Bay and Cape Agulhas) Uitenhage and younger marine deposits 

or even roots penetrating the underlying beds. More important than these 
mineralogical resemblances are the similarities show^n by the fossil flora and 
fauna of the two countries, as will be described immediately. But, first, it 
will be well to notice briefly the distribution and relation to older roc\s of 
the beds we are concerned with. 

The Karoo formation occupies a very large tract of dry lands, in the 
interior of South Africa, forming the head waters of the Orange river 
and its southern affluents, and of the principal rivers which issue on the 
south coast. Northwards its extension has not been worked out, but rocks 
of a similar character have been observed in central Africa. Details of the 
palaeontology of these regions, which alone would render them of import- 
ance in the present connection, are however wanting. Over the whole of 
the area in South Africa occupied by the Karoo system, the beds lie hori- 
zontally in general, except for slight disturbance of the lower beds along 
the southern margin, and form large, flat, desert, plains, known as Karoo, 
from which the system derives its name. 

Between the Great Fish and St, John’s rivers the Karoo beds extend to 
the east coast, but elsewhere they are separated from it by a series of 
ranges formed of more or less disturbed palaeozoic beds. Among these the 
Bokkeveld beds contain a fauna of distinctly Devonian facies, overlaid by 
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plant bearing beds, the Witteberge and Zuurberge quartzites, containing a 
flora allied to the carboniferous of Europe. 

The subdivisions of the Karoo system have received a variety of names 
at different times from different authors, but generally it may be divided 
into three divisions as follows 

3. U pper or Stormberg beds. 

2. Middle or Beaufort beds. 

1. Lower or Rcca and Koonap beds. 

In dealing with the palaeontology of this system we have the great 
advantage that the latest, and most complete, description of the plants is by 
Dr. Feistmantel,* the same distinguished palaeontologist who examined 
and described the floras of India and Australia. According to him the 
specimens from the lower, or Ecca, group comprised the following species : 

D. Glossopieris hrowptiana, K. NoeggerathiopsU hhlopi, 

K. Gangamopferis cyclopteroides, 

(a variety). 

The middle or Beaufort beds yielded— 

Si'hinoti extra (?) africana* D. Glossopieris stricia, 

Phyllotlieca (?) D. „ refifera* 

n. Glossopieris browniana, K. D. „ damudira (yi ViHrxtiy), 

D. „ angustifolia* Ruhidgea 

D, ,, communis* 

the last being, according to Dr. Feistmantel, very probably the same as 
Pala^orittaria kurziy Fstm , from the Damudas. 

In these lists the letter K signifies that the species occurs in the Karhar- 
bari group, D that it is found in the Damuda series, and a glance at the 
list will show that, with the exception of one doubtful species, all those 
recognisable are identical with Indian species, and there can be no 
danger in correlating the Ecca and Beaufort beds with the Talchir and 
Damuda. 

Apart from the palaeontology of these beds, the lithological character of 
the lower or Ecca group would suggest its correlation with the Talchirs. tor 
it contains a boulder bed, composed of blocks of stone of various sizes, im- 
bedded in a fine grained matrix, precisely similar to that of the Talchirs, 
and now generally regarded as owing its origin to glacial action. The 
Ecca group also resembles the Talchirs in containing beds which closely 
resemble volcanic traps or ashes.® There can be no doubt that these 
glacial beds were formed during the same cold period which has left such 
conspicuous traces throughout India and Australia, and, taken in con- 
junction with the fossils, they leave no room for doubt that the Ecca beds and 

* Uebersichtliche Darstellung dergeologisch- Ces. PFiw., VII, Band 3, (1889). 
palaeontologischen Verhaltnisse sud Afrikas a A.H.Green, Quari* Jour, GeoU Soc*y XLIVi 
I Theil ; Die Karooformation und die dieselbe ^44^ (1888). 
unterlagernden schichten. Abkand. K, bohm. 
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Talchirs were deposited contemporaneously. The Devonian fauna, and 
carboniferous flora, underlying them have been already referred to, and as 
far as can be judged from the published description, there is no great 
discordance, implying a long lapse of time, between the beds in which they 
are found and the base of the Karoo system. 

Besides the plants, and much better known than them, are the numer- 
ous reptilian remains, which have been found in the Beaufort beds. These, 
too, show a very distinct connection with the much more limited low^er 
Gondwina fauna. The M^ngli labyrinthondont, Brachyops laticeps^ Owen 
is closely related to Mtcropholis stowii, Hux., from the Beaufort beds. 
The aberrant genus Dicynodon is represented by no less than thirteen 
species in South Africa, and is not known elsewhere except from the 
P^nchet group, and from reputed triassic beds in North America, w’hile 
Ptychosta^um orientule resembles P, declive^ Owen, so closely that the 
speciflc distinction is difiicult.^ 

The age of the Beaufort beds, as compared with the European se- 
quence, cannot be said to be definitely established, the opinions expressed 
by different palaeontologists, and by the same one at different times, having 
varied, but the general consensus appears to be that the reptilian fauna 
represents a triassic age. They have generally been regarded as the equi- 
valents of the Pdnchct group, on the strength of the resemblances between 
the reptiles of the two, but the conjecture is open to question. The 
genus Dicynodon ranges into the next succeeding rock group, which also 
contains one plant identical with a Pdnchet species, and agrees better in 
stratigraphical position than the underlying Beaufort group. 

The uppermost group, of the Karoo system, again contains reptilian 
remains, among which is one species of Dicynodon^ and the following 
plants, besides some undetermined equisetaceous stems 


A. Sphenopteris elongata, 

A. Thinnfeldia od onto pier aides, 
A. „ trilobata (?). 

A. Tceniopteris carruthersi, 

A. „ daintreeL 


Anihrophyosisy sp. 
Alethopterisy sp, 

A. PodozamiUs elongatus, 
„ sp. 

Baiera schencku 


In this list the letter A denotes that the species has been found in Aus- 
tralia, in the so called mesozoic beds of Victoria, Tasmania or Queensland, 
whose exact position in the New South Wales sequence has not been 
fully established. The two species of Sphenopteris have been found in 
South America, and only one species, Thinnfeldia odontopteroides^ a 
Pinchet form, has been found in India. The probability that these beds 
represent the Pdnehet group has just been referred to, and the presence 
of this plant makes the suggestion more probable. 

* R. Lydekker, ReeordSy XXIH, 19, (1890). 
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It will be seen that the flora of the Stormberg beds is as distinctly 
allied to the Australian one as those of the lower groups are Indian, but 
Indian affinities reappear in the next succeeding rock group. 


In the neighbourhood of Algoa bay a set of fossiliferous shales and 
sandstones, known as the Uitenhage series, of no great thickness and not 
found far from the coast, bears much the same relation to the Karoo sys* 
tern of the interior, as do the coastal outliers of the Rdjmahal series to 
the lower Gondwdnas of the interior of the Peninsula. Like these, they 
are of marine origin and have yielded marine fossils, which were at one 
time believed to indicate a lower oolitic age,^ but have since been shown to 
be neocomian,* at least so far as the upper beds are concerned. 

1'he plant remains that have been described appear to have been pro- 
cured from the lower beds of the series.* Unfortunately, Dr. Feistmantel 
did not live to complete the description of the plants of this series, and we 
have only the earlier description of a more limited collection by Prof. 
Tate, of which the following is a list* : — 


Filices — 

recopteris aiherstonei. 

„ rubidi>ei. 

„ africana, 

„ lobata. 

Sphenopteris antipodum. 
CyclopUris jenkinstaua. 


Cycadeaceje— 

Pal(jPozaMia {Otozamites) recta* 

„ (Podozatnites) morrisii, 

„ rubidgei* 

„ (vel Pterophylliim) afri- 

cana, 

Qoi>i\?mM-^Arfhrotaxites, 


Of these, Pecopteris lobata is a R^jmahdl form, P, atherstonei P, 
rubidgei are allied to Alethopteris indica, Cyclopteris jenkinsiana is allied 
to C. oldhamiy and the Arthrotaxites is very like the Rdjmahil Echino^ 
strohus indicus. 

The alliances of the Cycads are vague and appear to be rather with 
European lower oolite than with Rdjmahdl forms, but Pecopteris lobata 
appears to be the commonest plant, and C* jenkinsiana is also abundant. 
On the whole, however, the flora is distinctly related to that of the Rijmahal 
group, though the resemblances are not sufficient to establish a contem- 
poraneity of origin. 


Having detailed the facts, so far as they bear on the subject in hand, 
we Cciii now proceed to the discussion of the age of the different rock 
groups. 


’ R, Tate, Quait, Joui. GeoU Soc,, XXIII, 

169, (1867). 

* Holub. u. Neumayr, Denks., k. k, Akad. 
Wien., XLIV, 267, (1882). 


* Quart* Jour* Geol* Soc*^ XXIII, 147, 
(1867). See also G, W. Stow, Quart. Jour* 
Geol. Soc*, XXVII, 497. (»87i). 

* Quart* Jour. Geol. Soc*, XXIU, 144, (>867)- 
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To begin with, we find, in Africa, India, and Australia alike, certain 
beds containing abundant and conspicuous traces of glacial action. The 
plant remains show' that in South Africa, in the Indian Peninsula, and in 
Victoria these are of approximately the same age, and marine fossils show 
the same with regard to the beds in New South Wales and the Salt range. 
The deposits in every case were formed during a period of great cold, which 
was succeeded by a much more temperate climate, and it is almost impos- 
sible to doubt that this wide spread change of climate must have been due 
to some far reaching, if not cosmic, cause. It is consequently justifiable 
to use these glacial deposits for the purpose of correlation, and to conclude 
that the boulder beds of the three continents were formed contempora- 
neously. 

In this way we at once find in the marine fossils of New South Wales 
and the Salt range a means for determining the homotaxis of the Talchir 
group. The former w'ere once regarded as lower carboniferous in age, but 
the bulk of the lower carboniferous species they contain range through the 
whole of the epoch. The absence of the. group oi Productus giganteus^ 
and the presence of the genus Sirophalosia^ point to a newer horizon, and 
they are now looked ujion as upper carboniferous or somewhat newer,^ The 
reasons for ascribing a similar age to the Salt-range boulder beds have 
already been given. 

The Barakar group in India and the Beaufort beds in South Africa agree 
so closely in their stratigraphical relations to the glacial boulder beds, and 
in their fossil plants, that they are dearly equivalent to each other. In 
the case of the Newcastle beds of Victoria, though the palaeontological 
agreement with the Barakar group is less close, the stratigraphical 
relations are equally intimate, and there can be little doubt that there 
is no great divergence in the homotaxis of the two groups. The st^ati- 
graphical connection, between the Newcastle beds and the underlying, 
marine carboniferous deposits, is too close to allow of any great interval 
of time, and the Newcastle beds and Barakars cannot well be newer than 
permian. In the Salt range a similar stratigraphical position is occupied 
by the lower division of the Productus beds w'hich are separated from 
the boulder beds of Talchir age by the speckled sandstones. If not the 
equivalent of the Barakar group, they cannot be nr. uch older. Their age 
has already been established as corresponding to the permo-carbon iferous 
of the Ural mountains, and it is noteworthy that the flora of this age in 
eastern Russia is as essentially and typically palseozoic as the^ contem- 
poraneous Barakar or Karharbdri flora is mesozoic.* 


IV, 153, (1890). 

^SeePaL Indicat series xiii, IV, 17S, 


* W. Waagen, Jahrb. K, K. GeoL Reichs, 
men, XXXVll, 163, (1887) j Records, XXI. 
106, (1888) . See also Pai. Indica, scries xiii. 
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As we ascend the sequence the evidence gets less satisfactory. The 
probable equivalence of the PAnchet group with the Hawkesbury beds of 
Victoria and the Stormberg beds of South Africa has already been referred 
to. The fauna of the Beaufort beds, once regarded as permian, is 
now more usually looked on as triassic, but the evidence is not con* 
elusive. In the Salt range no certain equivalent of the PAnchets can be 
detected, though it is possible that the base change of fauna at the top of 
the Ceratite beds was due to a change of ocean currents caused by, or 
the cause of, that change of climate which is indicated in the P^nchet and 
Hawkesbury beds. This suggestion would harmonise with the conclu- 
sions that have been drawn from the study of the animal remains of, the 
PAnchet group. 

The age of the RAjmahAl group must remain uncertain till the marine 
fossils of the outliers on the east coast have been determined. It is older 
than the Tri petty sandstones from which Trigonia smeei and T, ventricosa 
were obtained, both of which occur in the Umia group of Cutch, and the 
last nrfmed also in the neocomian beds of the Uitenhage series. The 
cephalopoda of the Sripermatur group were believed by Dr. Waagen to 
have a neocomian facies, but the specimens are too ill preserved for very 
great value to be attached to this determination. 

Indirectly we can form some sort of a guess at the age of the RAjmahAl 
group, for the plant beds of Cutch overlie beds containing a marine fauna 
which represents an upper oolitic (portlandian) horizon, and underlie a 
bed of ferruginous oolite of neocomian or aptian age. The lower oolitic 
facies of tlie flora has been mentioned, but in view of the uncertainty that 
attaches to palaeobotanical evidence, when large distances intervene, and 
the distinctness of that afforded in the present case by the marine fossils, it 
is impossible to regard the Cutch plant beds as older than upper oolite 
while they may verge into the neocomian period. The Jabalpur group, 
which is closely related to the Cutch plant beds, becomes, consequently, 
middle oolite at the oldest, and the RAjmahal scries ranges backwards 
from that, throwing the RAjmahAl group of the RAjmahAI hills into the 
lower oolite or even the lias. 

Taking everything into consideration, we may then accept the corre- 
lation indicated below as approximately representing the true interpreta- 
tion of known facts. Two important reservations must, however, be made 
in this connection. In the first place the suggestion made by Mr. H. 
F. Blanford^ in 1875, that the Talchir boulder bed was contemporaneous 
with the permian glacial deposits of England, has never been absolutely 
disproved, and as recent investigations have shown that the supposed lower 
carboniferous deposits of Australia are newer than they were formerly 

* Quart, Jour, Ceol, Soc,, XXXI, 528, (1875). 



3o8 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— GONDWANA HOMOTAXIS. lOhap. vni. 


Tabular Statement of the probable equivalence of the Upper Paleeozoic 
and Lower Mesozotc rocks of India ^ Africa and Australia, 


Europe. 

India. 

New South Wales. 

South Africa. 

Upper Oolite • 

Umia. 



Middle Oolite , 

Jabalpur. 



Lower Oolite . , 

Kota-Maleri. 



Lias a • , 

Rajmdhal. 



Rhstic 

Mahddcva • 

Wianamatla. 


Trias • • 

Panchet 

Hawkesbury • 

Stormberg. 

Permian 

Rdniganj , v 

Newcastle . 

Beausfort. 

Permo-Carboniferous 

Barakar , / 



Upper Carboniferous 

Talchir , , 

L^ver coal measures 
ami associated mar- 

Ecca. 



ine beds 



considered to be, it is still possible that this may be the true equivalence, 
in ^^hich rase the Fdnchets might be of rhaetic age, as their flora indicates* 
In the second place the correlation of the Rdjmahdl group with the lias is 
open to question. Dr. Waagen’s statement regarding the neocomian facies 
of the Sripermatur cephalopoda cannot in itself carry any weight, on 
account of the very inipeifect and ill preserved material he had to deal 
with, but, taken in conjunction with the palaeontological connection of the 
Rijmahdl flora with that of the lower beds of the Uitenhage series, whose 
upper beds are now regarded as neocomian, it is strongly suggestive of a 
later age for the R^jmahil beds than is indicated in the table. The palae- 
ontological grounds on which the Pdjmah^Ll is considered older than the 
Jabalpur group have been referred to in the last chapter, where it ^^as 
shown that, looked at from a purely local point of view, it is more probable 
that the difference between the two floras, and their admixture in the Kota- 
Mal6ri group and the upper members of the outliers on the east coast, is 
due to a difference in age than to a mere difference of situation These 
reasons are not, however, conclusive, and it seems possible that an ex- 
amination of the marine fauna of the east coast outliers would show that the 
Rdjmahdl beds are newer than has been supposed, and that the differences 
between the Rdjmahdl, Jabalpur, and Cutch floras do not indicate successive 
periods of time so much as divergent conditions of soil or climate, existing 
in different parts of the continent on which the beds of theGondwdna 
system were deposited. Further, there are grounds for taking the Umia 
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group out of the jurassic system and placing it at the base of the cretace- 
ous, since its stratigraphical connection with the overlying beds, containing 
upper neocomian ammonites, is as close as with the underlying Katrol 
group, whose age is regarded as upper oolite (Oxford). Though it is im- 
probable in either case that the Cutch groups are exactly contemporaneous 
with the groups they have been referred to, on the strength of their marine 
fauna, there is ample room between the possible limits of error to allow of 
the Umia group being either lowermost neocomian or uppermost oolite, 
and the occurrence of Uitenhage neocomian Trigoniw in the Tripetty beds, 
which are probably, and the Katrol beds which are certainly, slightly older 
lends some support to a correlation with newer beds than that adopted. 

It will be seen from this that there are grounds for shifting the whole 
of the GondwAna groups a step higher in the sequence than the positions 
they occupy in the tabular statement, but the commencement will still 
remain in the palaeozoic era, whence the system ranges throughout the 
lower half of the mesozoic era well into its upper portion. 

Apart from these elements of un^rtainty regarding the exact correlations 
of the different rock groups, the t^ular statement does not truly represent 
their relations of the different rock groups in point of time. It has been 
necessary to space the rock groups equally, as it is quite impossible to 
determine what relation the periods they respectively represent may bear 
to each other, though it is quite certain that they are far from being equal 
or nearly so. Apart from this, and with the reservations already made, 
the table may be taken as representing the nearest approach to the truth 
which is at present possible of attainment, and equivalence adopted as that 
which appears to agree best with the known facts, taken as a whole. 


The comparison of the South African and Indian Gondwdna floras is of 
less importance and interest from the point of view of establishing their 
homotaxis than as indicating a former distribution of land and sea very 
different from what now exists. Naturalists have before now^ appealed to 
a former land area stretching across \sbat is now the Indian Ocean, to 
explain certain relationships between the living fauna of the Indian 
Peninsula on the one hand, and South Africa and Madagascar on the other, 
and the name Lemuria, given to this suppositious continent, is familiar to 
Inan3^ The hypothesis has of late years been discredited, at least in the 
form in which it was first propounded, and for the purpose it was originally 
intended to serve, and the most distinguished of the authors who have 
treated this subject, Dr. A, R. Wallace, has not only denied the neces- 
sity of appealing to any land connection in order to explain the pecu- 
liarities in the distribution of living animals, but has declared' that the 


‘ ** Island Life,’* ed. 1880, 418. 


P 
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fauna and flora of the Mascarene islands, lying between the two con- 
tinents, is such as to jDreclude the possibility of their being the remnants 
of an ancient continent, as was supposed by the believers in Lemuria. Dr. 
W. T. Blanford has, however, not only shown that the facts are not fully 
stated in Dr. Wallace's book, but has shown that the actual distribution of 
certain genera of birds, fishes, reptiles, and land mollusca, are strongly 
suggestive of a stretch of dry land having formerly extended from 
Southern India to Madagascar^ The question is a complicated one, but 
even if Dr. Wallace’s conclusion is granted, it no ways justifies the much 
wider inference he has drawn in support of the somewhat popular hypothesis 
of the permanence of continental and oceanic areas, and is quite consist- 
ent with the existence of an Indo- African continent in pretertiary times. 

The facts that have been detailed regarding the fauna and flora of the 
Karoo system show that there is a closeness of relation, amounting to iden- 
tity and, extending throughout the whole of the Talchir ard Damuda periods, 
w'hich is inexplicable unless there had been a contin\?ous land communication 
along which the plants could freel^jl^ migrate between two areas,* 
And the conclusion is vastly strengthened when we remember that through- 
out the greater part, if not the w^hole, of this period, a very different type 
of flora was flourishing in Europe and North America. 

Whether the comparative absence of Indian forms in the flora of the 
Stormberg beds indicates a break up of this land connection and the 
establishment of free communication with what is now Australia, it is difficult 
to decide, but if broken up, the presence of the Indian forms in the Uiten- 
hage series suggests that the connection must once more have been 
established. It is true that only one species is identical in the two areas, but 
after allowing for the uncertainty of the alliances of fossil species of pi? its, 
the connection between the two floras seems to be real, and the differences 
are such as would naturally follow from a difference in their age. 

The indications of a former Indo- African land area do not cease with 
the Gondvvina epoch. From a study of the Jurassic fauna of the world, 
Neumayr came to the conclusion that a land barrier must have stretched 
from Africa to India during that period, separating two distinct 
faunas.* This conclusion was especially founded on the study of the 
neocomian fauna of the Uitenhage series, and has lately received a 
strong confirmation in the identification of four species of Belemnites from 


* Proc. GeoL Soc> Lond.^ 1890, Presidential, 
address p. 83 . 

Dr. A. R. Wallace (“ Island Life,*’ p. 398) 
speaks of the “ fragmentary evidence derived 
from such remote periods ” and the futility of 
the notion that ** a similarity in the production 
of widely-separated continents at any past 
epoch is only to be explained by the existence 


of a direct land communication.” As may 
be seen from what has gone before and what is 
to follow, he hardly appears to have appre- 
ciated the full weight of the evidence. The 
subject has been treated of by Dr. W. T. Blan- 
ford <n his presidential address to the Geolo- 
gical Society, 1890, 

• Dei*kschr, k. k. Ak, Wiss. Wien, L, 13a, 
(1885). 
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Madagascar.^ Three of these belong to the group of NotocGsli^ a group 
which is typical of his equatorial fauna, while the fourth belongs to the 
H astatic a group which is distinctly southern in Europe. The only Belem* 
nile in the Uitenhage beds is not only different from any of the Mada- 
gascar forms, but belongs to the group Absoluti^ which is typical of the 
boreal regions in the northern hemisphere. The inference from this is 
that the neocomian beds of northern Madagascar were deposited in an 
extension of the tropical sea, while those of the extreme south of Africa 
were formed in a different, probably colder ocean.* 

This barrier does not seem to have been absolutely continuous 
throughout the jurassic period, or there may have been a mode of communi- 
cation round the north of the Peninsula of India by which some migration 
took place, and so the presence of a few Cutch species, which are also 
found on the east coast of India and in South Africa, is accounted for. 

In cretaceous times the evidence is even stronger. The fauna of the 
cretaceous (cenomanian) beds of Bigh is closely allied to that of Arabia and 
Europe, but is as distinct from th^ of the cretaceous beds in Trichinopoli 
as is possible in the case of two homotaxially equivalent faunas. But the 
Trichinopoli cretaceous fauna is very closely allied %o that of the Khdsi 
hills and of South Africa, showing that these areas, which are separated 
from each other by distances much greater than that which divides the 
Trichinopoli and Blgh exposures, were parts of one marine province, and 
the difference of the fauna from that of the lower Narbada valley can 
only be explained by the existence of a land barrier, separating the sea in 
which the Trichinopoli, Khisi, and South African fauna lived, from that in 
which the Narbadd, Arabian, and European cretaceous beds were deposited.* 

We see then that throughout the later part of the palaeoioic and the 
whole of the mesozoic era, there was a continuous stretch of dry land over 
what is now the Indian Ocean, which finally broke up and sank beneath 
the sea in the tertiary period. 

This conclusion has an important bearing on the generally, though not 
universally, accepted doctrine of the permanence of continental and 
oceanic areas. It is claimed, by many geologists of eminence, that the 
deep oceanic areas of the present day have been oceans throughout the 
whole of the period represented by the sedimentary formations of the 
geological sequence, and that, if we except small volcanic islands rising 
from the depths of the ocean, the dry land of every geological period was 
confined to the present dry land and the shallower parts of the sea sur- 
rounding it. 

» Quart, your. Geol. Soc., XLV, 333, (iSSp)- but the climatic inferences are vitiated by the 

* Neu£s Jahrb. Min. Geol.^ 1890, Band I, p. i; possibility of there having been extensive al- 
' W. T. Blanford, Quati, Jour. Geol. Soc.^ XLVI, terations of latitude since these bedi were dc« 
proceedings, p. 98, (1890). The evidence is posited {vide infra). 
good for the distinctness of the marine are.'is, * See pp. ?47> 252 * 
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The soundings that have been made in the Indian Ocean are not so 
numerous as to preclude the possibility of there being a bank connecting 
India and Africa, which would allow a bridge of dry land having existed 
without imperilling this popular theory, but there are no indications of the 
existence of such a bank, and the Indian Ocean is generally regarded by 
the supporters of the hypothesis as one of the original oceanic areas of 
the world. So the conclusion we have to draw from known and accepted 
facts is in conflict with an hypothesis \\hich has much to be said in its 
favour and has the support of many of the most eminent geologists of the 
day. 

But this hypothesis is, consciously or unconsciously, to a large extent 
bound up with, and based on, ideas relative to the constitution of the earth 
as a whole, which represent it as either solid throughout, or at any rate as 
having a solid crust whose thickness is very considerable in proportion to 
the whole diameter of the earth. And one of the consequences that follow 
on this theory of the constitution of the earth is, that there cannot have 
been any great changes in the direction of the earth’s axis of revolution, 
or changes of latitude of places on its surface caused by the shifting of the 
superficial crust over the internal core. 

Here again we find the facts in conflict with a generally accepted hypo- 
thesis, which is, however, being gradually discredited in later years. What- 
ever may be the cause of these cold periods, of which two are now well 
established in the geological history of the world and several more are 
less completely indicated,^ there can be no doubt that their effects w'ill be 
more widespread, more extensive,* and their traces more conspicuous in 
high latitudes than in low. Yet the remains of this carboniferous glacial 
period so conspicuous in India, Africa, and Australia, all lie within, or cnly 
just beyond, thirty degrees from the equator. The furthest from the 
eejuator lie in latitudes where the last glacial period, of pleistocene times, 
has left but few traces at low altitudes, and those of a somewhat doubtful 
character, while most of the remains are in latitudes to which the ice of 
the pleistocene glacial peiiod never penetrated, and many are well within 
the tropics. 

At the same time the corresponding deposits not merely of the temperate 
clime in Europe and America, but even within the Arctic circle, in which 
one would expect the traces of this cold period to be more abundant 
moie extensive, and more conspicuous, are almost free from traces of 
glacial action. Boulders of rock imbedded in fine silt have been found 
and some have shown a striation believed to be due to the action of ice^ 
but they are sporadic and indicate that the carboniferous beds of England 
and Europe, in which they were found, lay In a latitude which was near the 
limit which the floating icebergs could reach before melting. 

J, Croll . Climate and Time,*' Undon, 1875, Chap. XVIII. See also pp. io6, 346, A. /. 
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If we compare this with the very distinct evidence that glaciers 
descended to low altitudes in the Penganga valley and the great desert cf 
R4jputc1na, the contrast is not only striking but inexplicable, unless there 
has been a very considerable change of the position of the earth’s surface 
relative to the present position of the poles. 

There is independent evidence that similar changes of latitude are 
actually taking place at the present day, in the records of all the principal 
observatories of Europe and America.^ The justice of the conclusion has 
been questioned and the variations have been ascribed to instrumental 
errors and errors of observation, but their consensus is so strong that this 
appears to be out of the question, and their accuracy has to a great extent 
been confirmed by a series of observations recently made at Honolulu.^ 
In fact, the only grounds for questioning the possibility of changes of lati- 
tude on the earth’s surface are based on those hypotheses regarding the 
constitution of the earth which have been referred to, 1 hese hypo- 
theses, however, are not based on direct observation, but on mathematic il 
reasoning of a very brilliant nature which, to quote Prof. Huxley’s well 
known simile, is a mill that grinds very fine, bJt can only grind what 
is put into it. In the present case the fundamental data on which the 
investigations were based are uncertain, and the conclusions must con- 
sequently be questionable. This view has frequently been verbally accepted, 
and more recent investigations have gone far to modily the earlier ones, 
yet such is the glamour of genius, and such the natural tendency of 
human nature to mistake precision for accuracy, and to prefer a definite 
statement to a guarded inference, that the idea of the general solidity of 
the earth, with its consequences, that very extensive changes in its form, or 
the position of its surface relative to its axis of revolution, are impossible, 
and the limitation of the period which has elapsed since the earth’s surface 
had cooled sufficiently to support life and to admit of the deposition of 
ordinary sediments, to a comparative few millions of years, have exerted 
an influence on the speculations of physical geology none the less im- 
portant because usually unconscious. 

It has already been stated that some of the more recent mathematical 
investigations have tended to show the uncertainty of the earlier conclu- 
sions, and in one of the most recent and philosophical of these ^ the Revd. 
O. Fisher has almost returned to the old idea of a thin crust lying on a 
molten interior. According to him the actual solid crust of the earth is 


* Asaph Hall, Am, Jour, Sci.^ 3rd series, 
XXIX, 223, (1885) ; R. D. Oldham, Geol, Mag., 
3rd decade, III, 300, (1886) ; G. C. Comstock, 
Am. Jour. Set., 3rd series, XLII, 470, (189!)* 
Flinders Petrie's observations ('* Pyiainids and 
Temples of Ghiceh,” London, 1883, p. 125) are 


important, as showing a distinct change cf 
azimuth, and probably of latitude, since the 
pyramids were built. 

» Proc. Poy, Soc., L., 227, (1891), 

* O. Fisher, Physics of the Earth’s Crust 
London, ist edn., 1881 ; 2nd edn., 1889. 
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comparatively very thin, not exceeding 25 to 30 miles in thickness, and 
rests on a magma which, in its essential characters, must be regarded as 
a fluid. What may be the condition of the great mass of matter forming the 
central core of the earth is unknown and immaterial, but if Mr Fisher’s 
theory of the earth^s crust is correct, it not only allows of changes of lati- 
tude having taken place, but renders it exceedingly improbable that they 
have not taken place. In this respect it agrees better with the observed 
facts than the more usually held hypothesis, and we will see, when the 
Himalayan range is dealt with, that this is not the only respect in which a 
connemation of his theory can be derived from the facts of Indian geology. 



CHAPTER IX. 
MARINE JURASSIC ROCKS. 


Cutch— Western Rdjputdna-^ Salt Tanpe ~ Himalayas- AfghAnistAn - Doubtful jurassics of 

western Gartiwal. 

With the exception of the fossiliferous upper Gondwdna beds of the east 
coast, referred to in a previous chapter, no marine beds of Jurassic age 
are known to occur in the peninsular area proper, and even as regards these 
it is still uncertain whether they should not be regarded as more recent 
in their origin. But in the debateable tract lying east of the Indus and 
west of the Anlvallis, marine Jurassic rocks attain a large development 
in Cutcliand in western Rcijputdna. 


The Jurassic area of Cutch^ may be considered as occupying a number 
of post-tertiary islands, now connected by alluvial flats. The largest of 
these islands, that forming the western and central portion of Cutch, is 
about a hundred and twenty miles long, from east to west, by about forty 
broad. To the north-east of it is the district of W^gad, another ancient 
island nearly fifty miles from east to west, and, excluding alluvium and 
“ Rann,'’ twenty-five miles broad. Farther north four isolated masses of 
hills, chiefly composed of lower Jurassic rocks, extend in a line nearly a 
hundred miles in length from east to west. These are the so called islands 
in the Rann,* Patcham, Kharir (Khurreer or Kurreer), Bela and Chorar, 


^ The account of this province is taken partly 
from a report by Mr. Wynne, Memoirs^ XI, pp. 
1—293,(1872), and partly from manuscript notes 
by the late Dr. Stoliezka. The Cephalopoda have 
been determined by Dr. Waagen, and described 
in the Pal. Indicas series ix, (1873-75). It 
should, perhaps, be noticed that Dr. Waagen’s 
views of specific di^'tinction differ from those of 
many palaeontologists, and that, as he points 
out, several of the forms described by him as 


species might by other naturalists not be con- 
sidered to rank higher than varieties. 

* The “ Rann of Cutch is an immense tract 
surrounding the province on all sides, except 
the south, and consisting of barren salt marsh 
periodically overflowed by sea water. This 
tract, which is evidently an ancient sea basin 
now filled up by alluvial deposits, will be fur* 
ther described in a subsequent chapter on 
post-tertiary and recent deposits. 
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A few smaller islands also occur, but none of them are of sufficient size 
to be worthy of notice. 

None of the rocks found in Cutch and the adjoining islands are of older 
date than Jurassic. In one spot some limestones, containing upper neo- 
comian Cephalopoda^ are found resting upon the Jurassic series, the 
uppermost group of which may perhaps itself be of intermediate age, and 
belong in part to a lower neocomian horizon.' In general, the upper 
Jurassic beds disappear to the south beneath the Deccan traps, but marine 
tertiary beds (nummulitic) overlap the traps and rest upon the older series 
in niany parts of the country, both traps and nummulitic beds being quite 
unconformable to the Jurassic formations. 

The lowest beds are seen dipping to the south in the Rann islands, 
and are locally exposed in an anticlinal which runs along the noithern 
edge of the province, the intervening synclinal being, for the most part, 
concealed beneath the Rann. From the anticlinal near the Rann there 
is a general dip, varying in amount, to the southward. The greater 
portion of the series is, however, repeated twice in consequence of a great 
fault, which runs from east to west along the northern scarp of the 
Chdrwdr range of hills south of BhuJ. 

By the earlier observers, including Mr. Wynne, the Jurassic series in 
Cutch was simply divided into a lower and an upper group, the former 
chiefly marine, the latter apparently fresh water for the most part, though, 
as was shown clearly by Mr. Wynne, no marked line of division can be 
drawn, for not only is there an absence either of unconformity or of any 
marked break in lithological character between the two subdivisions, but 
marine beds are occasionally found interstrati fled with the upper, and 
plant beds with the lower group. The examination of the Cephalopoda 
by Dr. Waagen indicated the probability that representatives of several 
European Jurassic groups existed in Cutch, and Dr. Stoliczka, re-examining 
the beds with the aid of Mr. Wynne^s geological map and his own 
knowledge of palaeontology, found no difficulty in distinguishing four sub- 
divisions, the three lower of which had been included in the inferior or 
marine group of previous observers, whilst the upper comprised the higher 
fresh water beds, with the uppermost marine strata. The names of the 
groups proposed by Dr. Stoliczka, with their homotaxial equivalents 
amongst European formations, are exhibited on the opposite page. 

The whole thickness of the Cutch Jurassic series has been estimated by 
Mr, Wynne at 6,300 feet, of which 3,000, or very nearly half, belong to 

Dr. Stoliczka unfortunately did not live to p 286) is conformable to the underlying 

publish the results of his examination of Cutch, Umia beds. He does not precisely state, how- 
ut from his rough field notes it appears prob- ever, what are the relations of the upper bed to 
able that the upper neocomian bed of Ukra the lower this spot 
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Classification of the Jurassic series in Cutch? 


CUTCH. I EUROPK. 


Groups. 

Beds. 

Zones. 

Croup. 

r 

I. Beds with Ctioceras Ammo- 

nites of the rhotomagensis group. 


Cretaceous. 
Upper Iveocomian. 

Umia . < 

/ 

2. Srindstones and shales with Cj'* 
cadea and other plants. 

? 

1 

? Wealden. 

3. Sandstones and conglomerates. 1 
with marine fossils, Ammonites 
{Perisphinctes) eudickotomus,fie- 
quens^ Itigonia smeei^ T. ven- 
tricosa etc. 

Upper Tithonian 

Lower Tithonian 

Ul'PKR JUR\SSIC. 
Tithonian and 
Pot Hand, 

1 

4. Sandstones and shales with Am. 
{Phy/locetas) ptychoicns^ A {Op 
pelia) irachynohts^A. {Peiisphinc- 
tes) torquatus, pottingeiiy etc. 

Zone of A. (Peiisph) 
mutubilis. 

Zone of A. {Oppelia) 
tenuilobatus. 

\ Upper 

f JURASSIC. 

L Kimmeridge. 

Ka I ROL • ( 

i 

5. Red ferruginous and yellow sand- 
stones (Kantkot sandstones) 

with Am. [Slephanocetas) maya, 
A. {Aspidoceras) pexnmatus, A, 
(Pef isphinctes) virguloides, leio^ 
cynton. 

? Zone of A. (Pelt.) 

hxmammatus. 

? Zone of A (Pelt.) 

1 transversarius. 

Middle 

JURASSIC. ^ 

(Middle oolite). 
Oxfotd, 


6. Oolites (Dhosa ool te) with Am 
{Siephanoc€ 7 as) polyphemus, A. 
{Perhphtnctes) indo-germanus, 
A. {Aspid) peiaimatus^babeonuSi 
A. (Pelt.) arduennensis, etc 

Zone of A. (Amaltheus) 
coidatus. 

Zone of A. (Amaltheus) 
lambeiti. 


7. White limestones with Am. (Pelt.) 
athleta^ A. (Oppelia) bicostatus, 
etc. 

Zone of A. (Pelt ) 
at hi eta. 

\ 

ChXri , * 

8. Shales with ferruginous nodules, 
with Am. (Perisph.) obtusicosta, 
anceps A. (Harpoceias) lunula^ 
Punctatus, etc. 

Zone of A. (Peihph.) 
anceps. 

Middle 

1 JURASSIC. 

, (Middle oolite). 
Kelloway, 

1 

1 

1 


9. Shales with calcareous bands and 
locally with golden oolite : Am. 
(Stepk.) maciocephalus^ tun idus^ 
hullatuSy A. (Oppelia) subcos- 
\ tarius, A. (Peiisph.) funatus^ 

etc. 

Zone of A. (Steph.) 
macrocephalus. 

\ 

Patcham 

( 

10. Light grey limestones and marls 
i with Am. (Oppelia) seiriger^ 

1 Corals and Brachiopoda, etc. 


y Middle 

( JURASSIC 

y (Lower oolite), 
1 Bath. 

\ “ 

j 1 1. Yellow «»andstones and limetones, 
with Ttigoniat Corbula, Cuculleee, 
< etc 



Waagen, Pal. Indica^ series IX, Introduction, (iiJ75). 
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the uppermost group alone, the thickness of the other groups not having 
been estimated separately. It must be remembered that the base of the 
whole series is not exposed, and that the upper beds had suffered from 
denudation before they were covered by the traps. 

The Patcham group is thus named from its occurrence in the island 
of Patcham in the Rann. The lowest beds are exposed on the northern 
scarp of a range of hills which runs east and ^^est through all the Rann 
islands from Patcham to Chorar. The rocks composing the range dip 
south at a low angle, the crest of the hills and the surface of their southern 
slopes being formed of a thick massive bed of yellowish sandstone and 
limestone, which contains Corbula pectinata^ Ascarte compressay a Trigo- 
nia closely resembling T, interlabvigata^ Cucullwa virgata and other 
fossils ^ Below the massive bed come shales and sandstones, all more or 
less calcareous, containing a Rhynconella^ near concinnaf Lima^ Ger- 
vilUUy a small Exogyra^ etc. The lowest bed seen in Patcham island is 
calcareous sandstone abounding in iht Exo^yra* The same low er 
beds are seen in Koari Bet, a small islet north -w^est of Patcham, and on 
the northern flank of the range, in Khaiir, Bela, and Chorar, the top of the 
range in all cases consisting of the yellow calcareous rock. The thickness 
of this portion of the beds is at least 500 feet. 

Besides forming the range of hills in the islands of the Rann, the 
Patcham limestone is exposed at four places in Cutch itself, — at Jarra, Kira 
hill near Ch^ri, Jura hill, and in Halamin hill near Lodai — all situated along 
the northern edge of ihe main province of Cutch, near the borders of the 
Rann, In all these places they appear as inliers, exposed at the crest 
of an anticlinal, and surrounded on all sides by higher beds. At Jarra, 
about fifty miles north-west of Bhuj, there is a bed of white limestone 
containing Scyphia^ a Terebratula^ and small Rhynconellw and, immediately 
above it, a bed of corals. 1 hese rocks do not appear to be equally well 
exposed elsewhere. They are at the base of the Ch^ri group and were con- 
sidered by Dr. Stoliezka as the uppermost beds of the Patcham group of 
Cutch. 

The lower portion of the Patcham group has yielded no Cephalopoda^ 
and the higher beds only eight species, all of which are rare. One is 
Nautilus jumat ensisy the others are AmmoniteSy of which one belongs 
to the sub-genusO^/^*///?, three to StephanoceraSy and three to Perisphinctes. 
One Stephanoceras is a variety of Ammonites macrocephaluSy the typical 
form of which is abundant in the next higher subdivision, and both 
the other species of Stephanoceras pass likewise into the lower beds 


* As only the CepJwlopoda of the Cutch beds 
have been properly compared, it is possible 
that some of the identifications of other fossils 


may require modification. Only those are 
mentioned which are in all probability correctly 
determined. 
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of the ChAri group. With the exception of A. macrocephalus^ the only 
species found also in European rocks is A, [Oppelid) serrigcr^ which 
was originally described from upper bathonian beds. So far as the 
Cephalopoda are concerned, it would be difficult to correlate the Patch* 
am group with any subdivision of the European oolites, but the Patch- 
am Brachiopoda^ which, hovvever, have not been thoroughly compared, 
and the position of the beds immediately beneath the strata containing 
A. tnacrocephalus in abundance, have induced Drs. Stoliczkaand Waagen 
to refer the group to the horizon of the Bath oolite (bathonian). 


The next group in ascending order derives its name from the village of 
ChAri, situated close to the borders of the Rann, about thirty two miles 
north-west of Bhuj. This village has been known since the time of Captain 
Grant, the earliest geological explorer of Cutch, as an admirable locality 
for fossils, and especially for Cephalopoda^ of which large numbers are 
found in the calcareous sandstones exposed around Kira hill. 

The ChAri group is composed of four subdivisions, each marked by its 
mineral characters and by the fossils it contains. The group, as a whole, 
is much more shaly than any of the other subdivisions, but it contains 
hard bands of limestone or calcareous sandstone forming ridges, which 
are usually distinguished by characteristic forms of Ammonites, 

The lowest of the four zones or subgroups consists of shales, usually 
of a grey colour, with occasional bands of golden oolite, and sometimes 
nodular shaly limestone. The rock called golden oolite (which is not 
peculiar to India, but which is also found in the jurassics of Europe, and at 
about the same horizon) is very characteristic and easily recognised. It is 
a rather coarse grained limestone, composed of calcareous grains, which 
are coated with a very thin ferruginous layer and are surrounded by a 
matrix of carbonate of lime, so that the stone has much the appearance at 
first sight of a rock with golden coloured mica. In places, as at ChAri 
itself, the golden colite is thick and conspicuous, but it is locally distri- 
buted and often wanting. The most characteristic fossils of these lowest 
Chari beds are Ammonites {Stephanoceras) macrocephaluSy and allied 
forms of the sub-genus Stephanoceras, 

Above the macrocephalus beds come dark shales, often black, with 
ferruginous bands and concretions. Sometimes, how’ever, the nodules 
are of white limestone, and the shales are locally sandy, and associated 
with sandstones, but the beds appear to preserve their lithological 
characters in general thoroughout Cutch. The chief palaeontological pecu- 
liarity of this subdivision is the extreme abundance of a Terebratula^ 
considered by Sowerby a variety of the cretaceous T, biplicata, Planu- 
laiQ Ammonites (Peri:^phinctes) arc also very common. The shales not 
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unfrequently contain remains of plants, but no distinct impressions have 
been found. ^ 

The next subdivision, in ascending order, is a very thin band, some- 
times only 20 to 30 feet thick, of whitish or grey shale, with bands 
of limestone, which are generally white, but occasionally yellowish or 
brown. Usually this band may be recognised easily by its colour and by 
its presence beneath the Dhosa oolite. The most characteristic fossil 
is Ammonites {Peltoceras) athleta and, in north-western Cutch, the shell 
of this mollusc is usually changed into black calcspar. 

The uppermost Ch^ri subdivision, or Dhosa oolite, is the most character- 
istic of all both lithologically and palaeontologically. It is of no great thick- 
ness, though more developed than the beds, and consists of grey, 

reddish, or brown oolite, sometimes sandy and often nodular. Cephalopoda 
are extremely abundant. And it abounds in many places in a Tereb) atula 
closely allied to the cretaceous T, sella^ and referred to that species as 
a variety by Sower by. 

The Ch^ri beds are exposed in several places in Cutch, but they no- 
where occupy a large area. They are found resting upon F'atcham beds 
in the southern part of Patcham and Kharir, and in Kakindiya and 
G^ngta, two small islands south-east of Kharir, forming only the axis ot a 
quaquaversal anticlinal on the latter, but none are exposed in Bela or 
Chorar, though a small area exists in the extreme north of W»lgad. In 
these outcrops the subdivisions are less well marked than to the south- 
ward, and the two characteristic Terebratulx have not been noticed. In 
the mainland of Cutch, the Chdri group occupies two series of inliers. One 
of these series is scattered at intervals along the northern anticlinal range. 
The rocks appear at three places west north-west of Clulri, again around 
Kira hill, near Chdri, the typical locality, they extend nearly twelve miles 
from east to west around the Patcham beds of Juria hill, north of Bhuj, and 
are found in two more outcrops farther east around Halamdn hill, where 
they extend more than six miles, and they again appear a mile farther 
east. Another series of outcrops occurs in the Charw^dr range, south 
of Bhuj. Here the Chari beds are brought up at intervals along the 
southern side of the great fault ; they are greatly disturbed and cut up by 
cross faults, but the different bands can be easily recognised,— the Dhosa 
oolite with Terebratula sella, var., the white athleta beds, and the band 
with r. biplicala, var., being always conspicuous. 

The cephalopodous fauna of the Chdri group comprises a hundred and 
twelve species, of which thirty-seven are European. The relations between 
those found in the different subdivisions and the corresponding Kelloway 

* In Dr. Stoliezka’s field notes he mentions the lower groups, probably from the Patcham 
having at one locality found fragments of teds, cemented together in the rock at this 
quaxtz and of a limestone derived from one of horizon. This may indicate an unconformity. 
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and lower Oxford groups in Europe, are the following, according to Dr. 
Waagen : — 

In the lowest Chari subdivision, or macrocephalus beds thirty-one 
Cephalopoda have been found, viz. two species of BelemniteSy three of 
Nautilus and twenty-six of Ammonites {Phylloceras 2, including A. 
disputabilis^ Lytoceras i, Oppelia i, Harpoceras Stephanoceras in- 
cluding macrocephalus^ and Perisphinctes 8). Three are common to this 
subdivision and the upper Patcham beds, whilst none are known to range 
into higher strata. Sixteen species, or rather more than one-half, are 
found in Europe, all, except two, belonging exclusively to the beds wdth 
A. macrocephalus (Lower Kellovvay). 

In the next subdivision, the dark shales with Terebratula hipHcata^ 
Cephalopoda are found, three Belemnites, one Nautilus^ 
QWQ, Ancyloceras^ and the remainder Amfnonites {Phylloceras 2^ Oppelia 3, 
Harpoceras 5, Stephanoceras 1, and Perisphinctes 1 1). Six of these range 
into higher beds, whilst seven are European, and of these latter five are 
only found in the beds with A, anceps (Middle Kelloway). 

'Ihe Athleta beds have yielded twenty species, three Belemnites and 
seventeen Ammonites {Phylloceras j, Amaltheus 2, Oppelia 2, Harpoceras 
2, Pclioceras i, Aspidoceras 2, and Perisphinctes 7) ; five of these are com- 
mon to the next lower subdivision, and two to the Dhosa Oolite. Eight 
are European, six being peculiar to the zone of A. athleta (Upper 
Kelloway). 

In the Dhosa oolite there are thirty-four Cephalopoda^ viz. four Belem^ 
nites, one Nautilus, and twenty-nine Amrnenites {Phylloceras 2, Harpo^ 
ceras i, Peltoceras 5, Aspidoceras 4, Stephanoceras^, and Perisphinctes 
Four of thes(? range into higher and three into lower beds. Eight are found 
in Europe, the most important being Am. {Aspidoceras) perarmatus, and 
seven of these belong exclusively to the zones of A. {Amaltheus) lamberti 
and A. {Amalth.) cordatus (Lower Oxford). Other fossils, especially 
Terebratula sella, are abundant in this group. 


The Katrol group, wdiich rests upon the uppermost subdivision of the 
Chdri beds, is of considerable thickness. It consists of sandstones of 
various kinds, white, brown, pinkish grey, etc., and shales usually grey or 
reddish, but sometimes very dark coloured, like those of the Am. anceps 
zone. Ferruginous nodules and concretions sometimes occur in the shales 
which prevail towards the base of the group, the upper portion being 
chiefly sandstones. On the whole, however, shales predominate. 

These beds form two belts ir Cutch proper. The first occurs in the 
anticlinal along the Rann and extends for nearly eighty miles, surrounding the 
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inliers of the Patcham and Chdri groups, and extending to a considerable 
distance beyond them. The exposure of Katrol rocks varies in breadth 
being, where broadest, nearly ten miles wide. The second belt is in the 
Charwdr range, south of the great fault This tract is about thirty-five miles 
from east to west, but nowhere more than two miles broad. Besides this the 
greater part of Wdgad is occupied by beds apparently belonging to the 
same group. The rocks are very similar in mineral character, consisting 
of a coarse and fine grey, pitikish and white sandstones above, and grey 
or yellowish shales below, but the Cephalopoda found are almost all dis- 
tinct, and appear to indicate a lower horizon From their development 
around the town of Kantkot, these Wigad beds have received the name 
of Kantkot sandstone. 

The Cephalopoda of this Kantkot sandstone are nineteen in number, 
four Belemnites and fifteen Ammonites (Phylloceras i, Aspidoceras 2, 
Stephanocetas 5, Peti^phinctes 7). Four of these Am, {Aspidoceras) 
perarmatns.A, {Stephanoceras) mayay jissus, and opt\y are also found in the 
Dhosa oolite of the Chdri beds, whilst only one species, Belemmtes 
grantianus {B, hantkotensis)^ is common to the Kantkot bed and the 
Katrol group in Cutch proper. Thus the Kantkot beds appear by their 
cephalopodous fauna allied more closely to the uppeimost Ch^ri beds than 
to the Katrol group. 'Ihree *?pecies only of the Kantkot Cephalopoda 
are European, A, {Aspi) pcrarmatusy A, (Per.) plicatilisy and A {Per») 
martelliy and only one of these, the last, is limited to a single zone, that of 
A. {Pelt) transversarius (Upper Oxford) in Europe, the other two 
ranging lower. Several terms are,* however, allied to upper oxfordian 
species. 

The Katrol group proper has yielded tw^enty-six species of Cephalopoda^ 
four Belcmnitts and twenty-two Ammonites {Phylloceras 2, Lytoceras i, 
Haploceras 2, Oppelia 4, besides an AptychuSy Harpoceras i, Aspidoceras 
5, Pensphinctes 7). Only .one of these species, Bel. grantianu^y is found 
with certainty in any other group in Cutch. Four species are found in 
Europe, all belonging to the beds of the Kimmeridge group, with A (Asp,) 
acanthicus. By far the most characteristic and abundant of the Cepha- 
lopoday is a non-canaliculate Belemnite, B. katrolensis. 'J he commonest 
Ammonites A. {Oppelia) kaefthensisy A, {Per.) poltingeriy A. {Peri) 
katrolensis, and A. (Per.) torquatus. 

Imperfect plant remains are common in the Katrol group, as they are 
in many of the lower beds of Cutch, but in one instance near the village of 
Narha, as has already been mentioned in the description of the Gondw^ina 
system several remains of plants, whose relations have already been dis- 
cussed on a previous page' were found by Mr. Wynne, in shales inter- 
stratified with the Katrol beds and distinctly inferior in position to some 
of the marine bands of the group. 

^ Supra, p. 189. 
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The Umla group derives its name from a small village in western Cutch, 
rather more than fifty miles north-west of Bhuj. Taken as a whole, this 
group appears to equal in development all the other Jurassic beds together, 
being, according to Mr. Wynne’s estimate, upwards of 3,000 feet thick. It 
is the equivalent of the upper Jurassic group of Mr. Wynne’s Memoir. As 
a rule, it consists of sandstones of various kinds, and more or less sandy 
shales. The sandstones are very often soft and white or pale brown, 
sometimes variegated, and very generally distinguished by thin bands of 
hard black or brown ferruginous grit. Occasionally the sandstones are 
variegated with pink, red, and brown, they are often very argillaceous and 
tend to decompose into a loose sandy soil, which covers and conceals the 
rocks over a great part of the country. In a few instances carbonaceous 
shale occurs, and in one locality a thin seam of bright Jetty coal. A few 
thin hard bands of sandstones are met with, some being so hard as to be 
almost a quartzite. There is a marked resemblance in the beds of this 
group to some of the upper Gondwdna strata of Central India : there are 
the same soft argillaceous sandstones and sandy shales and the same hard 
ferruginous gritty bands. 

Towards the base of the Uniia group there is a thick band of caica- 
reous conglomerate, hard and grey, sometimes ferruginous associated with 
sandstones and shales. In this conglomerate and in some associated beds 
marine fossils are numerous. Throughout all the rest of the group plant 
remains are common, but they arc not often sufficiently well preserved to 
be identified. Marine fossils are very rare, but Tiigonia the most 

typical fossil of the group, has been found in places, as near Vigori, forty 
miles north-west of BhuJ, in beds near the top of the group and well above 
the horizon at which most of the plant fossils have been obtained. 

The beds of the Umia group are covered unconformably by the Deccan 
traps and by tertiary rocks, except in one place, where they underlie 
the upper neocomian (aptien) beds of Ukra hill in north-western Cutch. ^ 

The surface occupied by the rocks of the Umia group corr(*sponds in 
magnitude with the thickness of the formation, and embraces nearly, if not 
quite, half of the Jurassic area in Cutch. In Cutch proper these beds ex- 
tend throughout the province from the western extremity near Lakhpat to 
the eastern end beyond Bachao, forming a great plain south of the irregu- 
lar range of hills along the edge of the Rann. They also extend round each 
end of the range, especially to the eastward, where the bottom Umia beds 
extend north of the hills about tw^enty miles along the edge of the Rann. 
The main belt of Umia beds is from eight to twelve miles across on an 
average. These rocks lap round the western end of the Ch^Lrwdr range, 
where the great east and west fault to wffiich the range is due appears to 
die out, and they cover another plain, nearly fifty miles in length from east 


* Infra f p. 286. 
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to west and about eight miles broad, south of the Chirwar range. They 
also form the western portion of W^gad. 

The plant remains of the Umia group and their relations have already 
been described in the chapter relating to the Gondwdna system. It was 
there shown that twenty-seven species had been identified, of which ten 
are either common to the lower oolitic beds of Yorkshire or represented 
by very closely allied forms. Bearing in mind that the plant beds overlie 
the portion of the group which has furnished Cephalopoda^ it is remarkable 
to find that the latter exhibit a very decided upper oolitic facies. They 
are eleven in number,^ viz.^ 


BelemniUs gr anti anus {kantkoiensis), 
Belemnites, 2 sp. indet. 

Ant, (I/aploceras), cf. iomephorus. 

A- {Aspidoceras) vtynnei, 

A. (Perisphinctes), cf. suprajurensis. 


A. (Perisphtnctes) hleicheri, 
A* {Per.) occultefurcatus^ 

A. (Per.) etidtchotomus^ 

A. (Per.) frequens, 

A. (Per.) densepticatusn 


Of these eleven species, one (Belemnites grantianus var. kantkotensis) 
is found in lower beds in Cutch, and the two other forms of Belemnites 
are closely allied to the Katrol species B. claviger and B. katfolensisy 
and may be identical. All the eight Ammonites are restricted in Cutch to 
the Umia group, and two of them (A tomephorusdiwA A, eudichotomus) are 
tithonian species, found in the uppermost Jurassic beds of southern Europe, 
whilst A, hleicheri and A^ suptajurensis are found in the Portland strata 
of northern France, and A. occulte/urcatus is barely distinguishable from 
another Portland species, A. (Pe/isphinctes) hoidini. The connection 
between the Cephalopoda of the Umia group and the forms found in the 
uppermost Jurassic beds of Europe is consequently very marked, and 
Dr Waagen states that the same marked similarity exists between the 
lamellibranchiate bivalves of the same beds in the two regions.* 

The Cephalopoda are, however, rare and exceptional in the Umia group, 
and they form by no means so important a portion of the fauna as in the 
other groups. The commonest Umia fossils are two species of Trigonia 
(T. smeei and T. ventncosa)^ the latter being also found in the neocomian 
rocks of South Africa, whilst a very closely allied form (T. tube rcithf era) 
occurs in cretaceous beds in Southern India. The occurrence of these 
Tttgonia in upper Gondwana strata near Rajamahendri has already 


* Nine, according to Dr.Waagen (PaLIndica, 
series ix, 225, 232), but he appears to have 
overlooked two Belemnites kantkotensis 

(grantianus), stated at page 4 to have been 
found in Umia beds and the specimens from 
the same group doubtfully referred to B. cla- 
viger on p. 7, These very trifling and unim- 
portant oversights are not noticed in order to 


call attention to a trivial error, but because 
the relations of the Umia group are of consid- 
erable importance and have been disputed. 
In consequence of the great importance of this 
group, ^he evidence upon which its relations 
to the upper Jurassic beds of Europe are based 
is g ven n full. 

* Pa/. series ix, 225, (1875). 
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most characteristic beds being whitish or greyish sandstone, very fine and 

been noticed. Other forms of common 
occurrence in the Umia group are 
species of Trigonia allied to T. vau^ 
clave Hat a and gibbosuy Astarte major ^ 
a Gervillia^ a peculiar Gtyphseuy in- 
termediate in form between G. dila-» 
tata and vesicularis^ Goniomya^ etc. 
Some of these range into lower groups 
also. A portion of the jaw of a Ple ^ , 
siosaurus^ also obtained from these 
beds, is said to be undistinguishable 
from that of A arcuaius^ Owen, from 

Fig. l^.--Tiieonin venUicosa^ Kraurs, na« lower lias of England.^ 
turdl sue. ® 



Owing to the circumstance that, with the exception of the Cephalo- 
poda, the large collections of fossils made in Cutch by Messrs Wynne, 
Feddcii, and Stolic/ka have not hitherto been examined and compared, the 
distribution of many of the most characteristic species has not been defi- 
nitely ascertained. Amongst the forms which are most abundantly pre- 
jij the lower groups of the Cutch Jurassic senes are species of Cleii— 
rotomaria, Pholadomya ^ranosa, Ph. angulata, Ph. inornata, Corhula 
lyrala, C. pectinata, Nucula cuneijotmts, Cucullaa vtrgata, Ttigonia 
costata and Ostrea marshii. 

On the next page is given a table which shows the general result of 
Dr. Waagen's examination of the Jurassic Cephalopoda found in Cutch. 
The correspondence, not only With the European Jurassic rocks as a 
whole, but with the different groups into which they are divided, is re- 
markable, and greater than is known in any other Indian formations, the 
only other scries of Indian rocks of which the fauna has been sufficiently 
examined to Justify the comparison, the cretaceous series of Southern 
India, showing much less close agreement in the distribution of the fauna, 
and especially of the Cephalopoda, the corresponding groups in Europe. 
The only remarkable instance in which the Cephalopoda of the Cutch Juras- 
sics differ from their representati\es in the Jurassic rocks of Europe, is in 
the prevalence in the Indian area of the macrocephali at a higher horizon 
than in Europe. In Cutch they abound in the Dhosa oolite and Kantkot 
sandstone, the other Cephalopoda of which are of Oxford, and in the 
latter case of upper Oxford types, whilst in Europe they are not known 
above the base of the Kelloway group. As will, however, be shown in 
the next chapter, some of the cretaceous forms of Ammonites found in 
Southern India show a remarkable resemblance to the Jurassic forms of 
> Lydekker, Recoids, XXll, 50, (>889). 
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macrocephali^ and in this instance they are associated with species allied 
to Ammonites characteristic of even older European deposits. 


Nams oi> 

GROUP 

Name of suuoivision. 

Total number of ' 
Cephalopoda, 

Species peculiar J 
to uroup Ij 

Species ranging 
into higher beds , 

Species ranging 
into lower teds | 

Common toEuio- 
pean jurassics ^ 

Remarks. 

Umi\ 

• 

Marine beds 

^ II 

9 


2 

4 

Two of the European species 
occur in Portland beds ot 
northern France and two m 
Tithonian beds of southern 
Europe 

Katroi. 

•S 

Katroi beds proper 

27 

26 

I 

I 

4 

1 

All the four European species 
beloi g to the zone of Am, 
acanthtcus (Kimmeridge) 



j Kantkot beds 

19 

14 

I 

4 

3 1 



1 

Dhosa Oolite 

{^Teiebtahila sella 
beds). 

34 

27 

4 

3 

s' 

1 

Seven chatacteristic of the 
zone of A hnnsvifsatius 
(Lower Oxford) of Euiope 

ChAri 

• j 

AthUta beds • 

20 

*3 

2 

5 

8 1 

Six characteristic of the zone 
of A athlefa in Europe 


y 

Ancets bed^, with 
Ter bipliCata 

27 

21 

6 

i 

7 

Five of the seven species found 
also in Europe are peculiar 

1 to the beds with A anceps. 



Macrocephalus beds 

.31 

2 


3 

16 

Pout teen of the sixteen exclu- 
sively found in beds with A, 
maciocephalus m Europe 

PaTCHAM 

( 

Upper . 

Lower . • 

8 

5 

3 

i 

lor 2 



The occurrence of Jurassic rocks in the desert tract to the north of the 
Rann of Cutch has been known for many years A few species were obtained 
from the country immediately north of the Rann by Sir H. Pottinger, but 
the only tracts which have yet been explored by a geologist he further 
north, near Bdlmer, in Jai^almer and in Bikaner. Five distinct groups of 
rocks have been recognised and named as follows ; — 

5. Abur beds. 

4. Panhar sandstones. 

3. Bedesar group. 

2 Jaisalmer limestones. 

I. Bdlmer sandstones. 

The Bdlmcr rocks consist of sandstones, grits, and conglomerate.s, the 
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compact, and a still finer rock approaching a compact shale, white, but 
veined and blotched with purple. These beds must attain a considerable 
thickness, but only the lowest are well exposed, the upper strata being 
probably softer. The lower members of the group are well seen at BAImer 
itself, where they rest upon the Malani volcanic rocks, and in some hills 
near Naosir, about thirty miles farther east. Fragmentary plant remains 
are common, but nothing sufficiently well preserved for determination has 
been found, and no remains of animals have been detected in the beds. 

East and south-east of Jaisalmer, beneath the marine Jurassic beds of 
the next group, a considerable thickness ot white, grey, and brown sand- 
stones is exposed, interstratified with numerous bands of hard black and 
brown ferruginous sandstone and grit. Towards the base arc some soft 
argillaceous sandstones, streaked and blotched with purple, and closely 
resembling the BAlmer beds, except that they are less haid. These 
rocks probably belong to the BAlmer group. They have a lithological 
resemblance to the Umia group of Cutch and to some of the Gondwana 
beds of the Central Provinces. The only fossils found, except fragments 
of leaves, were some pieces of dicotyledonous fossil wood 

The sandstones and limestones of the Jaisalmer group rest upon the beds 
last described, and consist of thick bands of compact buff and light brown 
limestone interstratified with grey, brown, and blackish sandstone, with some 
conglomerate. 1 he limestone forms conspicuous scarps close to the town 
of Jaisalmer, and it is highly fossiliferous, containing amongst other spe cies 
Tercht atula biplicata^T intennedia^ Pholadomya ^raiiosa^ Corbula lyrala, 
C. pectinata^ Trigonia costatUy Nucula cuneiJorniiSy Pecten lens, and 
Nautilus kumagitnensii>. Ammonites [Stephanocera:^) Jissus has been 
obtained fiom the neighbourhood, but very possibly from a different horizon^ 
for in Cute hit belongs to the Dhosa oolite and the Kantkot sandstone 
(both Oxford), whilst Nautilus kurnagunensn is only found at a lower 
horizon in the beds with Am murocephalus at the base of the ChAri group 
Terehratula bipUcata in Cutch is chiefly characteristic of a rather higher 
horizon than that of the maciocephalus beds. There can, however, be but 
little hesitation in referring the Jaisalmer limestones to the age of the Chan 
group. 

The Jaisalmer limestones are overlaid by a group of purplish and red- 
dish sandstones, with thin layers of black vitreous ferruginous sandstone. 
Some beds of a red calcareous sandstone contain fossils which have not 
been determined. Some of them closely resemble forms from the Katro) 
group of Cutch. These sandstones have been distinguished as the Bedesar 
group ^ and are overlaid by the Parihar group of soft, white felspathic 
sandstones, which weather into a clean sugary sand, largely composed of 


* R. D Oldham, Ricofdsy XIX, 158, (1886) 
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subangular fragments of transparent quartz. The uppermost beds of the 
jurassics are sandstones, shales and limestones, among which there is one 
very conspicuous fossiliferous band, known locally as Abur, a name which 
has been applied to the village where it is quariied, and formerly referred to 
in the Survey publications as the ammonite bed of Kuchri.^ It is a thin bed 
of buft colouied limestone, weathering red, and abounding in yellow colour- 
ed ammonites of three or four species. None can be safely i Jentihed with 
any Ciitch species, though one form is very near A (Stephanocera^) opiSy 
which IS common lo the Dhosa oolite and Kantkot sandstone of Cutch. 


Jurassic beds are again found in the w'estern half of the Salt 
range and in its trans-Indus continuation, where th'* lower beds 
rest upon the triassic rocks, and consist of sandstones of varying colour, 
succeeded in ascending order by limestones, clays, and soft white sand- 
stones, then come bands of hdematite, several feet in thickness, and 
thinner la}ers of golden oolite, precisely similar to the rock of Cutch, 
the upper portion of the group consisting of coarse brown sandstones, 
yellow marls, white sandstone and hard grey limestone bands. The 
sandstones are often conglomeratic and the limestones are most largely 
developed to the westwaid. Small layers and patches of blight jetty 
coal occur in places towards the base of the group and west of the Indus 
near Kdlabdgh, but there is nothing like a seam of coal Ihe patches of 
coal appear to be merely carbonised fragments of diift wood. 

Ihe Salt range Jurassic beds are not found east of the neighbourhood 
of Naushahra. 'i hey begin lo appear a little furtht r west than the Iriassic 
ceralite strata and, increasing much in thicknes.s, continue to the ndus 
West of that river the same rocks re-appear in the Maid^ni (Chich^li) 
hills, w’here they are well developed and more fossiliferous than in the Salt 
range. They are well seen in the Chichili pass, and extend round the curve 
of the range further to the southward than the Productus limestone 
does, disappearing beneath the tertiary rocks about six miles south of 
Mulakhel,^ but are again found in the Shaikh Budiu hills 

Until the fossils of the Salt range Jurassic beds are examined in detail, 
it is not possible to say exactly what members of the Jurassic seiies are 
repiesented. Dr. Waagen has showm that there is a close connection 
between the Salt range oolitic beds and those of Cutch,® but that the Spiti 
shales of the Himalayas contain a very different fauna. The Kelloway 
portion of the Chdri beds is distinctly represented in the Punjab, and some 
of the higher Jurassic groups also. Cephalopoda are scarce, except west 
of the Indus, where Ammonites and Belemnites occur rather more 

* W T Blanford, Records, X, i6, (1877). j (1853) 

* Fleming, Jota As.Soc, Butg , XXII, 278, [ Pal Indica^ series ix, 236, 11875). 
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abundantly, especially in the fine section of Jurassic beds exposed in the 
Chichdli pass. 


The Jurassic rocks of the Himalayas have long been known by their 
fossils, which had acquired a sacred character and become objects of com- 
merce. Tliey are represented in the central Himalayas by a series of 
dark grey and black shales, known as the Spiti^ shales, whch contain 
numerous calcareous concretions, a large proportion of which are formed 
round fossils. The thickness of these shales is about 300 feet, and their 
original extension has been very much restricted bv the great denudation 
they have undergone. 

The Spiti shales are said to lie conformably on the underlying lime- 
stones, which were regarded by Dr. Stoliezka as lias, and the presence of 
passage beds, in the shape of a small thickness of clayey slates, is indicated. 
In view of the probability that the beds regarded as lias are in reality 
uppermost trias, and of the abrupt change of lithological character which 
takes place at the base of the Spiti shales everywhere except in Spiti, it 
seems more natu ral to suppose that there is an unconformity which has not 
yet been recognised. 

The Spiti shales are overlaid by about 600 feet of a light yellow silici6us 
sandstone, known as the Giumal sandstone, which was regarded by 
Dr. Stoliezka^ as upper Jurassic in age, but has more recently been classed 
as neocomian.^ 

Jurassic rocks are knowm to occur north of Nepil, characteristic fossils 
ha\ ing been brought from that direction by traders, and the Spiti shales have 
been recognised to the north of the Karakoram range in one direction, and 
in Hazdra in the other. In Hazdra they are perfectly typical and are recog- 
nisable both lithologically and palaeontologically. In the Sirban mountain 
they rest unconformably on a surface of triassic limestones, eroded and 
pierced by boring molluscs. They are conformably succeeded by sandy and 
calcareous beds, abruptly overlaid, but with no observed unconformity, by 
a sandstone containing a lower cretaceous fauna. 

Further south the Spiti shales have not been recognised with certainty, 
but in the Suldiitian range some black shales, overlaid by sandstones, are 
found below the cretaceous limestone of the Takht-i-Suldimdn* and a similar 
section is said to be observable in the eastern termination of the Safed 
Koh,® but the identification lacks the support of fossil evidence. In ihe 
southern part of the Hazdra district Jurassic rocks are represented by a 


* F Stoliezka, Mcvioiis^ V, 85, (1865). 

*. Menu Hi, V, li3i (1865) 

* C. L. Grie^bacb, Mcmviis, XXllI, 80, 


(1891). 

* Remdi, XVII, 184, (1884) 
<• XXV,8i,(i85a). 



230 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA*— MARINE JURASSIC ROCKS. [Ohap. IX« 

band|^ composed almost entirely of Tri^onia venlricosa^ associated with 
layers containing Ammonites^ Gryphcea and whose age relative 

to the Spiti shales is undetermined. 

This will be the most convenient place to mention certain fossiliferous 
beds, underlying the nummulitics of the outliers in south-western Garhwdl, 
whose chief interest lies in the fact that they contain the only preteitiary 
organic remains that have been recognised in the outer Himalayas south of 
the main snowy range. They were originally discovered by Mr. Med- 
licott * in the Tal valley immediately east of the Ganges and have conse- 
quently been frequently referred to as the I'al beds. 

They are described by Mr. Middleiniss as grits or quartzites, frequently 
calcareous and passing into limestone in places. I'he fossils are mostly 
fragmentary, but among them be considered that corals, belemnites 
lamellibranchs and gasteropods were represented, the whole indicating a 
probably Jurassic age. Subsequent critical examination, however, failed to 
discover any specimens deteiminable with sufficient accuracy to indicate 
the age of the rocks. Judging from their stratigraphical position they are 
probably mesozoic, but beyond this nothing can be decided. 

* A. B. Wynne, Records^ XII, 125, (1879). I * Record}*, XVII, 161, (1884) ; XVIII, 73 » 
« Memotfii III, pt. 11, 09, (18^4). 1 (1885). 



CHAPTER X. 

MARINE CRETACEOUS ROCKS OF THE INDIAN PENINSULA. 


Cretaceous rocks of Southern India — Relations to cretaceous rocks of Assam and South 
Africa— Cretaceous rocks of the lower NarbadA valley— Relations to cretaceous of Europe— 
Contrast to cretaceous of SouthernMndia — An Indo-African land connection — Doubtfully 
cretaceous sandstones of the NarbadA valley and of KAthiAwar. 

The occurrence of cretaceous rocks in Southern India was first ob- 
served in 1840 by Mr. Kaye of the Madras Civil Service, who, in compaiiy 
with Mr. Brooke Ciinliffe and others, collected a large series of fossils, 
which were examined by Professor E. Forbes. The rocks near Poncli- 
cherri had, however, some years before attracted the notice of Mons. E. 
Chevalier, but no account of them was published until after tlie appearance 
of Mr. Kaye’s description. A collection of fossils from the neighbour- 
hood of l^ondicherri was examined by A. D'Orbigny, and referred to an 
upper cretaceous age. Forbes, on the other hand, referred the beds of 
Trichinopoli and ViruddhAchalam to the age of the upptr greensand or 
gault, and the Pondicherri beds to the neocomian. It was shown by Mr. H 
E. Blanford that beds of two ages exist near Pondkherri, and he, follow'- 
ing Professor Forbes, considered the lower of these or Valudayur beds 
neocomian and older than any of the Trichinopoli rocks, but the thorough 
examination of all the Southern Indian fossils by Dr. Stoliezka has proved 
that the general homotaxis is middle and upper cretaceous, and that the 
neocomian and oolitic forms, which led to a portion of the beds being 
originally classed as lower cretaceous, are less numerous than the middle 
cretaceous species with which they are associated. It was also found 
that the fauna of the Valudayur beds had more species than was at first 
supposed in common with the low^est group of the Trichinopoli area, and 
the two were consequently considered identical. The Cephalopoda of the 
lower beds comprise several species found in the gault of Europe, and the 
number w^as at first supposed to be larger than it proved on subsequent 
closer investigation, but as there are scarcely any representatives of gault 
forms amongst the very numerous and beautifully preserved Gasteropoda 
and Lamellibranchiata {JPelecypoda\ the whole of the Southern Indian 
beds were finally referred by Dr. Stoliezka to an age not older than the 
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upper greensand of England (cenomanian), and ranging thence to the 
upper chalk (senonian). 

The rocks of cretaceous age in Southern India ^ occupy, with relation 
to older and newer formations, a very similar position to that of the out- 
crops of upper Gondw4na beds farther to the northward. The cretaceous 
beds occur in the great plain which extends along the Coromandel coast 
from the north of the Godavari to Cape Comorin. They rest to the 
west upon the gneiss, or occasionally upon small patches of the upper 
Gondwana (Rdjmahil) beds, they have a low dip to the eastward, 
and are covered up on the east by pleistocene beds, known as Cuddalore 
sandstones, and b} the alluvium of the sea coast. The cretaceous beds are 
exposed at the surface in three detached areas, separated from each other 
by the alluvial deposits of the F^enner and Vellar rivers. The southern 
and largest of these areas, between the Vellar and Coleroon rivers, is in 
the Trichinopoli district, and known as the Trichbiopoli area. North 
of Vellar ar two much smaller exposures near Viruddhichalam and Pon- 
dicherri respectively, and named from those towns. 

The Trichinopoli area extends about twenty-five miles from north to 
south, and for about the same breadth where widest, but it is very irregular 
in form. South of the Coleroon (the principal outlet of the river Cauveryj 
no cretaceous beds have been traced, and the southern boundary of the 
cretaceous area north of the Coleroon is chiefly formed by gneiss. To the 
northward the cretaceous rocksdisappear beneath the alluvium of the Vellar 
river and re-appear north of the ,river at Viruddhdchalam forming the 
Viruddhdchalam area, in which only the highest cretaceous group is ex- 
posed, and even this is only visible at very few points. It occupies a tract 
of country about fifteen miles long from north-north-east to south-south- 
west by about five broad, with gneiss to the west and tertiary Cuddalore 
sandstone to the east. There is a second break in the rocks at the Penner 
river, and alluvium extends to the neighbourhood of Pondicherri, causing 
an interval of about twenty-five miles in the belt of cretaceous rocks before 
they re-appear near Valudayur, ten miles west by north from Pondicherri. 
Here they occupy a small tract of country about twelve miles long from 
north-east to south-west, by six miles broad, and only separated from the 
sea on the east by a band of Cuddalore sandstones two to four miles wide. 
To the west is a narrower strip of Cuddalore sandstone, beyond which the 
country consists of gneiss. 


* For a complete description of the geology 
by Mr. H. F. Blanford, see Memoirs, IV, pp. 
1-217, (1862). The fossils are described and 
figured in four volumes, comprising Series 
i,iii, V, vi, and viii, (1861-73) of the ^'Palmonto- 
logta IndUa!' all by Dr. F. Stoliezka, with 


the exception of the Belemnites and Nautili^ 
which are by Mr. H. F. Blanford. Some addi- 
tional notes on the Cephalopoda are published 
in the Records^ I, 32, (1868), and on the fossils 
generaHy, by Mr. R. B, Foote, in Recofds, 
XII, tS 9 > (>879)* 
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In ail three areas there appears to be a low dip to the east, the lowest 
beds appearing at the western boundary and higher groups succeeding in 
regular order to the eastward. Many of the dips seen in the rocks are, 
however, deceptive, being due to oblique lamination or false bedding, which 
prevails extensively throughout the series and especially in the southern 
portion of the Trichinopoli area. In the Viruddhichalam and Pondicherri 
areas the rocks are ill seen, and the dips are less distinct, but there 
appears every probability that the same low dip prevails in the Pondicherri 
or Valudayur area ^ the direction is, however, south-east rather than east. 

The series is divided into three groups named, in descending order 
Ariyalur, Trichinopoli, and Utatur. The following table taken from the 
Palaeontologia Indica , exhibits Dr. Stoliezka’s final views as to the 
representation by these groups of the European cretaceous subdivisions ; 


South IndKi. 

Eti^Iand. 

PraiKc. 

Germany 

/ Zone of Naufilwi danicu^ and 
A u 1 V A f il 0 J Ammonites oofacodensis, Ostiea 
Groui’ \ pectinata, and 0 tif.fr iilata, Cty- 

* ’ J pho'a i>esi<cidafi'i^ Inocernmus 

^ iripsHf Crania igna berg easts. 

Upper chalk 

Senonian . 

Ober Qnader . 

^ Zone of Ammomfes peramplns, Pho* 
Trichi NO- 3 ladowya inudata, Modiola fypira, 
roll Group. 1 Ostrea diinviami^ Rhyneonella 
(. compressa. 

Lower chalk 

Turonian . 

% 

I Zone of Ammonites rosiralwi and 
|. A » 1 foiowagensis, Jnocet amus labia- 
ls < tu^y Exogyra suhofbicnlata (Giy- 

ROUP. \ columba), and Terebt atula 

V depress a. 

Chalk m.nrl 
and upper 
greensand 

Cenomanian 
or Tourtia. 

Unter Qimde 
Unterer Qua- 
dersandstein, 
and Unterer 
Piiiner. 


The Utatur group derives its name from a large village twenty miles 
north-north-east of rrichinopoli. The beds composing the group are chiefly 
argillaceous ,* fine silts, calcareous shale.s, and sandy clays, frequently con- 
cretionary and more or less tinted with ochreous matter, prevail through- 
out the group, and in the southern portion of the area constitute almost 
the entire bulk of the deposit. North of the parallel of Utatur, limestone 
bands become intercalated in the lower or western part of the group and 
sands, grits, and conglomerates in the upper or eastern part, these changes 
in mineral character being accompanied by a great enrichment of the 

» Pal, Indica, series viii, IV, Introduction, 1 or misprint's, the proof of the original was pro- 
P. («873). As there nre several slight errors, 1 bably not corrected by Dr. Stoliezka. 
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fauna in the first case and an impoverishment in the latter. Congloirerates 
are of very rare occurrence in the lowei^beds. Gypsum occuis in most of 
the argillaceous strata, and is to a certain extent characteristic of the 
group. The dips are often irregular, and apparently due to the original 
deposition of the beds on shelving banks. This irregularity of dip rendeis 
it impossible to form any trustworthy estimate of the thickness attained by 
the group as a whole ; it may, however, be roughly estimated as probably 
not less than i,ooo feet. 

At the base of the Utatur group there are, in several places, large 
masses of coral reef limestone, resting sometimes on the upper Gondwina 
plant beds, more frequently on the gneiss, and occasionally on the lowest 
beds of the Utatur group itself. The rock is a nearly pure pale coloured 
limestone, compact and homogeneous, but often with a flaggy structure, 
and frequently irregularly banded with white streaks, which, on weathered 
surfaces, exhibit the corals of w'hich they are composed. The mass of the 
rock also sometimes abounds in corals, but more frequently no organic 
btructuie can be traced. In lithological character this lock precisely 
resembles the coral reef limestone of the present day, as described by 
Darwin, Dana, Jukes, and other observers. 

The usual position of this limestone is at the base of the Utatur 
group, resting upon older rocks. The coral reefs appear to have been 
tiequently exposed to denudation during the deposition of the latei 
Utatur beds, amongst which, in places, calcareous bands are found, ap- 
parently derived from the w^aste of the reefs. The coral limestone now 
remains in the form of small isolated patches, scattered along the 
western and southern margins of the cretaceous beds. In one locality, 
however, close to the village of Caligudi, on the southern bound?’*y 
of the cretaceous area and twenty miles north-east of Trichinopoli, by far 
the largest outcrop of the limestone in the area occurs at the base of 
the Tiichinopoli group. This outcrop is of considerable breadth, and 
extends, with one or two breaks, for about six miles. From an examina- 
tion of all the circumstances, however, it has been satisfactorily ascer- 
tained that this outcrop also belongs to the Utatur gioup, and that the 
Trichinopoli group rests unconformably upon it. 

The coral reefs appear to have been scattered over the sea bottom in 
shallow water, and probably along the coast, at the commencement of 
the period during which the cretaceous deposits of Southern India were 
formed. The remaining beds of the Utatur group w^ere probably 
deposited in water of moderate depth, and some of them appear to 
have accumulated on submarine banks, possibly formed in tidal channels 
Hence the false bedding so prevalent in the rocks. The coarser con- 
stituents of the rocks to the northward appear to indicate that the 
current which brought the sediment flowed from that direction, and the 



utatOr group. 


233 


Ohap, X. ] 

occurrence of littoral forms of mollusca in greater abundance throughout 
the northern parts of the area may be accounted for in the same manner. 
The beds in the southern portion of the Utatur area appear to hrve been 
formed of fine silt, deposited in a bay where the force of the current was 
less than to the northward, and the fossils which occur are mostly the 
remains of pelagic animals, such as Belemnites^ a few Ammonites^ 
chiefly of Cristati group, or else peculiar forms of Vermeiidw [Tubul* 
ostium discoideum and T. callosum)^ which piobably lived in the mud. 
The Ammonites and Nautili^ which are numerous to the northward, are 
scarce in the southern portion of the area. Cycadeaccous fossil wood, 
sometimes bored by Teredo and other Pholadidde, abounds in certain 
parts of the group. On the whole, there appears every reason to believe 
that the Utatiir beds were formed in the neighbourhood of a coast line. 

The distribution of the Utatur beds in the Trichinopoli district is very 
simple. They form the western portion of the cretaceous area through- 
out, their outcrop being in general from three to five miles broad, except 
to the northward, where it diminishes in consequence of the beds being 
overlapped by those of the next group, till, at the village of Olapddi in 
the northern portion of the tract, the breadth of the Utatur outcrop does 
not exceed half a mile. At the extreme noithern point of the area, both 
the Utatur and Trichinopoli groups are completely overlapped by the 
uppermost subdivision. 

The Utatur beds are not represented in the Viruddhdchalam area, but 
they re-appear, as already mentioned, near Pondicherri. Here the beds 
formerly classed as the Valudayur group, and considered neocomian by 
Forbes, but which were shown by Stoliezka to contain several species of 
fossils common to the Utatur group, consist chiefly, like the strata near 
Utatur, of argillaceous beds, sandy shalcsS, and sands, with occasional bands 
of limestone and calcareous concretionary nodules. Conglomerates occasion- 
ally occur amongst the lowest beds seen, but the most characteristic band 
is composed of dark grey, compact limestone in large nodules, sometimes 
highly fossiliferous, Baculites vagina being the commonest fossil. 

The area occupied by the Ut.'itur or Valudayur beds near Pondicherri 
extends from Valudayur for about nine miles to the north-east and is 
about four miles broad. The beds are not seen to rest upon any older 
formation. The country north and south is covered with alluvium, lo the 
eastward the Utatur beds disappear beneath the Ariyalur group, and to 
the westward beneath the Cuddalore sandstones of Tiruvakarai (Irivicary). 
The beds to the westward appear to be the lowest, and there is a dip to 
the eastward. 

The fauna of the Utatur group is very rich, no less than 297 species of 
Invertebrata having been described from it. It has yielded an especially 
large number of Cephalopoda^ 109 species, 95 of which have not been met 
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with in the Trichinopoli or Ariyalur group. Of these 109 species, 27 are 
known to occur in Europe, or elsewhere out of India, and although the 
majority arc distinctly and characteristically middle cretaceous forms, three 
are, in Europe, neocomian species, via> Nautilus neocomiensis^ Ammonites 
velledss^ and A, rouyanus^ whilst no less than nine are found in the gault, 
several of the latter ranging, however, into the upper greensand (ceno- 
manian). Amongst the forms which are not European, the most remark- 
able are three species belonging to the section of Ammonites known as 
^lobosi^ which, amongst European rocks, are especially characteristic of 
l^he triassic period A very large proportion of the Cephalopoda were 
collected in the neighbourhood of two villages, Odiam and Maravatur, on 
the road from Perambalur to Arialdr, and about twelve miles north-east 
of Utatiir. 

The Gasteropoda comprise only 43 species, a number far in- 
ferior to that found in each of the other groups, and the majority of 
these are littoral forms. The Lamellibranchiata (Pelecypoda) are 79 
in number, the Brackiopoda 9, Echinodermata 10, and Corals 42, with one 
species of sponge and one annelid. The forms found also in other coun- 
tries belong almost without exception to the upper greensand (cenomanian) 
or higher groups, thus presenting a remarkable difference from the Cepha* 
lopoda^ in which gault forms are so largely represented. The only fossils 
of much importance, besides the Mollusca^ are the corals, which, from the 
prevalence of reefs at the base of the group, are superbly represented, no 
less than 42 species, belonging to 23 genera, being known to occur. 


The Tiichinopoli, or middle group, of the Southern Indian cretaceous 
series derives its name from the district of Trichinopoli, to which it is, so 
far as present exploration extends, entirely restricted. To the south it 
consists chiefly of sands and clays, very irregularly bedded, with a few 
bands of limestone and some conglomerates, and it differs lithologically 
only in one important respect, which will be described presently, from the 
Utatur group. North of the parallel of Utatur regular bands of shell 
limestones become intercalated in the lower beds of the deposit and, to 
the northward, the whole group is composed of regularly stratified alterna- 
tions of sand, sandy clays, and shales, with bands of shell limestone, 
calcareous grit and conglomerate. 

A peculiarity by which both the Ariyalur and Trichinopoli beds in 
the southern part of the cretaceous area are distinguished from the 
Utatfir is the occurrence of granite pebbles in considerable quantity 
in the gravels and conglomerates of the two former, whilst none are 
found in the lower subdivision. In the Utatur group the materials of 
the few conglomeratic or gravelly beds which occur are derived either 
from the gneiss or from the coral reef limestone, whilst in the two 
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upper groups conglomerates are more frequently met with, and loose 
masses of unstratilled giavel and beds of rolled pebbles, almost entirely 
composed of granitic materials and resembling the shingle of a sea 
beach, are of common occurrence. The source of the granite pebbles 
was evidently the broad belt of granitic rocks which forms the southern 
boundary of the cretaceous area, dividing it from the alluvium of the Cauvery 
throughout the greater portion of its extent, and the necessary inference 
is, that this band of rock was in all probability beneath the sea during the 
deposition of the Utatiir beds, and that it was elevated above the water 
in the interval between the Utatur and Trichinopoli ages. 

The Trichinopoli beds are, even more characteristically than the 
Utaturs, the littoral deposits of a shallow sea. This is proved, not only 
by the frequent occurrence of coarse sediment and the great irregularity of 
the deposits in part of the area, but by the abundance of fossil wood, almost 
exclusively exogenous and apparently cycadeaceous. Trunks of trees 
are met with of great size, as much as three feet in diameter and sixty 
feet in length, much of the wood being perforated by boring mollusca. 

The shell limestone of Garudamangalam, east of Utatur, and other 
places is a very fine, hard, bluish grey, translucent rock, usually abounding 
in beautifully preserved shells, both Gasteropoda and Lamellibranchiata^ 
which retain their original polish, and occasionally even the colouration of 
their surfaces. This rock, known as Trichinopoli marble, is largely 
quarried for ornamental purposes, and has yielded a considerable propor- 
tion of the fossils found in the group. The limestone occasionally contains 
pebbles of granite or fragments of fossil wood, either of which is sufficient 
to distinguish it, even when it is unfossiliferous, from the Utatur lime- 
stones. 

The beds of the Trichinopoli group are unconformable to the Utaturs, 
upon which they rest throughout the greater part of the area, the evidence 
of unconformity not being confined to overlap, but depending chiefly upon 
the proof afforded, by the rocks at the southern edge of the area, that the 
Utatur beds had been disturbed and faulted, probably at the period of 
upheaval of the granitic band already mentioned, before the deposition of 
the Trichinopoli formation. Elsewhere also, the Trichinopoli beds rest 
in places upon a denuded surface of Utaturs. There is also a great 
change in the fauna. In the southern portion of their range the Trichino- 
poli beds rest partly upon the coral reefs, which have been already shown 
to be some of the lowest beds of Utatur age, and partly on the metamor- 
phics, a considerable portion of the boundary being formed by the 
granitoid rocks so frequently mentioned already. 

The present group, like the Utatur, is so irregularly bedded, and the 
dips seen are so frequently those of original deposition, that no trust- 
worthy estimate of the thickness can be formed. The general inclination 
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is to the eastward, the average breadth of the outcrop is nearly the same 
as that of the Utatur beds, and the same minimum thickness^ vi9, 1,000 
feet, may be assumed ; the general dip of the bedding in the more regular- 
ly stratilied portion of the group to the northward is, however, lower 
than in the underlying group, averaging about 6°, The beds thin out 
greatly to the northward, and are at length completely overlapped by the 
Ariyalurs. 

It has already been stated that the Trichinopoli group is confined, so 
far as is at present known, to the Trichinopoli area. Within that area it 
forms a belt east of that formed by the Utatur group, and extending 
similarly from south-south-west to north-north-east. The Trichinopoli 
outcrop is, however, broader in the southern half of the area, where it is 
about four miles across, than in the northern half, where it is in no place 
more than two miles wide. It thins out and disappears completely about 
two miles south of the place where the Utaturs are similarly overlapped 
by the Ariyalur beds. Along the southern boundary of the Utatur area, 
several outliers of 'rrichinopoli beds are found, resting partly on the Utaturs 
and partly on the gneiss, and occasionally overlying the faulted boundary 
between the two formations. Ihese small outliers, one of which, south ol 
Tirupatiir, forms the south-westein corner of the whole area, are composed 
of coarse sands and conglomerates, usually unfossiliferous, but occasionally 
containing Chemnitzia undo^^a and other characteristic Trichinopoli fossils, 
and the materials of which they are formed are derived chiefly fiom the 
metamorphic rocks, but partly from the denudation of the Utatur beds. 

The fauna of the Trichinopoli group, although not quite so rich as 
that of the Utatur beds, affords a full illustration of the life existing at the 
period, 186 species of Invertebrata having been described from these 
beds by Dr. Stoliezka. The Cephalopoda are comparatively poorly 
developed, only 23 species having been detected, and of these but 10, of 
which four are European, are in India peculiar to the group. All the 
Cephalopoda identified belong to the two genera and Ammo^ 

mleSf the non-discoid Ammonitoid genera, such as Anisoceras^ Scaphites^ 
Turrilites^ etc., so largely represented in the Utatur group, as well as the 
BelemniteSf so abundant in the lower subdivision, being apparently want- 
ing in the Trichinopoli beds. The Rotomagenses Ammonites, so charac- 
teristic of the lowest cretaceous subdivision in Southern India, are also 
wanting in the higher groups, with one doubtful exception. A few forms, 
usually associated with older strata, still survive, however, such as Ammo* 
rates menu^ belonging to the Armati (a jurassic group), koluturensis of 
the Macrocephalus group, allied to such oolitic species as A. macrocephalus 
and herveyi^ and A. theohaldianus^ one of the Planulati allied to 
upper jurassic forms, such as A. biplex. Most of the types found are, 
however, characteristically upper cretaceous. 
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On the other hand, Gasteropoda, comprising 86 species, are much more 
abundant than in the Utalur group, Lamellibranchiatay comprising 66 
species, being rather less numerous. There are but 5 Brachiopoda and 6 
corals, whilst no Echinodermata have been recognised. 'J'he Gasteropoda 
include several siphonostomate genera, rare in the older rocks, and not 
found in the Utatiir beds, the number increasing greatly in the next higher 
subdivision, that of Ariyalur. The whole fauna exhibits a mixture of upper 
and middle cretaceous forms, and appears fairly to represent the lower 
chalk of England or the turonian of continental geologists. 


The name of the highest group of the Southern Indian cretaceous scries 
is derived from the town of Ariyalur, which is situated nearly in the middle 
of the comparatively large expanse of Ariyalur beds in the Trichinopoli 
district. The country occupied by the beds of this group is much covered 
with cotton soil, and sections are even rarer than in the two lower cre- 
taceous subdivisions. 

The Ariyalur beds are more sandy than the two lower groups and more 
uniformly bedded, the beds being thick and homogeneous, consisting 
principally of white uniossiliferous sands and grey argillaceous sands, with 
casts of small fossils. Beds of calcareous grit and nodular calcareous 
shales are found towards the base, and again in the upper portion of the 
group, constituting tw^o highly fussillfcrous zones, separated by a con- 
siderable thickness of deposits, in which fossils are rare or wanting, 
although some interesting remains of a Mcgalosaurus were found in one 
of the beds. A band of flints is associated with the uppermost beds. 
There is a marked difference betw’cen the fossils of the upper and low^er 
zones in Trichinopoli, and it appears very probable that further examina- 
tion of the rocks, now that the fossils have been compared and determined, 
would justify the separation of this group into two — a probability 
which was pointed out by Mr. H. F. Blanford at the time of the original 
survey, although not show'n on the map nor applied in the discrimination 
of the fossils, because of the doubts which remained as to the distinction 
of the tw’o subdivisions in the Pondicherri area, where the fossils of 
both upper and lower Ariyalur beds appear to occur together. Conglo- 
merates are of rare occurrence in the Ariyalur group, though a coarse 
bed is found in places near the base, and there is but little irregularity 
in the bedding, except close to the southern boundary. The constituents 
of the Ariyalur beds were derived chiefly from the metamorphic rocks, 
amongst others from the granitic band to the southwrard, but a portion 
of the sediment must have been furnished by the waste of some of the 
older cretaceous groups, probably the Utaturs. 

The above description of the lithological characters is principally 
taken from the beds near Ariyalur, but it is also to a great extent 
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in the uppermost subdivision of the cretaceous rjcks of Southern India. 
lL\\t Cephalopoda comfusQ species, Gasteropoda 138, Lamellihran^ 
chiata 117, Brachiopcda 12, Bryozoa 23, Echinodermafa 26, Anthozoa 
10, Foratninifera i, and Vermes 2. It is highly probable that this large 
number may be due partly to the circumstance that the Ariyalur deposits 
comprise two groups differing somewhat in age. The lower fossiliferous 
beds, from which the bulk of the fossils have been procured, cortespond 
very fairly with the senonian beds of France and the upper chalk with 
flints of England. From this horizon all the Cephalopoda found in the 
formation have been derived, with the exception of Nautilus danicuSy 
which was only observed in the upper beds of Niniyur, etc , in the Tri- 
chinopoli area, although some specimens were obtained, apparently from 
a lower horizon, near Pondicherri. The fauna of these upper beds will 
be noticed separately ; the followdng remarks ap[)ly to the remainder of 
the group. 

In the Ariyalur beds, as in the lower subdivisions, there are some forms 
of Cephalopoda which are in Europe characteristic of older beds. 
These comprise two gault species of NauttluSy N, bouchardianus and 
N. clementinuSy Ammonites menuy found also in the lower groups, and 
belonging to the jurassic section of armati, A, velledopy a lowei' and 
middle cretaceous form in Europe, two macrocephaliy A. deccancjisiSy and 
A: arrialoorenstSy and one of the Planulatiy A. theobaldianus. Very few 
older forms occur in the other classes of mollusca, and the great majority 
of the species common to h)urope 5 ire found in the upper cretaceous beds 
of England, France, and Germany. 

The most striking peculiarity of the Ariyalur fauna is the great al in- 
dance of GasteropodUy and especially of the carnivorous prosobranchiate 
forms, which, as is well known, appear to replace the Cephalopoda of the 
older periods in tertiary and recent seas. Several genera not previous- 
ly known from cretaceous beds have been detected in the Ariyalur group, 
and the Cypraidee and are especially well represented. The 

Lamellibranchiata are also very numerous, whilst all the Bryozoa and 
the great majority of the Echinodermata hitherto found in the cretaceous 
beds of Southern India have been obtained from the highest subdivision. 
Lower forms of animals are but poorly represented. Amongst the Verte- 
the only important species is a MegalosauruSy^ of which a tooth 
was found in the middle beds of the deposit, together with a number of 
bones, which, however, could not be extracted in a sufficiently perfect 
state for determination. The tooth closely resembles that of J/. buck- 
landiy found in the Stonesfield slate and Portland oolites of England, and 
the occurrence of this genus in the upper cretaceous beds of India is of 


^Memousy IV, 128, 139. X, 4I, (1877). 
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peculiar interest, because it only ranges from the lias to the wealden 
in Europe. In this instance, as in several others, the land fauna appears 
to have differed more from that which inhabited distant paits of the earth 
than the marine fauna did. 

Ihe fauna of the uppermost Ariyaliir beds found at Niniyur and other 
places to the north-east of Ariyalur, comprises very few species which are 
found in the lowx^r portion of the group. Some of the fossils found most 
abundantly, such as Nautilus danicus and Orhitoides faujasi^ are charac- 
teristic of the uppermost cretaceous deposits of Maestri^'h, Aix la Chapelle, 
and the Danish Island of Riigen (Danien of D'Orbigny). No other 
Cephalopod except Nautilus danicus occurs in the Niniyur beds, vvhilstthe 
characteristically mesozoic genera Inoteramu^^ Radiolites^ Tri^onia^ Tri- 
^onoa^ca, and luptomaria^ which arc abundantly represented In the lower 
portion of the Ariyalur group, aree'^tirely wanting in the uppermost fossili- 
ferous zone, where the only important mesozoic genus is Ncrincca. On the 
other hand, however, no typically tertiary forms make their appearance 
except carnivorous Gasteropoda, and these are not more numerous in 
proportion than in the lower zone, although some additional forms are 
represented. 


Besides the fo«sils characteristic of ca('h group, there arc a few species 
which are found throughout the whole series. The most important of these 
are Nautilus hiixlcyanus^ Ajunionitc^ planulatii^ (cenomanian, gault), 
Ampullina bulhifonnis senoniani, Gy)odespansus,SolariLlla 

radiatula (senonian), Vola qninquLCOstafa (upper and middle cretaceous), 
Ammonite's menu^ h'orbes, is also supposed to be found in all three sub- 
divisions, altliough there is some doubt about the Utatur beds, and a rare 
Lneiua, L. ( Myrtea) arcotina^ has also been procured from all the groups. 
Some of these fossds, although found throughoct the series, are especially 
characteristic of one subdivision, as in the cases of Nautilus huxlcyanus 
and Solariclla radiatula. 

A large number of forms are common to two groups. 'Fhe table on 
page 245 exhibits the number of each class of Invertebnita found in 
the different formations, and the proportion found also in Europe, or 
common to two or more groups. The Vertebrata are represented by 17 
species of fishes and one saurian, but the remains arc of the most frag- 
mentary description, coniisting in most eases of single teeth, and it is not 
certain from which group some of the specimens were originally derived. 

Adding these few vertebrata to the numbers given in the table, we 
have a grand total of nearly 800 species of animals from the cretaceous 
deposits of Southern India. Much time was devoted to the collection of the 
fossils, and their exhausti\e examination by Dr. Stolirzka has furnished the 
best evidence extant for the correlation of any Indian fossil fauna with that 

S 
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of European rocks of corresponding age. Of the whole invertebrata 16*36 
per cent, consist of forms known to occur in cretaceous beds in Europe. 
The great majority of these are middle or upper cretaceous (cenomanian 
to senonian), but there are amongst the Cepnalopoda several forms 
which, in Europe, have only been found in lower beds (neocomian and gault), 
whilst a few are representatives of European jurassic forms, and tluee 
species of Ammonites belong to a triassic section of the genus. The 
general facies of the cephalopodous fauna found in the lowest grou[), that 
of Utatur, approximates to that of the European gault, but nearly all the 
species of the other classes of niollus(a found in the same beds belong to 
a higher horizon, cenomanian (upper greensand), or even higher. 

The whole of the cretaceous locks of Southern India appear to have 
been formed in shallow v^ater, in the neighbourhood of a coast line, and 
it is possible that the relative elevatiens of the country have imderponc 
but little change since cretaceous limes, dhen, as now, there ^^as higher 
ground to the westward, and the ancient coast line appears to have 
been approximately parallel to the present, although farther to the west. 
We have thus in the cretaceous formation a confirmation of the evidence, 
already afforded by the low'er mcsozoic deposits, that the Indian peninsula 
is a land area of great antiquity. 

Amongst the descriptions by Dr. Stoliczka, of the cretaceous fossils 
from Southern India, the following species of LamtllihriDukuita are in- 
cluded from Sriperraiitur, twenty-live miles west-south-west ol Madras, 
already mentioned as the typical locality for a group of the upper 
Gondvvaiia series : — 

Sph^^riola, sp. ^ l^ittdonionoiis fallaci os 1, 

Hippogus eviilioniis. „ inop^. 

Yoldia obUisatn, Lnn i oldh imi ina^ 

Tngono irca goldyina, Peclen uveotensts. 

Two of these, Yoldia obtusata and Trigonoarca galdrina^ are also 
found in the Ariyalur group of the Trichinopoli district, but the identifica- 
tion of the Sripermatur species referred to the Yoldia is sliglitly open 
to doubt. T/igonoarca galdrina is, however, a well marked form, and 
it belongs to a characteristically cretaceous genus. 

The specimens were collected by the late Mr. Charles Oldham before 
the country w'as properly examined, and there appears some slight doubt 
as to the precise beds from which they were obtained. Some of the 
specimens were from Sripermatur itself, others from Rajah^s Choultry. 
The only cretaceous fossils found by Mr. Foote, who mapped the country 
in the Sripcrmatdr neighbourhood, occurred in water-vvorn blocks of grey 
or greenish grey gritty sandstone, resting loosely on the surface of jurassic 
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beds near Sripermatur * The origin of these boulders could not be traced, 
and the fossils cannot now be found ; amongst the forms obtained were 
four or five species of Ammonites^ some Belemnitesy etc. 


As will be presently shown, there is a great difference between the 
fauna of the cretaceous rocks in Southern India and that of the deposits 
of similar age on the Narbadi, but on the other hand many of the fossils 
. of the Trichinopoh area are found in the cretaceous rocks of the Khd»i hills, 
to the north-east of Bengal, between Assam and Sylhet. So many species 
indeed are common to the Trichinopoli and Khdsi deposits that it is prob- 
able that the two regions were part of the same marine area. The creta- 
ceous rocks of the Khdsi hills are almost unquestionably identical with 
those extending throughout the hill ranges south of Assam and the same 
strata are piobably represented in Aiakaii The drsciiption of these rocks 
will be best deferred to a subsequent chapter,^ but the palaeontological 
results may be noticed here. 

In a small collection of fossils Dr. Stoliczka’^ recognised the following 
species. The highest fossiliferous band, about 200 feet below the edge 
of the cliff at Maosmai, a coarse sard} limestone, contains small Lavtcl- 
lihranchiata^ 2i Celleporay and echinoderms ; a finer rock is piincipally 
made up of an Astf ocdeniay allied to A, decaphyila. 

From about the middle of the series, above Mahddeo, in a stream under 
Laisophlang, in a soft, ochre ous, glauconitic sandstone these fossils weie 
found ; — 

Nautilus (I N. elegans). 

Nautilus^ with a central siphon ; 
fragments. 

U.T. A Ammonites planulatus^ 

U. f> dispar. 

U. » orbignyanus, 

A. a ^ pacificus, 

U, Anisoceras tndteum* 

U, * „ subcomp ressum* 

U. A. Baculites, near B vagina, 

T. A. Alar i a paptUonacea. 

T. A. Rostellana palUata. 

T Gosavia tndica. 

T. A. Centhium inauguratum* 

T. Tritonidea requiemana, 

T. Homifusus cinctus. 

The facies of this group rather resembles that of the Utatdr beds of 
Southern India. 

1 Memoirs, X, 61, (1873). ! the I'sts the letters U,T, A prefixed signify that 

* Infra, p. 295, 1 the species is found in the Uiatdf, Trichinopoli, 

*$tolics!ka. Memoirs, VIl, i8i, (1869) ; in ' and Ariyaldr groups respectively. 


Phasianella, 

Turritclla, 

Euspira* 

^Dentaltum. 

Janira, near J, flciiriausiana, 
E^o^yra miiheroniana. 
Spondylus striatus, 

Modiolii typLca. 

T. Caidita jaqmnoti {orbicularis) , 
Cnrdiiim. 

Terebrotiila, near T, earnea, 

T iirbinolta, 

Hemiaster, 

Iloloster 

Brtssus. 
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From the well known fossil locality about tw'O miles fiom Tharia, on the 
fourth crosscut taken by the footpath between the zigzags of the road 
to Cherra Punji, or the first below the DeviFs Bridge, the following were 
named : — 


A. \cutiUis Icevigatus 
U, A. Baculifes vagina 
A Cypra^n glohuhna 
U. „ ptlulosa. 

T. A. Rostcllarta palhata. 

T. A. Alan a iegulata* 

T. „ gl( ndtna. 

A. Lynio ci assicoUata, 

A, Vuliitilithes ^eptemcostata 
T Tiilonidea reqnienmna. 

T, Lathirus reii^sii, 

A. Pi^eiidoLiva snbco^fnta. 

A. Tuyriiella pond icheri i emu, 
r« A, „ mullistyuita 
U. A ? Mitreola citlumna 
A. Euspira lirata. 


I . A. G\yodes pans in. 

A. Gtbhula granulosa. 

A. Nerita divaruata 
A. Euptycha larvata. 

A Attaon cumdio. 

Peden septemplv atus. 

^ antra quadrUostata. 

A Giyphcea vesii’ularis 
Spondylin siriaitis. 

Pei ten, near P. rngosin. 

Inoteramii^ 

T. Rhyn onella lompressa. 

Terebratula, sp., probably T, bipU^ 
( ata and T. cornea. 

Ananohytes 7 several species, but 
>dislinct from any dc- 
Brisstts 'scribed. 


Nearly all the fossils of this list occur also in the Ariyalur group of 
Southern India, but there are a number of species in the Tharia beds 
\^hi('h appear to be peculiar, and most of them new. It may be north re- 
cording that the obseiver who collected these fossils considered the latter 
locality to be lower in the seiies than the former, which would be remark- 
able, if true seeing that the Ariyalur group is newer than the Utatur. 


Before quitting the subject of the Trichinopoli and Assam cretaceous 
beds, it is necessary to notice the very remarkable resemblance between 
a poition of their fauna and the species found in certain strata in South 
Afriia.^ In the description of the Gondwdna system, and again in the ac- 
count of the upper jurassic beds of Cutch, tne remarkable affinities between 
Indian fossil plants and animals and the forms found in South African beds 
were repeatedly noticed, and there is a similar connection between the 
cretaceous formations in the two regions. In some deposits found resting 
upon the Karoo beds on the coast of Natal, 22 out of 35 species of mollusca 
and echinodermata collected and specifically identified, are identical with 
forms found in the cretaceous beds of Southern India, the majority being 
Trichinopoli species. Amongst the South African fossils are some of 
the commonest and most characteristic fossils of the Southern Indian creta- 
ceous deposits, namely AmmonUes gardenz (Ariyalur), A. kayei (Utatur) 

* C. L. Griesbach, Qua ft. Jour. Cenl. Soc , 1 described by Buily, Quart. Jouft^ Geol, Soc, 
XXVII, 60, (iSqi), Some of the fossils A^ere I XI, 454, (1855). 
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Anisoceras rugatum (Utatur), Pugnellus uncatus (Tricliinopoli), Fas* 
^iolaria tigida (Tricliinopoli), Channitzia iindoi^a (Tricliinopoli), Eii- 
chrysalis gigontea (Tricliinopoli and Ariyalur), SolaricUa radiatula (all 
{hue' groups), Avellnna ainpla (Tricliinopoli), Turritella viultistriata 
(Tricliinopoli and Ariyalur), Pccten {Vo/a) qiiinquecostatus (all three 
groups) and Cardiuvi hillanttm (Tricliinopoli group). There is also some 
slight indication of a representalion of the difterent Indian zones. 

hhom the cretaceous rocks of Madagascar six species of cretaceous 
fossils were examined by Mr. R. B. Newton ’ in 1889, of which three, Alec- 
tiyouia {Oshea) uii^tilata, A. peefinafn and Grypha'a icsicuhi} n are also 
lound in the Aii) alur group, the other three species being typical neo- 
comian belemnites, from a different locality and evidently from rocks of an 
older date 

'I'he South African beds arc cleaily coa*-t or shallow water deposits 
like those of India; the great similarity of forms certainly suggests 
continuity of coast line between the two regions, and thus .supports the 
view that the land connection between South Africa and India, already 
shown to have existed in both the lower and upper Gondwdna periods. 
M^as continued into cretaceous time s. It is very surprising to compare 
the middle cretaceous fauna of Southern India with that of the distant 
beds of Nataly and then with the widely differing forms found in b(‘ds of the 
same age in central India and southern Arabia, 


The marine cretaceous formations found in the western portion of the 
Narbadd valley have been commonly know’n as l^agh beds, from the 
towui of Bdgh, situated about 90 miles west by south of Indore and 35 
miles w'cst-south-w’est of Dhdr. The town is not on cretaceous rocks, 
though they are W'ell developed in the neighbourhood. The occurrence of 
cretaceous fossih near Bdgh was discovered by Colonel Keatinge ^ in 1856, 
but the existence of fossiliferous limestone in this part of the Narbadd 
valley had been known for a long time, although the exact locality had 
not been ascertained. The circumstance that blocks of limestone, con- 
taining fragments of Bryozoa and ether fossils, had been employed in 
building the houses of Mdndogarh, a city now' in ruins about twenty miles 
south of Dhdr, first attracted attention, and it was mainly owing to an 
ingenious and happy suggestion by Dr. Carter’^ that attention was attract- 
ed to the neighbourhood of Bdgh, where limestone had been observed in 
1818 by Captain Danger field. 

» Quart, Jour. Geol, Soc., XLV, 333, (1889). I » Jour. Bom. Bi . Roy. As. Soe., V, 238, (1857), 

’ Jour. Am. Soc. Beng,^ XXVII, n6, (1858). | Geological papers on Western India, p. 685. 
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The cretaceous rocks of the lower Narbada valley^ occur chiefly along 
the edge of the Deccan traps^ and intervene between the latter and the 
metamorphic rocks. West of Bagh the outcrop of the cretaceous beds 
may be traced ^^ith a few interruptions to the neighbourhood of Raroda. 
hast of Bdgh they only occur in places around the inliers of older rocks. 

As a general rule, the Btigh beds are composed of a calcareous rock 
above and of sandstone below, but the character of each portion of the 
formation varies. Commencing to the eastward, the first })lace where 
marine cretaceous beds arc ki own to occur is in the neighbourhood of 
Btlrwai^ on the NarbadA, nearly due south of Indore. Here some con- 
glomerates, more or less calc.ireous, and sandstones containing marine 
sliells, represent the cretaceous formation, and in one place are seen to 
be distinctly uncon formable to an outlier of Mahadeva conglomerate 
belonging to the up[)er Gondwana series. From the neighbourhood of 
B^rwai the whole Narbadd valhy is composed of trap for nearly 50 miles 
to the westward. Lower rocks re-appear near Mdndogarh, between 
which place and Bagh the cretaceous beds arc found, fo^’ming a narrow' 
Iringe to the traps, around several inlicis of Bijdwar and metamorphic 
rock 

The Bdgh fossiliferous beds a* e divided into three zones, all calcareous 
underlaid by a variable thickness of conglomeratic and sandy beds. The 
fossiliferous zones are known as (1) the nodular limestone, (2) the ’ Deloa 
and Chirdkhdn marl, (3) the coralline limestone. 

The nodular limestone gioup is the most extensive of the three, being 
found in all the exposures, but at the eastern and westernmost outcrops 
the peculiar nodular character is w’anting. It is an argillaceous, whitish, 
coaipact and generally nodular limestone 

The Deola and Chirdkhdn marl is a soft band, never more than 10 feet 
tliick, which is chiefly interesting as having yielded the majority of the 
fossils. The coralline limestone is the rock of wdiich Mdndogarh is built 
it is yellow' or red in colour, and consists chiefly of small fragments of 
Hryozoa shells, etc. 'I he freshly broken surface has a somewhat granular 
mottled appearance, and the fossils are not conspicuous, except on the 
w eathered surface . 

The tw'O upper groups do not extend so far w'estwards as the lowest, 
the most western known exposure of the coralline limestone being at Umrdli, 
near Ali. 

The total thickness of these groups united does not exceed 60 or 70 feet 
at its maximum, and they thin out to the northwards, attaining their great- 
est thickness along the southern limit of the exposures. 

The fossil fauna obtained from these beds is an interesting one, though 

* Tho description of these rocks is bas'd 1 163, (1869), and P. N. Bose, MemoifS^XXlt 
principally on W. T. Blanford, Memoiis^ \ I, 1 35, (1884), 
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amounting to only forty forms in all. Of these the late Prof. Duncan 
determined the following — 



Nodular 

Iimc- 

£>tone. 

Deola 

( oral- 
line 



marl. 

llme- 

•tone. 


Lame LLi BRANCH I AT A — 



1 


Neithea alba^ 



•• 

) P. quinquecastixta in Europe (gault 





> to lower chalk); Africa, Utatur, 

Pecten quadricostatus . 


* 


) Tricl«inopi»li and ArlaliU. 

Brachiopooa— 





Rhynconella dcp! essa 

Brvozoa — 


¥: 


h.urop'* (lower greensand). 

Escharinay sp. 


^ 1 

1 


EscharOy sp. 

Gc HI NODE R MATA— 





Cidaris namadicns 


* 


Lebanon. 

Salenia traasii 


^ 1 



Cyphosomj cenomanensis 


¥: 1 

* 

Europe (cenomani.in). 

Orthopsis indicus , 


^ i 


Echinohrisstis goybeti 


^ 1 


Lebanon. 

Nucliolites similis 


^ \ 


Europe (ohloiitu* marl) 

Hem i aster ceno ma ncnsis 

* 

¥: I 

* 

Lebanon, Europe (cenomani.in). 

//. similis .... 
Vermes— 



! ^ 

Plurope (cenomanian). 

Viiicularitty sp, . . • 


* 

1 


Serpula plexus 

CORALLIA • 


* 

1 


Thamnastraa decipiens 

1 

¥: 

1 

Europe (iieocomian to gosau). 


To which Mr. Bosc^ has added th^ following : — 


Cephalopoda— 

Ammonites guadeloupl 


* 

X 


Europe, Trichi nopoli. 

Caste ropoda — 

Fulguraria elougata 

• 


X 


Europe (cemonanian and senonian) ; 

Lyiia granulosa , 


¥: 



Trichinopoli. 

Africa; Utatur and Trichinopoli. 

Fasciolaria rigida , 


* 

X 


Trichinopoli. 

Ttiton, sp. . 



X 


Naticay sp. . 


• -x- 

X 



Cerithiumy sp. . 


X 

X 



Twritellay sp. 


X 

X 



Lamellibranchiata — 
Ostrea ley merit 


X 



Ariyalur, Europe (neocomian). 

0. arcotensis 



X 


0. sp. . 


... 


X 


Radula obliquistriata 


X 

i X : 


Ariyaliir, 

Plicatula midticosiata 

. 


I * ! 


Trichinopoli. 

Modiola archiaci . 

• ! 

X ' 



Europe (neocomiar.). 

Inoceramus concentricus 

* I 


... 

hiurope (gault). 

I, coquandianus , 

• 

X 

r.! 


Europe, (gauU). 

I, mtdtiplicatus 



! * 


Trichinopoli. 


‘ Quart, Jour. Geol, Soc., XXI, 349, (1865) ; 
Records^ XX, 8r, (1887). 

• This and the following species were regarded 
by the late Dr. F. Stoliczka as but doubtfully dis- 


tinct from each other and from P. ( Vola) quinque- 
costata, 

• Memoirs, XXI, 37, 40, 43, (1884). 
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Notlular 

lime* 

stone. 

Deola 

Coral- 

line 



marl. 

lime- 

stone. 


InoceramuSy .sp . 

Pinna laticostata .... 








Ariyalur, Europe (neocomian) 

Area seem IS 

* 

... 


C'fiditifn altmu . . . . 

* 

1 ^ 


Utatur 

C. hillamiiu ... 


* 

1 

TricliinopoH. 

Venus^ sp. . 

Panopcca ai eu ita , 


X- 





Europe (neoromian) 

BrACHK'PODA — 




Khynconclla plieatiloides 


X- 

X 

Trichin ipoH, Aiyalur, 

R., sp. . . . . 

POLY70A — 


X- 

X 


Ceriopora dispar .... 


X 

X 

Ariyalur 


In the most r^'ccntly pLihlislu^il account of these beds an attempt has 
been made/ to correlate tlie three /ones with the three great groups of 
Southern India and to the European grou})S ranging from albian (gault) 
to senonian (chalk). To say nothing of tiie improbability of the greater 
portion of the cretaceous period being represented by ^ome 50 feet of 
fossiliferous beds, there is no palaeontological (widence in favour of the 
suj)position. Seven at least of the* species of the lowest bed range into 
the Deola and Chirakhdn marl, and the sami' number of species are 
found common to this and the coralline limestone. Three species [Cerio- 
pora dispar^ Hemiaslcr 'cenomanensis^ and //. similis) range through all 
three beds. Considering the limited number of species found in the upper 
and lowermost beds the pahTontological resemblances are greater than 
would be consistent witli a range of time from Cenomanian to senonian. 
Nor do the palseontological relations of the fauna to those of other parts 
of the world bear out the supposition. None of those forms which have 
been determined by the late Professor Duncan are found in Europe in beds 
of other than cenornanian or turonian age, and of the forms identilied by 
Mr, Bose with European species of albian and cenornanian age, an identifi- 
cation confessedly rough, at least halt are forms wliose specific identity or 
the reverse is difficult for any one but a practised paheontologist to deter- 
mine. Omitting those species whose specific identity is open to doubt and 
con fining ourselves to those forms which have been determined by Profes- 
sor Duncan, all those which are found in Europe occur there in beds ot 
Cenomanian (upper green sand) age and ino^t are characteristic of it, 
consequently the cretaceous rocks of the Narbadd valley must closely 
correspond to the Utatur group of Southern India. 

In contrast to the relation between the cretaceous faunas of vSouth 
Africa and Southern India may be noticed the divergence betw een the 
* Memoiis, XXI, 48, (1884). 
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latter and tljat of the Narbadi valley. Among the fossils identified by Pro. 
fessor Duncan, Neithea nlpina and Pecteii qiiadricostatus^ were regarded 
by Dr Stoliczka as doubtfully distinct from P. quinqiiccostatiis found in the 
Utatur gruuj:), but with this exception no other species is found in the creta- 
ceous of Southern India, and even in this case the identification is one on 
which palaeontologists are not thoroughly agreed. Thamnastrea dccipi- 
ens is replaced by a closely allied form T. hiei'oolyphfca, and the two IJe^ 
jntasteys by remotely allied forms. The more recent additions to the 
fauna mad(' b3. Mr Bos<' have yielded thirteen species ap[)arently idemtical 
with Southern Indian forms, but it is probable that this nuinbm- wiW be 
reduced when the fossils come to be more critically examined, and five of 
the thirteen are wide ranging species found also in Europe or South Africa. 
Even accepting the identifications, this number out of a total of forty 
distinct forms is a much smaller proportion than obtains in the case of the 
south African and rrichinopoli cretaceous beds. 

Anothijr contrast between the Madras and Narbadd valley cretaceous 
beds is the very small proportion of European forms found in the former 
and the large proportion in the latter. Of the eight species of Echino- 
dermata four are also found in Europe and two more in the Lebanon, and 
of other orders Neilhea alpina, Pecten quadricostatui, and I hamnastraca 
decipiens are found in Europe. To these Mr. Bose has added eight species 
also found in Europe. In the intervening area, two small exposures of 
cretaceous rocks are known at Ras Fartak and Ras Gharwen on the 
south-east coast of Arabia, from wbich small collections, comprissing but 
thirteen species have been examined.^ Yet, three of these are also found 
in the Bdgh beds, and no less than ten in Europe. It is evident from this 
that there must have been tolerably free communication between the sens 
in which these different exposures were deposited, and that they belong 
to one of the great marine provinces of the cretaceous epoch. 

With the South African cretaceous fauna the relationship of the Bdgh 
fauna is of the slightest, only two species, Pecten qiiinquccostntus and 
Ly via granulosa, being common to the two regions Of these the former 
is a species of almost world- wide range, and the latter is also found in the 
cretaceous of Southern India 

The contrast between the faunas of Narbadd and South Indian creta- 
ceous is consequently as strongly marked as the relationships of the foiiner 
to the European fauna and of the latter to that South Africa. Yet the dis- 
tance which separates the two Indian exposures is but 750 miles, only half 
the distance which separates the lower Narbadd exposure from Arabian 
localities, and a much smaller fraction of the distance to the European 
localities or between Trichinopoli and Soutn Africa. 

^ P. M. Duncan, Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc., by Dr. Carter, Jour., Bombay Br. Roy. As. Soc., 
XXI, 349, (1865). The Arabian localities were IV, 71. (*853). “Geological Papers on 
originally described, and the fossils collected, Western India,” p. 6 o 3 »(i 8 S 7 . 
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These apparently anomalous reIationship<= and clivcr;vences between the 
cretaceous faunas aie easily explicable by, and arc indc'cd proof positive of, 
the suj)position (hat dry laud stretched continuously from India to Africa 
during the cretaceous period and formed a barrier between two distinct 
marine provinces. 


Besides the fossilifcTous beds of the li)v\er Xarbdda valley aha ady nolic(‘d, 
a lower division h<is been described niuhr the name ol the Nimdr sand- 
stone, ^ whose age* is open to doubt. 'I he fiacpieiit presence of a band of 
c c)ngloincratc-*s and sanchstones iinderl) ing the nodular limestone has already 
been noticed. In fact, it is only at or near l\a- haoda, in tlie Man valley, that 
its absence is recorded As a rule, the thic'kness is small in the eastern 
e xposures, buithey begin to thicken rapidly south-westwards of B^gh, 

In the Hatni valle} they have a thickness of nearly 200 fec't ; near the 
deserted city of Ali they are 500 feet thick, and in the inlier south of 
Kawant they amount to over 700 feet. With all its variation in thickness 
this sandstone preserves the same gemeral type, of eonglomeiatic beds and 
conglomerates at the base overlaid by lim* giained sandstones and shaly 
beds, 

I'he age of this sandstone is doubtful It has been legauled as lower 
cretaceous, and in ^a^our of this supposition there is the absence ot any 
observed unconformity between it and the beds it underlies Mr. Bose 
classed it as neocomian on llic strength of an oyster bed, composed of a 
species which was identified with the European O, Icymcnt^ bute\en if the 
identification were correel the e\idence is uot sufficient to establish the age 
of the bed, and there is some doubt whether the n)sle‘r band is really 
conformable to the undcil\ing sandstone or not.^ 

The sandstone contains no recognisable lossils, the uppermost heels 
--»how’ crustacean and annelid tracks on their surface ; semie indeterminable^ 
fragments of bone were found and fragments of carbonised driftwood are 
said to occur In this, as well as in lithological facies, the Nimdr sand- 
stone agrees with the Mahcldevasof the Dhdr forest are a. In Kdthiaw'dr 
there is the same absence of beds intervening between the upper Gond- 
Wclnas and the cretaceous as would be implied by a Mah^deva age for the 
Nirndr sandstones, but the absence of any observed unconfoimity, the 
constancy of the nodular limestone beds, and the fact that the thickening 
of the sandstones is in the same direction as that of the upper beds lend 
some support to the supposition that they are cretaceous, in the absence 
of more conclusive evidence their true age must remain a matter of doubt. 

l;i K^thidwar a series of sandstone beds known as the Wadhw^n sand- 
^ Memoirs, XXI, 23, I * Mi inoUs, XXI, preface to pt. ii, p. vii, (1884.) 
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stones are found between the Umia group and the overlying Deccan 
traps.^ They are composed of biick red or dull reddish brown sandstone 
w’ith some argillaceous beds, at the top of which are in places cherty beds or 
thin bands of limestone, retailing the rocks of Rdgh. In the neighbourhood 
of Wadhwdn, there is a thin band of drab coloured, tough, sometimes gritty 
or chalcedonic limestone, containing marine fossils, chiefly Bryozoa, a 
few small corals and a portion of a flattened, keeled ammonite, resembling 
the cretaceous A. guadaloupae^ in a matted mass of broken indetermin- 
able shells In other localities Ostrea and Naiica were found, but no fossils 
sufliciently well preserved to determine the precise age of the beds. The 
general facies of the fossils, as w^ell as the lithological character of the ro( k 
they are preserved in, suggest the correlation cf these beds with the creta- 
ceous of Bcigh, and their direct supei position on the Wadhwdn sandstones 
corresponds to the relation between the BAgh beds and the Nimdi sand- 
stones who‘'e probably upper Gondwana age has already been indicated. 
The relation of the Wadhw'An sandstones to the overlying trap appears to 
be very similar to that of the Bdgh cretaceous, there being a distinct erosion 
unconformity. 

* F. Feddf n, Memoirs^ XXI, 87, { 1884) 
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In the last chapter the cretaceous rocks of the Peninsula were described, 
and the present should, in the ordinaiy course, be devoted to the rocks of 
th(‘ same agt' in tlu' extra-peninsular area. 'I here are, how(‘ver, two very 
good r(‘asons for depaiting from this coiirs(‘, the first being the intimatt‘ 
relation which subsists between the cretaceous and tertiary rocks of a 
large portion of extra peninsular India, necessitating their being' dealt 
with together ; the ether is the presence, immediately above the creta- 
ceous beds in the Peninsula, of a series of volcanic rocks, forming one of the 
most prominent and widely spread of all the rock systems found in the f’en- 
insula. 

In superficial area the Deccan tra{)S are only exceeded, within the 
limits of peninsular India south of the Indo-Gangclic plain, by the meta- 
morphic series and, although the traps are far inferior in thickness to the 
Vindhyan and Gondwina formations, their remarkable horizontaiity, through- 
out a great part of the region covered by them, enables them to conceal 
all older rocks. Some faint idea of the extensive area occupied by this 
formation may be gained from the fact that the railway from Bombay to 
Ndgpur, 519 miles long, never leaves the volcanic rocks until it is close 
to the Nagpur station, and that the traps extend without a break from 
the sea coast at Bombay to Amarkantak at the head of the Narbadd, and 
from near Helgdum to north of Goona Even this extent, great as it is, by 
no mean represents the whole area originally occupied by the formation ; 
for outliers are found east of Amarkantak as faj- as Jamird Pdt in Sarguja, 
to the south-east a small outcrop occurs close to Rdjdmahendri, whilst to 
the westward the series is well developed in Kdthiawar and Cutch, and is 
even believed to be represented, though only by two very thin bands west 
of Kotri^ in Sind. We have, therefore, proof of the existence of this vol- 
canic formation throughout nearly ten degrees of latitude and sixteen of 
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longitude, whilst the area ro\ered in the Peninsula of India can be little 
less than 200,000 square miles. It is probable that the limits mentioned 
veiy nearly correspond to the original boundaries of the volcanic rocks, 
because the high level lateritc, which rests conformably upon the uppei- 
most traps of the Deccan, is found to the southward, eastward and north- 
ward, resting on rocks older than the volcanic series, and if, as will be 
shown to be probable in a later chapter, this laterite was formed at a date 
shortly subsequent to the cessation of the igneous outbursts, it may be 
inferred that the lava flows never extended to the localities (such as 
Gwalior, Rewd, etc) in which the laterite is found resting immediately 
upon Vindhyan transition, or mt tamorphic lodcs. 

In adopting the name of Deccan^ trap for this great volcanic forma- 
tion, the Geological Survey has been guided parti) by old usage, partly 
by the circumstance that the term * trap ^ was originally applied to similar 
horizontally stratilicd lava flows. Some geologists have condemned the 
term on account of the loose mannci in which it has been used for a great 
variety of igneous rocks, but it is clifticuit to leplact it, and in the present 
case, at all events, it is emploveel in a well dc lined sense. 

In consequence of its geological struc tuic , the v ok anic region of cen- 
tral and western India is distinguished b\ maikcd j)( culiantit s of scene iv, 
and the characters of the suilace aie wiekl) diilerent horn those found in 
other parts of the Indian Peninsula. Cue at undulating plains, divided from 



Figf 15 —Hill composed of Deccan Vap, near Harangaon, north of Nimdwar, Narbadi valley. 

each other by flat topped ranges of hills, occupy the greater poition ot the 
country and the hillsides are marked by conspicuous terraces, often 

Mt IS scarcely necessary to state that the 1 Indian Peninsula which is South of the Via- 
Deccan (Dakshin) comprises that part of the | dhyan range 


PETROLOGY. 


^57 


Ohap. XL] 

traceable for great distances, and due to the outcrop of the harder basaltic 
strata, or of those beds which resist best the disintegrating influences of 
exposure, in some parts of the area great scarps are found, some of those 
in the Sahyddri range being 4,000 feet in height, all conspicuously banded 
with horizontal terraces. 

"I he vegetation of the trap area differs no less conspicuously from 
that which is found on other formations, the distinction in the dry 
season being so marked that, especially when taken in connection with 
the form of the surface, it enables hills and ranges of tiaj) to be dis- 
tinguished at a distance from those composed of other rocks. 7 he 
peculiarity consists in the prevalence of long grass and the paucity of 
large trees,* and in the circumstance that ^llmost all bushes and trees, 
except in the damp districts near the sea, are deciduous. 'J'he result is 
that the whole country presents, except where it is cultivated, a uniform 
straw coloured surface, with but few spots of green to break the monotony 
during the cold season, from November till March, whilst fiom March, 
when the grass is burnt, until the commencement of the rains in June, 
the black soil, black rocks, and blackened tree stems present a most re- 
markable aspect of desolation. During th(‘ rainy season, however, the 
country is covered wdth verdure, and in many parts it is very beautiful, 
the contrast aftorded by the black rocks only serving to bring into irelief 
the bright green tints of the foliage. 


I hroughout the trap arc'a tlie prevailing rock is some form of dolerite 
or basalt, but there is a large' amount of \,iri('ty in the characters 
presented by dil'lerent beds. Some are (‘xcessively compact, hard, and 
homogeneous, the ciy^talline structure being so minute as to be de- 
tecterl with difficulty (anamesitc), others are coarsely crystalline, and 
these frequeinly contain olivine in considerable (juantiiies, and one variety 
is porphyritic, cont<iiniug Iaig<' tabular crystals of glassy felspar, white 
or green in colour. Many of the basalts again aie soft and earthy, evi- 
dently ill most cases, and probably in all, from partial dt'composilion. 
I'he most striking peculiarity is, perhaps, the grc'at prevalence of amyg- 
daloid, in which the nodules, chiefly containing zeolite or agate, sometimes 
form the principal jiart of the rock. J hese noduh*s are very often coated 
with glauconite (green t'arth), and the prevalence of this mineral is highly 
characteristic. Almost throiigiiout their range, the Dcccan traps may be 
recognised by the occurrence of the amygdaloidijJ basalts with green earth, 
or of the porphyry with crystals of glassy fels[)ar. 

* The want of large trees is partly due to j for temporary cultivation of a rude kind, and 
the wanton destruction to which the forests of | perhaps more than all, to the practice of 
India have been exposed for ages through | annually burning the grass at the commence- 
reckless cutting, to equally reckless clearing | ment of the hot season. 
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Exfoliating concretionaiy structure is common in the softer forms of 
basalt, which Iiave undergone some amount of decomposition, but it is 
never seen in the hard compact beds. Frequently the hard unaltered 
spheroidal cores of concentiic nodules, which may easily be mistaken for 
rolled fiagments, are to be found s ''altered over the suiface of the bed, 
from which they have weathered out. Columriai structure is less com- 
mon, though it is occasionally seen, a fine example being shown in the 
following woodcut In some cases this stiucture has been observed in 





Fig 16 —Radiating basaUic columns in a dyke near Gujri north-west of Maheswar, Na-'baU 

valley 

the compact basaltic flows ; it is frequentl)^ seen in the lowest flow, a very 
thick one, west of Hoshangdb^d, in the Narbadil valley, and in one of the 
lower flows in MdlwA, but the appe nance is often confined to intrusive 
dykes, as in the example illustrated. Trachytic rocks are extremely rare, 
and have hitherto only been found in intrusive masses 

Beds of volcanic ash are common, so common indeed ia places as to 
form a v^ery considerable proportion of the strata, and they appear to be 
much more prevalent towards the upper part of the series.^ They often 
differ but little in appear^ce from the basaltic lavas witli which they are 
interstratified, but, on close examination, their brecciated structure can 
always be readily detected, and the blocks of scoriae which they contain 

1 Possibly due to the upper part of the series lowe’’ beds on the Narbadi, west of. Baroda, 
being chiefly preserved near the old volcanic where remains of ancient volcanic cores also 
foci. Ashes are found interstratified with the occur. 
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generally weather out'en exposed surfaces and remain in relief, precisely 
as on old volcanic cones. Magnificent examples are to be seen on most 
of the higher portions of the Sahy^dri or Western Ghdts and on the 
high peaks around Poona, formerly used as hill forts ; well marked 
instances occur also in Bombay and Salsette.* Very frequently a thin bed 
of ash intervenes between two basaltic flows. Occasionally pumice is 
found in the ash beds, the interstices being, however, all filled up by the 
same process as that by which vesicular lava has been converted into 
amygdaloid. Here and there, throughout the traps, beds of red bole 
occur ; they are usually only a foot or two thick, but occasionally more. 
Sometimes the bole contains scoriae, and in this case it frequently covers 
the upper surface of a basaltic flow, into which it appears to pass. In 
some instances the bole is so uniformly stratified that it has the appearance 
of having been deposited from water.* 

In a few instances bands of very homogeneous structure and of a pale 
lilac colour, formed of an apparently argillaceous rock resembling bole 
in texture and so perfectly laminated as to exactly simulate shale have 
been found interstrati Red with the basalts. This is especially the case 
at a large hill called Pdwagarh, 2 ooo feet high, near Baroda, and similar 
beds are said to occur in KdthidwAr ; they have also b(*en noticed cast of 
Sur«it. The occasional occurrence of glassy felspar crystals in these beds 
and the circumstance that some of the harder basalts at times weather on 
their exposed edges into a somewhat similar soft lilac rock, render it 
possible that these shaly strata result frem the alteration of trap. At 
the same time it is far from improbable that some of them may be con- 
solidated volcanic mud, composed of line lapilli washed down and deposited 
by water. 

No cr)slalliscd pyroxene has been observed, except locally in some 
of the ash beds, and the only felspar which occurs in distinct crystals 
appears to be the form of orthocla'«e (gassy felspar) which is found in 
the porphyiitic rock already mentioned. Olivine and magnetite are com- 
mon, former occurring as translucent yellowish grains, the latter in 
minute crystals, too small, as a rule, to be recognised by the naked eye 

* Amongst the best ex.unplt'S are the rocks * Sir C. Lyell hns shown that bands of red 
in which the Keneri caves of Salsette are clay inter stratified nith the lavas of Etna 
cut ; some beds on the Kamatki ghAt between h'lve been formed from the crust of the lower 
Poona and Mahabaleshwar ; and a conspicuous lava flow, decomposed into clay and then 
bed at tl»e lower gateway of the fo tress of baked and reddened by the h^at of the over- 
Singarh near Poona. Ash-breccias also occur lying flow, or ivhere “ volcanic sand has been 
in Bombay Island at Flag-staff hill and Rai showered down from above and washed over 
hill, Parel, and in the iieighbouihood of Sion the older lavas by torrents and floods P/i/l 
fort. It must not be supposed trom these r»n«s,i858, p. 711. Similar beds appear to 
examples that the rock is rare. It is found bech.irict* ristic of subaerial lava flows , jiitld, 
almost throughout the trap country, but it is Jour. Gcol, Soc.^ XXX, 227, (1874). 

much less common towards the base of the 
traps. 

T 
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but easily detected, if abundant^ by the effect of the rock upon the 
magnetic needle Magnetic iron sand derived from the traps is fre- 
quently found in the streams which traverse the rocks. With the tabular 
telspar crystals small scales of red mica are found. 

Secondary minerals of various kinds, which 1 ate been formed s*ncethe 
consolidation of the volcanic stiata, are found in the greatest abundance 
in sone of the flows, especially in the am} gdaloidal, and in some of the 
moie earthy and decomposed traps. These minerals uot only form the 
nodules of the am}gdaIoid, but they are found lining cracks and hollows, 
the finest crystals being alwa}s in geodes or catities, some of which are 
as much as two or three feet across, and even larger hollows lined with 
crystals are said to have been found. T he commonest minerals are 
quaitz (either crystalline or in the form of agate, bloodstone, jasper, etc ,) 
and stilbite, next in abundance are apophyllite, heulandite, scolccite 
(poonahlite'j laumonite and calcite; thomsonite, epistilbite, prehnite and 
chabasite also occur, but they are rare. The great precalcnce of glauconite 
or green earth has already been noticed. 

1 he crystalline quartz is occasional!}, though raicly, amethystine ; it 
but seldom occurs in ciyslals which exceed an inch in diameter, and the 
larger crystals are not often transparent. The form known as trihedral 
quartz, in which the terminal p}ramid of each quartz cr}stal consists of 
three planes instead of six, or in which three planes are very much nioie 
developed than the other three, js of common occurrence. The agates 
occur chiefly in geodes or nodules, large and small; many are finely 
banded, and, after being coloured by heating, are cut into ornaments.* 
Jasper and heliotrope or bloodstone occur chiefly in flat plates, w lich 
appear to have been formed in cracks, and agate is sometimes met wi»h 
of apparently similar origin. Stilbite is very common, though less so 
than quartz ; one magnificent variety consists of large orange or salmon 
coloured ciystaH, often two or three inches in length, usually compound or 
in sheaf like aggregations, but occasionally in large flat prisms terminated 
by a four sided pyramid. Apophyllite is the finest of all the Deccan trap 
minerals. It generally occurs in four sided prisms with terminal planes, 
a form which closely resembles the cubical crystals of the isonoetric sys- 
tem, the double pyramid, with replacements of the secondary prismatic 
laces and terminal plane.s, so chaiacteristic of this mineral in other locali- 
ties, being chiefly typical of small cr}stals in the Deccan traps. The 

* Two other mineral species besides poonah- Jour, Sci,, 2nd series, XL i :o, (1865) is stilbite, 
llte have been desci ibed from the Deccan traps, coloured in the same manner. 
Oneoftheseishislopite, Haughton, PhtLMag,^ * Moat of the :.tones cot for ornamenrs are 
4th series, XVII, 16,(1859), which appears either procured from rivers or from the ter- 
to be calcite coloured by gbuconite (green tiary gravels derived from the denodation of 
earth) and the other, syhedritc, Sheplurd, Aw, the traps. 
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colour of the Detcan apopliyllite is usually white, more rarely pink or 
green, some crystals are perlectly transparent, and one of the most mag- 
nificent associations of minerals to be found anywhere is seen when, as 
occasionally happens, perfectly clear vitreous crystals of apophyllite, of 
large size, are inserted on a mass of orange stilbitc. Some apophyllite 
crystals are as much as three or four inches acros*?. The other minerals 
are less deserving of notice, but very beautiful long acicular crystals of 
scolecite with exquisitely formed pyramidal terminations are of occasional 
occurrence, and fine crystals of white heulandite are not unfrequent. The 
glauconite is usually amorphous, but occasionally foims an aggregate of 
crystalline scales, and a massive mineral, ^\hich, if not green earth, is 
closely akin both in appearance and composition, occasiomvlly occupies 
small cavities completely. 


One of the most remarkable characters of the Deccan traps is their 
persivstent flatness or near approach to horizontality thioughoiit the greater 
portion of their area. Ihis is conspicuous throughout the Sahyiclri range, 
over the wliole ol the Bombjiy Deccan, from Khaiidesh to Belgaurn and 
SlioUlpur, throughout southern Berar and the north-western portion of 
the Haideribcld territory, in many parts of the S.ltpura range between the 
Narhadil and Tdpti, and on the MAlwd plateau north of the Narbacld. 
Where exceptions occur, as in the western Sdtpara and Rdjpipla hills 
and along the coast near Bombay, the distiiroance is shown to be of later 
date from its affecting contemporaneous or newer beds of sedimentary 
origin. The only departure from absolute horizontality to be seen in the 
lava flows of the Deccan is frequently no more than may be due to 
the lenticular lorm of the beds, but usually there is a very low dip 
discernible, seldom exceeding i®, and fairly constant over large areas. 
This citcumstance tends to show that even this small amount of inclina- 
tion may be due to disturbance, because if the dips represented the origi- 
nal angle at which the lava flows were consolidated, they would be found 
to radiate from the original volcanic vents. Nothing of the kind has, 
however, been traced. 

The separate lava flows aie, as a rule, of no great thickness. The 
average in the tvso sections of the Bh )r and Thai Ghdts, measured on the 
railway lines, is apparently 64 and 87 feet respectively, but really less, 
because the distinction between the flows can in most cases only be re- 
cognised by lithological characters, and where, as must frequently be the 
case, two or more beds of similar appearance and composition occur toge- 
ther, they must often be confounded and measured as one. Many of the 
more amygdaloidal beds appear to be made up of several smaller flows from 
six to ten feet thick, distinguished by being highly amygdaloidal above, 
less so in the middle, and traversed towards the base by long cyllndiical 
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veiticai pipes filled with zeolite.^ But even supposing that these appa- 
rent distinctions are accidental, some well marked crystalline flows in each 
section do not exceed 15 feet in thickness. 

Hitherto only the igneous portion of the Deccan series has been de- 
scribed, but volcanic rocks, although they form the great mass of the for- 
mation, do not compose it exclusively, for sedimentary bands, frequently 
fossiliferous, have been found in several places interstrati lied with the 
lava flows, and have become widely known and described as intertrap- 
pean beds. There is also found in many places, at the base of the whole 
series, a small group of limestones, sandstones and clays, known as the 
Lamet^ g*^oup, from its occurrence at Lametd Ghat, on the Narbadd, near 
Jabalpur. 

The intertrappean beds have been found in two distinct portions of the 
Deccan scries, first close to the base, throughout the greater portion of the 
enormously extensive circuit of the volcanic area, and, secondly, in the 
highest portion of the traps, only known to occur close to the coast in 
Bombay Island and the immediate neighbourhood.^ A rough classification 
of the whole seiies is presented in the following sections : — 

Approximate 
thick css, in fctl * 

1. Upper t'-aps, with mimerous beds of volcanic ash and the 

intertrappean sedimcntai y deposits ol Bombay . . 1,500 

2. Middle traps, ash beds numerous above but less frequent 

towards the base, no sedimentary beds k noun , . 4,000 

3. Lower traps, with inter! rappeans of Najjpur, Narbada 

valley, etc., volcanic ash of rare occurience or wanting . 500 

4. LameUi or infratrappean group 20 to 100 

The whole thickness, as will be shown presently, is probably consider, 
ably greater than 6,000 feet in the neighbourhood of Bombay, but the 
rocks gradually thin out in other directions. At Bombay the upper limit of 
the scries is not seen. It is highly probable that near Surat and Baroda 
the trap may have been even thicker than neat Bombay, but the upper 
portions have been greatly denuded, and it is extremely difficult here, 
as in most other places, to estimate the thickness with any accuracy. 
In Cutch the traps are about 2,500 feet thick, whilst in Sind they have 

* Bearing in mind that amygdaloidal basalt underlying stratum by the heated mass flow- 
must have been originally vesicular lava, and ing over it. 

that what are now nodules of quartz or zeolite * The reasons for considering the Bombay 
were originally air or steam bubbles, it is easy traps higher in the series than the others will 
to understand that the upper portion of a lava be explained subsequently, 
flow, having 6een more .vesicular originally * The thickness given is little more than a 
than the lower portion, would be characterised guess, except in the case of the lower traps 
by a prevalence of am)gdaloid. The verti- and Lametds. The other figures are minimum 
cal tubes must aho have been originally filled estimelcs of the vertical extent of the scries, 
with air or vapour, perhaps expelled from the where fairly developed. 
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dwindled down to two bands at different horizons, eacli less tlian loo feet 
thick. Throughout the greater portion of their area, n,o higher beds, 
except laterite or post-tertiary deposits, are found resting upon them, and 
it is impossible to form any accurate estimate of tlieir original develop, 
ment. In the extreme south of the volcanic area, near Belgium, their 
thickness has been estimated by Mr. Foote to be 2,000 to 2,500 feet. 
On the plateau of Amarkantak, at the eastern extremity of their main 
area, they are about 500 feet thick, but farther east in tin' oiitIi(*r on the 
Mdin Pdt in Sarguja, not more than 300 to 400, whilst to the south-east 
near Rdjdmahendri they are represented by a thin outlier, in which from 
joo to 200 feet of basalt may be exposed. 


Before proceeding further it wdll be necessary to give a fuller descrip- 
tion of the sedimentary formations, and in accordance with the system 
adopted throughout this work, the Lameld group as the lowest will first 
receive attention.^ Formerly this group was supposed to be a representa- 
tive of the Mahddeva group of the Gondwilna system, but further examina- 
tion has shown that the Mahddevas arc much more ancient, and that the 
Lametd beds arc so closely asscciated with tire lowest trap that they must 
be considered as part of the same series. The origin of the name has 
already been mentioned, and it has been stated that the group consists of 
Irmestones, sandstones and clays. The lirn(‘stones are the most charac- 
teristic and peisistenl beds, they frequently occur alone, and they form th(‘ 
upp(T portion of the group when other beds are associated wdth tlnmi. 
Occasionally the limestone is pure, but it is commonly full of sand and 
small pebbles, so as to form a calcareous grit ratlier than a limestone, and 
as a rule it contains an abundance of masses, sometimes irregular, some* 
times more or less lenticular in form, of segregated chert Some of the small 
pebbles frequently consist of red jas| er, the occurrence ot wdiich is very 
characteristic. This gritty limestone, with its included chert nodules, is 
found over a very extensive tract of country in the Central Provinces, and 
appears to be rarely absent throughout any large area in which the base of 
the traps is exposed. 

The bed which, after the limestone, is most commonly found in the 
Lametd group, is a rather fine porous earthy sandstone, usually of a 
greenish colour. The clays are red or green, and are very frequently 
sandy or marly ; sometimes they contain nodular carbonate of lime. 
'J hey are of local occurrence and appear but rarely to extend over any 
considerable area. All these beds pass into each other ; tlie limestone 
is not uufiequently merely the sandstone cemented by carbonate of lime, 

^For details, see i)uar£. Jour. Geol, Sac., I VI, 216, (1869); IX, 315, (1872); XIII, 8;, 
XVI, 154, (1860)1 MemoifSf II, 196, (i860;, 1 (1877); J^eCuuls, V , US, 115,(1872). 
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the marls are an argillaceous form of the limestone, and, except where the 
characteristic gritty limestone is the sole representative of the formation, 
there is, as a rule, a frequent change of character in the beds, both hori- 
zontally and vertically. 1his is usually the case where the thickness 
exceeds 20 or 30 feet, but where the group is only represented by a thin 
band, either the gritty limestone or the earthy greenish sandstone is com- 
monly found alone. 

The Lametd group is quite unconformable to all the various older 
formations upcn which it rests, fiom the metamorphics to the Jabalpur 
group. As a rule, the lowest flows of trap are conformable to the in- 
fialrappean beds, but in some instances distinct unconformity has been 
detected, especially in one case near Jabalpur,^ and it is highly pro- 
bable that closer examination would show that such cases are common, 
and that in many localities where Lametds are wanting their absence is 
due to denudation in pre-trappean times. At the same time the denuda- 
tion appears to have been local, not general, patches occurring here and 
there, whilst in the intervals between them the trap rests upon a forma- 
tion older than Lainetd, but at such an elevation as to show that the 
absence of the inlratrappean bed is not due to the ground having been 
above the water in which the Lametds were deposited. It is impos.sible 
that the Lametds cm e\er have been co-extensive with the base of the 
trap, because the surface on which the latter rests is extremely uneven, 
and many portions of it must have been above the level at w'hich the infra- 
trappean beds were deposited. It will, however, be necessary to recur 
to this subject, when discussing the relations of the trap series as a whole 
to the older formations. 

It is unnecessary to give a list of localities at which the LameU group 
has been observed. It is principally developed in the Central Provinces, 
around Nagpur, Jabalpur, etc. It has not been found in the southern 
Marith^ countiy, but elsewhere along the boundary of the volcanic area 
from tlie Godivari valley to Bhopal and Indore, it is rarely absent ovrr 
any tonsiderable area. As a rule, owing to its small vertical development, 
it only covers small portions of the surface, and it*usually forms a narrow 
fringe to the trap country. In the western Narbada valley it has been 
recognised and described as lying unconformably on the cretaceous B4gh 
beds.* 

The Lamet^ group is, as a rulQ, singularly unfossiliferous, the princi- 
pal fossils which have been found in it, consisting of some bones of a large 
Dinosaurian reptile, Titanosaurus indicus} allied to Pelorosaurus of the 
wealden and Cetiosaurus of the Bath oolite. These fossils occur near 
Jabalpjur, and similar bones, together with coprolites and some chelonian 

* Seeoran, V, nS> (1872)* * Lydekkcr, Recoidsy X, 38, (1877). 

* Bose, MemohSf XXI, 46, (1884). 
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remains, were found at Pisdura about eight miles north of Waror^ in the 
Chlndd district.^ In the last named locality some of the characteristic 
fresh water molluscaof the intertrappean beds, such as Physa prinsepii^ are 
associated with ttie bones, and the same shells have also been found in beds 
at the base of the trap in one or two other localities ; for instance, a Palu* 
Utnay apparently identical with P,deccanensiSy an intertrappean fossil, was 
found by Mr, Hislop at Ndgpur,* Melania and Corbicula have been met 
with in infratrappean beds near Ellichpur in Bcrdr,^ and Physa pitnsepii'xw 
a similar position at Tcdihal, 15 miles north-north-east of Kaladgi in the 
southern Mardiha country.^ Rut it is by no means clear, in tho^e loca- 
lities, where fresh water shells are found in beds beneath the trap, 
with the exception of Nagpur, that an intertrappean bed has not over- 
lapped the edge of the underlying lava flow, so as to rest upon an older 
rock, which may be either Lametd or any other more amient formation 
and in the particular case of Pisdura, \^here ail the fossils are found 
scattered on the surface of a field consisting of red Lameta clay, there is 
always a possibility that Physa ptinscpH and similar fossils may have come 
from some small unnoticed intertrappean band, concealed beneath the deep 
surface soil. At the same time it is by no means improbable that the 
Physa and other shells are really derived at Pisdura from the Lainctd 
beds, and that this group consequently is not much older than the volcanic 
beds which overlie it. 

I'he only other noteworthy occurrence of fossils in the Lametd group 
is that of some fish remains at Dongargaon, six miles eas:t by south, and 
Dhamni, nine miles east by north, of VVarord ® The species have not been 
described ; one of the fish found was considered by Sir P. Egerton allied 
to the Sphvrienodus (a cycloid acaiithoptcrygi m) of the London clay, 
but according to Mr. Smith Woodward, only differs from Belonosfomus^ 
an upper cretaceous g< nus, in the prominence of the vertical foldings 
of the teeth.® 

Leaving the question of the mode of origin of the Lametd group 
to be discussed hereafter, and deferring for the moment the description 
of some beds with marine fossils found at the base of the traps near Rdja- 
mahendri, the next group which requires notice is that comprising the 
fresh water beds interstratified with the lower traps in many parts of 
India, and especially in parts of the Central Provinces, northern llaiderdbdd, 
Berdr, and the states north of the Narbadd valley. Throughout these tracts 
cf country, and beyond them almost throughout the great trap area, there 

* Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc.y XVI, 163, (i860); * MevioitSy XII, 193 (1876). 

Memoirs, XIII. 88, (1877). * Qvart. Jour. Geol. Soc., XVI, 163, 

» Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc.y XVI, 167, (i860). ( 860 . 

® MemoirSy VI, 283, * Hecoidsy XXIII, 24, (‘ 890). 
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are found here and there, near the base of the volcanic formations, 
and in no case so far as has hitherto been recorded, at a greater heiglit 
than from three to five hundred feet above the base thin bands of chert, 
limestone, shale or clay, often abounding in fossils of fiesh water or 
terrestrial origin. 

Perhaps the most common form of the intertiappean bands, or that 
which is most conspicuous, is a compact, blackish, cherty rock, a kind of 
lydian stone It is clear that this rock has been originally a silt, and has 
been hardened, either by the outpouring of igneous rock over it or by 
chemical infiltration, the former being the more probable, because it very 
hequently happens that the upper portion of the bed only is clierty, the 
lower portion being a soft earthy shale. Other forms of intertrappean 
bands are a dark or pale grey limestone, often earthy and impure, but 
rarely gritty, like the characteristic Lametit bed. Not unfrequently the 
sedimentary bed is composed of volcanic detritus, whether removed by 
denudation fiom solid basalt, or consisting merely of thf^ loose piodiicls 
of eruptions, such as lapilli, it is difficult to say. Red and gieen cla}s oi 
bole are also found, often associated with other intertrappean rocks. 

As a rule, the sedimentaiy beds interstratified with the lava flows 
aie distinguished from those underlying the wdiole volcanic series by 
the absence of pebbles and sand, but occasionally, though rarely, sandy 
and even pebbly beds are found at some distance above the base of the 
trap. In the south Mar^th 4 country most of the intertrappean beds are 
sandstones and conglomerates. Ope peculiar detrital form of intertrap- 
pean accumulation has hitherto only been described from the country 
north of the Narbadd and south of Chhota Udaipur on the banks of the 
Karo, atiibutary of the Hiran river.* The lower beds of the trap seiies 
here consist of conglomerates, sandstones, and sandy grits, sometimes 
resting on a stratum of basalt, but occasionally on the Bdgh cretaceous 
beds, wdiich underlie the volcanic formations. Occasionally the sandstone 
or conglomerate appears to be chiefly composed of detritus derived from 
the metamorphic rocks, but volcanic fragments, usually in the form of 
rolled pebbles of basalt, can always be found by search, and in many 
parts the bed becomes a mass of rolled volcanic fragments, often mixed 
with unrolled scoriae. At times, indeed, the rock is a conglomeratic ash, 
in which rolled fragments of metamorphic rocks and of basalt occur to- 
gether Hornblende and pyroxene crystals have been found in these 
conglomeratic ashy beds, which are in some places as much as 200 feet 
thick. In some instances the conglomerates appear to have accumulated 
in hollows, like river beds, but in any case the abundance of rolled pebbles 
and boulders of trap is important as a proof that denudation took place in 
the interval between successive lava flows. 


^ Memoiis, VI, 327, (i866). 
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With the oxceplion of the detrilal accumulations which have just been 
mentioned, the intertrappean bands rarely exceed a few feet, from three to 
about twenty, in thickness, and they frequently do not exeted half a foot. 
In many places two or more sedimentary beds occur at different levels in 
the same section, and llie different bands arc in some cases dissimilar in 
mineral character. Thus, at Mekalgandi* Gh 4 t in the Sichel hills, south 
of the Pen Gangd river, on the old road from N^lgpur to Haiderdbid, a 
locality famous as being one of the first at which the intertrappean fossils 
were detected by Malcolinsoii, the following beds arc observed in sec- 
tion ; — 


I. Trap. 

2- Cherty bed containing Unto, Cypris, etc. 

3. Trap. 

4 l.imcstone containing Cypris and fragments of small mollusea. 

5. Tr.ip. 

6. C.'ilcarcous grit, cont.iiiiing broken sliells (Lancia). 

7. Meiamcirphic locks. 

A single intertrappean bed can but rarely be traced for more than ilnee 
or four miles without interruption ; it then u^'ually dies out. At the same 
time it is rare to go over any large tract near tlie base of the traps without 
finding some sedimentary bands interstiatilied, aiul occasionally, one is 
found to be much more extensive than usual. Thus, an instance is re- 
corded by Mr J. G. Medlicott^ in Sohdgpur^ cast of Jabalpur, in which an 
intertrappean bed was traced for nearly 25 miles. 

U would lake up too much space to eniimeralc all the localities at 
which the low'er sedimentary intertrappean beds have been observed. 
'J'hey have been noticed in several places in the southern Mardthd 
country ; they are commonly found near the base of the trap flows almost 
throughout the great and irregular line of boundary extending from the 
Gocldvari to Rdjpuldna, and they occur even in small outliers, for instance, 
at Mdin Pdt in Sarguja ; they have been detected by Mr. Rogers to the 
westward at Dohad, about 75 miles north-east of Baroda, and still farther 
west in Cutch, by Mr. Fedden* of the Geological Survey. 

The abundance of fresh water and terrestrial animals and plants in 
the intertrappean beds has been the principal reason for the comparatively 
large amount of notice which these thin bands of rock have attracted. 
I'he mollusea are very abundant and are occasionally exquisitely pre- 
served in the cherty layers, the commonest species being forms of Ph}sa 2 LX{A 
LymneUy whilst Unio^ although abundant locally, is of comparatively rare 
occurrence’ Paludina, Valvata, and Melania are far from uncommon. 

* Muckleguncty pass of Malcolmson. | ® Quart, Jour, Geol. Soc.^W\'\^ 122, 

^ Mmuirs, II, 201, \1H59). 1 * Mev.ohs, IX, $S 240, (1872). 
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Land shells are very seldom found, but they have been detected^ in one 
case at least. Enlomostracous crustaceans are very nearly as common ns 
mollusca, all hitherto found belonging to the genus Cypris. The other 
remains of animals hitherto detected have consisted of insects, fishes, and 
reptiles, all of which are fragmentary. Plant remains abound, but leaves 
are rare, seeds and fragments of wood being more common and the most 
abundant vegetable fossils are the seed vessels of Characex^ of which one 
species has been described undt‘r the name of Chara maUolmsoni, 

The plants have not been described, with the exception of the Chara. 
d hose collected near Nagpur are said by Mr. Hislop to comprise about 
fifty species of fruits and seeds, twelve of leaves, and five kinds of woods, 
the only forms mentioned are endogens and angiospermous exogens. The 
relations of the fossils will be discussed in the sequel, together with 
the fauna of the other intertrappean deposits. 

The whole of the mollusca and Crustacea are fresh water forms ; no 
marine species have been detected associated with them, except in the 
beds near Rdjdmahcndri, of which a descrij)tion will be given in the 
next paragraph. The insects and plants, with the exception of CJiara 
a fresh water form, arc of terrestiial origin. The general prevalence of 
the pulmoniferous mollusca Physa and Lymnea appear^ to indicate that the 
water w’as shallow, as these forms live partly at the surface, Cjpus^ too, 
is commonly found in shallow marshes. 

The outcrops of trap near Rijdmahendri are so remote from any 
other exposure of the Deccan volcanic series, being about 210 miles 
distant from the nearest point of the great Deccan area north-west 
of Sironchd, that some doubt would remain as to the identification, despite 
the similarity of mineral character, had not some of the typical fr-esh winter 
fossils of the Deccan intertrappean beds been discovered in the Rdjd- 
mahendri area. The Rdjdmahendri outcrops occur on both banks of the 
Godavari,* and consist of an interrupted narrow band of volcanic rocks 
chiefly earthy dolerite and amygdaloid of the usual character, extending 
altogether for about 35 miles from east- north-east to west-south-west. 
Traps are seen at K4teru on the left bank of the Godavari just north of 
Rcijimahendri itself, and extend rather more than ten miles to the east- 
north-east, resting upon metamorphic rocks whenever lower beds are 

^ Memoirs.f II, 213, (1859); several forms and collections of the fossils were madi bv 
were referred to the terrestrial genus Acha^ Lieutenant Stoddart and Sir W. Elliot, and 
Una, Some similar fossils from a French described by Mr. Hislop, Quirt Jour Geol' 
deposit had been placed in the same genus, but S’erc., XVI, 161, 176,(1860). The infratrappean 
it appears more probable that the Indian shells band was first noticed by Dr: King, Records, 
are of fresh water origin and belong to ilywwM VII, 159, (1874). See also Memoirs, XVI, 
or to some allied type. 324, (1880) ; Quait. Jour, GeoU Soc,, X, 471, 

* The intertrappean beds were discovered (1854,'. 
originally by General Cullen and Dr. Benza, 
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seen. On the right bank the volcanic rocks appear in two areas, divided 
by small alluvial valley ; the larger extends for about ten miles to the 
westward from Pungadi, 7 miles west of R^jamaliendri, and the smaller 
occurs a few miles still farther west. In these outcrops the beds of 
the volcanic series rest upon the Rijmahill locks of the Ellore region In 
both cases the strata overlying the trap are Cuddalore sandstones 
and all the beds alike have a low dip to south or south-east. The w'hole 
thickness of the volcanic series at this locality, as already mentioned, 
nowhere appears to exceed about 200 feet, and in places it is not more 
than 100. 

At the base of the traps, and intervening between the basalt flows and 
the underlying jurassic sandstone, about 50 feet of sandstone, white, 
yellowish, or greenish in colour, are exposed near the village of Diidkur, 12 
miles west of Riljdmahendri. 'I'he upper portion is calcareous, and on the 
lop there is a band, about six inches to two feet thick, of sandy limestone 
abounding in marine fossils, the most abundant of which is a Tut ntella^ 
apparently identical wdth T. di^passa of the cretaceous Ari\ alur group If 
not identical, the two species are very close!) allied. A about 

fifteen Gasteropoda^ and eleven Latnellihf anchiata accompany the Tnrri^ 
telldy but not a single species, except Turricella dispa ssa, has been 
recognised as identical either with the cretaceous beds of southern Indii 
or with the eocene fossils of the nummulitic group. The collections have 
not, however, been sufhciently compared to enable the species to be de- 
termined with certainty. Only one single species, too, Cardifa variabilis, 
has been recognised as occurring also in the overl)ing intertrappean bed. 
Although the w’hole facies is tertiary, there is a remarkable absence of 
characteristic genera,^ and the chief distinction from ihc cretaceous fauna 
of the upper beds in Southern India is simply the want of any marked 
cretaceous form The taiina is distincly marine. 

It is difficult to say whether this bed should be referred to the Lametd 
group or not. The mineral character is similar, but all known LametA 
outcrops are so distant that the identification is somewhat doubttul. 
The distinctions between the fossils of the H 4 gh beds and those ot the 
infratrappeans of Dudkilr and Pungadi appear too great to he altributed 
solely to the existence of a land bairier between the two areas ; it is 
difficult to suppose that the two tormations can be of the same geolo- 
gical age, and the Bdgh beds are probably more ancient than the 
Pungadi infratrappeans. The balance of evidence is rather in favour of 
relerring the latter to cretaceous times than to tertiary, and they may be 
considered of intermediate age, as will be shown to be probably the case with 
the Lametis. 


^ Amongst the genera identified are Rostd- 
latin several forms of Mwicidts, a Volutiliihes 
near the tei tiary V. {orulosa,Natica, Ttt% rttdla. 


Denfaliuniy Cytherea or allied genera (three 
sp.), CfljtiiVa (four sp) Coibis, Vectumulus, 
Cuculltea and Ostrea. 
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Upon the fossiliferous limestone described in the last paragraphs a flow 
of basalt is superposed, varying in thickness from about 30 to about 
foo feet. I'here is an appearance of slight unconformity where the volcanic 
rock rests upon the sedimentary bed, the surface of the latter being slightly 
uneven, as if denuded, and the upper fossiliferous infratrappean zone is 
occasionally wanting. The variation in thickness of the basalt stratum 
may be due to its having been poured out upon an uneven surface, but it 
is not quite clear whether this unevenness w’as due to disturbance of the 
sedimentary beds before the outburst of the traps. That the denudation 
of the underlying formations can have been only partial is shown by the 
fact that they may be traced between three and four miles, the upper 
portion alone being locally absent. 

On the left bank of the Godcivari, near Rdjdmahendri itself, the in- 
fratrappean band has not been observed. The thickness of the lower 
flow of basalt cannot be cl -arly ascertained, but it is not less than 40 
or 50 feet, and is probably moie Above this lower flow on both banks of 
the Godavari there is found a sedimentary barid, twelve to fourteen feet 
thick at K^Leru, where it only extends for about half a mile, and about two 
to fou: feet thick in the Pungadi direction, where it has been traced for 
about ten miles. Fhe intertrappean bed consists of limestone and marl, 
portions of which abound in fossils. Numerous quarries, which have been 
opened near both Pungadi and K^teru, hive afforded good opportunities 
for obtaining fossils, which are dilficult to extract from the argillaceous 
limestone when it is first quarriecl but weather out on exposure. About 
30 or 40 feet above the fossiliferpus limestone of Kriteru, another sedi- 
mentary bed, consisting of yellow calcareous shale, is seen in one place. 
It is very thin, and no fossils have been found in it. 

The most marked feature of this fauna is its distinctly estuarine char- 
acter,^ Tympanotjniis, Pirenella^ Cerithidea and Potamides are all brackish 
water forms. Hydrohia is an estuarine genus, and the fossil called Hemi- 
toma closely resembles a species of Aemsea found living in creeks in the 
deltas of Indian rivers. The shell described as Cerithiujn multiforme ap- 
pears to be a Tympanotonus oxPirenella ; C. leithi has the characteristic form 
and sculpture of a Cerithidea^ and C. stoddardi is, at least, as much allied to 
Potamides Cerithium proper. Some of the shells referred to Cytherea 
agree best with the typical forms of the genus (C. many species 

of which abound in backwaters and at the mouths of rivers, and Mr. Hislnp 
has remarked the similarity hziw^^XiCorbula oldhamidiVid a Brazilian species 
belonging to the estuarine genus Azara, There is a complete absence of 
pelagic shells such as the Cephalopoda, no Echinodermata or corals are 
found, and, above all, four species Physa prinsepii^ Lymnea subulata^ 
Paludina normalis and Corbicula ingens arc characteristically fresh water 

* For a list of the species that have been obtained see Memoiis, XVI, 2J3, (1880). 
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forms; the first three of these are of romparativciy rare occurrence, 
but the Corhiciila is common, and the last named may perhaps have lived 
in brackish water, as its near ally Cyrena does at the present day, whilst 
the purely fresh water shells were washed down by rivers, this view being 
quite in accordance with the theory that the intertrappean beds of 
Rc^j^mahendri were deposited in brackish water, which was supplied 
with fresh water by streams, but was also 111 communication with the 
sea. 

The mollusca, however, cannot be considered as very characteristic of 
age. They were compared by Mr. Hislop with the nummulitic fauna of 
western India, but, as he points out, no forms appear to be identical, and 
although Natica doUum^ Turritclla affinis and an unnamed Centhiiim 
found in the tertiaries of Sind and Cutch resemble N, stoddardi^ T. prw- 
longa and C, stoddardi^ the intertrappean forms are more closely allied to 
the cretaceous N, {Mammilla) carnalica^ l\elicita and Cerithium vagafis 
than to the eocene species mentioned,^ while other forms might easily be 
shown to be affined to those occurring in the cretaceous rocks of Southern 
India. In the case of Turtitella pra^longa and T. clicita the affinity is 
very great. The shell called Vtcarya fnsiformis appears not to be really 
congeneiic with V. vcrnemlli^ the type of the genus,- and the latter has 
now been found to be miocene, not eocene. On the whole, it may be safely 
asserted that no tertiary alliances of any value have b( en detected amongst 
the intertrappean RAjdmahendri fossils, and that their relations arc rathcT 
with the upper cretaceous rocks of Southern India, although the connection 
is not strong. 

In the islands of Bombay and Salsette, and probably farther north on 
the same line of coast, the traps have an inclination of from 5® to 10° 
to the westward. The islands are separated from each other and from the 
mainland to the north by tidal creeks and alluvial flats, whilst the expanse 
of water forming Bombay harbour lies between them and the mainland to 
the eastw'ard In the islands of the harbour, and on the hills between 
U'hAna and Kalyan north of the harbbiir, the same westwardly dip is dis- 
played, but further to the eastward, from Kaly4n to the Sahy^dri range, 
the traps are horizontal. 

About 2,000 feet of horizontal beds are expos"‘d on the flanks of 
Mdtherdn hill, and a still greater thickness farther to the east in the hills 
near the Bhor GhAt and close to the Great Indian F^eninsula Railway line 
between Bombay and Poona, but it is impossible to say how far the lowest 
strata, exposed at the base of the hills, are above the bottom of the series, 
as no lower beds than the traps art seen. Owing to the numerous breaks in 

• When Mr. His'op wrote, the South Indian I * Thi>» was pointed out by Mr. H. M. Jenkins, 
cretaceous fossils had not been disc. ibed. • Qu*irt.Jour. GeU. Soc.^ XX 58 J(i86^). 
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the section, H ih diiricult, without clossr measurements than have hitherto 
been made, to estimate the precise thickness of the ro( ks dipping to the 
westward near Bombay, but taking the average dip at 5°, the whole thick, 
ness would be nearly 7,000 feet. 1 his is a minimum estimate, as the 
average dip is probably higher and the thickness consequently greater. 
From 1,200 to 1,500 feet ol rock are exposed in Bombay i->land, so that it 
is evident that the lowest beds seen on the inland are higher in the series 
thin the highest flows seen 011 the Sah\ 4 dri mountains to the eastward, 
althougli some of the higher portions of the range are 4,000 feet above 
the sea. 

The intertrappeans of Bombay are entirely confined, so far as is known, 
to these higher beds, no sedimentary rocks having hitherto been found 
amongst the middle portions of the Deccan trap series and it is manifest 
that the Bombay fresh water beds belong to a very dilferent horizon from 
that to which the intertrapp mus ot Nagpur and the Narbada valley must 
be assigned. The most important bed is that which underlies the basalt 
of Malabar hill and Worlee hill, forming the broken ridge along the 
western or sea face of the islind; this stratum is consequently imme- 
diately beneath the highest lava flow known to occur anywhere through- 
out the trap area, for the rocks, as already stated, dip to the west, and no 
beds higher than those of Bombay have been discovered. It must, howevt r, 
not be forgotten that the coast north and south of Bombay has not hitherto 
been examined with sufficient care to make it quite certain that no higher 
beds occ ur. 

This intertrappean bed on the east side of Malabar hill is more than one 
hundred feet thkk in places, and consists principally of soft grey, gre) ish 
blue, brown, and brownish yellow earthy shales, with occasional harder 
br.nds, some of which are black and caibonace^us. The greater portion 
of the bed is evidently formed of volcanic detritus, whetlier lapilli washed 
down by water, or sand produced by the disintegration of lava flows^ 
it is difficult to say, very ^ssibly both may have contributed to the 
formation of the rock. At the top of the deposit the shale occasionally 
becomes hardened and siliciou'*, as if by the action of the overlying 
basalt. The black carbonaceous shale is locally highly bituminous and 
sometimes contains small layers of a coaly substance and fragments of 
mineral resin. Impressions of vegetables abound, although they are I ut 
seldom well preserved, and remains of animals are common, the best known 
being skeletons of small frogs and carapaces of Cypndes. 

Besides this thick sedimentary band, several thinner beds have been 
found at lower horizons amongst the lava flows and ash beds of Bombay 
island. They are, however, very thin and, except one which is seen in 
the quarries of Now^roji hill south of Mazagaon, they are difficult to detect , 
indeed, the circumstance of their occurrence has only become know'ii through 
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the careful scrutiny of local geologists, who, living in the town, could take 
advantage of any excavations for buildings, tanks, roads, etc., to examine 
the strata exposed. According to Dr. Buist there are five or six sediment- 
ary beds below the thick band of Malabar hill, but fossils have only been 
found in that exposed at Nowroji hill, where occur. All these 

bands consist of shaly beds.^ 

The fossils found at Bombay are tolerably numerous, but hitherto only 
the Vertebrata appear to hive received more than a superficial notice. I’he 
remains of a fresh water tortoise, Hyaras/)is lei ^ hi (I'estudo leithi^ Cartef) 
belonging to the Evtydidm^ and of a li c,g, Rana pusdla,^ considered by 
Dr. Stoliczka an Oxyglossus^'' have been found, the latter in abundance, 
while some bones of a larger frog have been obtained The Archropoda are 
represented by three species of Cypris^ one of which, C [cylindrica]^ is also 
found in the intertrappean deposits of the Deccan ; another species has 
been c.illed C. semimargi nata by Dr. Carter, the third is unnamed. C. semi^ 
marginata is the most generally diffused, but the other forms also occur in 
great numbers. Only fragments of insects have been found. Mollusca 
are rare, and the few specimens hitherto procured have been in poor con- 
dition, they have been rcfcircd to Melania diwA Pupa^ but with some doubt, 
and none of the characteristic Deccan forms have been detected. The 
plant remains comprise stems, leaves, seeds, and perhaps roots, but very 
little has been determined, except that endogens and angiospermous exo- 
gens are represented. 

The life represented by the species named is clearly that of a shallow 
marsh. The frogs occur in large numbers, and their bodies have evidently 
been deposited near the spot where they died, as the whole skeleton 
is found perfect. In some cases, as was noticed by Dr. Stoliczka, the 
skeDton has been dragged along the surface of the shale in which it is 
imbedded, and he suggests with great pn)bability that this was clone by 
w’ind. The tortoise is a marsh or river form, the nearest living ally, accord- 
ing to Dr. Gray,* being a genus found in fresh water in South America. 


After the description of the various sedimentary formations intercalated 


* For fuller description of these beds see Carter, 
your, Bo.,Br, Roy. As.Soc^U, 161, (1853), and 
Geological Papers on Western India, p. 128, 
Iluist, Trans. Bo.Geogr. Soc ^ X, >95* (*®S2)} 
Wynne, Memoirs, V, 193,(1866); VI, 385. (i86y). 
It must not be forgotten that Dr. Carter*^ views 
as to the relations of the sedimentary beds 
differ essentially from those stated in text, 
with which all other observers agr<»e. 

*Owen, Quart. Jour, Ceol. Sec., Ill, 224, 

(>847). .. . 

• Memoirs, VI. 387, (1867). Dr. Stoliczka 


shows that the form agrees well with Oxyglos- 
sus and with no other known existing genus. 
At the same time, as some of the principal 
characters by which geneia of frogs are dis- 
tinguished are not preierved in the skeleton, 
the Bombay frog may have differed greatly 
from recert Oxyglossi. From the species of 
true Rana it is distinguished by the want of 
vomerine tieth, the large head, and short 
hinder limbs* 

* Ann. Mag, Nat. Hist , 4th scries, VIII, 339, 
(1871). 
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with the traps or underlying them, the next point for consideration is the 
mode of origin of the trap rock^ themselves. Their volcanic character is 
sufficiently proved by their composition. Precisely similar rocks occur 
amongst the la\as poured out from recent volcanoes, whilst nothing of the 
same kind has ever been known to be deposited from water. But the first 
difficulty which arises and it is one of very great importance, is to account 
for the persistent horizontality of the beds. I'wo observers certainly, 
Jacquemont* and Adolph Schlagintweit,* have considered that the traps are 
unstratified, but after the evidence already mentioned as to the differences 
in mineral character between successive bands, the frequent occurrence of 
vesicular structure on the upper surface of flows, the presence in abundance 
of beds of volcanic ash, and the repeated interstratification in the sa:nc 
localities of sedimentary layers, it is unnecessary to refute this view. A 
much more common opinion, and one which has been supported by numer- 
ous excellent geologists, from Newbold downwards, is that the Deccan 
traps are of subaqueous origin, and it is necessary to show why this opinion 
is untenable. 

In all cases of subaqueous eruptions the ejected masses consist of 
substances very similar to the lava, ashes, scoriae and lapilli of ordinary 
subaerial volcanic outbursts, but these materials being thrown out into the 
water are reduced by the sudden cooling to the condition of a fine 
powder, which is dispersed and deposited in layers in the same manner 
as ordinary detritus, so as to form what are known as stratified tuffs. 
With these tuffs ordinary marine deposits are necessarily intercalated, 
and both these and the tuffs are usually fossiliferous, the very destruction 
of life in the waters of the sea, caused by the heat and gases whica are 
evolved during eruptions, encouraging the preservation of those portions 
of the organism \vhich are not liable to dcslruciion from the temperatun* 
of boiling water or the process of decomposition. Now, the volcanic 
ashes, already described as occurring in great abundance amongst the 
higher beds of the Deccan traps, are not, as a rule, stratified in the 
manner in which beds deposited from water would be. Although they 
occur in strata, intercalated with basaltic lava flows, these ash beds them- 
selves have no internal lamination, except in a few rare instances in 
which they are chiefly composed of bole, and may have been formed in the 
small pools of fresh water so common in volcanic areas. Above all, not a 
trace of a marine organism has ever been found in any ash bed, or in any 
rock intercalated with the traps, except in the intertrappean and infratrap- 
pean formations of Rajimahendri, where the lava has evidently been 

Voyage dans rinde,’* 4®, Paris, 1841, III, engaged in the Magnetic Survey of Indi?,” 
504, etc* No I, p. 6.^Reisen tn Indien wnd Hocbasien 

* “ Report of the Proceedings of the OAicors Vol. I, p. 141, (1869). 
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poured out on the coast It may be thought that the prevalt-nce of 
volcanic conditions would destroy all life in the sea, and thus the absence 
of marine fossils in the traps may be explained, but even if this view were 
conceded, and it is entirely opposed to all that is known of recent 
submarine volcanic action, there must have been a great destruction ol 
life at the commencement of the volcanic epoch, and some traces of the 
animals destroyed should have been preserved. 

The evidence afforded by the characters of the traps and the absence cf 
marine fossils is, therefore, opposed to the hypothesis of a submarine 
origin, and the relations of the lowest lava flows to the underlying ro< ks 
are strongly antagonistic to the idea that the volcanic outbursts were 
subaqueous. 1 he surface of the older rocks upon which the traps rest is 
in many parts extremely uneven, the basalt filling great valleys, some- 
times as much as 1,000 feet in depth, whose form shows that they were 
excavated by subaerial erosion. Admirable examples are seen between 
Bhopal and Hoshangdbdd, where the Deccan traps rest upon an extremely 
uneven surface of Vindhyan rocks.^ It is true that this uneven surface 
might have been formed above the sea and then depressed beneath the 
water, but in that case we should expect to find aqueous deposits of con- 
siderable thickness at the base of the volcanic rocks, as periods of depres- 
sion are always favourable for the accumulation of sediment. It is pre- 
cisely in this uneven ground that no deposits whatever are found at the 
base of the traps and the general absence of any infratrappean deposit 
has been noticed in the south Mardlhi country, where also the surlace 
upon which the traps rest is very irregular. 

Where the underlying formation consists of the cretaceous Bdgh beds, 
these are, as a rule, apparently conformable to the volcanic series, and it 
might be thought that in this tract of country the traps were submarine. 
Hut every here and there a spot is found where the cretaceous rocks arc 
wanting, and where the level of the infratrappean surface show^s that 
their absence is due to denudation.® In some cases where the B^gh beds 
are not more than 30 or 40 feet thick, the denudation which has removed 
them has only extended over a small area, and has scarcely affected the 
harder rocks beneath, and from the small area, often only a few^ yards wide) 
over which the cretaceous rocks have been removed, it is evident that 
the denuding agent was subaerial erosion. It has also been ascertained 
that the B 4 gh beds had been locally disturbed to a small extent, besides 
having suffered from denudation, before the commencement of the 
volcanic outbursts. 

Lastly, the circumstance that, with the single exception of the estuarine 
intertrappean band of Rijimahendri, every fossiliferous sedimentary bed 

l ^ Mentoirs, VI, 212, 3<50i 3*3» etc., (1867). 

U 


* Memoirs, VI, 240, 24?, etc., (1867). 
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intercalated with the Deccan traps is unmistakably of fresh water origin 
is a conclusive proof that all those lava flows which are associated with 
such sedimentary beds are not submarine. We have thus not only a 
complete absence of all proof of submarine origin,^ but clear and 
unmistakable evidence that the traps were in great part of subaerial 
formation. 

Another favourite idea with many writers, and especially with Mr. Hislop 
and Dr Ca iter, has been that the lover traps were poured out in a \ast, but 
shallow, flesh water lake extending throughout the area over vhich the 
* intertrappean limestone formation * extends.* This hypothesis involves 
the existence of a lake of enormous size, several hundreds of miles in length 
and breadth, but shallow throughout. It appears more probable that the 
lakes in which the Lametd group and the intertrappean beds were de- 
posited were of moderate size, and that they were formed by unequal 
elevation of different parts of the area, prior to the volcanic outbursts, or 
by the obstruction pf the drainage of the country by lava flow^s. The 
Like or lakes in uhichthe Lameti beds were formed may have been more 
extensive, but it has already been shown that single sedimentary bands 
intercalated in the traps, can rarely be traced for more than three or four 
miles, ‘and the character of the fauna, in the intertrappean foimation^, 
both of Central India and of Bombay, is in favour of the animals of whuh 
the remains are found having inhabited shallow marshes rather than deep 
lal:es, 

* It may appear to many geolopfists that an and brokf^n up by a great sheet of intrusuvc 
uiinecesbaiy amount of space and argument ba&i! injected beneath it 

has been devoted to proving a very clear pro- The geo!o^i9ib named would doubt’ ss have 
poMtion, vtj that the Deccan traps are modified their views had they been rcquainted 
subaerial. The reason for giving the arguments with all the facts now ascertained with regard 
at length is that a different view has been to the Ceccan traps and the associ ited sedi- 
expressed by man^ geologists. A reference mentary beds The conception of a great 
to the Quari 'four. Geol, Soc., XXX, 225, sheet of intrusive basalt so injected between 
(i?74), will show that the arguments used by two formations that it always overlies the 
Professor Judd to prove the subaerial origin of one and underlies the other, over an area of 
the volcanic rocks in the west of Scotland and thousands of squaie miles, is quite untenable, 
north of Ireland, are precisely the same in ^t is a physical impossibility that an immense 
many cases as those mentioned above. Ihese d)ke should be injected horizontally for him- 
views had been urged in the case of the Indian of miles instead of breaking through to 

rocks (^J€mo^rs VI, 145) some }eais before the the surface. Moreover, the fact that successive 
publication of Pi ofessor Judd’s papers. mentary beds, as in the case at Mekalgandi 

* By both the writers named the intertrappean Gl*^t, mentioned on page 267, are often of 
beds of Bombay were supposed to be irfen- different mineral compos tion, and the very fre- 
tical with those of Central India, and both quent instances in which the upper surLice of a 
were under the impression that there was but **edimentary band is altered, whilst the lower 
a solitary fresh water bed which was deposit- unchanged, prove that both lava flows and 
ed before any volcanic outbursts took place, sedimentary intertrappean beds were regu- 
tvhich was then covered up by Uva flows, and successively formed, one abavc the 

finally separated from the underlying rocks other, as they now occur. 
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We are thus thrown back upon our original difficulty, tlie horizoutality 
of the Deccan traps. It has been shown that this is not due to a sub- 
aqueous origin, whether marine or fresh water. At the same time the 
phenomenon cannot be said to have been thoroughly explained, because 
no such formation is known to be in process of accumulation at the 
present day. Many such mass.'s of Iiorizontal stratified traps are, how- 
ever, found in various parts of the world, and though it is impossible, 
for want of recent examples, to demonstrate the circumstances which cause 
their formation in place of volcanic cones, there is abundant evidence that 
such traps were a common form of volcanic accumulation in past times, 
and that shnilar stratified lava flow's were not confined to any particular 
epoch, although several instances arc known of about the same geological 
age as that attributed to the Deccan outbursts. 

Assuming, therefore, as we arc justified in doing, that the horizontal 
dolerites of western and central India precisely resemble modern lavas 
in everything except their horizontality and the extent of area which they 
have covered, it remains to be seen what evidence there is of the sources 
from which this enormous accumulation of molten materials was poured 
out. The original cones and craters, if any ever existed, must have been 
the first portion of the volcanic area to suffer from* denudation, and it is 
easy to conceive that subaerial erosion, from eocene times to the present, 
w'ould have more than sufficed to remove every trace of the loose material 
of which volcanoes are chiefly composed. Still, it is surprising that the 
inclined beds forming the slopes of a volcanic cone should, in noainglecase 
which has been recognised, have been preserved by being encased in 
subsequent outbursts of harder materials. Possibly the tendency of great 
lava streams to sweep away all loose volcanic materials may suffice, in 
those cases in w'hich large quantities of lava arc poured out, to prevent 
volcanic cones from forming. 

When, however, w'e look for other evidence of the neighbourhood of 
igneous outbursts, we find dykes and iriegular intrusions abundant in 
some localities, rare or absent in others, whilst the presence of volcanic 
ash throughout a large portion of the trap area has already been noticed. 
The ash beds, especially when, as usually happens, they form a coarse 
volcanic breccia, containing blocks several inches in diameter, cannot 
have accumulated far from volcanic vents, although they may have been 
transported to a much greater distance floating on the surface of molten 
lava than they could have been ejected from the volcano, 

A much closer examination of the Deccan area than has hitherto been 
practicable will be requisite before the distribution of dykes and ash beds 
can be considered as even approximately known. So far as the country 
has hitherto been examined, both appear to prevail much more largely in 
the region near the coast, from Mahdbaleshwar to the neighbourhood of 
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Baroda, than in other parts of the trap area. It is, of course, very often 
difficult to recognise dykes amongst rocks of precisely similar mineral 
character, much closer search being needed than is requisite in order to 
detect volcanic intrusions amongst sedimentary formations. It is only 
where dykes are large and numerous that attention ib likely to be directed 
to them. 

There is one tract of country in which dykes are peculiarly large and 
abundant. This is in the R^jpipla hills, north-west of Surat. In this 
country, over a considerable area, very large, parallel, or nearly parallel, 
basalt dykes are found, sometimes not more than tw'O or three hundred yaids 
apart, the general direction being east by north to west by south. The 
traps are much disturbed, and frequently dip at considerable angles. 

To the southward of the T 4 pti, along the line of the Sahyadri, and its 
neighbourhood, in western Klnlndesh, the northern Konkaii, and the 
intervening small native states, a tract whose geology is unknown, 
it is probable that dykes may continue numerous for a considerable 
distance, as their number and size in the Konkan, north-east of Bombay, 
are especially noticed by Mr. G. T. Claik,^ but intrusions aie far fiom 
abundant in the lava flows exposed in the higher country east of the Gh^its 
At the same time the frequent occurrence of ash beds in the higher 
traps around Poona and Mahdbaleshwar sufficiently attests the neighbour- 
hood of the old volcanic vents.* 

North of the R^jpipla bills and of the river Narbadd, and WTst of 
Baroda, trap dykes are not so common as in the Rdjpipla hills, but in- 
trusive masses occur. One of 'these, foiming Matapenai or Karali hill, 
about 14 miles south-west of Chbota Udaipur, is a mass of grey trachyte 
or fcrachy-dolerite, containing enormous masses of granite, ev iently 
derived from the metamorphic rocks through which the mass, when 
molten, passed on its way to the surface. The silicious character of the 
intrusion in this, and some other cases, is perhaps due to the fusion of 
quartzose metamorphic rock in the basic dolerite. Another trach^tic core 
was noticed near the village of Padwani, 18 miles east of Broach, The 
occurrence of fragments derived from the metamorphic rocks in intrusive 
dykes is by no means an uncommon occurrence. 

It is only natural that far better evidence of volcanic foci is to be 

* Quar^ your. Geol. Sac. XXV, 164, (1869). homogeneity of the accumulations in the 
’ Mr. Clark has described what he regards as neighbourhood of the foci, as compared with 
a series of vents along the course of the Barwi the more evenly bedded traps and ashes at a 
river above Kalydn. They are said to be crater- distance ; liecords, XIII, 69, (1880). The only 
like hillocks, in whose neighbourhood the traps reason for doubting those conclusions is the 
lie in small streamlets, crossing and overlap- peculiar form assigned the hillecks; as a 
ping one another. These supposed vents lie rule, the material filling the neck ol an old 
along the region where the traps have under- vor^ano is harder than the surrounding stuff, 
gone a maximum of denudation, believed by and would not form a hollow surrounded by 
Mr. Clark to be due to the less degree of a ridge, but stand out as a solid mass. 
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found outside the trap area, or in the inlierS of older sedimentary rocks, 
than amongst the lava flows themselves, and it may therefore be useful 
to point out very briefly the distribution of such intrusive masses so far 
as the country is known. Commencing to the north-west, no trap dykes 
have been found in Sind, where, however, the deposits of older date than 
eocene cover an exceedingly small area. In Cutch intrusive masses of 
basalt and dykes of large size abound throughout the Jurassic rocks, and 
some of the former rise into hills of considerable size.^ In Kdthidw^r the 
Giriitir hill is said to be formed of the dioritic core of an ancient volcano, 
and intrusions are abundant throughout this district. Throughout the 
northern edge of the trap country in Rdjputdna, Gwalior, and Bundclkhand, 
dykes are rare or wanting, but they abound in some of the areas of older 
rocks expo-ied in the Narbadd valley, and they are especially common in 
the Gondudna tract, south of the river, in the neighbourhood of the 
Mah^ leva hills. Farther to the eastward they are less numerous, but some 
occur throughout the upper Son valley, and they gradually die out in 
Sarguja and Pahimau, only 200 miles west of the giound in which the older 
lava flows of R^jmah^l age are seen, and within less than 100 miles of 
the Gondwana basins in the upper lUmodar valley, which are traversed by 
basalt dykes, probably of the same age as the Rdjmahtll traps. Passing 
southwards from Jabalpur and Mandld however, there is a total absence of 
volcanic intrusions amongst the Vindhyan and Gondwana formations of 
Ndgpurand Ch^ndd, and none have as yet been noticed in the neighbour- 
hood of the Pidnlnta and Goddvari between Ch^ndd and R^jcimahendri. 
The country south of the Goddvari and north-west of Haider^bid is 
still imperfectly known, but in the south Mardthi country, and the 
Konkan near Vengurla, the few dykes which have been observed travers- 
ing the unmetamorplioscd azoic strata are but doubtfully connected 
v.'ith the Deccan traps. Ashes, moreover, are much less abundant in this 
region, amongst the Deccan flows, than they are further north. 

We have thus abundance of evidence of the former existence of 
volcanic foci in Cutch, the Rdjpipla hills, and the lower Narbada valley, 
and probably in the neighbourhood of the Sahyidri range east and north- 
north-east of Bombay, whilst there is every probability that vents ex- 
tended to the eastward as far as south Rew^ and Sarguja, but there 
IS no evidence of any having existed in the Nagpur country or to the 
south-east. Yet, as the traps are found represented at Rdj^mahendri, it 
appears probable that they once extended over all the Godavari valley, 
tliough it is quite possible that the Rdjtlmahendri outlier may have been 
originally isolajj^d and derived from a centre which has not been dis- 
covered. 

* One of these, called Denodhar, was de- numerous geological works. The hill is very 
scribed originally as a volcano, GeoU Trans , 2nd probably the basaltic core of a pre*nummulitic 
series, V, 315, (1840) and the statement that volcano. Its crater iform appearance is due to 
it IS an extinct crater has been repeated in denudation. 
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It however, very clear that the lava flows must have extended to an 
enormous distance from the vents through which the molten material was 
poured out. Trap dykes are rarely solitary ; they are generally abundant 
in the neighbourhood of volcanic foci, and the country in the neighbourhood 
of Ndgpur'and Chdndd has been examined so closely that the improbability 
of any intrusions of igneous rock having been overlooked is much greater 
than in most parts of the country. It is known that the comparatively 
moderate outbursts from existing volcanoes flow to great distances from 
their source, w'hile the occurrence of the Deccan traps in immense horizontal 
sheets of but slight thickness, but of great horizontal extension, shows that 
they must have been extremely fluid when poured out, and it i*^ dilhcult 
to form an accurate idea of the distances to which they may have flowed 
before consolidating. Further observations are necessary before all the 
sources of the great volcanic series of Western India can be said to have 
been even approximately determined.* 


The question of the geological age to be assigned to the Dcccan vol- 
canic outbursts has been left to the last, because it was desirable to 
precede it by a full statement of all the facts upon whidi a conclusion may 
be founded. The evidence to be recapitulated is twofold, that founded ou 
the affinities of the fossils found in the various intertrappean rocks, and 
that derived from the relations of the stratified traps to beds above and 
below them. It is, of course, clear that the traps rest upon cretaceous 
beds and are overlaid by numrnultitics, and the only question is whether 
the lava flows are cretaceous or eocene^. 

The most important clue to the correlation of the volcanic rocks wdth 
the known series of fossiliferous deposits might be expected to be obtained 
from the marine beds associated with the volcanic formations at Raja- 
mahendri. This, however, as has been already shown in the desciiption of 
the sedimentary beds, proves of little service. So far as is hitherto 
known, the relations of both the infratrappean and intertrappean faunas 
are with the cretaceous rather than w^ith the tertiary beds, but the points 
of connection, in the latter case especially, are quite insufficient to decide 
the affinity of the formations. 

Turning to the fresh water fauna of the intertrappean beds, the question 
arises, as in the case of the Gondwdnas, of the amount of dependence to be 
placed upon terrestrial animals and plants as a guide to geological age. In 
tlie case of the Gondwdna formatibns it has been sH^^vn that forms 


* Sir A. Geikie (.Nature^ 4th Nov, i88o) has 
5ugges(ed that the Deccan traps, like the great 
lava flows of the Pacific slopes of North Ame- 
rica weie poured.out from fissures, and not from 


volcanic cones. This would, to a great extent, 
ac-iount for the horizontality of the traps, but 
the ash beds must have been thrown out from 
vents, round which cones would accumulate. 



AGE OF THE TRAPS. 


281 


Chap. XI.] 

characteristic of particular epochs in Europe occur, in a very different posi- 
tion, in the geological sequence in India, and it is, therefore, necessary to be 
cautious in accepting conclusions founded upon slight evidence. There is a 
very marked similarity between some of the fresh water mollusca of the 
Deccan intertrappeans and species found in some beds of plastic clay age 
(lower eocene) occurring at Rilly-la-Montaigne in northern France,^ one 
species, Physa giganteUy from the latter locality being considered by some 
palaeontologists identical w'ith the Indian P, prinsepii. This identifi- 
cation is, however, to say the least, extremely doubtful, and the fauna of 
the Rilly beds appears more recent than that of the Deccan intertrappeans. 
Other resemblances between the plants and fish of the intertrappean beds 
and those of the London clay have also been indicated, and a Physa^ said 
to be allied to P. prtnsepii^ has been found in the nummulitic rocks of the 
Himdlaj'as, but even the generic identification in the latter case is far 
from certain. 2 

This evidence only suffices at the most to show an approximation 
between the age of the Deccan trap and the lower eocene, and is quite 
insufficient to prove whether the former should be classed as upper- 
most secondary or lowest tertiary. But the closest relationship of the 
intertrappean fauna is with that of the Laramie group in North Ame- 
rica. According to Dr. Ncumayr® the following species are very closely 
allied, if not identical : — 


Intertrappean. 

Physa pyinsepii . 

,, „ var. elon(jata 

Acella attenuaia . . 

Paludina viropai • 

Unto carteri . . 

Cotbicula ingens . 


Laramie. 

t P. Copet, 

. P. dis/uncfa, 

• A. haUemani, 

• Hy dr obi a anthonyi, 
U- (jonwnotus. 

N. gonioumbunatus, 

• C, cleburni. 


The Laramie group is regarded as intermediate in age between the 
cretaceous and eocene — an age which would harmonise the conflicting 
alliances of the fauna of the inter and infra trappean beds near Rdjl- 
mahendri. 

The relations between the traps and the underlying cretaceous beds of 
the lower Narbadil valley have been already described. There is a general, 
though slight unconformity, due to subaerial denudation of the underlying 
beds. In a very few localities the latter appear to have been disturbed 


' Mem. Soc. Ceol. de France, 2iid series, 
III, 265, (1848). TTTe ^genera found at Rilly-la- 
Montaigne are Cyclas , Ancylus^ Vitrinay Helix, 
Pupa, Clausilia, Megaspira, Bulimus, Achatina, 
Auricula, Cyclostoma, Paludina, Physa, 
Vahata. The majority of these genera are 


terrestrial forms. 

* D’Archiac and Haime, Description des 
animaux Fossiles. du groupe nummulitique de 
I’Inde, Paris, 1853, p. 277. 

“ Neu. Jahrb, Min. Geol , 1884, Bd. I, p. 74 ; 
Records, XVII, 87, (188 ). 
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before ibe formation of the lowest traps. Between the highest volcanic 
beds and the nummulitic rocks of Surat and Broach the break appears to 
be much gi eater ; not only do the tertiary rocks rest upon a largely denuded 
surface of the traps, but they are in a great measure composed of materials 
derived from the disintegration of the lava flows, the lowest tertiary beds 
being frequently coarse conglomerates of rolled basalt fragments, whilst 
beds, hundreds of feet in thickness, are chiefly composed of agates 
derived from the traps. This, however, although it proves that great 
denudation of the volcanic rocks look place during the deposition of 
the nummulitic formations, does not necessarily imply a great break and 
an interval of disturbance prior to the commencement of the tertiary epoch, 
because the traps, being of subaerial origin, nere, unlike most sedimentary 
rocks, subject to erosion from the period of their formation. In this case, 
however, the unconformity is distinctly maiked, and appears to show a 
great break in the sequence. 1 he lowest tertiary beds near Surat contain 
fossils which appear to be a mixture of middle and lower eocene forms 
(Kirthar and R^nikot). 

Farther to the westward, in Cutch, the rocks at the base of the tertiary 
group resting upon the trap are locally conformable, and they have even 
been considered ^ to be partially volcanic, but, as will be shown in the next 
chapter, there can be no doubt that a break, marked by unconformity, 
exists between the two series. It appears most probable, too, that the 
lowest tertiary beds are really composed of detritus derived from the 
volcanic locks, as all appear to of sedimentary origin, and no instance 
has been noticed of intercalation with the lava flows. The great difficulty 
of distinguishing between volcanic ash and the detritus of igneous rocks 
w'hen mixed with ordinary sediments, especially where the rocks are much 
decomposed, as in Cutch, is too well knowm to require comment. The 
beds immediately resting upon the traps are of older date than the num- 
mulitic limestone. The trap rests uncOnformably on neocomian and 
jurassic beds. 

In Sind the very thin representatives of the Deccan traps may, of course, 
only represent a small portion of the period during which the volcanic 
rocks were in process of accumulation further to the eastward. One band 
rests conformably upon beds wdiich, according to the most recent palaeon- 
tological investigations, are intermediate in age betw'een the cretaceous 
and low'er eocene, whilst a second bed of trap is found about 700 feet 
lower, interstratified with sandstones. 

It will be seen, therefore, that whilst it is clear that the Deccan traps 
w'ere poured out in the interval between middle cretacedlis and middle 
eocene, the evidence tends to show that the lowest volcanic outbursts 
wrere at the oldest of uppermost cretaceous age. That an immense period 

^ Wynne, AfenwirSt IX, 66, (1872). 
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of time was occupied by the accumulation of the successive volcanic out- 
bursts is manifest ; long intervals must have elapsed between successive 
flows in all those cases in which fossiliferous sedimentary beds are inter- 
calated, for these intervals were sufficient to enable lakes to be formed 
and stocked \\ith life, and in other cases for rivers to cut beds in the lava 
flow s, and to fill up those beds with gravel and sand. 


Recapitulating the whole evidence, so far as it Is presented to us by 
the observations hitherto made, we find that in times subsequent to 
middle cretaceous, a great area of the Indian Peninsula formed part of a 
land surface, very uneven and broken in parts, but to the eastward 
apparently chiefly composed of extensive plains, which, by some slight 
changes of level preceding the \olcanic period, were converted into lakes. 
There is much probability that springs charged with silica were common 
either at this epoch or shortly after. The lakes had apparently been 
drained, and the deposits, which had accumulated in them, had locally 
been subject to denudation before the first outbursts of lava took place. 
1 hese occurred at considerable intervals, small and very shallow^ lakes or 
marshes being formed in the meantime by the interruptions to the drain- 
age produced by lava flows, or by changes of level accompanying the volca- 
nic eruptions. In these lakes a rich fauna of fish, mollusca, entomostra- 
cous Crustacea and water plants existed, whilst a varied and probably a 
rich vegetation occupied the surrounding country. Ihere is evidence of 
the existence of insects and of reptiles, whether terrestrial or aquatic has 
not been determined, but hitherto no remains of mammals or birds have 
been found — a circumstance which by no means proves that they did not 
exist. Fresh flows of lava filled up the first lakes, and covered over the 
sedimentary deposits which had accumulated in the waters, but these 
very flows, by damming up other lines of drainage, produced fresh lakes, 
so that several alterations of lava and sedimentary beds were produced in 
places. Gradually the lakes seem to have disappeared, whether the Java 
flow's succeeded each other so rapidly that there was no time' for the 
accumulation of sediment in the interval, or whether, as is more probable, 
the surface had been converted into a uniform plain of basalt by the 
enormpus lava streams which had been poured out it is difficult to say, 
but no farther traces of life have hitherto been found until towards the 
close of the volcanic epoch. It is possible that at the end, as at the com- 
mencement, of the period, the intervals betw'een eruptions became longer, 
and the animal and vegetable life, which may have been seriously dimi- 
nished or altogether driven out ot the country during the rule of igneous 
conditions, resumed its old position, but a great change had taken place in 
the long interval, the old lacustrine fauna had died out, and the animals 
and plants which now’ appeared in the country seem to have differed from 
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those which had formerly occupied it. Lastly, in the north-western por- 
tion of the area, parts of the volcanic country were depressed beneath 
the sea, and marine tertiary deposits began to be formed from the 
detritus of the extinct volcanoes and their products. A great tract of the 
volcanic region, however, appears to have remained almost undisturbed 
to the present day, affected by subaerial erosion alone and never de- 
pressed beneath the sea level though probably for a time at a lower 
elevation than at present. 



CHAPTER XIL 


CRETACEOUS ROCKS OF THE EXTRA-PENINSULAR AREA. 

Absence of break between the cretaceous and tertiary — Isolated exposures of lower cretaceous 

beds — Cretaceous rocks of Sind and neighbouring areas— SuUim^n range— Afghanistan-^ 

Hiiiidlayas— Assam— Burma— Doubtfully cretaceous beds of Tenasserim. 

We have already seen that the gnat distinction between the palaeozoic 
and mesozoic of Europe does not hold good in India, and that the inter- 
val is bridged by rock S) stems which include beds both of older meso- 
zoic and new'er palaeozoic age. In the last chapter we saw^ that the 
interval between mesozoic and cainozoic is similarly bridged, in the 
Indian Peninsula, by tlie Deccan traps, and we will now find that m extra- 
peninsular India, in Sind and BaluchistJn on the west, as in Assam on the 
east, it is similarly impossible to separate the secondary and tertiary 
eras, on any but purely pakeontological grounds, as they are connected by 
a continuous series of deposits ranging from cretaceous to tertiary, whiclb 
in the intervening country, is not only carried through the tertiary epoch, 
but is extended into recent times. 

It is not meant by this that there is on any one section a complete and 
conformable sequence extending from cretaceous to recent. The sections 
indeed arc all imperfect, and unconformable breaks are found in all, but the 
unconformity of one section is bridged by a continuous series of deposits on 
another, and there is no widespread, universal break which would give a 
natural line of demarcation for the separation of the recks below from 
those above them. In many ways it would, consequently, be more natural 
to group the cretaceous and tertiary beds together for descriptive pur- 
poses, but this would necessitate a system of description that would 
obscure some important relations between the tertiary and especially the 
upper tertiary beds of widely separated areas, and it will be best to take 
advantage of the recognised division between tertiary and secondary, and 
confine our attention for the present to the cretaceous rocks. 

Before proceeding to the description of the more important and com- 
plete exposures it will be well to notice some isolated occurrences of lower 
cretaceous beds. 

In Cutch the re is a thin bed of ferruginous oolitic rock which occurs at 
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the base of the Deccan traps forming Ukra the hill, seven miles south-east 
of Lakhpat in north-western Cutch, and rests upon beds of the Umia group. 
The outcrop is very ill seen, and nothing has been definitely ascertained as 
to the degree of conformity between the cretaceous bed and the underlying 
formation, but there appears to be no maiked contrast between them.^ 

The following three Cephalopoda have been obtained from this locality, 
Ammonites mar tmit A. deshayesi^ Crioceras australe. The two former 
of these occur in the lower greensand (Neocomian) of Europe, and are most 
characteristic of the upper portion ; the third has been found in cretaceous 
beds of Australia, whose exact horizon is not known. 

In the Chichdli pass, in the trans-Indus continuation of the Salt range, 
the ju:assic beds are conformably overlaid by a band of tough black sandy 
clay, full of Belemni teSy Ammonites^ etc., among which Dr. Waagcn recog- 
nised the lower neocomian form Perisphinctes asterianus^ 

This fossiliferous band is overlaid by a band of soft yellowish unfos- 
siliferous sandstones which increases in thickness to the west. This was 
at first regarded as cretaceous, but it is said to contain pebbles of alveo- 
lina limestone in the westerly exposures.® 

In the Sirban mountain near Abbottdbdd, the jurassic sandstones are 
capped by a bed, lo to '’o feet thick, of a similar, but much harder, 
sandstone, which weathers of a rusty brown colour and is commonly crowd- 
ed with fossils. These include Ammonites of the gro\x\^s' Crist a ti and 
Inflatiy AncyloceraSf Anisoceras^ and Bacttlites] Belemnitc^ are abundant, 
and the general facies of the fauna.i^ that of the gault.^ 'i hey are succeeded 
by a group of thin bedded unfossiliferous limestones which may belong 
either to the cretaceous period or to the nummulitics by which they aie 
overlaid. 


The only locality in Sind where beds of older date than eocene have 
been identified is in a range of hills running due south from the neigh- 
bourhood of Sehw^n, and generally known to Europeans as the Lakhi 
range,® from the small town of Lakhi near the northern extremity. South- 
W’est of Amri, on the Indus, a number of very dark coloured hills are 
seen in this range, contrasting strongly with the cliffs of grey and 


^ The only published account of this bed is in 
the Pal. Indica^ series ix, pp. 245-47, (1875). 
No account of the locality was ever printed 
by the discoverer, Dr. Stoliezka, and his note 
books contain scarcely any details on this 
particular point. 

* W. Waagen, Pal, Indica, series ix, p. 245, 

1875. 

* A. B. Wynne, Memoirs^ XVII, 242, (1880), 

* W. Waagen, Memoir IX, 342, (1872). 


* This range has no general name, different 
portions being known by a number of local 
terms. It is one of the ranges which combine 
to form the Hala range of Vicary and other 
writers, and the name is the less inappro- 
priate in this case as there is an unimportant 
pass through the chain known as the Hala 
Lak. Different portions of the range are 
known as Tiyun, Kara, Eri, Surjana, etc. 
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whitish nummulitic limestones behind them. These dark hills consist of 
cretaceous beds, but the lowest member of the series is only exposed in 
a single spot, at the base of a hill known as Barrah, lying about ten miles 
south-west of Amri. The whole range here consists of three parallel 
ridges, the outer and inner, composed of tertiary rocks, while the inter- 
mediate one consists of cretaceous beds, faulted against the lower eocene 
strata to the eastward and dipping under them to the westward. Close 
to the fault some compact and hard whitish limestone is found, the lower 
portion pure ; the upper portion, often containing ferruginous concre- 
tions, is sandy, gritty, and forms a passage into the overlying sandstones. 
The base of this limestone is not seen, the whole thickness exposed is a 
little over 300 feet, and the length of the outcrop does not exceed half 
a mile. The limestone is fossiliferous, containing echinoderms and 
mollusca, but it is so hard and homogeneous that nothing obtained from it 
can be easily recognised, except one fragment of a hippurite. This 
fossil is, however, of great importance, because it shows that the white 
limestone may very probably be an eastern representative of the hippuritic 
limestone, so extensively developed in Persia, and found, in numerous 
localities, from Teheran to east of Karman in longitude 58^^ just ten 
degrees west of the Lakhi range in Sind.^ The precise position of the 
I^ersian hippuritic limestone in the cretaceous series has not been deter- 
mined, but the European formation, which is very similar and probably 
identical, is of the age of the lower chalk (tiironian). 

The sandstones resting on the hippuritic limestone occupy a consider- 
able tract around Barrah hill, and extend for about three miles from north 
to south. They are also seen at Jakhmari to the northward, and in one or 
two other places in the neighbourhood. They are gritty and conglomeratic, 
frequently calcareous, and contain a few bands of shale, usually of a red 
colour. The prevailing colour on the weathered surfaces is dark brown or 
purple, many of the beds being highly ferruginous. On the top of the 
sandstones is a thick bed of dark coloured impure limestone, containing 
oyster shells, and occasionally large bones, apparently reptilian, but none 
have been found sufficiently well preserved for identification. 

In one place a bed of basalt, about 40 feet thick, has been found inter- 
stratified in the sandstones, and it is possible that the band may exist 
elsewhere, but it has hitherto remained undetected. The poaition of this 
bed of basalt on the face of a hill called Bor, about 13 milee north of 
Kdnikot, is at an elevation of 300 or 400 feet above the base of the sand- 
stones, and about twice as much beneath the main band of interbedded 
trap, to be described presently. 

These sandstones are overlaid by soft olive shales and sandstones, 


* W. T. Blanford, Eastern Persia, London, 1876, ll, pp. 457i 485 * 



288 GEOLOGY OP INDIA— EXTRA PENINSULAR CRETACEOUS. tOhap. ZIL 

usually of fine texture. The sandstone beds are thin, and frequently have 
the appearance of containing grains of decomposed basalt or some similar 
volcanic rock, or else fine volcanic ash. A few bard bands occur, and 
occasionally, but rarely, thin layers of dark olive or drab impure lime- 
stone. Gypsum is of common occurrence in the shales. 

'I he olive shales are highly fossiliferous, the commonest fossil being 
Cardita beaumonti^ a peculiar, very globose species, truncated posteriorly, 
and most nearly allied to forms found in the lower and middle cretaceous 
beds of Europe (Ncocomian and Gault). This shell is extremely abund- 
ant in one bed, about 200 or 250 feet below the lop, but is not con- 
fined to this horizon. Nautili also occur, the commonest species close- 
ly resembling N, labechei 
of Messrs. D’Archiac and 
Haime, but dilfering in the 
position of the siphuncle. 
This form appears undis- 
tinguishable from N. bouchar- 
dianus, found in the upper 
cretaceous Aiiyalur beds of 
Pondicherri and at a lower 
Fig. iT^Cardi a henumonti, DArch and Haime. cretaceous holizon in Europe. 

A second Nautilus resembles N, subfleuriausianus (another eocene Sind 
species) in form, and is also allied to some cretaceous types. Several 
Gasteropoda occur, especially foims of Rostellarta^ Cypr^va, Natica^ and 
Turritella but none are very characteristic. Two forms of Osttca are 
common, one of them being allied to the tertiary O Jleniin^i and to the cre- 
taceous O. zitteliana, but distinct from both. The only mollusc winch 
certainly passes into the Rdnikot beds is Cotbula harpa. 

In the lower part of the beds with Cardita beaumonti some amphicoelian 
vertebrae were found, which Mr. Lydekker has ascertained to be crocodilian. 
All amphiciX'lian crocodiles are mesozoic, and the present form must be one 
of the latest known. So far as it is possible to form an opinion from very 
fragmentary materials, the vertebrae in question appear more nearly allied 
to the wealden Suchosaurus than to any other form hitherto described. 
It has, however, been already shown, when writing of the Gondwdna flora, 
that the distribution of Reptilia in past ages was not the same in India as 
in Europe. 

Only the corals and echinoids of the Cardita beaumonti beds have as 
yet been criticically examined, the former by the late Prof. P. M. Duncan, the 
latter by the same palaeontologist with the assistance of Mr. P. M Sladen. 
The results obtained are not very definite so far as the corrclition of 

* D'Archiac and Haimr, Description des | de I’fnde. Pans, 1853, p. 25;*, pi. xxh 
Attimaux fOisiies du gioupe Nuinmurut4ue tig 14. 
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the beds is concerned. Among the corals the genera Caryophylla^ Smilo^ 
trochus and LitharGea are cretaceous, but also range into and through the 
tertiary, and the Smilotrochus hlanfordi very closely resembles 5 '. incurvus 
of the Italian eocene.' The echinoids are equally indefinite as regards 
their relations, being neither distinctly cretaceous, nor definitely eocene, 
and the general facies is such as to indicate an age intermediate between 
these two periods.'"* 

Mention has already been made of one bed of basalt intercalated 
in the sandstones above the hippuritic limestone and a much more import- 
ant band of the same igneous rock has been traced, resting upon the 
Cardita beaumonti beds, throughout a distance of twenty-two miles from 
Rtlnfkot to Jakhmari, about seventeen miles south of Sehwan, wherever the 
base of the Riinikot group is exposed. The thickness of this hand of trap 
is trifling, and varies from about 40 to about 90 feet. Apparently in some 
places the whole band consists of two lava flows, similar in mineral charac- 
ter except that the upper is somewhat ashy and contains scoriaceous frag- 
ments ; the higher portion of each flow is amygdaloidal, and contains nodules 
of quartz, chalced( ny and calcite, and in places the nodules are surrounded 
by green earth, as is so frequently the case with the Deccan traps. 
Another characteristic accessory mineral, common also in the traps of 
the Deccan and MAlwi, is quartz with trihedral terminations. The basaltic 
trap of the Lakhi hills is apparently of subaerial origin, although it rests 
conformably on the marine (or estuarine) Cardita heaujnontiX^^As, There 
is nothing in the igneous bed to indicate its having consolidated otherwise 
than in the air, and the structure differs altogether from that of subaqueous 
volcanic tuffs. 

The evidence that this band of basaltic rock is interstiatifitd and not 
intrusive is ample ; throughout the whole distance the trap is found in 
precisely the same position, between the lowest beds of the Rdnikot and 
the highest of the Cardita beaumonti groups, and apparently perfectly 
conformable to both. The close resemblance in mineral character and 
the similarity of geological position, at the base of the teitiary beds, show 
that this band must in all probability be a thin representative of the great 
Deccan trap formation, and the occurrence of a second bed at a lower 
horizon, interstratitied with the passage beds between cretaceous and 
tertiary, tends strongly to confirm the inference drawn from the relations 
of the traps to the cretacecus and tertiary rocks of western India, that 
the great volcanic formation must be classed as intermediate in age be- 
tween those two eras. 


In Baluchisldn the section of cretaceous beds is more extensive than 

• Pal. IndicOi series xiv, I, pt. li, p. 25, (1880). I Vul, Jndica, series xiv, I, pt. iii, p. 28, (1883). 
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that seen in the one small exposure in lower Sind, and none of the hori- 
zons except the uppermost have been identified in the two regions. 

In the neighbourhood of Quetta and the country to the east of it the 
lowest rock known is a massive limestone of great thickness. The lower 
portion of this, as seen at the head of the Bolan pass and at Sariab, is of 
a pale cream colour, the upper portion is more or less dark grey in 
colour. Fossils are not very abundant, but in places it exhibits sections 
of Ilippuritesy Inoceramiis and corals on the weathered surface. The 
exact age of this limestone is undetermined, but it is regarded as lower 
cretaceous. 

The massive grey limestone is succeeded by a series of dark grey or 
black shaly beds, often containing an admixture ol volcanic ash, overlaid by 
red and green mottled shales and thin bedded limestone, capped by white 
limestone. The thickness of these beds appears to be about 1,000 feet, 
about 200 at the top of which consists the white limestone, but there 
are great variations in thickness of both members, owing partly to the 
manner in which the soft shaly beds have yielded to compression, and 
partly to the removal of the upper beds by denudation previous to the 
deposition of the next succeeding group. Locally the shaly beds of this 
group are abundantly fossiliferous, but except a few fragments of ammo- 
nites the only fossils that have yet been found are belemnites, mostly be- 
longing to the Dilatati, and including one very broad and flattened 

form ; owing to the abundance of these fossils the group has been referred 
to, in previous publications of the^ Survey, as the Belemnite beds.* 

The age of this group is clearly secondary, yet on some sections the 
white limestone at its summit contains numerous sprcimens of Nummu- 
lina and Alveolina^ which are usually regarded as indicative of a tertiary 
age, thus introducing an anomaly which is repeated in the next succeeding 
group. 

According to any local system of classification the next succeeding 
group of strata would be separated from those just described and united to 
the overlying Nummulitic beds, with which it is perfectly conformable, for 
there is a slight but distinct unconformity at the top of the Belemnite 
bedS|^ The unconformity is unaccompanied by any recognisable want 
of parallelism of stratification between the bed-? below and above it, but is 
marked by a considerable degree of erosion and a complete change of 
fauna, none of the belemnites having been found in the overlying group. 

The Dunghan group as this is called, from a hill of the same name east 
of Spintangi, is an important and interesting one. In the neighbour- 
hood of Hurnai it is essentially a limestone formation and caps the bare 


* XXV, 19, (1892). 
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hogbacked hills east of the Hurnai route to Quetta. To the south of the road 
which connects the Spintangi railway station with Thai Chotiili, the lower 
beds become argillaceous, and the argillaceous element more and more 
replaces the calcareous till, in the hills east of Khaitan, the group has 
become essentially a shale group in which the calcareous element is quite 
subordinate. A similar change takes place in the hills west of the Bolan 
pass, but the country there has been less fully examined. 

In the hills inhabited by the Mari tribe the lowest beds of tlie group arc 
usually unfossiliferous, grey, green, and purplish shales, overlaid by about 
1,000 feet of grey shales, many beds being so profusely fossiliferous as 
to become impure limestones. Above these shales there is a band of 100 
to 200 feet thick, composed principally of more or less impure sand- 
stones, capped by a limestone composed almost entirely of oysters [Exo- 
gyra ?), but containing also a few Nautili and other fossils. 1 he oyster bed 
is separated by some 600 feet of beds, on some sections of limestone on 
others grey shale, from a peculiar band of pseudo-breccia regarded as the 
base of the nummulitic series in this district. 

The fauna of this group is a peculiar one ; nummulites arc abundant, 
but associated with them are Crioceias^ Baculites and Ammonites^ while 
fully half the cchinoderms belong to the order Echino<oniiia\ and an 
oyster resembling O, carinata is not uncommon. Cardita beauinonti was 
not found, but the admixture of characteristically cretaceous forms with an 
abundance of nummulites points to the group being intermediate in age 
between the cretaceous and eocene periods, and consequently equivaleMil 
to t)\Q Cardita beiumontihQds oi The suggestion is supported by 

the frequent occurrence of beds of impure volcanic ash, immediately above 
the sandstones and oyster bed, and of ash beds and even basaltic tiap 
apparently interbedded with the uppermost beds of the Dunghan group in 
the Bolan pass. It is natural to suppose that they represent the same 
horizon as the trap above the Cardita bcaiimontihod^ in Sind. 

It is not known hovv far the grouping adopted in the country east of 
Quetta holds good for the rest of BaluchistJln, as this country has never 
been geologically examined with any thoroughness. Some particulars 
of observations made on his journeys through Baluchistdn, have been 
recorded by Dr. Cook, in which it appeals to be possible to recognis<f^the 
various rock groups mentioned above. He describes * the cretaceous 
rocks as consisting of “ more or less compact, fine grained, red and 
white limestone, interleaved with slabs and veins of chert; the lime- 
stone generally containing fine inicvo.'.copic specks, and the upper part 
one or two massive strata of an excessively hard limestone abounding 
in Orbicoides, Orbitoliua and Opeiculina^ the lower strata becoming 

^ Tian^ MitU Phy^ Soc., Bombay, VI, 101, (<860). 

W 
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argillaceous, shaly and containing (rarely) ammonites/^ These beds are 
underlaid by a dark blue fossiliferous limestone containing 
There is, however, some uncertainty about the section, for near Kheldt the 
white lime^'tone appears to underlie the fossiliferous shales. 

1 1)ere is some indication in this description of the massive limestone, 
belemnite beds, and Dunghan group further east, and with one exception 
the fossils recorded would accord with the identification. Ammonites^ 
Ceratite’^^ Crioce^as^ and Bclemnites have all been found in the eastern 
area, and Scaphites might well accompany them, but if the identification 
of OrthoceraSy which has been referred to in a previous chapter,’ was 
correct, it must belong to an older set of beds than cretaceoii*?, and sug- 
gests that the section is more extensive and less simple than Dr. Cook’s 
descriptions would indicate. 

In the SuUim^n range, west of DeraGhazf Khdn, the cietaceous rocks, 
so far as they are exposed, comprise two well marked stages. Ihe lower 
consists of dark grey limestones, occasional!) sandy or shaly, passing down- 
wards into dark to bluish grey, often nodular, calcareous shales. The lime- 
stone abounds in indistinct fossils, especially foraminifeiae, and in the unde r- 
l)ing shales a cephalopod belonging to the Ammonitidii% Inocef amus and 
two species of Exogyra resembling cretaceous forms ha\e been found ^ 

These beds, of which about 1,500 feet are exposed, are overlaid by about 
the same thickness of sandstones, generally white or pale coloured, brown, 
greenish or purplish grey. No fossils have been found in the sandstones, 
and no unconformity has been detected between them and the overly, 
ing beds, while they overlie a bed of pseudo conglomeratic limestone 
exactly resembling tliat found at the base of the eocene beds of eastern 
Daluchistdn. 

Further north, in the neighbourhood of the Takht-i-SuMiman, the same 
pale sandstone and wild erl) ing shales and limestone are found underlaid 
bv some hundreds of feet of massive grey limestone, showing sections of 
Inoceiamus and corals on the weathered surface, which exactly resembles 
the massive limestone of the Quetta neighbourhood, and is probably of 
the same age. West of the Suldimin range, in the diiection of the Zhob 
valley, this massive limestone is underlaid fcy a great thickness of green 
and grey slaty shales, intercalated with beds of sandstone and a few of 
limestone, from which no fossils have as yet been obtained. 

Before passing cn to the cretaceows beds of Afghanistan, it will be 
interesting to notice that the rocks just described are the source of the 
petroleum of eastern Baluchistdn and of the SuUirn^n range. The Balu- 
chistdn petroleum is a thick, black, tarry maltha, traces of which are very 

I ® Memoirs, XX, 217, (1883). 


* Supra, p. 143. 
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frequently found in the Dunghan group. At Khattan there is a natural oil 
springi where the petroleum issuesalong with an ahundanee of hot sulphur- 
ous water, and for seven years past an attempt to work this oil for profit 
lias been in progress, but the quantity obtained has not been sufficient to 
prove remunerative. It has been supposed that the greater abundance of 
the oil was in some way connected with the unusual profusion of organic 
remains in the Dunghan group at this locabty, but the connection is by no 
means clear. A precisely similar oil is found in the Rolan pass near Kirta, 
and in the Robdar valley, south of Bfbi Nitnf, it issues from the limestones 
below the Belemnite beds, that is to say, from rocks much older than the 
Dunghan group. No rocks older than this limestone are exposed in the 
Bolan pass, and it is impossible to say whether there are any profusely 
fossiliferous beds underground, analogous to those of the Dunghan group 
at Khattan, but the widespread presence of traces of a similar oil, o\i‘m 
where fossils are rare, appears to indicate that the concentration of the oil 
at Khattan, Kirta, and the other localities, has no connection with the 
greater or less profusion of organic remains at those spots. 

In the country round Kandahar,' and between it and the Khwdja Anifcin 
range, the cretaceous system is represented by a great thickness of hard 
grey limestone, usually unfossiliferous but locally containing an abundance 
of Hippufltes^ corals, etc. Near Kandahar this limestone is underlaid by 
a series of beds showing the following sections in des^'ending order 

3. A shaly sandstone, made np more or less of tiappcan malcrial. 

2. Bright green and intensely icd shales with thin sandstone bands of trappean 
substance. 

I. Coar«:c and thick congloinerale, almost entirely made up of pebbles of trap and 
cemented by a trappean, though calcareous matrix. 

The description of these beds agrees well with certain beds seen near 
Kach and Hamadun on the Hurnai route to Quetta, wdiich were formerly 
regarded as cretaceous. More recent examination has shown, howTver, 
that they are nummulitic and consequently cannot be representative of the 
Kandahar beds, unless one of the sections has been misinterpreted.^ 

Associated with the cretaceous limestone there arc intrusive rocks, 
both basic and acid, and bedded traps. The latter arc basaltic in character 
and overlie the limestone ; very few details have been recorded, but one ot 
the original foci of eruption was supposed to have been recognised about 
four miles west of Kandahar. These bedded traps arc newer than the 
trappoid conglomerates described above, which occur below the limestone- 
Th-e intrusive basic rocks are said to be lithologically similar to the 
bedded ones, but they have undergone a serpentinous change, and contain 

* C. In. Griesbach, Memoirs^ XVItl, -12 I * R. D. Oldhnm, report, (1891) 

(1681). I ^ Mamoirs^ XVHI, 52, (1881) 
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veins and lumps of bright green and yellowish chrysotile where in contact 
with the limestone. The intrusions are numerous and vary in size down 
to mere wafer like strings. 

'I he acid intrusive rocks are varieties of quartzsyenite, sometimes 
porphyritic in the hills crossed by the Maiwand pass westof Kandahar, which 
occur in veins and d)kes varying from several hundreds of feet to quarter 
of an inch in thickness. In tlie larger syenitic masses numerous veins of 
a porphyritic rock with crystals of pink orthoclase imbedded in a fine 
giained fclsitic matrix are found. Similar syenitic intrusions were ob- 
served at Dabrai and on the w^estern side of the Khwrlja-AmrAn pass. 
The syenitic intrusions are of somewhat older date than the basaltic, 
as the former are penetrated by dykes of the latter. 

In Afgh^n-Turkistdn the cretaceous system is well developed, and covers 
a large area of ground in which the older rocks only appear as inliers here 
and there. The lower cretaceous beds, consisting of about 800 feet of 
sandstones and shales with earthy limestones at the top, are said to be 
conformably underlaid by the led neocomian grits ^ at the top of the 
plant bearing series. The upper cretaceous is formed by about 1,800 to 
2,000 feet, thickening to 4,000 in the sections near Balkh, of white thick 
bedded limestone with occasional sandstone bands. No defined subdivi- 
sions were recognised, but the limestones may be divided into three zoncs^:— 

3. Chalk with flints. * 

2, Concretionary earthy white or brownish white limestones, occasionally dolomitic. 

I. Haid white splintery limestones. 

In the north-west Hinii^layas the cretaceous system, apart from the 
possibly cretaceous Giumal sandstones, is represented by a few small 
j^atches left on the tops of some of the hills in Spiti. They were named 
the Chikkini series by Dr. Stoliezka, who described it as consisting of a 
maximum Ihicknc&s of about 500 feet of bluish or greyish white limestone, 
weathering white, with occasional earthy bituminous bands, overlaid by 
about 200 feet of grey or darkish unfossiliferous marly shale. The lime- 
stone yielded several fragments of Rudhtes and numerous Foramimferx} 

Precisely similar limestones were observed further east by Mr. Griesbach 
in Hundes. They exhibit no features calling for special notice, and the 
fossils collected have not yet been described. 

To the north hippuritic limestone has been observed in the Lokhzung 
range, north of the Lintzihang plain,^ and at Sanju, on the road from 

' P* * 9 ®* ^ F. Stoliezka, Memoirs, V, 116, (1865). 

* C. L. Griesbach, I^ecords, XIX, 253, Jummoo and Kashmir Territo 

ties, London, 1875, ]}. 343. 
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Leh to Yarkand, Dr. Stoliczka recorded the presence of coarse grey 
calcareous sandstones and chloritic marls, some beds being almost entirely 
composed of the middle cretaceous Gryphasa vesiculosa,' 

The occurrence of cretaceous beds on the shores of the Namcho lake, 
about 75 miles north of Lhasa, is proved by specimens of Omphalia trottefi^ 
which were brought from that locality by one of the native explorers of 
the Trigonometrical Survey in 1876.* 


In the Assam range the cretaceous rocks occur both on the plateau, 
where they lie nearly horizontal, and along the southern edge, where 
they are bent down to a steep dip in a monoclinal flexure. They thin 
out in a marked manner to the northward on the section south of Shillong, 
having a thickness of about 600 feet at the edge of the scarp, while 
ten miles further north, near Surarim, there is only about 100 feet. 
Still further north there are some small outliers which lie in hollows on tlu' 
surface of the Sliillong quartzites marking the position of p re-cretaceous 
valleys. 

It is in these little primitive basins on the plateau that the cretaceous 
coal is found, one of them, a tiny coal basin at Mdobehlarkdr between 
Surarim and Mauphlong, having for years supplied the station of Shillong, 
The mineral itself has a persistent character throughout the whole cretaceous 
area. It is remarkable as being less of a true coal than is that of the over- 
lying nummuHtic group; the texture is compact and splintery, with a 
smooth conchoidal pasture, and the coal gives a dull wooden sound when 
struck. It has the additional peculiarity of containing numerous specks and 
small nests of fossil resin. 

The most persistent member of the cretaceous series is known as 
the Cherra sandstone, about 200 feet of coarsish hard rock, unfossiliferous 
except for some vague stem-like vegetable impressions, which cornformably 
underlies the nummulitic limestones. 1 he next most constant member 
is the basal conglomerate, whose larger components are almost all derived 
from the neighbouring Shillong quartzites, and are generally subangular. 
Varying in thicknes from 20 to 100 feet, it everywhere forms the base 
of the series, but whether it represents a definite geological horizon is 
doubtful. 

In the Maobehlarkdr coal basin the basal conglomerate and the Cherra 
sandstone are in contact, but at the south scarp of the plateau they are 
separated by glauconitic sandstones, overlaid by a pale fine grained sand- 
stone, often containing broken plant remains, and in places marine fossils. 

Mission, Geology, p. 22, (1878). 

* Records, X, 21, (1877), 


* F, Stoliczka, Quart, Jour, Geol. Soc.y 
XXX, 572, (1874) ; Records, VH, 50, (1874) ; 
Scientific Results of the Second Yarkand 
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These beds, about 400 feet in thickness, thin out to the northward by an 
Of iginal limit of deposition, and it has been noticed ^ that the matrix ot the 
basal conglomerate, at the different levels, partakes of the nature of the 
corresponding horizon below Cherra, and on all the sections there is more 
or less of a transition, by interstratification, between it and the particular bed 
which happens to overlie it. The only point tending to cast a doubt on its 
being a marginal form of the successive sandstone beds is the frequent 
occurrence of carbonaceous matter in the rock inamediately above, but 
this is not conclusive. 

Where the beds bend aver, and are exposed With a higji dip in the 
low ground south of \ haria, the basal conglomerate is represented by a 
coarse felspathic ochrey sandstone, while the overlying beds, having a 
thickness of about 1,200 feet, consist of pale grey sliafes, locally nodular, 
Ccilcaieous or ferruginous, with some thin layers pf eaith}^ limestone or 
:Kindstone, Tlie whole series, besides being thicker than that exposed on 
the plateau north of the uniclinal axis, is earthy in character, instead af 
sandy, implying a gr( ater distance from the margin of the sta. 

The marine fossils of the cretaceous rocks of the hills have 

already been mentioned,* and need not be further referred to here. No 
fossils have as yet been found west of the Khdsi hills. 

In the Gdro hills the cretaceous attains a considerable development 
as an arenaceous series, containing important coal scams in places. The 
sandstones of the plateau are horizontal and rest on a more deeply eroded 
and irregular surface than those of the Kliilsi hills. At the western end 
of the range the sandstones lap round the end of the Turd gneissic ridge, 
and the original relations of the locks are nowhere better seen than 
here. The spur on which the station of Turd stands, some 2,000 feet 
below the crest of the ridge has a midrib of gneiss, with sandistone on both 
aides, through which the streams have again excavated tlieir channels. 
There is but little distuibaiice in this locality, and it is plain that the 
ridge must have stood as it does now when these sandstones were laid 
down. 

East of the Klidsi hills, throughout the south-east portion of the 
Jaintia hills from the neighbourhood of Jowai eastwards, cretaceous rocks 
are found at the surface, horizontal or nearly so, and to the eastwards pass 
conformably beneath the tertiaries near the Kapili (Kopili) liver. Beyond 
this we have only isolated observations ; the thin bedded sandstones at the 
falls of the Kapili are believed to be cretaceous, and typical cretaceous- 
coal is associated with sandstone and some hard sandy linaestone resting 
flatly on the gneiss in the Ndmbar and Doigrung valleys, near GolAghiU 


MLB, McdJicott, Sfftnoirs, VII, 171, (<869). | ' Supra, p< 347. 
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The existence of cretaceous beds in the Arakan Yoma is only shown 
by the discovery of one species of mollusc in a sinjjle locality near Ma-i 
in the northern part of the Sandoway district of Arakan, The species 
found, Ammonites injlatus^ is a characteristic ccnomanian cephalopod, 
common in the Utatur beds of Southern India. The only specimen 
obtained was picked up in the bed of a stream, and had evidently b^en 
derived from some shales in the neighbourhood. No other specimens 
nor other fossil of any kind could, however, be found. 

What may be the extent of the cretaceous beds, and which strata should 
be referred to this group, are matters on which but little trustworthy in- 
formation has been obtained. Mr. Theobald was disposed to consider that 
a peculiar, compact, light cream coloured, argillaceous limestone, resem- 
bling indurated chalk, sometimes speckled from containing sublcnticular 
crystalline particles, belongs to the cretaceous system. This limestone 
has been traced at intervals from near Ma-f, about thirty miles north 
of 'longup (Toungoop), to the neighbourhood of Sandoway, whilst some* 
what similar limestone, though not so characteristic, may be traced to 
Kcantali, some thirty miles farther south. 1 he same limestone is found in 
the western part of Ramrf Island. Another peculiar formation isagre)ish 
rather earthy sandstone, with a pisolitic structure in places, due to the 
presence of small globular concretions of carbonate of lime and iron,, The 
concretions decompose and leave small holes, which impart to the earthy 
sandstone the aspect of an amygdaloidal trap. Like the limestone, this 
peculiar sandstone is traced from Ma-f to near Keantali, a distance of 94 
miles, and if, as appears probable, these beds are really cretaceous, for 
both are closely associated with the shale from which the ammonite hail 
apparently been derived, the rocks of this formation may be considered as 
extending at least the distance mentioned. The strata ascribed to the 
cretaceous group are less hardened ard metamorphosed than the other 
rocks of the Arakan Yoma ; they are of great thickness, and may include 
all the beds of the main range of tl'.e Yoma, as far south as Keantali. No 
rocks which can be referred to the Ma-f group have been detected cast of 
the main Arakan range in Pegu. To the northward their range is 
unknown, but a limestone resembling that of the Ma-f group wiis seen in 
the hills east of Manipur.^ 


Apart from those just mentioned no rocks of cretaceous age are known, 
to exist in Burma, though there is a probability that they may be repre- 
sented in Tenasserim. On the Lenya river,* in the extreme south of th<! 
province, a bed of coal occurs, of very laminated structure and containing 
numerous small nodules of a resinous mineral, like amber. This peculiar 

XIX, 223, (18S3) ; Supta p. 148. 1 * T. Oldlwm. Sel. Rix. Govt. /«</., X, 48, (i8s<S). 
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association of mineral resin is characteristic of the cretaceous coals in the 
Assam hills, and it is pos'^ible that the Tenasserim mineral is of the same age,* 
At the same time no palaeontological evidence has been discovered, the rocks 
associated with the coal are soft clays and sands, having a more recent 
•appearance than those accompanying the other coal scams of the Tenas- 
serim province, and these other coal scams are, it is believed, not older 
than eocene. The coal occurs in an irregularly developed bed, varying 
from I to 5 feet, or rather more, in thickness, with thin layers of fine 
jetty coal between bands of hard black shale, and rests on clay with 
vegetable remains, and patches of jet coal. Thin coal laminae are also 
found in the associated strata. 

Below the rocks immediately associated with the coal are fine, whitish 
earthy sandstones and indurated clay, passing into marl, with some con- 
glomerates. Above the coal is a series of soft muddy sandstones, marls, 
conglomerates and a few seams ol carbonaceous matter. The whole may 
be 600 feet thick. The dip is considerable, about 35®, and the rocks 
have undergone disturbance and faulting. Nothing has been ascertained 
as to the relations of the coal bearing beds to other formations, indeed 
all that is known of the Lenya river coal is the result of a hurried visit 
to a locality very difficult of access. 

* Mr. Rose (MS Report, 1892) regards these larly iU adapted to gfological investigation 
beds as belonging to the Maulmain senes, of and the examination was necessarily incom. 
Palaeozoic age , the country is, however, smgu- plete. 



CHAPTER XI! 1 . 

TEKTIARY DEPOSITS. 

{Excluding those of the Himalayas^) 

Quilon and Ritniigiri—Suiat— -Sind and l 3 a!ijchistdn — Cutch and Kdthidw^r— Afglidnistdn — 

Kohdt— Assam—Burma'* 

No tertiary beds are known in the Indian Peninsula except in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the coast, and if we exclude certain unfos^iliferous 
sandstones, now regarded as subrcceni though possibly of upper tertiary 
age, they are confined to a few small exposures on the west coast, the 
most southerly of which is near Quilon, in Travancore* 

The earliest, and practically still the only, information published on 
the occurrence' of tertiary beds in Travancore is comprised in some 
notes supplied by General Cullen to Dr. Carter, and published by the latter 
in his ‘ Summary of the Geology of India/^ Beneath the laterite of the 
neighbourhood of Quilon, at a depth of about 40 feet from the surface, 
grey fossillferous limestone (or dolomite according to General Cullen) 
is found, partly compact and partly loose and rubbly. This limestone 
is exposed beneath a laterite clilT near the coast, four or five miles north- 
east of Quilon, and the same rock has been found in the neighbourhood of 
the town at a depth of about 40 feet in numerous wells, many of which 
were sunk or deepened by General Cullen for the purpose of ascertaining 
the presence of the limestone. Further south, near VVarkalli, twelve to 
fourteen miles south of Quilon, the cliffs on the coast expose, beneath the 
laterite, beds of brightly coloured sand and clays with bands of lignite, 
abounding in fossil resin and iron pyrites, both in lumps of considerable 
size. The sandy beds overlie the lignites and clays. 

The limestone contains marine shells Mn abundance, amongst which 
Dr, Carter recognised Strombus fortisly Cassis sculpta^ Voluta jugosa^ 
Ranella hufo^ Conus catenulatus^ Conus marginatuSy and Cerithium rudCy 

* V, 301, (1857); the geological examination of the Cochin 

and Geological Papers on Western India, Bom- neighbourhood. The locality had been incor- 
bay, 1857, pp. 740 and 743, footnote. This foot- rectly defined in the first instance, but its 
note is an addition to the original summary, existence was subsequently verified by Mr. 
The very small outcrop was not found during Logan ; Records^ XVII, 9, (1884), 



300 GEOLOGY OF INDIA— EXTRA HIMALAYAN TERTIARY. [Ohap. XUI. 

besides species of several other genera resembling forms found in the 
tertiary beds of Sind and Cutch, A species of Orbttolites (?) was 
described by Dr. Cai ter as 0 . malahanca. All the mollusca identified 
belong to species occurring also in Cutch and Sind, and, so far as is 
"known, in beds of later date than the nummulitic limestone. No plants 
appear to have been collected from the lignite beds. 

Another deposit of obscure date and origin has been found beneath 
laterite at Ratndgiri (Rutnagherry) on the western coast.^ White or 
blue clays with thin carbonaceous seams are found in various quarry and 
well sections near the town beneath a considerable thickness of laterite, 
35 feet in one case. Some of the clay is said to be sandy or gravelly. 
Above the deposit is a layer of hard ironstone, about an inch thick, but 
said sometimes to be thicker. As in Travancore, fruits and leaves are 
found in the clay and lignite, together with mincial resin and pyrites. 
No specimens of the organisms found appear to have been collected. The 
beds are only a few feet thick, 27 in one section measured by Dr. de 
Crespigny, and rest unconformably upon Deccan trap. 

There is but little evidence to connect this deposit with the Travancore 
beds, but, owing to some similarity of mineral character, the presence 
of lignite in both, and the circumstance that both underlie laterite, they 
have been classed together. 


The tertiaiy rocks in Surat and Broach^ are almost confined to two 
tracts of country, separated fiom each other by the alluvium of the river 
Kim, a small stream running to the sea from the Rajpipla trap area. The 
southern tract is the smaller, extending about ten miles north from the l ipti 
river and being about fifteen miles broad from east to west ; the other 
area, between the Kim and Narbadd, extends about thirty miles from 
north-east to south-west, and is about twelve miles across where widest. In 
both the few good exposures of rock which occur are to the eastward. 

At the base of the tertiary formations, north-east of Surat, are thick 
beds of ferruginous clay, assuming, where exposed, the ch iracteristic brown 
crust and pseudo-scoriaceous character of laterite, from which they differ 
in no respect. These beds at first sight appear to be of volcanic origin, 
an idea which is strengthened b^the neighbourhood of the traps on w^hich 
they rest, but close examination has shown that they are really sediment- 
ary deposiis, although composed, in all probability, of materials derived 
from the disintegration and denudation of the trap. With them are inter* 
stratified beds of gravel or conglomerate, containing agate pebbles derived 


1 Carter, Jour. Bo. Br Roy, As. Soc , V, 626, 
(1657); Geoli^ical Papers on Western India, 
Bombay, 1857, p. 722, footnote, C, J. Wilkin- 


son, Recordst IV, 44, (1871) 

* For a fuller description, see MemoUs, VI, 
223-27 and 356-73* 
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from the traps and limestone, sometimes nearly pure, but more frequently 
sandy, argillaceous, or ferruginous, and abounding in nummulites and other 
fossils. The thickness of the whole can only be roughly estimated at 
between 500 and 1,000 feet. 

These beds are well seen on the banks of the T 4 pti below Bodhan, a 
village eighteen miles east by north from Surat. They extend thence 
to the northward through Tarkesar to the Kim alluvium, and again north 
of the Kim to the neighbourhood of a village called W^galkhor, about 
twenty-four miles north-north-east of Bodh^n, and seventeen east by south 
of Broach. North of this they appear to be overlapped by higher beds. 

The nummulitic limestones and their associates are distinctly uncon- 
formable to the underlying traps, and rest upon the denuded edges of the 
latter. Amongst the fossils found in the lower tertiary beds are Nunmu^ 
Hies ramondi^ N, obtusa^ N. exponens (or N. granulosa)^ Orbiioides dis- 
pansa and some other species which are common in the Kirthar beds 
of Sind, together with Ostrea jlemingi^ Rostcllaria prcstivichi, and 
Natica longispira^ which are particularly characteristic of the Rinikot 
group, and Vulsella le^iumn found in both. Some other fossils have been 
identified with spcci<‘s found at a higher horizon, but the identification 
appears doubtful. The nummulitic beds of Surat and Broach may safely be 
classed as eocene, 

Above the limestones and lateiitic beds there is found a great thickness 
of gravel, sometimes cemented into conglomerate, together with sandy clay 
and ferruginous sandstone, often calcareous. These higher beds are poorly 
exposed in the Tilpli and Kim rivers, but they are well seen in the stream 
which runs past Ratanpur, east of Broach. Here they consist chiefly of 
sandstone, gravel, and conglomerate, with occasional beds of red and white 
clay and shales. The pebbles in the gravels and conglomerates consist 
chiefly of agates and quartzose minerals derived from the trap, and 
from some of these beds near Ratanpur, east of Broach, the agates and 
carnclians are obtained which have from time immemorial supplied the 
lapidaries of Cambay. At the base of the teitiary beds in this direc- 
tion is a coarse conglomerate composed of large rolled fragments of basalt, 
but it is uncertain whether this bed belongs to the upper tertiary group 
or to the lower tertiaries, as it is not quite clear, owing to the few sections 
exposed, whether the lower eocene beds are completely overlapped 
to the northward, or merely represented by iinfossiliferous beds of a 
different mineral character. Like the underlying beds, the higher tertiary 
strata have a steady dip to the westward, and the thickness of the wholt! 
tertiary series exposed near Ratanpur appears to be between 4,000 and 
5,000 feet, but this estimate is based on a very imperfect exposure of the 
rocks. Of course, if, as appears possible, the lower beds are overlapped, the 
whole of this thickness consists of the upper members of the series. 
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No nuinmulites are found in these upper tertiary beds, and the few 
fossils discovered in them appear to differ from those in the nummulitic 
limestones below. The commonest organic remains are vahes of Balani^ 
which are also abundant in the Gdj (miocene) rocks of Sind. The abund- 
ance of Balani and the absence of Nummulites together form strong 
reasons for believing that the upper beds of Surat and Broach are of 
later date than eocene. 

It is far from certain whether any pliocene beds are found in eastern 
Gujardt. They occur in Kdthiawdr and on Perim Island in the Gulf of 
Cambay, and further search may detect them in Surat and Broach. 


Tertiary deposits are found in the debateable ground west of the 
Ardvallis which belongs structurally to the peninsular and stratigrapUcally 
to the extra-peninsular area, and in the extra-peninsular area they attain 
an immense development, both as regards theii thickness and the area 
they cover. I'aken as a whole, and ignoring local breaks in the continuity 
of deposition, they form a great system of deposits whose lower portion is a 
marine formation while the upper consists of fresh water subaerial deposits. 
The distinction is not absolute, nor can the line of demarcation between 
the two types be everywhere drawn on the same horizon, yet the distinc- 
tion is a real and important one. Everywhere, from Sind on the one hand 
to Burma on the other, the eocene deposits are marine and the pliocene 
fresh water or subaerial, with the* possible exception of the pliocene beds 
of the Irawadi valley, and wherever there is a continuous succession of 
deposits, there is a gradual transition from the one type to the other. 

It will be well to commence the general description of the extra-penin- 
sular tertiaries with those of Sind, as, owing to the completeness of the 
section there and the abundance and excellent preservation of the fossils 
of the various horizons, it may well be regarded as a type area for the rest 
of India. At the same time the tertiaries of those adjoining areas will be 
noticed where the Sind rock groups have been recognised w'ith some degree 
of certainty, those of Cutch and Kdthidwar, where they are less distinctly 
represented, being taken separately. After noticing the tertiaries of 
Afghinistdn and the western frontier, those of Assam, and finally Burma, 
will be described, the consideration of the Himilayan tertiaries being 
more conveniently postponed to the following chapter. 

The great series of tertiary deposits of Sind has been divided into the 
following groups or subdivisions, whose approximate correlation with the 
European sequence is given— 

Manchhar, 8,000— io,ocx> ft, • . Upps^ miocene to pliocene, 

Gdj, 100"— 1,500 ft, , , . Miocene, 
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Nari, 500- 6,000 ft. • • . Upper eocene to lower miocene, 

Kirtar, 6,000—9,000 ft. . . . Eocene. 

Rdnfkot, 2,000 ft. • • • Lower eocene* 

The lowest group of the Sind tertiarles, which lies with perfect con- 
formity on the Cardita beaumonti beds described in the last chapter, 
derives its name from a hill fortress of Sind Amirs, situated in the Lakhi 
range of hills, known as Ranikot and also as Mohan- kot, from the Mohan 
stream, which traverses the fortification.^ The Rdnikot group is much more 
extensively developed in Sind than the underlying cretaceous beds, for 
although it is confined to lower Sind, and although its base is only seen 
in the Lakhi range, north of Rdnikot, its upper strata occupy a consider- 
able tract of country. 

All the lower portion of the Ranikot group, including by far the 
greater portion of the beds, consists of soft sandstones, shales and clays, 
often richly coloured and variegated with brown and red tints. Gypsum 
is of frequent occurrence. Some of the shales are highly carbonaceous 
and occasionally sufficiently pyritous to be used in the manufacture of alum. 
In one instance a bed of coal (or lignite), nearly six feet thick, was found, 
and a considerable quantity of the mineral extracted.® The quality was 
poor, the coal decomposed rapidly and was liable to spontaneous com- 
bustion owing to the quantity of iron pyrites present, whilst the deposit 
was found to be a small patch, not extending more than about 100 yards 
in any direction. The only fossils found in the lower portion of the 
Ranikot group, with the exception of a few fragments of bone, have been 
plants, some dicotyledonous leaves, hitherto not identified, being the most 
important. All the Rdnikot beds, except towards the top of the group, 
have the appearance of being of fresh water, and are probably of 
fluviatile origin. 

A variable portion of the group, however, towards the top, consists 
of highly fossiliferous limestones, often light or dark brown in colour 
interstratified wdth sandstones, shales, clays, and ferruginous bands. These 
are the lowest beds in Sind containing a distinctly tertiary marine fauna. 
The brown limestones are well developed around Lynyan, east of Band 
Vero and north-west of Kotri, and throughout the area of R^lnikot beds 
near Jerruck and Tatta In this part of the country there appears to be a 
complete passage upwards into the overlying nummulitic limestone (Kir- 
thar), but in the Lakhi range the upper marine beds of the Ranikot group 
are poorly represented or wanting, and it is evident that they were removed 
by denudation before the deposition of the Kirthar limestone, for the 
latter is seen at Hothian pass resting upon their denuded edges. 

The greatest thickness of the Ranikot group in the Lakhi range, where 
alone the base of the group is visible, is about 2,000 feet, but generally 
> Memohs, XVH, 37, (‘879)- I * Memoire, VI, 13. (1869). 
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the amount is rather less, about 1,500. It must, however, be recollected 
that in this locality some of the upper marine beds are wanting, 
and as these marine limestones and their intercalated shales, sand- 
stones, etc., are 700 or 800 fe^t thick in places north-west of Kotri, it is 
evident that the original development of the group exceeded the 
2,000 feet seen in the Lakhi range. 

The fossils of the Rilnfkot group ^ indicate a lower eocene age, though 
cretaceous affinities are not wanting. The Nautili are all connected with 
cretaceous, rather than tertiary, types, a Terebratula is undistinguishable 
from 7 '. suhrotunda^ one of the commonest upper mesozoic types. On the 
other hand, the presence of nummulites, and the general aspect of the 
mollusca, indicate a lower eocene age. The only fossils which have been 
critically examined are the corals and cchinodrrms. In neither case is the 
result decisive, but the corals comprise, out of a total of 50 species, 7 
species identical with European eocene species and 5 closely allied to 
forms found on that horizon or in slightly newer rocks. 

In the Mali hills of eastern Baldchistcln the base of the strata rcgaided 
as numraulitic is marked throughout by a peculiar pseudo-conglomerate 
which has also been recognised in the Gaj liver in Sind on the one hand 
and in the southern portion of the SuldimAn range on the other. It has 
the appearance of being composed of subangular fragments of daik grey 
limestone, imbedded in a limestone matrix of paler colour, both matrix 
and pebbles containing numerous small nummulites, though no ditfereiicc 
can be traced between the forms found in the two portions of the rock 
The resemblance o£ this lock to a true conglomerate is especially striking 
in the sections near Khattan, but the similarity of the fossils found in the 
apparent pebbles and in the matrix, the comparative uniformity in 
thickness of this band, which lies among fine grained shales, the absence 
of any known rock from which the pebbles could be derived, and the 
presence of every gradation from the most conglomerate like form to a 
merely mottled limestone, all point to the structure being in some way ot 
concretionary origin.^ 

Above the pseudo-conglomerate, which has been accepted as the base of 
the tertiaries, there comes a great thickness of green ancl grey shales with 
interbedded impure sandstones which are, as regards both their litho- 
logy and stratigraphical position, the equivalent of the R^nfkot group in 
Sind, but owing to the fossils not having been examined and the homo- 
taxis verified, they have as yet been provisionally described as the Ghdzij 
group.* Along the outcrop of this group, from Mach in the Bolan pass to 

* A detailel list will be found in Memoirs^ ® W. T. Blanford, Memoir XX, 149, (1SS3) ; 
XVII, 197* (*879) The corals and echinoderms R. D Oldham, RecordSt XXIII, 94 (1890). 
are described in Pal, Indtca, series xiv, I, ® XXIII, 95, (18^0) 

pts. 2 and 3, (i8S0‘S6). 
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Hurnai, coal seams are found near top, which attain a maximum thickness 
of about three feet and have proved of great economic importance in a 
country where fuel is so scarce. The distribution of the coal seams is 
peculiar. Besides the localities mentioned, coal has been found north of 
the Thai Chotiali plain and in the Luni *^ath 4 n country to the east, in 
every case close to the western limit of the known exposures of this group, 
while to the eastwards the group ceases to be coal bearing. As the coal 
seams were doubtless formed in marshes near the margin of the sea, and 
as the only rocks known westwards of the present limit of the group are 
either older or very much newer, it would seem that the original western 
limit of deposition cannot have been far removed from the present limit 
of outcrop, at any rate, in the country east of Quetta. 

Further north, in the Suldimiin range, very similar shales are found 
immediately overlying the upper cretaceous sandstone, but they differ from 
what is seen in the southern sections in the prevalence of a red colour 
throughout the greater portion of the thickness of the shales. 

In both these areas the relation of the lowest tertiary to the underlying 
beds is one of perfect conformity, and they form part of a continuous 
system of deposits with the upper cretaceous beds, as has been mentioned 
in the last chapter. 

The Ranfkot group in .Sind is overlaid by the Kirthar group, so called 
from the frontier range of hills of that name. 1 hough inferior in thick- 
ness to several other subdivisions of the tertiary series in Sind, this group 
comprises by far the most conspicuous rock, the massive nummulitic lime- 
stone which forms all the higher ranges in Sind. It forms the cres.t of the 
Kirthar range throughout, and all the higher portions of the Lakhi range, 
of the Bhit range south-west of Manchhar lake, and of several smaller 
ridges, and consists of a mass of limestone, varying in thickness from a 
few hundred feet in low’er Sind to about 1,000 or 1,200 at the Gaj river, 
and probably 2,000, or even 3,000, farther north. The colour is usually pale, 
either white or grey, sometimes, but less frequently, dark grey, the texture 
varying from ha'*d, close, and homogeneous, breaking wdth a conchoidal 
fracture, to soft, coarse and open. Ordinarily the nummulitic limestone 
is tolerably compact but not crystalline, and chiefly composed of Fora^ 
mimfeya^ especially w’hole or fragmentary Nummuhtes \ corals, echino- 
derms, and molluscs also abound, but the two latter very frequently only 
weather out as casts. 

Throughout northern Sind, except near Rohri, no beds are seen be- 
neath the Kirthar limestone. The remarkable range of low hills, surround- 
ed by Indus alluvium, and extending for more than forty miles south from 
Rohri, consists of nummulitic limestone, having a low dip to the westward, 
and a considerable thickness of pale green gypseous clays, with a few bands 
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of impure dark limestone and calcareous shale, is exposed benerth the lime- 
stone forming the eastern scarp of the hills, on the edge of the alluvial 
plain. No Foraminifera have been found in these beds, although Num- 
mulites abound in the limestone immediately overlying. Several species of 
mollusca occur, but none are characteristic, and it is far from clear whether 
the green clays and their associates are merely thick bands intercalated in 
the limestone, or whether they belong to a lower group. Probably these 
argillaceous beds of the Rohri hills represent some of the marls, shales 
and clays forming the lower portion of the upper Kirthar group on the 
Gaj river. 

In some places west of Kotri a band of argillaceous and ferruginous 
rock is found close to the base of the Kirthar group. It is mainly composed 
of brown haematite, weathers into latcrite and appears to be found over a 
considerable area near Kotri and Jerruck. 

It has already been mentioned that the Kirthar limestone rests uncon- 
formably on the Riinikot group in the Lakhi range. The Kirthar group 
here cannot be much more than 500 or 600 feet thick, and consists en- 
tirely of limestone. To the south-east, towards Kotri and Tatta, there is 
no unconformity between the R^nikot and Kirthar groups; on the 
contrary there is an almost complete passage between tlie two, and the 
limestone of the latter becomes much split up and intercalated with shales 
and sandy beds. This is even more the case further to the south-east in 
Ciitch, where the whole group consists of comparatively thin beds of 
limestone, iiiterstratified with shales. To the south-west the massive 
limestone dies out altogether, and althougli it is well developed in the 
southernmost extremity of the Kirthar range near Karchat, about 50 
miles south of Selmdn, it disappears entirely within a distance of 
12 or 14 miles, and is entirely replaced by shaly limestones, shales, 
and thick beds of sandstone in the ranges on the Hab river. Some 
r.ithcr massive beds of numinuliferous dark grey limestone, very 
different in character from the pale coloured Kirthar limestone, are 
found west of the Hab, but their precise position in the scries is not 
known, and the rocks appearing from beneath the Nari group, in the 
place of the Kirthar limestone, consist of shales and sandstones, with 
some calcareous bands abounding in nummuliies, and closely re- 
sembling, both in character and in the species of Foraminifera they 
contain, the nummulitic shales beneath the massive limestone on the 
Gaj river. 

The most characteristic fossils of the Kirthar group are Nummulites and 
Alveolina^ the extraordinaiy abundance of individuals rendering it usually 
easy to recognise even small fragments of the rock by the organisms 
preserved in it. Many of the species, ?nd especially the Foraminifera^ 
are characteristically eocene, and there can be no question that the 
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nummulitic limestone of India is a continuation of the same formation 
in Europe. Several species pass from the RAnfkot beds into the Kirthar 
group ; indeed, the palaeontological differences between the two appear 
to be principally due to a change of conditions from the shallow muddy 
water of the RAnikot to the deeper clear sea of the Kirthar beds. 

The result of Messrs. Duncan and Sladen’s examination of the 
echinoderms does not altogether bear out the conclusions regarding the 
relation between the Kirthar and Rdnikot groups expressed above. They 
found no less than 63 out of 70 species being peculiar to the group, and 
the horizon of the remaining 7, which are supposed to have been obtained 
from the Rdnfkot group, is very doubtful.^ Caution is, however, neces- 
sary in applying the palaeontological results obtained from a single order 
of animals, and the conclusions based on the general palaeontology and 
stratigraphy of the two groups may be accepted in spite of this apparent 
contradiction. 

In eastern BaluchistAn the Kirthar limestone appears to be largely de- 
veloped in the Mari hills and south of the Bolan pass, having been 
given the local name of Spintangi in this region. Between llurnai and 
Quetta it has been very much reduced in thickness by denudation previous 
to the deposition of the Siwiliks. The relation of the Kirthar, or Spin- 
tangi, limestone to the underlying shales is one of perfect conformity by 
interstratiiication, and there is reason to believe that to a certain extent 
the Spintangi and GhAzij, or Kirthar and Rdnikot, groups merely represent 
different conditions of deposition and arc partly of contemporaneous origin. 

The Spintangi limestone has frequently a nodular structure that makes 
it weather into an aggregate of rounded lumps, easily mistaken fora conglo- 
merate ; so much so that three practised geologists have each recorded the 
fact that, after crossing the boundary of the SiwAlik conglomerate in the 
Bolan pass, they walked for some distance over the nummulitic limestone 
before discovering the change. 

Another peculiarity of the group in the Mari hills is the occurrence of 
thick beds of gypsum, interstratified with the clear limestones and green 
shales. The thickness of these beds in the country east of Khattan is 
very considerable, one bed of 50 feet thick, besides four others aggrb- 
gating 33, having been seen near Mamand.* Whether they were originally 
deposited as gypsum, or are due to the subsequent alteration of limestone 
beds, their occurrence among distinctly marine beds is not easy to account 
for. On the east flank of the SuUimdn range the Kirthar group does not 
appear to btJ present in its characteristic form, but some thin beds of white 
nummulitic limestone overlying the shales regarded as the probable 
equivalent of the Rdnikot group may represent it. 

^Pil. Indka, series xiv, I, pt. 3 , P- 245 , | ® XXV, 24,(1892). 

(1884). 
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In western R4jput4na two outcrops of nummulitic rocks are known, 
the larger one north-west of Jaisalmer, the smaller near Koilalh, thiity miles 
west-south-west of Bikaner. The rocks represented are a white num- 
muliferous limestone, resembling that of the Kiithar group of Sind, and 
sh.ily beds, mostly grey and impregnated with salt, though a very fine 
grained pale buff coloured fullei*s earth is also found and quarried for 
export under the name of Multanl mitli. In Jaisalmer a bed of fetru* 
ginous lateritic rock, like that found near Kotri, is associated wdth the 
nummulitics. The rocks of these exposures resemble tho^e of the Kir- 
Ihar group as seen east of Sukkur, and there is good reason to suppose 
that they are of the same age and indicate an easterly extension of the 
nummulitic sea.^ 

The series of tertiary rocks above the Kiithar nummulitic limestone is 
superbly developed and very well seen in the hills on the fiontier of upper 
Sird whose culminating ridge is known as tl e Kiithar. The names of 
the leitiary groups overlying the nummulitic foimation have consequently 
been derived from places in this range, and the Nari group takes its title 
from a stream w’hich traverses the low^er portions ol the range, w'hcre 
it is composed almost entirely of Nari beds, lor a considerable distance, 
and issues from the hills w’est by north of Sehwan.® '1 he present sub- 
division comprises at its base the uppermost band* of limestone contain- 
ing NummuliteSy the species N. garanscnsis and N, subUnvigata 
being distinct from those so commonly found in the Kirthar sub- 
division, and the limestone itself is usually distinguished by its yellowish 
brow'll colour, and by being in comparatively thin bands, inter^tra- 
titied with shales and sandstones. Several other fossils, besides the 
nuinmuiiles, differ from those in the Kirthar beds. Not unfrequently, 
however, there is an apparent passage from the white or greyish white 
Kirthai limestone Into the yellow or brown Naii lock, and the two groups 
appear always to be peifectly conformable, but no intermixture of the 
characteristic species of nuinmuhtes has been detected, and the division 
between the Kirthar and Nari beds can alwavs Le recognised Ly the fossil 
evidence. 

In some places the low'er Naii beds consist almost entirely of brown 
and yellow limestones , but more frequently the limestone bands are 
subordinate, dark shales and brown, rather thinly bedded, sandstone 
forming the mass of the rocks. The limestone bands are often confined 
to the base of the group, and always diminish in abundance and thickness 
above, although they are occasionally found as much as 1,500 feet Above the 
top of the Kirthar group. These shales and fine sandstone^, w'iih occasional 
bands of limestone, constitute the loiver Naris, and pa^s gradually into 

‘ Hecotdi, XIX, 159 (xt’86). I * MemoUs^ XVU, 49, (1879). 
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the coarser, massive, thick bedded sandstones that form the greater portion 
of the group, and attain a thickness of 4,000 or 5,000 feet. On the flanks 
of the Kirthtir range a few bands of clay, shale, or ironstone, are inter- 
stratified with the sandstones, and bands of conglomerate occasionally 
occur. The Nari beds in their typical form extend throughout the eastern 
flank of the Kirthar range, and occupy a belt of varying width, from one 
or two miles to as much as ten miles in breadth, between the underlying 
Kirthar and the overlying Gaj beds. 

On the western side of the Bhagotoro hills, four or five miles south of 
Sehwan, there is a bicak in the Nari beds, and some variegated shales, 
clays, and sandstones, richly tinted in parts with brown and red, which 
repiesent the upper Nari sandstones, rest un('onformably on the denuded 
edges of the lower Nari limestones and shales. The break is evidently 
local. To the eaU of the Lakh i range the Nari beds are entirely wanting, 
and it appears very possible that they have never been deposited in this 
portion of the Indus valley. From the neighbourhood of Sehwan to 
JeiTuck, the Manclihar beds rest with more or less unconformity on the 
Kirthar, a very faint and imperfect representative of the Gdj group 
occasionally intervening. But west of the Laklii range, throughout lower 
Sind, the Nari bt^ds are exposed almost wherever the base of the Gaj 
group is seen ; they increase \\\ thickness to the westward, and the Hab 
valley, from the spot where the river first forms the bound. try of British 
territory to the sea, consists entirely of the.se strata. Tliere is, however, 
no longer any such marked dislinccion between the subdivisions of the 
tertiary series as is found in the Kirthar range. The disappearance of 
the Kirthar limestone has already been mentioned, and with it the lower 
Nari limestones also disappear, so that it is no longer possible to draw a 
distinct line between the two groups. The two groups can still be traced, 
although the dividing line between them is obscured, as the calcareous 
shales, with the characteristic Kirthar nummulites below, and the mas- 
sive Nari sandstones above, arc still recognisable. Beds of brown 
limestone, too, full of Orhitjides papyracea or O.fort!st\ occur in the Nari 
beds of the Hab valley, but instead of being found at the base, they 
appear in the middle of the group. Again, just as there is a difficulty in 
distinguishing the Naris from the Kirthars at their base, so the beds 
at the top of the former group can only be separated by an arbitrary line 
from the overlying Gdj beds. In the Kirthar range the upper boundary 
of the Nari group, although there is no unconformity, is distinct and defi- 
nite, limestones with marine fossils of the Gaj group resting immediately 
upon the upper Nari sandstones. But in southern Sind bands of limestones 
or calcareous sandstone, with marine fossils some of which are well 
marked Gdj species, occur in the upper part of the Nari group, whilst 
limestone bands with the Nari Orhitoides papyracea are found in the 
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The sandstones, which form so large a portion of the Nari group 
in upper Sind, have hitherto pro\ed destitute of animal remains, but 
the occasional interstratifications of shales and clays often contain 
fragments of plants, and some ill marked impressions, probably due to 
fucoids, have been found in the sandstones themselves. There appears 
a probability that these sand Tones may be of fluviatile, and not marine 
origin, and although some species pass from the ICirthar, and even 
from the Rilnikot, group into the lower part of the Nari group, the 
fauna is chiefly distinct and marks a higher horizon. The most 
marked change is in the Forantiniferay because they are so abundant 
and characteristic, whole beds of limestone towards the base of the 
Nari group being entirely made up of three species, distinct from those 
occurring in the Kirthar group, Nmnmulitei^ garansensts^ N. subLvitgata 
and Orbit&ides papyracea, the last named frequently of large size, and 
reaching two or three inches in diameter. One of these species of Num» 
mulites {N. garansensis) is of importance, because it occuis in Europe, 
as in Sind, in the highest strata characterised by the abundance of the 
genus, those beds being at the base of the miocene. Nummulites 
ikublaivigata is peculiar, so far as is known, to India. 

Several of the molluscs and echinoderms of the Nari beds also, such 
as Sdiquaria grajiti^ Solarium affine^ Venus granosa^ and Clypeaster 
profundus^ show distinctly miocene afllnities, and some of these pass up 
into the G4j group. At the same time there are so many eocene forms 
present, such as Natica patula, N, sigaretina^ Odrea flabellula^ Valuta 
jiigo^a^ etc., that it is somewhat difficult to decide to which subdivision 
the Nari beds should be assigned. They probably occupy an intermediate 
position, corresponding to the oligocene of continental geologists, a con- 
clusion which is borne out by the detailed examination of the corals and 
echinoderms. 

The lower Nari limestone is found in its typical form as far north 
as Bibi N4ni in the Bolan pass, where it is overlaid by some grey 
sandstones and mottled beds, which probably represent the upper Nari 
of Sind. The loner Nari limestone, with Nummuliles garam^emiSi 
sublmvigaia and Orbitotdes papyracea^ has not been found north of this, 
but to the north of the Gandahdri hill, 20 miles east of Dera Bugti, and 
along the eastern slopes of the Suliimdn range, a series of sandstones, with 
subordinate bands of conglomerate and clay, occupy a position intermediate 
between the upper eocene and the overlying Si waliks. They are described 
as apparently conformable to both, and were regarded by Dr. Blanford as 
probably the equivalents of the upper Nari of Sind. 

Resting upon the Nari group, almost throughout Sind, and forming 
\\l^ base of the upper tertiary series, there is found a mass of highly 
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fossiliferous limestones and calcareous beds, usually moie or less slialy, 
always distinctly stratified, and easily distinguished from the limestones 
o the oldei tei liary formations by the absence of nummulites. A superb 
section of the strata forming this group is exposed on the banks of the 
Gaj river, from which its name is derived.* 

On the eastern flanks of the Kirthar range in upper Sind, the G4j 
group forms a conspicuous ridge, the hard dark brown limestone bands 
near the base of the formation resisting the action of denudation far more 
than the soft sandstones of the Nari beds, and rising every here and there 
into peaks of i.coo and 1,500 feet, or even more, scarped to the 
westward and sloping to the east, Amru, the highest summit of the G4j 
ridge, being 2,700 feet above the sea. Still, the limestone bands, although 
so conspicuous, are subordinate, the greater part of the group consisting 
of sandy shales, clays with gypsum, and sandstones towards the base. 
Many of the bands of limestone appear very constant in position and may 
be traced for a long distance ; they are dark brown in colour as a rule, 
but one bed is white and abounds in corals and small Foramtnifera 
whilst some of the darker bands contain Echinodermaia \i\ 
large quantities. 

The uppermost portion of the group is usually argillaceous, being 
chiefly composed of red and olive clays with white gypsum, and these beds 
pass gradually into precisely similar strata belonging to the overlying 
Manehhar group. 'I he passage btds contain Cot hula trigonalis^ Lutina 
{i)tf>lodofita) incerta Tellina subdonacialis, Area larhanensis^ amongst 
other fossils, such as Turrttella angulata^ and forms of Ostrea and 
P lacuna. 

All of these have allies living in estuaries at the present day, Area 
granosa, a recent representative of A, larkanensis^ being one of the com- 
monest and most typical of Indian estuarine mollusca. To these estuarine 
passage beds further reference will be made presently when the relations 
of the Manehhar to the G 4 j beds are discussed. 

The Gdj beds at the G^j river are very nearly 1,500 feet thick, but 
they appear to be less developed to the northward in the Kirthar range, 
and not to be much more than half the thickness named west of Lrirkh^nn, 
where, however, they are nearly vertical and have probably suffered from 
pressure. In lower Sind, the G 4 j group, like the Nari, disappears to the 
eastward of the Lakhi range, where it is either entirely wanting, or 
else represented by a thin band at the base of the Manehhar group, 
containing one of the characteristic fossils, Ostrea muliicostata* There 
is, however, a very large area of Gij beds north and north-east of 
Kardchi, and the appearance of the formation here is somewhat different 
from what it is in the Kirthar range, for the greater portion of the group 
* XVII, 53, (1879). 
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consists of pale coloured limestone*?, almost horizontal oi dipping at very low 
angles, and forming plateaux 400 or 500 feet high, bounded by steep 
scarps, which rise from the low^ ground of the soft Nari sandstones east of 
the Hab valley. A low range of hills, foimed of Giij beds, extends to the 
south-west, past the hot spring at Pir Mangho (Mugger or Manga Fir) to 
the end of the promontory known as Cape Monze, and the same beds form 
the low hills east and north-east of Karachi, and furnish the materials of 
which the houses of the town are mostly built. A small'sland called 
Churna, in the sea west of Cape Monze, also consists of Giij rocks. To 
the northward the (jaj area of lower Sind extends with very inegular 
outline to the neighbourhood of Tong and Kaichat, almost due west of 
H^la, and there are several outliers farther north, connecting the southern 
portion of the gioup with the typical outcrop in the Kirthar range 
East of Kardthi, (}4j beds extend in the direction of Tatta, until they 
disappear with the other tertiary rocks beneath the alluvium of the 
Indus. It is quite possible that the present group, as well as the Naii, 
never wms deposited in the neighbouihood of Kotri and Jerrutk. 

It has been already stated that the Gaj beds, throughout the great'^^r 
portion of the Kirthar range, rest confoiinably upon the Nan gioup, 
although there is a change i’^ mineral charactei, and that, in lower Sind, 
the passage from one group into the other is gradual, calcareous bands, 
with Gdj fossils such as Ostrea multicostata and Pcctcn subcoineus^ 
being found inters! ratified with the uppermost Nari sandstones. At one 
place, however, near landra Rdhim Khdn, west by noith of Sehwan, the 
outcrop of the Gdj beds, here dipping at a high angle to the westwaid, 
runs nearly in a straight line across the mouth of a v illcy, composed of a 
deep synclinal of the Nari group between two anticlinal ridges of K.rthar 
limestone. As the Gdj beds do not share the s} nclinal curve of tlieNaii.s, 
it is difficult to see how the two can be conformable, but an examination 
of the boundary betw^een the two groups failed to show any clear evidence 
of unconformity. There are, however, some places south of Sehwan 
where the Gdj group overlaps the Nari beds and rests upon the Kirthar 
limestone, but it must be recollected that the G4j group is itself overlapped 
by Manchbar b^s in the immediate neighi>ourhood. 

The commonest and most characteristic fossils of this group are Ostrea 
multicostata ^ and Breynta carinaia. There cannot be any question that 
the Gdj fauna is newer than eocene; some of the species are recent (for 
instance, Dosinia pseudoargus is identical with the recent Z>. exasperata)^ 
and it is probable that many others, wdien they are compared with recent 
forms more carefully than has hitherto been done, will prove to be the 


* It is not quite certain whether this 
species » identical with the European form, 
but it is certainl} the shell 6gured by Messrs 


D'Archiac and Haime There is another 
speeies known by the same name and found 
in ttiassic beds in Europe 
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same as living species. Several genera, too, as Maretia^ Breynia 
Meoma^ Ec hi no discus Clypeaster^ Cladocora^ and Mycedium^ are rare or 
unknown in the older terliaries, and there is almost a complete diappear- 
ance of eocene forms, very few species being common even to the Nari 
beds. 

The only mammal yet obtained from the Gij beds is Rhinoceros sira- 
fensis — a species found also in the Siwiiiks. 


The highest subdivision of the tertiary series in Sind was originally 
named ^ from a large lake, the Manchhar, a few miles west of Sehvvan, but 
there can no longer be any doubt that in age, as well as mode of origin, 
tliey are part of that system of pliocene fresh water deposits which, under 
the name of Siwdlik, ranges round the extra-peninsular area from wSind 
to Burma. It will be well, however, to retain the local name in the 
description of the Sind Siv\4liks. 

The Manchhar scries of Sind consists of clays, sandstones, and conglo- 
nierates, and attains a thickness of but little, if at all, less than lo ooo feet 
in places on the flanks of the Kirthar range. Although it is dilficult to 
<lraw an absolute line between the subdivisions, the whole group may be 
divided, ^^hele\er it is well exposed, into t^’o portions. The lower consists 
mainly of a characteristic grey sandstone, rather soft, moderately line 
grained, and composed of quartz, with some felspar and hornblende, to- 
g(‘ther with red sandstones, conglomeratic beds, and, towards the base, 
red, brown, and grey clays, the latter, however, being much less largely 
developed than in the upper subdivision. The conglomeratic beds chiefly 
contain nodules of clay and of soft sandstone, apparently derived from 
beds precisely similar to those of the typical SiwAliks, but, so far as has 
been observed, do not contain any fragments derived from the older tertiary 
rocks, no pebbles cither of the characteristic Gaj limestones or of the 
still more easily recognised nummulitic limestone of the Kirthars liaviiig 
been noticed in the beds of the lower Manchhars, although both abound 
in the upper strata of the group. These conglomeratic beds oi the lo\\( r 
Manchhars arc frequently ossiferous, the bones and teeth contained in 
them being, however, usually isolated and fragmentary. 

The upper Manchhar subdivision, where it is best seen on the flanks 
of the Kirthar range west of Ldrkliina, is thicker than the lower, and 
consists tOAards the base of a great thickness of orange or brown 
clays, with subordinate bands of sandstone and conglomerate. 1 he 
sandstones are usually light brown, but occasionally grey, like the charac- 
teristic beds of the lower subdivision. The higher portion of this upp<*r 
subgroup contains more sandstone and conglomerate, and ihe whole is 

• XV U, 57i ^ 
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capped by a thick band of massive, coarse conglomerate, which forms a con- 
spicuous ridge along the edge of the Indus alluvium throughout upper Sind. 
Tills conglomerate contains numerous large pebbles of nummulitic and 
Gaj limestone, together with fragments of quartzite and other rocks of 
unknown origin. Throughout the conglomeratic beds of the upper Man- 
chhars, pebbles of nummulitic limestone and of the brown Gdj limestone 
occur, showing that these older tertiary beds must have been upheaved 
and denuded in the latter Siwdlik period, although there is a complete 
passage between the Gdj beds and the lower Manchhars. 

I here appears, however, good reason for supposing that some dis- 
turbance of the older rocks took place before the deposition of the lower 
portion of the Manchhar group. To the east of the Lakhi range the Manchhar 
beds, themselves disturbed, rest unconformably on the beds of the Kirthar 
group, which are vertical in many places, so that it is manifest that the 
Kiilhars had, in this locality, been upheaved before the deposition of the 
Manchhars, The presence of the lower portion of the latter series appear- 
ing to be proved by the occurrence of teeth and bones of the same mam- 
mals as are found in the lower Manchhars elsewhere. 

In one case a few estuarine fossils were found, near tlie Nari stream, 
in a Manchhar bed 300 or 400 feet above the base of the group. Ihe 
only form recognised was Corhula already mentioned as charac- 

teristic of the estuarine passage beds between Gdj and Manchhar. With 
this exception, and that of some rolled oyster shells, possibly derived from 
a lower formation, no marine or estuarine fossils have been observed in 
the Manchhar beds of upper Sind, above the passage beds at the base of 
the group, and there appears every reason to believe that the group is of 
fluviatile origin. 

In lower Sind, however, there is a very considerable intercalation of 
marine or estuarine beds with the Manchhars, and this evidence of depo- 
sition in salt water increases in the neighbourhood of the present coast. 
Around Karachi beds of oysters, and sometimes of other marine or estu- 
arine shells, are not unfrequently found interst ratified with the Manchhar 
group. There is also some change in mineral character, the sandstones 
becoming more argillaceous and associated in places with pale grey, 
sandy clays ancT shales. The passage from the GAj beds is very gradual, 
calcareous bands with Gij fossils, such as Osirea niulticostata and Pecten 
subcorneuSf being found some distance above the base of the Manchhar 
group. 

Although there is no difficulty in drawingalinc between Manchhar and 
GAj beds, except in the neighbourhood of the coast, everything tends to show 
that there is no break in time between the two, the low^er portion of the upper 
group being an estuarine or fluviatile continuation of the underlying marine 
bed-?. But the great thickness of the Mancldiar group in upper Sind 




Area kurracheensla d Arch Obtrea multicontata Deal ayea 

MIOCENE FOSSILS. 




UPPER MANCHHAR GROUP. 


3»S 


Chap, mi 

alone would suffice to prove tliat a considerable period of time must have 
elapsed during the deposition of this formation, and it is far from improb- 
able that the lower Manchhars may be upper niiocene, whilst the upper 
Manchhars are pliocene. 

The Manchhar beds extend along the age of the alluvium, and form a 
broad fringe to the Kirthar range, throughout upper Sind from west of 
Shikdrpur to the Manchhar lake, but the breadth of the outciop varies 
greatly, being as much as 14 miles where broadest west of Ldrkhina, and 
diminishing both to the north and south. As alieady noticed, the Man- 
chhars are thickest just where their outcrop is w idest ; the breadth of the area 
occupied by them is not, however, due simply to their vertical development, 
but chiefly to their forming a synclinal and anticlinal roll before disappearing 
beneath the alluvial plain, whereas in other parts ol the range the same 
beds are exposed in a simple section, all the strata dipping to the east- 
ward, To the north the section is complicated by faults, but to the south 
the thickness of the Manchhar gioup diminishes greatly, and near Tandra 
Rihim Khin, west of Sehw'an, although both upper and lower subdivisions 
of the group arc developed and the uppermost conglomerate is exposed, the 
whole thickness of the Manchhar strata cannot be much more than about 
3,000 feet. The Manchhar beds are seen west, south, and east of the 
Manchhar lake ; they are well developed and occupy a large plain to the 
east of the Lakhi range, and west of the nummulitic limestone tract, near 
Kotri and Jerruck, they re-appear in many places in the different synclinal 
valleys to the west of the Lakhi range, and they occupy a considerable tract 
of country east and north-east ot Karachi. Throughout these areas in 
lower Sind the rocks are not nearly so well seen as to the northward, the 
soft sandstones and clays of the Manchhar gioup having been denuded into 
undulating plains, covered and concealed in general by the pebbles and 
sands derived from the comparatively hard older tertiary rocks of the 
neighbouring hills, and it is far more difficult than in upper Sind to 
distinguish the different portions of the group, or to form a correct idea 
of the thickness of strata exposed. 


The Manchhar beds extend along the edge of the sea west of Karachi, 
almost to the end of cape Monze, but no representative of this formation 
is seen for a considerable distance to the westward of the cape. 'I he 
greater part of the country near the shores of Sonmiani bay consists of 
alluvium, and the few exposures of rocks are older tertiary, or perhaps 
cretaceous, a low' cliff near the coast, north of Gaddni, being apparently 
composed of subrecent deposits. But west of Sonmidiii bay, in the 
neighbourhood of HingUj, a well known place of Hindu pilgrimage, 
there are high hills of hard greyish white marls or clays, usuall) sandy 
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often highly calcareous, and occasionally intersected by veins of gypsum. 
With this clay or marl, bands of shaly limestone, dark calcareous grit, 
and sandstone are interst ratified, usually forming but a small portion of 
the mass, although their greater hardness renders them conspicuous. 'I'his 
marl formation extends for many hundreds of mih s along the coasts of 
Baluchistclii and of the Persian Gulf, forming great horizontal plateaux, 
surrounded by cliffs of whitish marl or clay and capped by dark coloured 
calcareous grit, at the headlands of Ras Malrtii, Ormdra, and Gwadar, R4s 
Mal4n especially being a table land rising abruptly to a heiglit of 2,ooo 
feet from the sea. 1 iiese remarkable rocks have been called the Mekidn 
group ^ from the name usually applied to the littoral tracts of Baluchistan. 

The Mekritn group is of shallow water marine origin, and abounds in 
mollusca, echinoderms, etc., many of the species being apparently the same 
as living forms. 'I'he echinoderms alone haveas yet been examined in detail, 
they belong without exception to living genera, while most of the species 
are very closely allied to recent forms, and one species alone is doublfullv 
identical with a Gdj form. The general facies of the fauna is distinctly 
pliocene.* 

Although tliere is no resemblance between the typical Manchhar beds 
and the characteristic rocks of the Mekrdn group, nor, from the widely 
different con<^itious under which the two formations must have been de- 
posited, would any similarity in mineral chaiacter oe probable, some of the 
soft argillaceous shaly sands in the Manchhar beds near Karachi closely 
resemble some similar b<*ds in the Mekrdn group near Gwddar. As all 
that is known of the geology of western Baluchistan is the result of 
brief visits to a few w’idely separated points, it is uncertain to what 
extent the rocks of Sind extend to the w'estward, and whether any 
representatives, of the Gdj group es[>ecially, exist in that direction, but 
it appears probable tliat the marine Mekrin group in western BihichistJn 
represents the fiesh water Manchhar series of Sind. 


The only fossil remains of any importance hitherto detected in the 
Manchhar series are bones of mammalia, and all that have been recog- 
nised belong to the lower Manchhars, the upper subdivision of the group 
having hitherto furnished only a few bones, in too poor and fragmentary 
a state of preservation for tlie species, or even the genera, to be deter- 
mined. The few estuarine shells found in the lowest Manchhar beds in 
upper Sind, and a portion at least of the marine fossils procured from a 
similar horizon near Karachi, appear to be Gdj forms, and to indicate a 
close connection between the lower Manchhar.** and the underlying group 

* W. T. Blanford, Records^ V, 43, (1872); I * Duncan and Sladen. Pal. Indica, series 
Eastern Persia, London, 1886, II, p. 462. 1 xiv, 1, pt. iii, p. 370, (i885). 
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In places, and especially in the neighbourhood of the Lakhi range, silu i- 
fied fossil wood is found in abundance in the Manchhar beds, stems 
of large trees being of common occurrence. The majority are dicotyle- 
donous, but some fragments of mcmocotyledons are also found. 

The vertebrate remains are extremely fragmentary, and chiefly consist 
of single teeth and broken portions of bones, ^ and the fauna is chiefly 
remarkable for the pre\alence of artiodact)le ungulates, allied to pigs, or 
intermediate between pigs and ruminants. The majority of the genera 
arc extinct ; Rhinoceros, Sus^ and Manis being the only living types, and 
the last named has only been tecognised from a single digital phalange, 
so that the generic identification is far from suflicient. Both Rhinoceros 
and StiS existed in miocene times, Amphicyon, Anlhrocotherium^ 

JHyopotatnus, and Dinotherium^ which are also found in the Manchhar, are 
not known to occur in Europe in beds of later date than miocene. The 
genera Ilemimeryx and Sivavieryx aie peculiar, both being allied to the 
Siwdlik Merycopofamus. 

The species found also in the pliocene Siwaliksare Rhinoceros palan7i^ 
(Ucus^ Acet othei iiim pet imense^ Chalicotherium sivalense^ Sns hysudricus, 
Dorcatherium majus, D. minus, Mastodon latidens, and hL falconeri ; 
but as the pre^.sence of these forms in the Manchhars is inferred for the 
most part from fragments, the identifications are by no. means quite 
certain, whilst the general facies of the fauna, the absence of characteristic 
living forms like Equus^ Bos, Antilope, Cetvus, and Elephas, and the 
presence of several extinct genera not hitherto detected in the Sivvdiiks, 
show that the mammaliferous beds of Sind are of older age than the typi- 
cal Siwalik strata. It should le recollected, moreover, that the precise 
horizon at which the Siwellik forms are found is but rarely known with 
accuracy, that some of the Siw'alik strata are as old as the low’er Man- 
chhars, if not older, and that a portion at least of the older types of mam- 
mals arc from beds low down in the Siwalik scries. None of the remarkable 
series of types allied to the giraffes and SivalJierium, nor of the peculiar 
bovine and aiitilopine forms so characteristic of the Siwillik fauna, have as 
yet been found in Sind. The only ruminant detected in the Manchhar beds 
is the miocene Dorcatherium, and the place of the more specialised 
Pecora to have been occupied by the less specialised even toed 

ungulates allied to the pig. While, therefore, it is probable that some 
extinct types, such as Antht acotherium afnd Hyopotamus, which are not 
known in Europe above the lower miocene, existed in India at a somewhat 
later period, together with species which survived till pliocene times, it is 
evident that the lower portion of the Manchhar group can scarcely be 
considered of later date than upper miocene. The palaeontological 

* Details will be found in Mr. Lydekkei’s j 225 ; XI, a, 71. 77, 79, and /’a/. 

papersini?^'r<;;d5,lX,9i,93, A ^3. tndica, series x, I-IV, 
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evidence is in accordance with the geological, and both show the close 
connection between the lower Manchhar beds and the tiAj group. 

Further north, in the country between Sibi and Quetta the Siwaliks 
rest with a slight, but distinct, unconformity on the Spintangi limestone. 
There is everywhere a perfect parallelism of stratification between the 
two and a superficial appearance of conformity, but on a close examina- 
tion it is seen that there are slight, though distinct, traces of erosion at the 
contact, that pebbles of nummulitic limestone are found near the base of 
the SiwAHks, and that there is a progressive thinning out of the nummulitic 
limestone from east to west by removal of the upper beds. The lower 
SiwAliks, which are conspicuous on the section in the Bu^ti hills further 
east, are represented by greenish and grey sandstones which do not at- 
tain a thickness of much over loo or 200 feet. Above them the upprr 
Siwaliks consist principally of red eaithy clays, with interbedded sand- 
stones, which become more and more frequent till it becomes a sandstone 
formation with subsidiary bands of clay and conglomerate, the whole capped 
by a great thickness of strong conglomerates. 

These SiwrAliks extend westwards, in the country intervening between 
the Bolan and Hurnai routes to Quetta, almost to the Quetta plain, but 
their original western extension has been obscured. In the valleys of 
Quetta and Pishln there are some deposits of conglomerates and red clays 
which have in places undergone considerable disturbance, and have been 
referred to a SiwAlik age.^ On the accompanying map they have been 
coloured as upper tertiary, but, as they appear to be distinct in age and 
origin from the SiwAliks referred to above, and much more closely con- 
nected with the recent deposits, their description wdll be deferred to a 
subsequent chapter.* 

In the Bolan pass, in the Gandak valley, north-cast of Quetta, and 
doubtless in many other valleys of these hills, there are sandstone and 
conglomerate deposits which have undergone considerable disturbance, 
and dip at high angles. In accordance with the custom, which separates 
the deposits which have undergone considerable disturbance from the un- 
disturbed recent deposits that unronformably overlie them, these have been 
called SiwAlik, but they are in a manner distinct from the older Siwdlik^* 
for the former were deposited after the valleys, in which they lie, had been 
excavated, while the latter date, in this neighbourhood, from a time when 
the disturbance of the strata and consequent elevation of the hills had not 
commenced. 

In the Bugti hills and southern portion of the SulAimdn range, the 
lower SiwAliks, which attain a maximum thickness of 5,000 feet, have the 
appearance of lying conformably on the nummulitic limestone. They 

» W. T. Blanford, Memoirs, XX, 117, (1883) \ » Ufra, p. 416 
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consul of moderately soft, fine grained, pepper aird salt grey, sandstone, 
interstratified with conglomeratic beds, composed of fragments of clay and 
soft sandstone, apparently derived from contemporaneous deposits, im- 
bedded in an argillaceous matrix and unaccompanied by any pebble of 
harder rock. Clay beds also occur and are usually of a red colour. 

in the lower beds of this group vertebrate remains occur in consider- 
able abundance near Dera Bugti, among which are Mastodon, Rhinoceros, 
Dinotherium, Anthracotherium, and Hyopotamus. The vertebrate fauna 
has a distinctly miocene facies and is associated with seven species of 
fluviatite mollusca, of which four belong to the genus Unto, two to Melania 
and one to Paludina. All seven are extinct, and none are nearly related 
to forms now living in western India, though two are allied to species 
still existing in l^urma. Three of the species of Unio are aberrant forms 
with ribbed shells, exhibiting a superficial resemblance to the marine genus 
Cardium.^ 

East of the Suldiman range the upper Siwdlik conglomerate is on some 
sections overlaid by a more recent conglomerate deposit, which has been 
disturbed and dips towards the plain at moderate angles. The newer 
conglomerate has the appearance of passing upwards into the recent 
deposits, and though it has been regarded as uppermost Siwdlik * should 
probably, like the disturbed river gravels of the Bolan valley, be more 
correctly classed as recent than as tertiary. 


The various localities referred to in the previous passages form part of 
one geological province throughout which the lower tertiaries maintain a 
certain constancy of character, allowing the rock groups on one section 
to be recognised on another, but when we pass northwards to the Punjab, 
or north-westwards to Afghdnistdn, it is no longer possible to apply the 
subdivisions adopted in Sind, and a fresh classification has to be adopted. 
Before passing on to these areas it will be well to notice the exposures 
to the east, in which the Sind subdivisions can be more or less recognised. 

The tertiary rocks in the Cutch peninsula occupy a belt, varying in 
breadth from about four miles to twenty, between the alluvium near the 
coast and the older rocks in the interior of the country. Tertiary 
formations also fringe the Deccan traps and Jurassic beds, on the borders 
of the two openings by w'hich the Rann of Cutch communicates with 
the sea east and west of the province, and patches of the same tertiaries 
are found here and there on the shores of the Rann, not only in the main 
region of Cutch itself, but also around the detached hilly tracts or islands, 
Patcham, Kharir, etc., and in W^gad. The evidence of unconformity 

' W. T. Blanford, Memoirt, XX, 162, 233, I ® W. T. Blaiiford, Memoirs, XX, 219, (1883). 
(1883). 
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bel^^een the eocene rocks and the Deccan traps is very stiong in Cutch. 
The lava flows which appear to have covered the greater part, if not the 
whole, of the Jurassic region had been completely swept away irom the 
surface of the country, and the underlying Jurassic rocks exposed and 
largely eroded in places before the eocene marine beds were deposited ' 
Despite this evidence of unconformity, there is every appearance, along 
tile southcin border of the trap area, of the tertiary beds resting confoim- 
abl) on the lava flows of the Deccan period. 

1 he tertiaries of Cutch are far better known than those of Gujdrdt and 
KAthiAwclr, the materials for the first descriptions of marine fossils from 
the later Indian deposits having been furnished by the rocks of the 
first named province. Attention waS fust directed to the Cutch tertiaries 
through the labours of Captain Grant, v\ho carried with him to England 
d considerable collection of tertiary organic remains, together with the 
Jurassic fossils mentioned in a former chapter. In accordance with the 
ideas prevailing amongst geologists at the time, he separated nuinmulitic 
ro( ks from the true tertiaries on his map,® and the same distinction was 
preserved in the description of the fossils, but subsequently all the forms 
described were classed as eocene by D'Archiac and Haime.® When the 
rocks of Cutch w’ere mapped in 1867-69 by Wynne and Fedden, and 
described by the former, it was found that several distinct gioiips 
could be recognised, and that the fossils of these groups diffeiecl, and it 
was afterwards discovered that the groups corresponded very closely to 
those determined in Sind. The succession of the rocks in CuUh, accord- 
ing to Mr. Wynne, is the following, the j)iobable Smd reprcsentatice being 
appended in each case. The supposed European equivalents differ some- 
what from those oiiginally suggested before the corresponding beds in 
Sind had been examined'^:— 


Cutch, 

Alluvium, blown sand, etc, . 

/ Upper teitiary 
I (iinconfoimity), 

I Argillaceous group 800 to 1 ,200 „ G . 

I Arenaceous group 130 „ Nan (?) 


‘5«n(l I urnpean (.(| ii\ali.nt« 

Alluvium, etc. Peistocene an 1 recent 


200 to 500 ft. Manchhar 


Tertury 




V 

Stratified traps 


Nummulitic group 
Gypseous shales 
Subnummuhtic 


• 700 „ Kirlhar 

• •'"•.iRinikot 
. 100 ) 

. . Tiap . 


, J I ol He and uppe** 
mioLi ne 
. hhuceue. 

. Lower mtoane on t upper 
eocene^ 

Eoueiie 

. Lower eocene 
. Uppei moi>t c etaceoiis. 


* This view is 00 nosed to Mr. Wynne’s 
opinion. He considered that the lower eoce «e 

beds are conformable to the traps, and that 
the tiaps never existed in northern Cutch 
-^Menunrs^ IX, 72, (1872} 


* Geil Soc, Tians, 2nd series, V, 30^, PI. 
XX, (1840) 

® Description des Animauv Fossiles do groupe 
nummuiitiquc de I’lnde, Paiis, 1853 
^ Mimotrs^ IX, 48, (1872) 
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The subiiummulilic group consists chiefly of peculiar purple and rod, 
mottled with while, soft argillaceous beds, lalerite of various kinds, and 
coarse sandstones disiinguislied by brilliancy of colouring, white, red, 
lavender, purple, and orange lints [)revailing. riiere arc also some shales 
with impressions of leaves and c.irbonaceous layers, and occasionally with 
gypsum. 

Some of the peculiar argillaceous beds have a distinctly volcanic aspect, 
but as they are much decomposed it is impossible to say that they are 
really of eruptive origin. '1 he occurrence of these peculiar beds away from 
the traps, in places where there is good reason to suppose that the tra[)s 
were removed by denudation in pretertiary times, and the fact that beds 
reconsolidated from trap fragmei ts must, when decomposed, frequently 
be undistingLiishable from a disintegrated eruptive rock, render it probable 
that these soft mottled beds are of sedimentary origin and composed of 
tlie detritus of volcanic rocks. Fossils are rare in the siibnummulitic group 
^^hich extends along the southern edge of the traps in Cutch, overlapping 
the volcanic rocks to the westward, and resting upon Jurassic rocks 
iK'ar Lakhpat. The same group is represented in several small patches, 
deposited upon Jurassic beds on tlie borders of the Rann, both on the 
mainland of ( utch and on some of the detached hills or islands, especially 
south of the hills in l*atcham, Kharir, Hela, and Chorar, and intervening 
in the hollow between two ranges on the first named. 'Flic grouj) is 
nowh'Te more than about 200 leet thick, and it frequently does not exceed 
20 feet 

Above the subnummulitic beds there are in places from 50 to 100 feet 
of fine laminated shales, bituminous and often pyritous, with fragments 
of w^ood and leaf impressions. All the above rocks are classed by Mr, 
Wynne apart from the true tertiaries, and v^ith the bedded traps. It 
appears, however, more probably correct, and more in accordance with the 
sequence in Sind, to consider the main break in the series as taking place 
between the traps and the next formation in ascending order. 

The gypseous shales form a local and unimportant subdivision, not 
more than from 50 to 150 feet in thickness, occurring in western Cutch, 
round the Gaiia hills and in a few other places. 'I hey consist of shales, 
with calcareous nodular bands and much gypsum, and wdth some beds 
of laterite. Same of the marly beds abound in Nummuiites and other 
Fornminifera^ oysters, etc. 

Tlie next group is of more importance, being the representative of 
the massive nummulitic (Kirthar) limestone of Sind. In Cutch tliese beds 
consist of pale yellow' and white impure limestones, in bands of no great 
thickness, interstratified with marls and sandy beds. The upper portion 
consists chiefly of mails, limestones bc*ing more abundant below ; Nummu- 
liteSf AlvaoIinXf and echinoderins of several kinds abound and corals 
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and mollusca are locally common. The nummulitics of Cutcli are, however, 
almost confined to the western part of the province, and occupy a band 
extending from Lakhpat round the western termination of the Deccan 
trap range in the Gaira hills. 

Upon the nummulitic limestones and their associates there is usually 
found a thin and unimportant band of light coloured or white sand and 
sandy shales, having at the base some finer dun, or blue coloured, silty 
shales. These sandy beds are soft, friable, and obliquely laminated. In 
the lower portion of the group the carapace ot a small crab and casts of 
bivalve shells have been found, in the upper part impressions of dicoty- 
ledonous leaves occur. This group, originally described as the arenaceous 
group, corresponds in mineral character and position to the upper Nari 
of western Sind. 

The Gdj group of Sind is represented in Cutch by what was originally 
described as the argillaceous group, the best developed and most fossil!* 
ferous of the tertiary rock groups of that district, and it is this group 
which yielded the bulk of the fossils described as tertiary in the ap- 
pendix to Captain Grant’s paper, although it appears probable that there 
were among these fossils some admixture of species from a lower horizon. 
Until the whole of the Cutch and Sind fossils are thoroughly compared 
and determined, some doubt must remain as to the original horizon of a 
few Cutch species, but when the forms are common to the Gdj beds of 
Sind, and are not known to occur in older group of that area, it may fairly 
be inferred that they are probably restricted to the same horizon in Cutch. 

The Gdj, or miocene, rocks of Cutch consist of sandstones at the base, 
with a few nodular, marly and ferruginous bauds often containing Turri^ 
tella^ Venus granosa, and Corhula. Above the sandy beds are marly 
limestones and shales, next calcareous grits, and then a considerable 
thickness of shales, clays, and marls. The most fossiliferous beds are the 
marly limestones and shales. Only the echinoderms from these beds have 
as yet been critically examined, and of i6 species no less than 8 are also 
known from the Gdj group of Sind, one being Breynia carinata^ one of the 
most characteristic Gij forms. 

The miocene beds are more extensively developed in Cutch than are 
the nummulitics. They are found not only in the west of the province 
around the extremity of the Jurassic and trap area, but eastwards, renting 
upon the subnummulitic group, as far as about half w^ay across the province. 
To the westward, however, the present group is overlapped by the next 
ill ascending order. 

The representative of the Siwdlik rocks in the sub-Hi maldyaii 
tract, and of the ISlanchhar beds in Sind, appears to be widely developed 
in Cutch, and covers a large area, but it is very ill seen, being greatly con- 
cealed by alluvial deposits. The principal beds are more or less ferruginous 
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conglomerate, at the base, followed in ascending order by thick brown 
sands and obliquely laminated, nodular, calcareous, and sandy clays. Marino 
beds, with large oysters, are intercalated, as in southern Sind. It will pro- 
bably be found on further examination that this uppermost tertiary group 
in Cutch, as in Sind, passes down into the underlying subdivision in 
places, although to^ the eastward the latter appear.s to have been denuded 
before the deposition of the former. The upper tertiary group extends 
throughout southern Cutch from east to west, resting on the older tertiaries 
to the westward, but gradually overlapping them and the traps to the east- 
ward, and resting upon jurassic rocks in the extreme east of the province. 


In Kdthidwdr eocene beds have been recorded from Beyt island off the 
north-west extremity of the peninsula, by Dr. Carter,^ and though the 
Geological Survey of Kdthidvvdr failed to show the existence of any lowei 
tertiary beds on the mainland, it is impossible to accept Mr. Fedden’s 
suggestion"* that the record of the presence of nummulitic beds is due to a 
confusion between Patellina and Nummulina, Dr. Carter's statements 
are too specific to allow of such an explanation, and unless he was mis- 
informed as to the locality from which his specimens came, we may accept 
the presence of lower tertiary beds at the north-west extremity of the 
Kdthidwdr peninsula. 

With this exception the only known tertiary deposits are miocene or 
newer. They are found along the southern edge of the trap area, th(‘ 
principal exposures being at the eastern and w^estern extremities, with 
some narrow strips in the intervening area. They lie almost horizontal, arc 
much obscured by recent deposits and cultivation, and in the absence ol 
any deep cut sections no good general succession has been made out. In 
the south-eastern area they consist of shales and marls, wdiich contain many 
marine fossils, w'itli interbedded bands of a rusty conglomerate of clay 
pellets, and agates dcri\ed from the trap. 

With the exception of the echinoderms, the marine fossils collected in Kd- 
thidwdr have not been examined in detail, but many of them arc identical 
with Gdj species, and of the 13 species of Echinodermatayb^xitdXsoiowwA 
in the Gdj groups of Sind, the whole distinctly indicating a mioccne age.® 

The uppermost beds of the Kdthidwdr tertiaries appear to be sand- 
stones and conglomerates, of which the best known exposure is that in the 
small island of Perim or Piram — not to be confounded with the island 
of similar name at the entrance to the Red Sea. Perim island is a small 
reef of sandstones and conglomeiatcs, only 1,800 yards long by 300 to 
500 yards broad, which first achieved a geological celebrity through the 

* Geological Papers on Western India. Bom- 1 * Duncan and Sl.ulcn, Pal, Indico^ i»erie‘> 

bay, 1857, p. 743. I xiv, I, pt. 4, p. 80, (i88u). 

^ MemoiiS, XXI, 12.2, (1884). 

Y 
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discovery of fossil mammalian bones by the Baron von Hiigel in 1836, 
According to the most recent examination these bones are found in the 
conglomerate bands, but principally in a conglomerate bed which lies 
considerably below high water level and is obscured by a thick covering of 
mud for the greater part of the year. Duiing the months of April, May 
and June, however, the south-east end of the reef becomes scoured and 
free fiom mud, and specimens of fossil bones can be found. As in all other 
Indian localities for fossil bones, the first collectors found a rich harvest 
in the accumulation of ages, while their successors have to be content with 
but occasional and fragmentary specimens.* 

The known mammals from Perim island comprise ten species, of which 
four, Mastodon latidensy M, pertmemis^ Rhinoceros pei imensis, and 
Stis /lysud ficus f SLtQ common to the Siwdhk beds. All these forms aie, 
however, found in other fossil faunas; Mastodon perimensis and Sits 
hysudricus being met with in the lower Manchhar beds of Sind, Rhi- 
noceros periinensi^ in the Irawadi deposits, and Mastodon latidens in 
both, so that all the forms common to Perim island and the Siwdliks 
are clearly species of wide range. Ihe absence cA hlcpna^ and its sub- 
genera, and of bovines, and the presence of Dinothcttum^ tend strongly 
to make the Perim island fauna appear of gieater age than the SiwAlik 
generally, but on the otl er hand, the presence of so highly specialised 
a genus as Capra^ if the generic determination be accepted,* the occur- 
rence of Camelopardalis and Antilope^ and, above all, the absence, so fai 
as is known, of Anthrucothefinni^ Hyopotamus diXid. other older ungulatt* 
types so abundant in the miocene beds of Sind and the Punjab, are op- 
posed to the idea that the Perim island rocks can be of higher a itiquity 
than pliocene. They possibly occupy an intermediate position between 
the Siwdliks pioper and the Manchhars of Sind, but they are more nearly 
allied to the former. 

In the north- W'estern portion of the K^thi^wdr peninsula the fossili- 
terous Gaj beds are overlaid by what have been described as the Dvvark^ 
beds. They consist of soft yellow earthy or marly clays, gypseous in part, 
overlaid by more or less marly or arenaceous limestones, generally soft 
and porous, largely composed of Foraminifera cemented by calcite, or ol 
comminuted shells and corals. No recognisable fossils have been found 
in these beds, and their relation to the underlying fossiliferous miocene 
beds was not determinable; it is probably one of conformity in spite of 
the sudden change of lithological character. 


^ F, Fedden, Memoin, XXT, 39,(1884); see 
also V/, T, Blanford, Memoirs^ VI, 374, (1869). 

* It should not be forgotten that Capra 
perimensis is founded solely on a frontlet 


with the horn-cases, and that nothing is known 
of the greater part of the cranium, the teeth 
or the limb bones. See Ljrdekker, Pal. Indica^ 
series a, I, 83, I70, PI. xxviu, fig, 4, {1884). 
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Turning to Afgli^n-Turkistdn, there appears to be, as in Sind, a perfect 
conformity between the cretaceous and tertiary beds. In the synclinal of 
Mathar, 100 miles south-east of Balkh, the upper cretaceous limestones are 
overlaid by sandstones and greenish shales in- which no fossils were found, 
except an Excgyra and Cerithium^ and some fucoid markings and badly 
preserved remains of fishes and crustaceans. These beds ; may be 
regarded as eocene; they are overlaid by red sandstone, wdth a few 
clay bands and, towards the top, conglomerates composed principally of 
pebbles of upper cretaceous limestone, covered by a great thickness of sand- 
stones and shales, containing a few fresh water shells and passing upwards 
into soft gypseous clays.^ 

Besides the exposures in synclinal basins within the hills, a zone of 
tertiary beds is found all along the edge of the alluvium of the Oxus val- 
ley. Here, however, the eocene clays are wanting and the red beds with 
conglomerates rest directly, in apparent conformity, on the upper creta- 
ceous limestone. They pass upwards with a gradual transition into the 
recent deposits, and in the upper portion of the section, there occur beds 
which are undistinguishable from the recent wind blown loess of the Oxus 
valley. 2 


The northern extension of the Suldiman range has not been examined 
geologically, but there is good reason to suppose that the fringe of Siw.ilik 
rocks is continuous with great area of tertiary deposits, extending from 
the north-west corner of the Punjab along the outer edge of the Himalayas 
to the border of Nep^l. The general description of the Himalayan terti- 
aries, with which must be included those of the north-west corner of the 
Punjab, will be deferred to the following chapter, but it will be well to 
notice in this place a portion of the Kohit district west of the Indus, 
where the lower tertiarics exhibit some peculiarities not noticed elsewhere 
The eocene rocks are well developed in this region, and the section 
exposed, although only a few miles distant from parts of the Salt range, 
differs in some important points. The following is abridged from Mr. 
Wynne^s summary of the rocks exposed : — ^ 

Thickness in feet, 

Upper saudstones.Soiiy grey sandstones, clays and 

conglomerates to l,i;oo 

Lower Harder grey and purple sand- 

stones, bright red and purple clays, slightly cal- 
careous and pseudo-conglomeratic bands . , 3,000 to 3,500 

>C.L. Griesbach, Records XIX, 255, (i 886 ). | (1886) 

* C, L. Griesbach, Recoids, XIX, 257 » 2 S 9 » ' ® W>nne, Memons^ XI, 101, (1875). 


Pliocene and 
Miocene . 
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Ekncs^ )n feel, 
6o to lOO 


150 to 400 
50 to 300 

300 to 700 
(1,200). 

The legion examined is the hilly tract north of the Hannu plain and 
of the Chichclli hills, and extending fiom the Indus, on the east, to llie 
British fiontier. The ground is traversed by a series of east and \^est 
ranges, chiefly fomied of ciiishcd and hiokcn anticlinals of the numnuilitic 
limestone and the associated rot ks. 

The rotk salt and g}psuni at the base of the tertiary series in tin 
Kohdt region are veiy important and lemarkable, J he salt consists ol 
a more or less ( lyslalliiu mass, usually grey in colour, ^vith transparent 
patches, and nevei 1 eddish like the salt of the Salt range. A fen earth) 
bands oc< nr, but th<‘ poition of the ^vhole mass too impure to be worked 


! Vppn Niimmulitic limestone and some 

{ shaly bands ....... 

1 Red clay eoney or lower ntimmuliiic . — Red clav» 
l^ocpNi- ^ lavender coloiitcd near the top. occasionally with 

Nunimnhtes. The lower portion of the red clays 
f in places is partly or wholly replaced by fossilifer- 
[ ous sandstones, thick greenish clays and bands of 
\ limestones, all containing N ammuliiiei, 
f Gypsum, — While, gic> or black gypsum with bands 
\ of clay 01 shale • . . . 

<RoLk Ihickbeds of salt, almost pure. The 

/ base not seen ...... 



Fig. 18. — Hill of rock salt, 200 ft. high, at Bahddur Khel, after Wynne. 

for commercial purposes is but small, although there is no attempt at 
refining the salt, which is exported for sale in the form in which it is 
mined. In some places the uppermost layer is dark coloured, almost black, 
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and bituminous. The quantity of salt is something mat vcllous ; in the 
anticlinal near Bahadur Khcl alone, rock salt is seen lor a dist^ince of 
about eight miles, and the thickness exposed exceeds i,ooo feet, the width 
of the outcrop being sometimes more than a quartei of a mile. As a rule, 


E&stcm S(iU hiD 
fault ^OOtfutiti0VfVitU^y 



Fig. 19 —Sectioti tlirougli the Rtili aim Kla 1 s ilt locality, after Wynne 

the salt contains sulphate of lime (gypsum), but none of the potassium 
and magnesium salts of the Salt range b<*ds. 

Above the salt come gypsum and cla)s, as in the Salt range, but the 
colours, white and grey, are very dittcrent, and the w hole appearanc e, of both 
salt and gypsum, is so distinct fiom the Salt range marl that, although 
there is no indication of salt beds at a higlu r lev('l in the Salt range 
itself, and although the outcrop of t’ae salt marl tlose to Kdlabagh on the 
Indus is only eighteen miles from one ol the Koliit icxk salt n'giuns, it 
appears probable that the salt bearing locks in the Koluit district may 
belong to a very different horizon from that occupied by the same miner- 
als in the Salt range series, a supposition supported by the fact that a great 
series of mesozoic and palaeozoic beds intervenes, throughout the Salt 
range, between the nummulitic group and the salt marl, whilst in Kohtlt 
the former rests with apparent conformity upon the gypsum and salt. It 
is by no means certain that the Kohdt salt and gypsum are eocene, but, in 
the absence of any evidence to the contiary, it appeals best to class 
them wdth the nummulitic beds immediately overlying them ^ 

Overlying the gypsum, there is usually found a thick bed of deep 
red clay, whose eocene age is proved by the occasional occurrence of 
nummulites in the upper portion. Sometimes the red clay is wanting, and 
apparently replaced by grey or olive coloured clays, marls, and limestones 
containing nummulites, but the replacement is not clearly proved. 
Above the red clay zone come earthy limestones, clays, and shales 
with nummulites. The main band of limestone is very much thinner 
than in the Salt range, but is, as usual, massive, pale coloured, and full 
of Nummulites^ Alveolina^ etc. The overlying foimation, consisting of 
sandstones and clays, in which dark red and purple colours predominate, 
exceeds all the eocene beds in thickness, and is probably, like the sand- 

‘ These conclusions would have to be modi- | the salt and gypsum is adopted,— see supta, 
fied if the hypothesis of hypogene origin of p ui. 
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stones and clays overlying the nummulitic limestone of the Salt range, 
really of much later age than the limestone on which it rests. 

Pebbles of nummulitic limestone are said^ to be found in the lowest 
beds of the sandstone, and some reptilian bones (not determined), silici- 
fied fossil wood, and a few ill preserved, ribbed, bivalve inollusca have 
been found, but no characteristic organic remains. 'Ihe beds resemble 
those of the Murree group and pass upwards into undoubted newer tertiary 
(Siwcilik or Manchhar) strata of the usual character, the red colours be- 
coming rarer, and the usual drab grey sandstones and orange or drab clays 
being the prevailing rocks. 

When traced in a westerly direction towards Thai, the eocene beds 
are said to change in character, the limestones being replaced by haid 
sandstones and greenish grey or purple shales and, cn the right bank of 
the Kuram river opposite Thai, volcanic beds occur among them. '\ he 
beds are said to be penetrated and indurated by intiusions of a daik 
coarse crystalline trap, and besides the intrusions agglomerates and fine 
grained tufaceous trappean beds are found in alternating layers.'^ No 
other occurrence of volcanic beds in the eocene of northern India is known, 
and as the Thai locality was visited under circumstances extremely un- 
favourable for geological investigation, too much impoitance must not be 
attached to the observations. 


No low( r tertiary rocks are known south of the great snowy range of 
the Himalayas, between the small outliers folded among the pre tertiary 
slates in western Garhw^l and their re-appearance on the southern side 
of the Assam range. Nearly the whole of this trait of the Himdla^as is 
inaccessible to geological observation and it cannot consequently be 
stated with confidence that the lower tertiaries are altogether wanting, 
but the general run of their northern boundary, in the north west portion 
of the Himalayas, appears to indicate that the eocene coast line trended 
south of the present limit of the Himalayas, and makes it improbable 
that any lower tertiary marine beds would be found east of Garhwil^ even 
if the country now inaccessible were open to observation. 

At the western extremity of the Giro hills the nummulitic deposits 
contain only one thin band of limestone about 40 feet thick, lesting conform- 
ably upon the cretaceous sandstone. Even this limestone is often earthy, 
nodular and ochreous, with shaly partings, the purer portion bi ing generally 
formed of a mass oiNummuhtes granulosa^ in various stages of grow'th. The 
series generally exhibits a shallow water type and an approach to the original 
margin of the eocene sea* Throughout the formation there are no clear 

I A. B. Wynne, Menvoirs, XI, 170, (1875). I » A. B. Wynne, :Biecords, XII, m, (1879). 
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sandstones ; clays and soft earthy sandstones overlie the limestone and are 
with difficulty distinguished from the succeeding upper tertiary deposits. 
This character is most pronounced at the w^est end of the hills, wdiere the 
formation strongly resembles the most characteristic beds of the Subathu 
group in the north-west Himalayas. No coaly layer has been found in the 
series in the G.lro area. The lower tertiary beds are not confined to the 
southern margin of theGaro hills, outliers being found in some of the basins 
of the cretaceous rocks north of the Tur^t range. The country has not, 
however, been sufficiently closely surveyed to show whether these indicate 
the same thinning out and approach to the original shore line as is seen in 
the Khisi hills further east. 

A number of fossils obtained from the lower tertiary beds of the Gdro 
hills appear to belong, so far as they can be identified, to eocene species,^ 
and the presence of bands of limestone full of nummulites is in itself sulfi- 
cient to fix the age of these beds as eocene. 

To the east, the nummulitics show a change to deposits of more pelagic 
character, in which there is a great development of clear luimmulitic lime- 
stones. The transition between the prevailing types of deposits in both 
the cretaceous and nurnmulitic strata is in the ground, described by 
Colonel Godwin-Austen, on the confines of the Gdro and Khasi hills, 
w'herc the upper tertiaries have been almost denuded away from the base 
of the range, and here a partial unconformity was noticed between these 
systems. 

The general character of the nurnmulitic series at the foot of the Klulsi 
hills is shown by the section in the Tharia river, where the following beds 


are exposed, all with a high southerly dip : — ^ 

Feet. 

7. Limestone, coarse, ma^^sive, blue ••...» 200 

0. Sandstone, clear, yellowish, coarsish . • . . .100 

5. Limestone, fine, compact, blue or pink ..... 200 

4. Sandstone, earthy, greenish, ochrey 50 

3. Limestone .......... 5 ^’ 

2. Sandstone, yellowish . . . . . • • .100 

1. Limestone 200 


Tor\(. , 900 


On the highlands immediately to the south-west of the station of Cherra 
Punji, there is a small plateau of nurnmulitic strata, very much reduced 
in thickness. The bottom 80 feet are of limestone, covered by about an 
equal thickness of sandstone, not markedly different from the underlying 
cretaceous rock. At about ten feet above the limestone there is a thick 
seam of bright coal, the well knowm Cherra coal.^ The limestone rests 

» Records, XX, 42, (1887). 1 Memoirs, I, 140, 185, (1858); Records, XXII, 

* Memoirs, VII, 164, (1869), 1 i^ 7 , (1889). 
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directly upon the surface of the Cherra sandstone, without any sign 
of denudation, and the bedding is parallel, having a southerly slope 
of three degret s.^ The fossils from this limestone were determined 
by Dr. Stoliezka; portions of the rock consist almost entirely of small 
specimens of Operetdina canaltfera^ Nummuliies lucasana^ and 
iV. ramondt\ both the last species very small, species of echinodermsj 
fragments of oysters, Pectetiy Cardium salteri and fragments of Natica 
Ccrithium, Turritellay etc.® 

Close to the north of the coal hill, the nummulitic beds occur again in 
equal thickness^ under the native town of Cherra Punji. The limestone 
is not seen heie, but this may be partly due to concealment. The num* 
mulitic sandstone forms the highest ground of the plateau from Cherra 
Punji to beyond Surarim, Carbonaceous markings are frequent in it, 
and at Lairangao, four miles north of Ch^^rra village, there is a workable 
seam of coal. It is at about the same height over the cretaceous sandstone 
as the seam at Cherra, but the underlying beds are all sandstone 
and shale, except one bottom bed of limestone, resting on the Cherra 
sandstone. In this limestone bed Operetdina ennalifera and Ntimmulites 
lamarcki are very common ; with these occur a TrochocyathuSy Styloccenia 
vicaryiy Echinolampas spherotdaliSy a small CarditUy PecteUy Natica roualtiy 
Keilostoma marginatum^ a ZiziphinuSy the small Cerithium hookeriy casts 
of a large Natica^ Centhiutn and Terebetlum} 

Under Surarim, only a mile from Lairangao, this bottom bed of lime- 
stone is wanting, being apparently overlapped by the carbonaceous 
sandstones, which themselves come to an end in a low bluff, two miles 
further north, near where the road bifurcates. 

In the corresponding section on the Bogapdni, below Chela, there is a 
coaly layer in the sandstone just over the bottom limestone, \\hich may 
biifficienlly establish the identity of these two bottom bands with those on 
the plateau above, the marine bed having increased in thickness, and 
this marine character is here strongly stamped upon the whole series. 

in the Kh^si hills, at least on the Cherra section, the northern thinning 


^ This little plateau at Cherra offers are- 
markable instance of a Conn of denudation 
that is not, perhaps, taken sufTicicnt account 
of in geolx.gical esplanations. The scarp is 
very regular and well defined at many points ; 
but the upper surface of the area, about a 
square mile in extent, is a chaos of tilted masses 
of the upper sandstone. This is clearly due 
to the more or less complete removal by solu* 
tion of the supporting limestone. Colonel 
Godwin* Austen has described a much larger 
instance of this form of denudation in the 
Gdro hills, where a considerable enclosed catch- 
ment basin is drained underground. 


As, Soc, Bcng., XXXVIII, pt. ii, 2., (1869). 

* Memoirs, VII, 167, (1869). The fosdls de- 
scribed from eastern Bengal by M.M. D’Archiac 
and Haime in their “Groupe Nummulitique de 
I’lnde" were all from the Khdsi hills ; but their 
specimens were so mixed, probably even inclu- 
ding fossils from the cretaceous beds, that the 
value of their identifications is dou.tful. As 
the authors themselves remark — “ On voit qu’il 
y a un certain vague dans les rapports d»* 
plusieurs des assises que nous venous 
d’indiquer.”— /. t:., p, 177. 

® These fossils were determined by Dr* 
Stoliezka,— VII, 167, (1869). 
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out of the nummuHtic series upon th^ gneissic plateau is not so clearly 
seen as in the case of the cretaceous rocks, because only remnants of 
the bottom bands are preseived there. It will be seen however, from what 
has gone before, that there is a distinct indication of a northerly thinning 
out of the lower tertiary beds and a disappearance of the marine type of 
deposits. The nummulitics have not been observed any where to rest upon 
the gneiss, so there is no proof of their having overlapped the cretaceous 
deposits, but it is presumable that they did so, for the sequence is con- 
formable, or at least parallel and undisturbed, and the nummulitics extend 
close up to the northern boundary, where the cretaceous beds arc very thin. 

I'he great thickening of the series in the sections at the southern foot 
of the hills points to the same conclusion, and if the occurrence of coaly 
beds in the Bogapdni below Chela at a horizon corresponding to bed No. 2 
of the section may be taken to indicate an equivalence with the coal bear- 
ing sandstone of the plateau, there is not only a great thickening of this and 
the underlying group, but there are some 600 feet of overlying strata which 
do not appear to be represented on the plateau to the north. 

The nummulitic limestones form the most prominent features of 
the low hills at the foot of the scarp along the Khdsi area, where they 
are in much greater force than elsewherej to the east or west. 1 his may 
be owing to a greater elevation in this position, whereby a deeper zone of 
the basin of deposition has been exposed to view. Pure limestone is still the 
chief rock of the group on the eastern confines of the Garo hills, west of 
the Uinblai, as described by Colonel Godwin-Austen, although the total 
thickness must be much less than in the Tharia section. 

To the east the nummulitic limestone is known to be w'ell developed 
ill the North Cachar hills, wdiere it has a thickness of 300 feet, resting on 
the cretaceous, and overlaid by the upper tertiary sandstones. In a north- 
easterly direction it has been traced as far as the hot springs of the Kapili 
valley.' 

No beds known to be of nummulitic age have yet been discovered in 
upper Assam, but a series of coal and peti oleum bearing rocks, conform- 
ably overlaid by sandstones of the upper tcitiary type, which appear to 
represent them, is exposed near the edge of the hills north of the Brahma- 
putra valley in the Sibsdgar and Dibrugarh districts. 

For detailed information regarding the distribution of the rocks 
Mr. Mallet’s Memoir must be referred to.* The measures are very 
much alike in all the exposures, seams of less than a yard in thickness 
are very numerous in some sections, and not unfrequently the coal beds 
attain much greater dimensions. In the Ndmddng, south of Rongreng 
in the Mdkum field, there is a seam 100 feet thick, containing at least 

* T. D. LaTouche, Records, XVI, 20X, (1883). | ^ Memoirs, XII, pt. 2, (1876). 
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75 feet of solid coal, and some very thick seams have been traced for more 
than a mile without diminution. The sandstones and shales ofien contain 
nodules and layers of clay ironstone. Earthy and ferruginous limestone 
occurs sparingly in thin concretionary bands, also some layers of hard 
tough magnesian limestone. The coal measure shales decompose into a 
very tenacious blue clay, differing in this respect from the Disang shales, 
which are more clunchy. 

On the interesting question of the age of these very important and 
extensive coal measures, there is little evidence for opinion and that little 
suggests a middle tertiary horizon. The coal itself is a true coal of 
superior quality, not lignite, as is attested by its composition — 



Fixed 

carbon. 

Volatile 

matter. 

All). 

Average composition of 27 Assam coals 

. 6o*o 

36-2 

3 'S 

Ditto of 17 Ranfganj coals 

• 51*1 

32*6 

16-3 


It is not unlike the nummulitic coal of the Kh^si hills, and quite unlike 
the cretaceous coal, which maintains its peculiar characteristics into clos(‘ 
proximity to the Assam fields. The only fossils found in the seams 
are bad impressions of dicotyledonous leaves and no trace of animal life 
has been seen in any of the associated rocks. The strongest point in the 
argument is the closely transitional relation between the measures and the 
Tipam sandstone, which is a very typical representative of the Siwdlik 
rock, and almost undoubtedly belongs to the upper tert’ary period. In 
the Khdsi hills, as in the Punjab, the nummulitic coal occurs near the 
very base of the formation. There are about i,ooofeet of marine nummu- 
litics above the coal bed in the Tharia section, but the upper Assam 
coal measures, if they are nummulitic at all, would seem to belong to the 
upper limits of the series. 

The nummulitic beds in the Gdro hills pass into the upper tertiaries, 
which may here be divided into a lower group of fine grained sand 
stones with marine fossils, and an upper unfossilifcrous group of rusty 
sandstones, variable in grain, with grey shales. These uppermost tertiary 
beds have not yielded any fossils to recent observers, but in 1821 Mr. Cole- 
brooke read to the Geological Society of London ^ some observations 
on these rocks by Mr. David Scott, then Commissioner of Kuch Behar. 
In those days the Brahmaputra flowed at the foot of the hills, and at one 
spot on the left bank Mr, Scott found some fossils. The exact locality 
is not given, but it was somewhere between the K^lu and Mahendraganj 
(or Karibdri), probably nearer the latter place. The position in the series 
is not known, but it seems certain that the bed belonged to the rocks of 
the hills, not to the older alluvium, for it is described as at the foot of a 

^ G«oL Trans.^ series ii, I, 132, (1824). 
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small hill, rising about twenty feet over the general elevation of the plain. 
The fossils were a strange mixture of marine with land and fresh water forms, 
and amongst them Mr. Pentland described^ the teeth of Anthracotherium 
silistrem^ey a species that has since been found in the Manchhar (upper 
miocene) beds of Sind.® 

The change of character that is so marked in the cretaceous and 
nummulitic deposits from west to east has not been observed in the upper 
tertiaries ; there certainly can be no striking feature of this kind. A 
massive soft greenish sandstone is the most prominent rock. It is some- 
what like the common Siwdlik rock, but piore earthy and of darker hue. 
The associated beds are mostly grey shales, unlike the brown and ochrey 
clays of the sub- Himalayan series, and the fossils show that even at the 
western end of the range the deposits are, in part at least, marine. In Mr. 
Scott^s notes of the section on the Brahmaputra, local contortions arc 
noticed, and this condition increases eastwards. On the Sumesari, 
nearly sixty miles further east, where the tertiary zone is fourteen miles 
wide, the state of disturbance is still only partial.^ At the southern edge 
of the hills the dip is 40° to the south, in very new looking strata, there 
is then a broad band in which the beds are flatly undulating, after which 
they rise again with a steady and increasing southerly dip. 

Nothing like a general unconformity in the tertiary series was noted in 
the section of the Sumesari. 

Further east lies the ground described by Colonel Godwdn- Austen on the 
confines of the Garo and Khdsi areas, where the upper tertiary rocks have 
been almost denuded away from the base of the range, the little that is left 
of them being nearly vertical. Here, too, is the transition ground of the 
prevailing marine type of deposits in both the cretaceous and nummulitic 
strata. Here a partial unconformity was noticed betw'een these formations 
and this is the only position in the w'estern pait of the range where the 
upper tertiaries have been found on the plateau inside the line of dis- 
turbance. The summit of Ncngkulang hill (2,070 feet) is formed of 
rusty sandstones and shales, resting horizontally upon the undisturbed 
nummulitic limestone. In a collection of fossils from these beds, sent by 
Colonel Godwdn-Austen, Dr. Stoliezka found the genera Conusy Dolium^ 
Dentalium^ Cardita^ CardiunXy Teilina^ Nucula^ Leda^ Cucullwa^ and 
several others, and he remarked that none of the species, so far as 
recognisable, appeared to be identical with those knowm from the num- 
mulitic beds of the same district. 1 his fact suggests that these detached 
beds on the heights may be an overlap of some beds of the series 
higher than those that seem to be in transitional sequence with the 

^ GeoU Trans , series ii, II, 393, (1829). . ^ Memous, VH, 193* (1869). 

* Recoids, X, 77, (187;). I 
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iiuminulitics in the sections to the west. This view is strengthened 
by the fact that Colonel Godwin- Austen observed some cases of local 
denudation unconformity between these fossiliferous sandstones and the 
nunirnulitic limestone, the strata being still quite parallel.^ 

The exposure of upper tertiaries south of the G4ro hills narrov\s in an 
easterly direction, and from about twenty miles east of the Sumesari river 
the disturbed upper tertiaries have been removed by denudation, along the 
foot of the Khdsi and Jainiia hills. They come in again where the strike 
of the disturbance, which marks the southern margin of the plateau of the 
Assam range, turns north-easterly, and occupy a large area in the hilly 
country between Assam and Burma, and to the south of the Cachar valley. 

The observations in this country are scanty and scattered. In the 
Kasom range, on the eastern limit of Manipur territory, they consist of 
sandstones with but few argillaceous bands, containing numerous car- 
bonised fossil tree trunks, and nests of coaly matter, but no coal seams 
were observed. Further south, however, well marked coal seams have 
Been found in what appear to be the same beds on the west side of the 
Chindwin river, h^ossil resin was found in the Manipur hills, and it is 
probable that the amber mines of Upper Burma are excavated in beds ol 
this age.* 

Further north marine fossils, among which is an undetermined 
species of Venusy were found near S^maguting in beds which probably 
represent the lower group of the Gdro hills. 

In upper Assam, the upper tertiary beds were described by Mr. Mallet as 
the Tipam and Dihing groups. The greenish grey, pepper and salt, 
sandstone of the Tipam range undoubtedly alternates with the top beds 
of the coal measures, but the shaly beds rapidly cease and the sandstone 
liecomes very massive. Some coaly partings were also observed well uj) 
in the Tipam group, and fossil wood, whether silicified or semicar- 
bonised, sometimes in very large blocks, is common throughout this great 
sandstone formation, as well as in the upper conglomeratic beds. 

The upper (Dihing) group is less like the corresponding group of the 
Siw^liks than is the Tipam sandstone, and two points are noteworthy in 
it. Some of the bottom beds are coal conglomerates, made up almost 
exclusively of rolled fragments of coal, presumably of the coal seams 
underlying the Tipam group. This peculiar conglomerate has been 
observed, at great distances apart, at the top of the Tipam sandstone 
along the main fault. The ordinary conglomerates of the group are 
composed of well rolled pebbles of fine hard sandstone, identical in 
appearance with the Disang sandstone. The beds associated with these 

* Jouf, As, Soc Beng., XXXVIll. pt ii, 14 , 1 » Memoirs, XIX, 226, (1883). 
i6, (1869). 1 
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conglomerates are blue sandy clays, not like the brown and red clays of 
the upper Siwdliks, at least of north-western India. 

The distribution of these upper tertiary sandstones presents some 
peculiarities which require notice. At the eastern end of the Assam range 
they come in where the zone of disturbance which marks its southern 
face diminishes in intensity and at the same time turns to the north- 
east. From here they extend eastwards into the Patkoi range, but 
do not extend across the hill country of Manipur, In the parallel of 
Manipur city there is a stretch of about 100 miles broad of pretertiary 
beds, before the upper tertiaries are again found capping the range which 
looks down on the Chindwin valley. To the north of the valley of 
Manipur the upper tertiories are found capping the higher ranges, and 
further north, in the Ang4nii Nig^i hills, there is only some ten or twelve 
miles between the boundary of the sandstones forming the high peak of 
Japvo and the margin of the eastern area of upper tertiaries. No details 
are known of the geology of the hills to the north-east of this, but the pre- 
tertiary slates and sandstones of Manipur and the Angdmi NdgA country, 
appear to be represented by the Disang group in the coal fields of upper 
Assam. Whether there is a continuous outcrop of pretertiary slates 
in the intervening ground is not known, but in the Singpho country 
further oast, the pretertiary beds arc completely cut out by the tertiaries, 
which extend continuously from the plain to the crest of the range. 

In a southerly direction from Manipur much the same appears to take 
place, for east of Chittagong Mr. La Touche found nothing but tertiary 
rocks on the route across the hills. It would seem, therefore, that the 
Manipur hills are an area of special elevation from which the newer beds 
have been removed by denudation. 

In the last paragraph it has been assumed that these deposits originally 
extended over the area where they are now wanting. There is no ch'rect 
proof that they ever did so, and the general resemblance in type to the 
Siwdliks along the foot of the Himalayas might suggest that they were 
deposited under similar circumstances, and that their original was not very 
different from their present extension, but in spite of a certain lithological 
similarity to the Himalayan Siwiliks, there is a much greater uniformity 
on different sections than they exhibit. The present boundaries, too, are in 
all cases evidently due to denudation, and there can be little doubt that 
they once extended right across the hills which separate Assam from 
Burma, at any rate north of Manipur. The presence of marine fossils in 
these sandstones shows that they were deposited under different condi- 
tions to the Himalayan Siwdliks, which we will see were formed 
subaerially by streams, under circumstances closely resembling those 
that now prevail along the foot of the Himalayan range. 
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Upper tertiary beds occupy a large area in Upper Burma, both in the 
valleys of the Irawadi and Chindwin rivers, and in the hills to the west of 
them. Little is known of this area, as no detailed geological survey 
has yet been practicable. Coal seams are found interbedded with the sand- 
stones west of the Chindv\in river, and of the Irawadi above Mandalay, as 
also in the small outlying patcher of upper teitiaries in the Shan hills. 
Further south the petroleum of Burma is derived from upper tertiary beds, 
though there are also some occurrences of veiy minor importance in the 
older tertiaiy rocks of Pegu. 

It is not till w'e reach the province of Pegu that anything approaching a 
detailed account of the teiliary deposits is available, where they were 
divided by Mr. Theobald into three main groups, supposed to correspond 
more or less to the eocene, miocene, and pliocene of the huropean classi- 
fication, but it will be best to letain the local nomenclatuie, as the fossil 
evidence is by no means sufficient to establish their complete equivalence. 
The three main tertiary groups are as follows : 

3. bossil wood group . . . . Sand gravels, etc , with silicificd wood and 

mammalian bones 

2. Pegu group • • . . . Shales and sandstones, occasionally cal- 

careous; fossils niimeious, 

f. Nummulitic • . . « , Shales and s.indstone, w th some lime- 

stone bands containing nummulites, etc. 

There is but little to distinguish the nummulitic beds of Pegu from the 
Ma 1 and Negrais rocks, beyond the much smaller amount of altt ration 
that they ha\e undergone, the more frequent appearance of fossils, 
and the occasional occurrence of limestone containing nummulites, especial- 
ly in the higher part of the group. The ordinary beds are sanc.btones 
and shales, unaltered but frequently bard and compact. The distinction 
from the Negrais rocks is far from absolute. The tendenc) to a passage 
between the two, at the foot of the hills, has already been noticed, and 
there are in places, within the nummulitic area, hills formed of hardened 
masses, perhaps older than the rocks around, but which have much the 
appearance of being the same beds, slightly altered 

The main outcrop of the nummulitic rocks extends from north to south 
throughout the province of Pegu, betw een the Arakan hills and the Irawadi 
river. The beds have a general dip to the eastw’aid, but to the southward 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to define the base of the formation, on account 
of the apparent passage from the nummulitic into the Negrais rocks. To 
the northward, west of Thayetmyo, near the former boundary of Biitish 
territory, the section is better dehned.* In the Hlwa ^Lhowa) stream, 

» Memoirs, X, 327, (1873). nummulitics. The infor-wation necessi 

* The teds formerly classed as inassic, on tating this change was not received in time to 
the strength of a mistaken identification of a be incorporated in the text or in the geologi- 
bossil (supra, p. 145) must be included with cal map. 
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sixteen miles west by south of Thayetmyo, upwards of 4,000 feet of hard 
sandstones, mostly grey, and of blue, grey, or yellow shales, arc exposed, 
but throughout all this thickness of beds no fossil remains have been de- 
tected, except a few carbonaceous markings. Apparently, at a somewhat 
higher horizon on the Ma-tun stream, which joins the Hlwa from the 
north, there is a great thickness of massive blue shales, of rather a dark 
indigo blue in general, but sometimes of lighter colour. These shales 
cannot be much less than 3,000 feet in thickness, but they are almost 
as unfossiliferous as the sandstones and shales on the Illwa, the only 
organic remains found being some cycloid fish scales. Above these 
there is again a great thickness of sandstones and shales, mostly un- 
fossiliferous, but containing a few layers with nummulites, and at the top 
of the whole group is a band cf nummulitic limestone, fiom 10 to 100 feet 
thick. This limestone, however, is by no means continuous. Where it 
occurs, it seems to be the uppermost band of the group, but it frequently 
appears to thin out, and in fact to consist of irregular lenticular bands in 
shale, rather than of an unbroken bed. Denudation may, perhaps, have 
removed the limestone in places before the deposition of the next group. 
Other bands of limestone occur at a lower horizon, but they are more 
irregular than that at the top of the group. 

1 he w’hole thickness of the formation must be considerable — probably 
not less than 10,000 feet but no estimate of any value can be made, 
on account of the imperfect manner in which the rocks are seen. In 
northern Pegu, west of Thayetmyo, the breadth of the eocene outcrop 
from cast to west is seventeen miles, but, a few miles to the south, 
the width diminishes, till, west of Prome, it is not more than six. The 
belt again expands in breadth near Akauktaung, on the Irawadi above 
Myanaurg, but the beds are veiy poorly exposed in general, being covered 
w ith gravel and other later deposits. Farther to the southward, west ol 
Myananng and Henzada, the nummulitic rocks are much concealed by 
posttertiary gravels and from Henzada to Bassein the only rocks seen 
west of the Iraw adi plain are the altered Negrais beds. The nummulitic 
strata re-appear west of Bassein, and continue thence to Cape Negrais, 
but still the rocks are much concealed by gravel. Throughout the area, 
however, limestone with nummulites occasionally appears amongst the 
higher beds of the group, and a peculiar, very fine, white or greenish, 
argillaceous sandstone, with Foraminifera^ seen at Puriam point east of 
the Bassein river, and in Long island of that river, is also probably one of 
the uppermost eocene beds. This rock, known as Andagu-kyauk^ or 
image stone, is employed by the Burmese for carving into images of 
Buddha, and is quarried to some extent for that purpose. 

It is possible that nummulitic beds may crop out in places amongst the 
miocene rocks of the F^rome district, but the only known exposure of the 
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former in Pegu, apart from the belt just noticed as extending along the 
eastern side of the Arakan Yoma, is in a small ridge, known as Thon- 
doung, or lime hill, about five miles south of Thayetmyo, This ridge con- 
sists in great part of nummulitic limestone, resting upon shales and 
sandstones. In 1855 a promising bed of coal, 4 feet thick, was discover- 
ed in the latter, but it proved so irregular as to be of no value, the coal 
thinning out, and passing into a clay with mere laminae and patches of 
coaly matter, in the course of a few feet.' 

To the west of the Arakan range, limestone with nummulites has been 
noticed near Keantali, and there can be but little doubt that eocene beds 
extend along the coast for a considerable distance. The islands ol 
Ramri and Clieduba consist of sandstones and shales closely resembling 
those of Arakan, and doubtless belonging to the same series.* These 
beds are also very similar to the nummulitic rocks of Pegu. A few 
seams of coal have been found, resembling in character the nummulitic 
coal of Assam, and petroleum is obtained in several places. The lime- 
stone on the eastern side of Ramri island, as already mentioned, re- 
sembles that of the Arakan coast near Ma-f and Taung-gup, and may, there- 
fore, be cretaceous, but there is no marked character by which the rocks 
of the island can be divided into two series. 

Above the nummulitic formation of Pegu there is an immense thick- 
ness of soft shales and sandstones, often fossiliferous, but almost destitute 
of any horizon distinguished either by mineralogical characters or by 
organic remains. The base of fhis group is assumed to coincide with the 
band of nummulitic limestone already mentioned, but there is no clear 
evidence that this bed is the uppermost rock of the eocene group, and no 
unconformity has been detected between the nummulitic rocks and the 
next strata in ascending order. The upper limit of the middle tertiary 
rocks of Pegu is equally ill defined, there being a gradual passage from 
clays and sandstones with marine fossils into the gravels and sands with 
silicified fossil wood and mammalian bones. 

The fact is that without a thorough knowledge of the fossils the classi- 
fication of rocks so obscure and so ill seen as those of Pegu is a simple 
impossibility, and until the tertiary molluscs, echinoderms, and corals of 
southern Asia are better known, it is hopeless to attempt more than a 
general rough arrangement of the Burmese tertiaries. In the absence of 
sufficient fossil data for the proper determination of different beds, all that 
has been attempted at present is to class together all the marine beds ol 
Pegu above the nummulitic limestone, and without nummulites. The 
group thus constituted has been named the Pegu group frem its form- 
ing the greater part of the Pegu Yoma between the Irawadi and Sittaung. 

* T. OJdliawJ, Stfl. Rcc, Govt, India, X, 99^ (1856). » ^ F. R, Mallet Records, XI, 191, (187^. 
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There can be no doubt that a portion of this group is of miocene age, and 
corresponds generally to the Gaj group of Sind hut it is probable that 
representatives of other groups are included. 

'I he only approach to a subdivision of the Pegu group that has been 
suggested is the separation of a considerable thickness of soft uiifosiili- 
ferous blue shales, which rest upon the upper nuramulitic strata near 
Prome, and underlie the typical fossiliferous middle teitiary beds. 'I hese 
shales have been called the Sitsyahn shales, from a village on the Irawarli, 
eight and a half miles above Prome, whilst the overlying sandstones and 
shales with fossils are distinguished as Prome beds, from their cccur- 
rence in the neighbourhood of Prome. The Sitsyahn shales consist of blue 
clunchy clay with indistinct bedding, and greatly resemble some of the 
nummulitlc shales, except that they are somewhat paler in colour. The 
thickness of the subdivision is about 800 feet, and the beds have been 
traced for a considerable distance along the upper limit of the nummulitic 
rocks in the Prome district. 

The Prome beds succeed the Sitsyahn shales conformably, and are 
composed of grey sandstones, occasionally hard, but frequently argilla- 
ceous or shaly, hard yellow sandstones, and shales or clays of various 
colours. A section of about 2,500 feet of these beds is seen opposite 
Prome on the right bank of the irawadi, and probably a much greater 
thickness exists east of the river. One of the most fossiliferous beds is a 
band of blue clay exposed at Ka-ma on the Irawadi, eighteen miles above 
Prome. The position of this band is high, and, above if, a bed, abounding 
in Turritclla,\ and a hard sandstone containing corals belonging to the 
genus Cliuiociray are the high esl rocks of the group, and mark the passage 
into the fossil wood beds. 

It is almost useless to give any palaeontological details, foraminijet a 
and Echincdurviata are rare, and the mollusca are not, as a rule, very 
characteristic forms* A sessile cirriped, very common in some beds, 
closely resembles of the miocene in Sind. A feu small 

crabs occur, and small corals and sharks^ teeth are common. 

In one locality, Minet-taung (Myay-net-toung), twenty-four miles east- 
south-east of 'i'hayetmyo, a bedded volcanic rock, consisting of greyish 
trap, occurs inlerstratified with the rocks of the Pegu group and, to all 
appearance, contemporaneous. Nothing has been asceitained as to the 
source of this igneous formation. 

The Pegu group forms nearly the whole of the great range of hills, 
known as the Pegu Yoma, between the Irawadi and Sittaung, no older 
ro('ks being known, with any certainty, to occur in the country between the 
two rivers. “ The area occupied by the middle tertiary beds is very broad 
to the northward, where it extends from considerably west of the Irawadi 
to the base of the metamorphic hills east of the Sittaung, and contract 
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gradually between the alluvial plains of the two rivers to the southward, 
till it terminates in a long, narrow spur at Rangoon. West of the Irawadi, 
the Pegu group extends to a little below Prome, and some hills on the 
opposite side of the river below Prome are formed of the same beds. It 
is, however, not quite certain that no older rocks appear between the 
Irawadi and Sittaung for a species of Pseudodiadenia^ a genus ol 
echinoderms with cretaceous affinities, has been found in some beds in east- 
ern Prome and a Terehratula with a very cretaceous aspect was obtained 
near the town of Pegu. In the former case the beds appear to be high 
in the Pegu group, but owing to the great extent to which the surface of 
the country is concealed, both by gravel and other alluvial deposits, and 
by forest, it is most difficult to make out the geology satisfactorily, so that 
lower beds may have been brought up to the surface by faults or otherwise. 
In the case near Pegu the position of the beds is uncertain, 

A small island, known as Kau-ran-gyi on the Arakan coast, is com- 
posed of a very pale brown or cream coloured, calcareous sandstone 
or earthy limestone, containing echinoderms, molluscs, sharks^ teeth, 
and other fossils. The same rock occurs also at Nga-tba-mu on the 
mainland opposite Kau-ran-gyi island, but has not been detected else- 
where. The most abundant amongst the fossils are a species of Lobiphora 
[Echino discus) and an Echinolatnpas^ apparently E. jacquemoniu\ one 
of the commonest fossils of the Gaj group in Sind. The Echmodiscus also 
closely resembles a Gaj species. The bed is somewhat similar to the 
miliolite of KAthiAwAr, and rqay represent a portion of the F^egu group, 
but it is more probably of later date. One of the sharks^ teeth, however, 
closely resembles one found in the Pegu group south of Thayetmyo, 

The highest member of the tertiary series in Pegu is distinguished 
by the abundance of silicilied dicotyledonous wood, and is the source 
whence all the fragments of that substance, so abundant in the older and 
newer alluvial gravels of the Irawadi, are derived. The fossil wood 
group is much coarser than the underlying formations, and consists 
of sands, gravels, and a few beds of clay or shale, all, as a rule, being soft 
and incoherent, although occasionally hard sandstone or" conglomerate 
bands occur. The group is thus subdivided 

a. Fossil^wood Sand, in part gravelly and conglomeratic, characterised by 

a profusion of conneretions of iron peroxide. 

b. Fine silty clay, with a few small pebbles, 

c. Sands, shales, and a few conglomerate beds, with a little concretionary iron 

peroxide. 

The lowest beds, which pass downwards into the marine bands of the 
P^g'i contain occasional silicilied rolled fragments of wood, and a 

few mammalian bones Some sharks' teeth also occur. The thickness of 
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none of the subdivisions has been clearly ascertained, but the lower 
sands must comprise beds some hundreds of feet thick. The fine silty 
clay dees not exceed about 40 feet in thickness. This bed is quite un- 
fossiliferous, neither fossil wood nor bones having been found in it, and 
pebbles are rare, though a few occur. It thus forms a marked band in the 
group, and contrasts with the beds above and below it. 

The upper fossil wood sands and gravels are by far the most import- 
ant members of the formation, and it is from them that the greater por- 
tion of the silicified wood is derived. This wood occurs in the form of 
large and small masses, some being trunks of trees 40 or 50 feet long ; 
usually, however, such masses display marks of attrition, as if the tree 
stems had been transported to a distance and rolled, before being silicified. 
The wood is always, or nearly always, exogenous, a few rolled fragments 
of endogenous wood, found in newer formations, being, nevertheless, 
probably derived from the present group. The wood is not coniferous, 
but owing to the very considerable amount of decomposition it had 
undergone previous to silicification, its nature is difficult to determine. 
Besides the fossil wood another characteristic of this portion of the group 
is the abundance of concretionary nodules of hyjvated iron peroxide, 
which are in places so numerous as to have furnished a supply of iron ore 
for the native furnaces. Mammalian bones are of only local occurrence. 

The following is a list of the Verfehrata, exclusive of sharks^ teeth 
hitherto obtained in tlie Ira wadi valley from the beds of the fossil wood 
group. Those marked with an asterisk being also found in the Siwaliks 
of the sub- Himalayas 

Mammalia. 

Ursus, Sf . Tapyrus, sp. 

* Elephas [Siegodon) cUfitu Eguns, sp. 

* Mastodon latiden^. Hippopotamus [Hexapyt todon) iravadicn^, 

* „ Hvalensis, ^Merycopotafnus dtss vtih^ 

Rhinocet os inn adieus, Cervus, sp. 

* „ pertmensis. Vishnutheiium irovmi cum 

R., sp, i^os. sp. 

Ri-n ILIA.* 

CrocodfluSf sp, Eniy^f sp. 

Ghariahs, sp. Tt ionyx. sp. 

Tesiudo, sp. £ myda, sp. 

* Colossochclys atlas. 

The proportion of species identified with Siwalik forms is rather less 
than in the case of Perim Island, only five out of fourteen species of mamruals 
being regarded as identical, yet the general facies of the two faunas is 

* These genera are recorded amongst the 
Ava specimens in the collection of the Asiatic 
Society (Falconer, Catalogue of the Fossil Re- 
mains of Vertebrata, in the Museum of the 


Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, 1859 
p- 30) ; but as all the specimens were itnla- 
belled, theie is some doubt about the locality. 
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very similar. Both contain a considerable proportion of living geuera un- 
known in the middle tertiaries of Europe, together with some older forms, 
and the Jrawadi fauna may be regarded as approximately of the same age 
as the upper Sivvdliks, or pliocene if the views as to the relations of the 
Siwdlik fauna advocated in the piesent work be accepted. Silicified wood 
abounds in places in some of the Siwdlik beds of the Punjab and in the 
Manchhar beds of Sind, and is occasionally found in the sub-Himdlayan 
SiwAliks though the remains of trees are for the most part carbonised. 

Independently of the fact that the rocks supplying the materials 
from which the beds have been derived east and west of the Bay of Bengal 
are probably very distinct, there is some doubt as to the conditions under 
which the Burmese beds were deposited, owing to the frequent occurrence 
of sharks’ teeth, and it has been suggested that the fossil wood group may 
have been, in part at least marine or estuarine. The silicified wood itsell 
is never bored by xylophagous mollusca {Teredinidas or Pholadidas) and 
as not only all wood floating on the sea, but all found anywhere in tidal 
creeks in India at the present day, and even the dead trunks and branches 
of trees in places flooded by the tide, are riddled by boring molluscs, it is 
extremely improbable that the wood found in the Burmese pliocene beds 
can have been immersed for any length of time in salt water, whilst the 
tree stems can scarcely have been silicified before being imbedded, as they 
would have been in that case too heavy to be transported. It is true that 
the beds containing sharks’ teeth are not those in which the fossil wood 
is most abundant, but still some fragments of wood occur with the teeth, 
and mammalian bones are common. 1 he beds generally are much too 
coarse for estuarine deposits, and if they are marine it is difficult to under- 
stand why no molluscs, echinoderms, or corals occur. On the whole, it is 
most probable that the fossil wood beds, like the Siwdliks and Manchhars, 
.are fluviatile or subaerial, deposited by streams and rainwash, and that 
the sharks inhabited rivers, aa some species do at the present day. 

The fossil wood beds in Pegu are evidently the mere remnants of a 
formation which once occupied a far more extensive area, the former exist- 
ence of the beds being shown by the occurrence in abundance of fragments 
of silicified wood far beyond the present limits of the group. Judging 
Irom the occurrence of the larger blocks of fossil wood alone, and neglecting 
the small fragments in the alluvial gravels, the beds of the present group 
formerly extended far to the southward of their present limits, probably 
along the whole eastern side of the Arakan Yoma, and almost certainly 
«is far as Rangoon along the Pegu range. A considerable area in the 
Sittaung valley, north of Taung-ngu (Tonghoo), is also occupied by the 
fossil wood beds, ^.but no traces of the former existence of this group is 
found south of the Kabaung stream, which joins the Sittaung from the 
westward a little below Taung-ngu. There is rather more clay associated 
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with the pliocene beds in the Sittaung than in the Irawadi valley whilst 
in two small outlying patches, east and north of Taung-ngu, the group 
is represented by a form of laterite containing numerous pebbles. 

In Upper Burma the same beds are very extensively developed. They 
occupy large areas both east and west of the Irawadi, and between the 
Irawadi and the Chindwin above their confluence, as well as west of the 
hitter river. The details of their stratigraphy and distribution have 
not yet been worked out, and there is no published information sufh- 
ciently detailed or connected to be incorporated in this work. The 
petroleum of Upper Burma is derived from beds which appear to lie at 
the base of the fossil wood group, or the upper limit of the Pegu group. 

North of where the Irawadi crosses from the eastern to the western 
side of the depression between the hills of western China and the Shan 
states on the one hand, and of Manipur and the Arakan Yoina on the 
other, there are a number of intrusions and volcanic outbursts in the ter- 
tiary beds w'here exact age has not been determined, but appears to range 
from upper tertiary to pleistocene. 


Although nothing definite is known as to the age of the beds 
associated with coal in Tenasserim, except that they are in all probability 
tertiary, there is more likelihood that they belong to the newer tertiarics 
than to the older. They consist of conglomerates, sandstones, soft shales, 
and beds of coal. The conglomerates are never coarse, the pebbles seldom 
exceeding a few inches in diameter; the sandstones are fine, gritty, and 
pebbly, clean white quartzose sands, or earthy and of a yellowish tint ; and 
the shale beds are of a bluish green or blackish tint, very regularly disposed 
in thin laminae. The coal is also in thin laminae, with earthy bands. 

These coal bearing deposits, whose total thickness nowhere exceeds 
900 to 1,000 feetj are never traceable continuously over any extended 
area. They are found occupying isolated and detached basins in the 
great north and south valley of the Tenasserim river, between the main 
dividing range separating British Burma from Siam to the eastward, 
and the outer ridges near the sea coast to the westward. The small 
tracts of tertiary rocks are in all probability of fresh water origin, and 
have much the appearance of having been deposited in the small basins 
they now occupy. The only organic remains found are dicotyledonous 
leaves and scales and bones of fish.' 

In the Andaman and Nicobar islands the upper tertiaries are repre- 
sented by soft limestones formed of coral and shell sand, soft calcareous 

^ T, Oldham, Sel. Rec, ISovt. India^ X, 34, (1856). 
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sandstones and white clays with some bands containing pebbles of coral ’ 
They form the whole of the archipelago east of the great Andaman, whenc< 
they have been called the Archipelago series ; they are also developed in the 
great Andaman, more especially in the northern islands and on the west 
coast, as well as in the Nicobar islands. The only fossils that have been 
found are Polycystinx^ which were described by Ehrenberg from the clays 
of Nancowry harbour.* 

No contact section has yet been observed, showing their relations 
to the rocks, sandstones and shales, which are regarded as the equiva- 
lents of the Negrais rocks of the Arakan Yoma, but the generally newer 
appearance of the rocks, their less disturbed condition, and the fact that 
pebbles of serpentine have been found in beds which there seems good 
reason for referring to this series, leaves little room for doubt that they 
are newer, and not, as has been suggested, merely a lithological variety 
indicating different conditions of deposition. 


* For details, see H Rin 1 %, Die Nikobaris- 
chen Inseln , Copenhagen, 1847, and Sel Rec 
Gout IndiUf LXXVII, 109-— 154, (i87o)jF.von 
Hochstetter, Reised»f Novara, II, 83«-ii!2, 
1864), TlecotdSf II, 59 73»(jB69)} V. 


Ball, Jour, Aa, Soe Beng , XXXIX, pt 
26 , 231 , (1870), R D Oldlicim, Reouh, 
XVIII, 135. (j 88S) 

* Abkandl K, Akad IFm, Berlir^ 1875, p 

ti6. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

TEHTIAHIES OF THE HIMALAYAS. 

{Including the N.~W. Punjab.) 

Tertiaries of the central Himalayas — Tertiaries of the outer Hiirdlayas — Sirmur series — Si 
series — Homotaxis of the Siwdliks— Relations of Siwalik and recent faunas. 

The description of the tertiary deposits of the Himalayan range was 
excluded from the last chapter, as their bearing on the question of the age 
of the Himalayas as a mountain chain, and certain peculiarities which they 
exhibit, resulting from their mode of origin, render it more convenient 
to consider them separately. They are exposed in two distinct areas, and 
may be distinguished, according to their geographical position, as the ter- 
tiaries of the central, and of the outer Himalayas. The latter of these 
are much the most important, whether on account of the superficial area 
they cover, or the interest of the sections they exhibit, but it wdll be most 
convenient to take up the description of the central Himalayan tertiaries 
first and then pass on to the tertiaries of the outer or southern edge of the 
range. 

The existence of tertiary rocks in the central Himalayas has long been 
known, but even now the only information available is derived from ob- 
servations made on rapid journeys through an elevated and inhospitable 
region, where the rarefaction of the atmosphere offers a serious impedi- 
ment to physical exertion. 

1 he best known area is that of the upper Indus valley, where the 
tertiaries extend, for a distance of two hundred miles, in a south-easterly 
direction from Kargil in Kashmir territory. Along the whole of the north- 
eastern boundary, from Kargil to beyond Leh, if not to the extreme limit 
of Kashmir territory, they rest in unconformable contact with the metamor- 
phic rocks. Between Khalsi and Leh the lowest beds consist of coarse 
grained, sharp, felspathic sandstones, containing a large proportion of 
grains of undecomposed felspar, and including numerous large boulders of 
syenite and angular blocks of an intensely hard hornstone porphyry, whose 
original source is unknown. These beds have bcfn looked upon, with 
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some degree of reason, as probably of glacial origin.* They occur at the 
base of the nummulitics and no break or unconformity has been detected ; 
they are however overlaid by black carbonaceous shaly beds very like 
those of the carboniferous of Kashmir, and as no similar rock has been de- 
tected in the western portion of the outcrop, where th^ original contact 
with the pretcrtiary rocks is exhibited, it is possible that the glacial beds 
belong to the carboniferous period, and that there is an undetected break 
l)ctween them and the overlying unmistakeable nummulitics. 

The conglomeratic beds are succeeded by orange and brown sand- 
stones, often calcareous, which form the lowest member of the scries 
further to the north-west. Melania^ and a bivalve shell, which is piobably 
d Unio^ though it has been referred to Pholadomya or Panopoea^ have been 
found in the neighbourhood of Kargil, marking the beds as fresh water 
or estuarine in origin. 

I'he sandstones are succeeded by green and purple or dark red shales, 
and these are overlaid, between Klialsi and Nuria, by a thick band of 
( oarsc,blue, shelly limestone containing numerous discs, which are probably 
ill preserved nummulites. Above this comes a coarse limestone conglomc- 
late containing pebbles of the same limestone succeeded by shales and 
slates, generally of a grey colour. 

In the sections eastwards of Leh conglomerates are said to occur near 
the upper limit of the series, and these conglomerates contain pebbles of 
the volcanic beds, which will presently be described, and of nummulitic 
limestone. The occurrence of these last shows that the beds had locally 
been elevated and exposed to denudation, while elsewhere the process of 
deposition had gone on continuously. 

In the cenfal portion of the exposure the sedimentary beds are in 
direct contact with the older rocKs along their south-western margin, but 
at either extremity they are separated by a great series of volcanic rocks 
of a very basic type. There can be no doubt that these rocks, which form 
the upper limit of the tertiary system ot this region, are in the main con- 
tain ponaneous eruptive products, as they include beds of volcanic ash and 
agglomerate,^ but there are also numerous intrusive masses associated wdth 
the bedded traps. Basic trappean intrusions are also found in the pieter- 
tiary rocks south-w^est of the boundary, which are evidently connected with 
these same eruptive rocks. These intrusions are interesting as, at Puglia 
and in the Markha valley south of Leh, they are composed of peridotite, 
until lately the only recorded instances of ultrabasic rocks having been 
iound in India ^ 

On the north-eastern and north-western boundaries the tertiaries rest 

* R.Lydekker, Memoirs XXU, 104, p^3)j 1 (i 385 )j R, D. Oldham. Recoidst XXI, 154, 
R D. Oldham, Reeords, XXI, ISS, (1889). (i»88>. 

» C. A McMdbon, Reeords, XIX, 118, | * C. A. XIX. x 15 (1886) 



CENTRAL HIMALAYAS. 


3^7 


Chap. XIV.l 

on an eroded surface of metamorphics, showing that the present boundary 
marks an original limit of deposition in these directions. The south-western 
boundary, on the ether hand, is marked by great distuibance and the ter- 
tiaries certainly extended some distance beyond their present Hmit.^ 
Clear evidence of this original extension is to be found not merely in the 
nature of the boundary but in the existence (»f an outlier of nummulitic 
limestone, originally discovered by Dr. Thomson in 1852, on the Singhe 
L^. The correctness of the observation was at one time questioned, but 
was completely confirmed in 1888 by Mr. La Touche,® who described the 
rock as a black foetid limestone, full of nummulites, resting directly 
on the palaeozoic quartzites, without any intervening deposits of littoral 
type. The occurrence of an open sea formation in this outlier points 
to a southerly extension of the eocene sea, and it would be interesting 
to know whether there was direct communication with that in which 
the nummulitics of the Punjab were deposited. No outliers of tertiary 
beds are known in the country intervening betwxen the two principal 
exposures, but this country has not been examined in any detail, and 
has undergone such extensive denudation that, even if the nummulitics 
once extended over it, they may well have been completely removed 
or only represented by small patches, folded up with the older rocks, 
which would escape notice in any but the most detailed examination. 
The considerable lithological resemblance betw’een some of the beds of the 
tertiarics of the upper Indus valley and those of the Sub^thu and Dagshdi 
groups has been noticed by more than one observer, but this would not in 
itself be proof of former continuity, while the general shallow water type of 
the Subdthu group, and its complete overlap by the Dagshdi group on the 
inlicr of pretertiary limestone wdiich lies north of that at Ridsi, indi- 
cate a noithern limit of deposition of the tertiarics on the southern face of 
the Himdlayas. 

The fossils do not help us in any way, for, wdth the exception of those 
already mentioned, the only recorded fossils are Nununulites ramondi 
and N. exponensj from the Markha valley the former species has also been 
found in the outlier of the Singhe Ld,® and is known from the Kirthar and 
Rdnfkot groups of Sind. Besides these, some obscure remains w'crc obtained 
near Khalsi, which have been supposed to be Hippurites and a cepha- 
lopod allied to Hamites, but the fossils are altogether too ill preserved 
for determination. 

Besides the outlier already mentioned, there is one composed of basic 
traps forming the peaks known as D 24 and D 25 in Zanskar. It is not 


» R. D. Oldham, Records^ XXI, 156, (1888). 

* Records, XXI, 160, (1888). 

* F. Stoliezka, Memoirs, V, 343, (1865); R. 
Lydekker, Memoirs, XXII , 118,(1883). 


* F. Stoliezka, Memoirs, V,344, (1865). 

^ D'Archiac et Haime : Groupe Nutnmu- 
Utique de l*Indc, Paris, 1853, p. 176. 
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known whether these are bedded or intrusive. If the former, they are a true 
outlier of the Indus valley eocene volcanics ; if the latter they are doubt- 
less an old volcanic core, and indicate a former extension of Ihe volcanic 
beds beyond their present limits. Some small patches of sandstone and 
conglomerate, which have been regarded as tertiary,* are also found in the 
Chang-cheng-mo valley and near Drds, associated in the latter locality 
with basic traps. The information regarding them is scanty, and they do 
not need detailed notice here. 

Further to the east, in Hundes, the tertiaries are described by Mr. 
Griesbach * as composed of highly altered rocks, schists, phyllites and 
crystalline limestones, in which some distorted sections of Nummiilites 
were observed associated with intrusive diorite. Above these rocks come 
pepper and salt grey sandstones, very like some of the low^er Siwdlik 
sandstones, whose relation to the iiummuliferous beds was not observed, 
but is said to be probably one of unconformity. Both these are highly 
disturbed, dipping to the north-east, and are unconformably covered by 
the horizontal deposits of the H undes plain, once regarded as upper 
tertiary, but now shown to be of pleistocene age. 

The only igneous rocks in this section appear to be* intrusive diorites, 
but a large development of basic traps was observed by Gen. R, Strachey 
further to the north, in the neighbourhood of the great lakes of Tibet, 
which probably represents the volcanics of the Indus valley tertiaries. 

Nothing is known of the geology of the w’^hole northern face of the Hima- 
layas east of the Hundes plain except for one spot north of Sikkim. In 
the neighbourhood of the Cholamo lakes Sir J. Hooker observer’ con- 
glomerates, slates and earthly red clays, and a compact blue limestone ** full 
of encrinitic fossils and probably nummulites'' which may be a con- 
tinuation of the central Himalayan tertiaries.® 


The tertiaries of the outer Himdlayas arc found in a narrow zone of 
upper tertiary rocks, extending the whole length of the Himalayas, and 
continuous at the surface, so far as is known, except for a stretch of about 
fifty miles at the foot of the Bhutdn hills, where they are covered by a great 
accumulation of recent deposits. West of the Ganges the tertiary area 
begins to widen out, and lower beds come in, till in the extreme north-w’est. 
beyond the Jehlam, there is a very complete representation of the tertiary 
sequence. It is only that portion of the tertiary area which lies beyond 

* F. Stoliczka, Records^ Vll,i5, (1874) ; R. Ly- * Himalayan Journaltf| London, 1855, II, 156, 

dfkker, Memoirs, XXII, 113, 115, (1883). 177. 

* Memoirs^ XXIII, 83, (1891). 
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the western frontier of Nepdl that has been examined in any detail, and 
here the best known areas are the hills below Kumdun and Garhwal, the 
section south of Simla, and the area beyond the Jehlam river. The classi- 
fications of the rocks that were adopted by the surveyors of the north- 
western area and of that south of Simla differ from each other, but the 
intermediate country has since been examined sufficiently to show the 
probable equivalence of the rock groups as indicated in the following 
table : — 

North-West Area. Simla Area. 


Upper Siwdlift 

Lower (red and grey) Siwdlik 

Murree beds . 

Upper Nummulitic . 

Lower Nummulitic. 



Upper Tert, ary .f 

Sm4Uk series ] Middle Stwdhk. 

L Lower (Ndhan) Siwdlik. 


Lower Tertiary 
Sirmur series 


Kasaiili gioup. 
Dagshai group. 
Subdthu group. 


According to the order of description adopted in this work the lower 
nummulitic strata of the hills beyond the Jehlam, which do not, strictly 
speaking, form part of the Himdlayas, ould stand first for description, 
but as the reasons for considering them older than the Subdthu group can 
only be understood* after the description of the Sirmur series, the strict 
chronological order will not be adhered to, and the description of these 
beds will be left till after that of the series which overlies them. It will 
be best to begin w’ith the area which, from priority of description, must 
remain the standard to which the sections of other districts must be 
referred. 


In the hills near Simla, the marine nummulitics, with the upper groups 
of the low'er tertlarics, appear from below more recent deposits a short way 
west of the Sutlej river, and rising into the high ground of what are known 
as the lower Himalayas, extend for some 8o miles till they disappear 12 
miles east of Nalian, re-appearing as outliers east of the Ganges. 
Throughout part of this region the Sirmur series, as it has been named, ^ is 
separated from the upper portion of the tertiary system by a nanow 
strip of pretertiary rocks, and by the great dislocation, or main boundary, 
which forms one of the leading features in Himalayan geology. The 
rocks are everywhere highly disturbed, and structurally belong rather to 
the Himalayan area proper than to the tertiary area of the sub-Himilayas, 
but at the north-western extremity of the exposure they run down into the 
sub-Him41ayas, and the marine group becomes covered by moie recent 
deposits in a manner that has not been worked out in detail. 

* Manual, ist ed., p. 524. The scries was description in the text is partly based on 
first described as the Subdthu group (il/moirs, Mr. Medlicott’s descriptions (/otf. «V.), and 
lll.pt. ii, p. 74), a name which was subse- partly on subsequent unpublished observations 
quent^y restricted to its lowest member. The by the present writer. 
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The lowest of the three groups, into which the Sirniur series has 
been divided, is named after the military station of Sub^thu, iiear which 
it is well exposed. It consists principally of greenish grey and red gypseous 
shales, with some subordinate lenticular bands of impure limestone and 
sandstone, the latter principally found near the top of the group. tUc 
beds are everywhere highly disturbed, and the boundary with the pretertiary 
slates and limestones is almost always faulted, but wherever an original con- 
tact section is found, in the Jammu hills, at Subdthu, at the termination of the 
main Sirmur area east of Ndhan, and again in the outliers east of the Ganges, 
there is always a parallelism of stratification between the beds below and 
above the junction, and the bottom bad of the Subdthii group is a peculiar 
ferruginous rock, containing pisolitic grains of iron oxide and closely re- 
sembling the laterite of the Peninsula, whose occurrence at this horizon 
in the extra-peninsular area is interesting in connection with the occur- 
rence of laterite in the numniulites of Sind, Jaisalmer, Cutch and Surat. 
This rock is very well seen at Subdthu itself, where it was first observed 
and described, and in the shaly beds immediately overlying it there is a 
seam of impure coal The coal is too impure and too crushed to be of an) 
economic value, but its occurrence is of interest, as will appear in the 
sequel. 

'Ihe Subdthu group is overlaid, with perfect conformity, by a great 
thickness of hard grey sandstones, interbedded with bright red nodular 
clays, known as the Dagshdi group. The transition from the Subcithu to 
the Dagshii group, though perfectly conformable, is somewhat abrupt, and 
marked by the presence of a g^oup of passage beds, comprising a pecu- 
liar pisolitic marl with small calcareous concretions scattered through 
a matrix of red clay, a white sandstone full of irregular shaped highly 
ferruginous concretions of some inches in diameter, and pure white sand- 
stones associated with dark purple or liver coloured shales, differing 
markedly in appearance from the general run of those above or below 
them. 

The beds of the Dagshdi group proper consist almost exclusively of 
tw'O distinct types of rock. One is a bright red or purple, homogeneous 
tlay, weathering into small rounded nodular lumps ; the other a fine grained 
hard sandstone of grey or purplish colour. The clays prevail in the lower 
part of the group and the sandstones, in beds of lo to 50 feet thick, form 
but a small proportion of the total thickness, but in the upper portion of 
the group they increase, at the expense of the clay beds, till at the top 
there is about 200 or 300 feet of sandstones, with a few thin bands of red 
clay, which it is impossible to class definitely either with this group or the 
succeeding one. 

As will have appeared from the preceding paragraph, the passage from 
the Dagsliii to the Kasauli group is perfectly transitional, indeed the 
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distinction of the two merely depends on the absence of the bright red no- 
dular clays of the Dagshdi group. The Kasauli group is essentially a 
sandstone formation in which the argillaceous beds are quite subordinate 
in amount. The sandstones are mostly of grey or greenish colour, and 
though some of the beds are as hard as anything in the Dagsh^i group, 
they are, as a rule, softer, coarser, more micaceous, and at times distinctly 
felspathic. The clay bands are gritty, micaceous, and but seldom shaly ; 
in the lower part of the group they often have a remarkably trappoid ap- 
pearance, owdng to their dull green colour and mode of weathering, first 
into rounded masses and afterwaids into small angular fragments. 

At the upper limit of the Kasauli group some reddish clay bands are 
seen on the cart road to Simla. These clay bands are softer and paler than 
those of the Dagsh^i group, and resemble the clays of the lower portion 
of the upper tertiaries near Kdlka. This, the only trace of a connection 
between the Sirmur series and the upper tertiaries of this region, wdll be 
referred to further on. 

The Subdthu group is most palpably of marine origin and of nummu- 
litic age, as is show'ii by the numerous fossils it contains. The Dagsh^i 
group has yielded no fossils, except some fucoid markings and annelid 
tracks, which are of no use for determining either the age or mode of origin 
of the beds, but the great contrast of lithological character suggests a cor- 
responding change of conditions of formation, and it is probable that they 
were deposited either in lagoons or salt water lakes cut off from the sea, or 
were of subaerial origin. The Kasauli group has so far yielded no fossils 
but plant remains, and this, taken in conjunction with its general similarity 
to the upper tertiary deposits, renders it probable that it is composed of 
fresh water, if not subaerial deposits. 

A short distance west of the Sutlej river the Subdthu group become 
covered up by the newer beds, and is not again seen till the Jammu 
hills are reached. Here there are some inliers of marine nummulitics, but 
the most interesting exposures are those in which they rest on the pre- 
tertiary limestones of Ridsi and the Punch valley.^ In these the Subithu 
beds rest, with perfect parallelism of stratification and every appearance of 
conformity, on the older rocks, and at their base is found the same peculiar 
pisolitic ferruginous bed as is seen at Sub^thu, Separated from this by 
about 70 feet of shales, there is a coal seam of 2 to 5 feet thick, over- 
laid by some 350 feet of shales, with a couple of thin bands of nummulitic 
limestone,* the group being conformably overlaid by the sandstones and 
red clays similar to those of the Dagshdi group. 

On the Ri^si inlier the pisolitic boltom bed of the nummulitics is 

^ H. D. Medlicott, Records, IX, 53, (1876) ; I * T. D. La Touche, Recoids, XXI, 62, (1888). 
R. Lydekker, Memoirs^ XXII, 90, (1883), I 
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underlaid everyw here by a silicious breccia of variable thickness, composed 
of perfectly angular silicious fragments, cemented in places by cellular 
limonite. The true age or nature of this rock is uncertain. Mr. Medli- 
cott thought it was a shattered condition of a sandstone band which often 
occurs at the top of the pretertiary limestone series, and in any case the 
angular nature of the fragments forbids the supposition that they have 
been transported for any great distance. 

So far there has been no difficulty in recognising the equivalent of the 
Subdthu group, but in the sections west of the Jehlam there is a very great 
thickness of marine nummiilitics, which doubtless in part represent the 
Subdthu group, but probably cover a larger period of time. 

In the Salt range the principal member of the marine nummulitics 
is a band of tine, compact, grey or white, limestone, frequently cheity, of 
some 400 or 500 feet in thickness, which is unconformably overlaid by 
upper tertiary beds. Below the limestone there is from 50 to 100 feet of 
soft variegated shales or clays, with one or more coal seams. The clays 
are pyritous and decompose readily on exposure, the decomposed shales 
being burnt and employed in the manufacture of alum. These shaly beds 
contain a number of fossils, but the collections have not yet been examined 
in detail. Cardita heaumonti is, however, known to occur, and marks the 
age of the beds as lower eocene at latest. 

North of the Salt range, in the hills of the Hazdra district,' the oldest 
member of the tertiary system is a great thickness of dark bluish grey, 
or blackish, limestone, with brownish olive shales. The rock is generally 
foetid and massive, sometimes distinctly, and sometimes obscurely, strati- 
fied. The distribution of this hill type of numrnulitic limestone, a it has 
been called, is peculiar. It forms a broad belt throughout the Hazira 
and Murree hills, from the neighbourhood of Abbottdbid past Murree, and 
along the spurs traversed by the Grand Trunk Road north-west of Raw'al- 
pindi. The same rock forms the greater part of the Chittapahdr range, 
and is continued west of the Indus in the Afrfdf hills, which are principally 
composed of this formation. 

The tract so defined lies immediately to the north of a great line of 
disturbance, accompanied by much faulting and displacement of the strata, 
which runs westwards from the neighbourhood of Murree. Though less 
sharply defined, this zone of disturbance corresponds to the great faulted 
boundary which separates the pretertiary rocks of the Himalayas from the 
tertiary formations of the sub- Himalayas, and is in the main a line of sepa- 
ration between the pretertiary deposits and the hill type of numrnulitic 

*The account of the tertiary beds of the in Recotds^'^^ 107, (1879); XII, 114, aoS, 
North-West Punjab is derived from Mr. A. B. (i88t). 

Wynne’s papers, of which the principal are 
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limestone on the one hand, and the newer tertiaries on the other. The de- 
marcation is not absolute, for outliers of the newer beds are found to the 
north, and inliers of the hill nummulitic limestone to the south of the line. 

^ The most important of these inliers is that of the Khaire Murut ridge, 
south-v/est of Rawalpindi. Here, as in the hills north and w’est of Murree, 
the hill nummulitic limestone is overlaid by an upper nummulitic group, 
composed of grey, red, and deep purple clays or shales, associated with 
masses of gypsum, and alternating with thin bands of limestone. The com- 
position of the group varies ; sometimes the limestones and at others shales 
are most developed in the lower part, and at times there are but few cal- 
careous beds. Strong zones of yellowish grey sandstones are found in the 
western localities, while eastwards hard grey sandstones and purple clays, 
resembling those of the overlying group, are said to be included. Except 
in the sandstones, which are unfossiliferous but for a few fucoid mark- 
ings, marine fossils are abundant, among which Nummulites^ Oporculina, 
etc., are common. None of the fossils have been critically examined, but 
the age of the beds is evidently eocene, and probably upper eocene. 

There is still some doubt as to the equivalence of the marine nummu- 
litics west of the Jehlam with those to the east, that is to say, it is uncertain 
whether the thicker series to the west merely represents the same period 
of time as the thinner series to the east, or a more extended one. Although 
the fossils of the Jammu inliers have not been examined, the presence of the 
ferruginous bottom bed and associated coal seam, together with the general 
similarity of the type of deposit and relations to the Dagsh^i beds above, 
leave little room for doubt that the Jammu iiummulitics are the equivalent 
of the typical Subithu group. 

h would be natural also to regard the shaly marine beds, immediately 
underlying the sandstones and red clays of Dagshai type west of the Jeh- 
lam, as of contemporaneous origin with the typical Subdthus, but as the 
distinction between the two groups is merely due to the cessation of marine 
conditions of deposit, there is an uncertainty as to whether the change took 
simultaneously on all the sections, and it is possible that the upper portion 
of the nummulitics west of the Jehlam were formed contemporaneously wnth 
part of the typical Dagshii group, while the hill type of nummulitic lime- 
stone may be merely a deep water formation of the same age as the typical 
Subdthus. 

In this connection the Salt range section is of some importance. The 
presence of coal seams in the shaly beds at the base of the tertiary rocks 
naturally suggests their equivalence to the Subdthu group, and it is even 
stated that the pisolitic lateritic bottom bed of the Subdthus is found in the 
Salt range. There is, however, some doubt as to this last. It is not pos- 
sible to recognise this bed with certainty in Mr. Wynne^s description, and 
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It is not evident whether the only specific statement of identity is based on 
actual observation.* 

The mere presence of coal seams is no proof of contemporaneity, and 
what palaeontological evideme is available points to an older age for the 
Salt range nummulitics than that of the SuMthu group. The presence ot 
Cardita beaumonti^ a species characteristic of the passage beds between 
the cretaceous and nummulitic in Sind, in the shales below the main lime- 
stone of the Salt range, shows that they cannot well be later than oldest 
eocene in age. Of the 46 species described by Messrs. D’Archiac and 
Haime from the nummulitics of th'e Salt range, 13 are found in the 
Rinfkot, group of Sind, 14 in the Kirtbar, of which 6 are also found in the 
R^nfkot, w'hile 3 are found in G^j and Nari beds. From the Sub^thu bed 
49 species were described, of which not one is also found in the Salt range, 
a difference of fauna which must be almost entirely due to the Subdthu bed 
having been deposited in shallow muddy water, while the Salt range 
species inhabited a deeper and clearer sea. The same cause that led to 
the distinction between the fauna of the Subilthu and Salt range nummii- 
litics restricted the number of Sind species found in the former, and we 
find that there are only 10 species in all, of which 2 are R^nikot, 7 Kiithar 
and I GAj. The general facies of the fauna is consequently, so far as the 
more limited evidence allows us to judge, newer than that of the Salt range 
nummulitics. 

The upper portion of the nummulitic series is wanting in the Salt range, 
where the clear nummulitic limestones are unconfoimably overlaid by the 
upper tertiaries. It is not clear how^ far the hill type of nummulitic lime- 
stone to the north may represent the nummulitic limestone of the Salt 
range. Palaeontological evidence is wanting, and though there is a consi- 
derable lithological diversity, there is none that could not be accounted foi 
by local \ariations in the conditions of deposition and by the greater dis- 
turbance that the northern beds have undergone. 

Whether theie is an exact equivalence in time of the two types of num- 
mulitic deposits or no, the existence of marine conditions in the Salt range, 
at a period anterior to the formation of the t}pical SuD^thu group, deprives 
us of any compulsion regard to the nummulitic series west of the Jehlam as 
coeval with that further east, and it is on the whole more natural to adopt 
Mr. Wynne's original correlation of the upper shaly beds in the westeip 
area with the typical Sub^thus,^ and to look on the underlying limestones 
and associated beds as older, and unrepresented on the Subithu secHon. 

In the north-west Punjab and in the Jammu hills the eocene beds are 
conformably overlaid, and pass by interstratification into a great thickness 
of red and purple clays, with interbedded grey or purplish sandstones, 

' Rtcordst IX, 54, (1876) I * Rtcords^ X, 109, (1877). 



AGE OF THE MUR REE BEOS. 


355 


Chap. XIV.] 

precisely similar in lithological composition as in stratigraphical position to 
the Dagshdi and Kasauli groups of the Sirmur area. The ridge on which 
the hill station of Miirree stands, as well as the hills to the south-east of it, 
are composed of these beds, which have consequently been known as the 
Murree beds ^ They have, how'ever, been traced to the Rdvi, where 
they are directly continuous wdth a band of rocks, originally regarded as 
representing the Ndhan or low'cr portion of the upper tertiaries, but 
now recognised as belonging to the Sirmur series. There is thus a 
direct continuity of outcrop, as well as a similarity of stratigraphical po- 
sition wuth regard to the marine iiummulitics, which leaves little room for 
doubting that the Mu nee beds represent the Dagshdi and Kasauli groups 
of the Simla region. W liat little possibility of doubt there might remain is 
removed by the discovery of the palm Sabal major at Kasauli, and 
in the Murree beds in the Jehlam valley,® and by the lecognition of the 
Kasauli plant bed in the Kavi valley.^ 

The plant in question ranges from lowest to middle miocene in 
Europe, and as it is found in India near the top of a series of beds inter- 
mediate between the eocene and the lower Siwdlik beds which aie regard- 
ed as upper miocene on independent grounds, it will be seen that the 
stratigraphical position of the species is similar in the two areas, and that 
the Dagshdi and Kasauli groups may be regarded as covering the oligocene 
and4ower miocene periods of European geology. 

Apart from these fossil plants no organic remains are knowui witli 
certainty to occur in the Murree beds, any more than in the Dagshdi group 
in its typical area. Bone fragments, crocodilian scutes and exogenous 
fossil timber are found in certain beds, resting on the nummulitic lime- 
stone of the Salt range, which Mr. Wynne regarded as forming part of 
his Murree group. ^ It is, however, vety doubtful whether these beds can 
be regaided as the equivalents of any poition of the Dagshdi or Kasauli 
groups, or of the Murree group as originally defined, in spite of the very 
indefinite nature of its upper limit. There is a w'ell marked uncon* 
formity between the nummulitie limestone and the beds immediately over- 
lying it, w'hose importance Mr. Wynne was inclined to minimise, but 
it certainly represents a considerable lapse of time, as is shown by the 
occurrence of conglomerates composed of pebbles of the underlying num- 
mulitic limestone at the base of the upper tertiaries, by the complete 
cutting out of the eocene beds at either end of the Salt range, and by 
the occurrence, as determined by Mr. Theobald, of Mastodon latidens and 
Rhinoceros palaetndicus in a fossiliferous zone, about loo feet above the 
nummulitic limestone. These two animals mark the age of the beds in 
which they are found as upper miocene at oldest, and show that a great 

‘ A. B. Wynne, Records^ VII, 66, (1874). I « H. B. Medlicott, Records, IX, 52, (1876). 

* O. Feisljmantel, Rccoids, XV, 51 (1882) | * Records, X, 119, (1*877). 
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interval of time must have elapsed aftei the deposition of tlie middle eocene 
numinulltic limestone, an inteival viln'ch would be filled by the oligocene 
and lower miocene Dagshdi and Kasauli groups. 

flow far the lithologic al diatinclion between the DagshAi and Kasauli 
groups is maintained in the Jammu and HazAra hills is not clearly determin- 
able fiom the published descriptions, but as the Murree beds are said to 
pass with perfect tiansition into that great seiies of upper tertiary deposits 
known as the Siwdhk series, it is piobable that there is a distinction 
between the lower and upper poitioiij analogous to that between the two 
groups in the Simla region. 


d he name Slwalik, oiiginally applied to the range of hills separating 
the Dehra Dun from the plains, has been extended by geographers to the 
flinging li lls of the soiiihcrn foot of the HimAlaynn range, and applied by 
geologists to that great system of subaerial river deposits which contains 
remains of the ‘ Fauna antiqun ^ivaiensis.^* In spite of local variations 
of texture, ine\itable from their mode of formation, these upper tertiary 
bids of the Siwalik series maintain a great unilormity of tyj e along the 
wdiole length of the Him Ala) an range. 

Lithologically the louver portion of the s\stcm is characterised by a 
great thickness of fine grained grey, micaceous, pepper and salt sandstone, 
inteibeddecl v>ith clay bands near its lower portion, while the upper part 
of the system is composed of soft earthy c]a}s, undistingipshable from the 
alluvium of the plains except by'the distuibance they have undergone, and 
coarse conglomerates of v^ell rounded pebbles and boulders of cr)stallino 
and metamorphic rocks derived from the HimAIayan ranges. 

Ill the neighbourhood of NAhan this jysiem was originally divided 
into two members/ a lower, to which the name of NAhan was ap- 
plied, and an upper, to whicli the name SiwAlik was restiicted. In 
this aiea the boundary betw’cen the two groups is a great iauli, but 
there must be a real, if local, unconformity, for the upper SiwAlik con* 
glomerates contain numerous pebbles * of the Nifhan sandstones they 
are faulted into contact with. The di•^tinction bttw’een the Nahan and 
Siwalik zones appears to be well maintained in a south-ea^^terly direc- 
tion as far as the borders of NepAl, but to the north-w^e.'-t it disappears, 
and there appears to have been a continuous series of deposits, ranging 
from the bottom to the top of the upper tertiary formations. No fossils 
have yet been found in the typical NAhans, though it would appear that 
they do occur, ^ hut to the north-west representatives of the Siwdlik fauna 

^ H. B. Mcdlicott.il/fwoirs, III, pt. i, pp. 17 , 1 See H. B. Medlicott, Memoirs^ III, pt. it, 
loi, (1864). p. 16, (1864) , XIV, 71, footnote* 

a H B Mcdlicott, Rctoid^, XIV, 172, (1881). (1864). 
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occur low down in the series, in beds which very possibly represent the 
N^han group as originally dehned. Under these circumstances it has 
been found inadvisable to retain the separation between Nihan and Siwdlik, 
and the former are now classed as lower Siw’^lik, though the term 
may be retained as a useful local designation for a particular type of 
formation. 

I he Ndhan group is composed of alternating beds of a fine grained, 
usually grey, firm sandstone, and of clays, usually bright red in colour 
and almost always some shade of red or purple, which weather in a 
nodular manner. The clays usually prevail in the louder part of the group 
and the sandstones in the upper. 

The lithology of this group resembles very closely that of tlie l)ag- 
shcli group, and one might be tempted to regard them as equivalent to 
each other. I'he cqui\alence cannot be absolutely disproved till the 
area west of the termination of the t\pical lower Himalayas, in the Kdngra 
valley and the Jammu liills, has been examined in greater detail lhan has 
yet been done, but in the meanwhile there are good reasons for sup- 
posing that the lithological similarity between the tw’o groups is due to 
a similarity in their condition of deposition and does not mean contem- 
poraneity of origin. In the first place tlie two groups are found in distinct 
areas, separated by a marked structural feature, exhibiting itself at ilie pre- 
sent day as a fault of many thousand feet throw. As will be shown in a 
subsequent chaj)ter, this fault— commonly known as the main boundary — is 
connected in a peculiar manner with tl\e elevation of the Himitlayas, and it 
is highly improbable that the beds exposed south of it are of the same age 
as those found to the north. Another argument depends on the fact that 
no exposure of the SubAlhu group has l>een found even in tlie deepest 
cut sections of the typical N.lhan group, and a third may be derived from 
the smaller degree of induration, indicating, though not proving, a younger 
age. In the country north of N^han town, where the Nahan and Dagshai 
groups are brought into contact with each other, on opposite sides of the 
main boundary fault, the sandstones of the former always weather into 
soft rounded lumps, while the Dagshii sandstones w^ealher into angular 
fragments, which have lost the sharpness of their angles, but exhibit a 
much less degree of weathering than that to w'hich the N^lian beds have 
undergone finally the red clay beds which have already been mentioned 
as occurring at the top of tne Kasauli group, though they differ some- 
what from the typical N^han clays, resemble them sufficiently to point to a 
return of the conditions of deposition which prevailed in the Dagshdi and 
Ndhan periods, and suggest that on an unbroken section the Ndhan would 
be found to overlie the Kasauli group. 

No fossils have been described from the typical Ndhans. It is possible 
that some of the lower Siwdlik fossils found in the nort i west I'unjab may 
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have been derived from beds of the same age, but the supposition lacks 
proof. There seems however to be little room for doubt that Sir Proby 
Cnutley did find fossils on the northern side of the hill on which the town 
of Ndhan stands, and consequently in the beds of the Ndh an group, but the 
specimens were lost before they had been examined by a palaeontologist. 

'J'he N4han group is succeeded, on those sections where the sequence 
is complete, by an immense thickness of soft sandstones, generally coarser 
in grain and more micaceous, mostly of a pepper and salt grey colour, 
with some interbedded bands of earthy clay, occasionally slightly tinged 
with red, but never assuming the bright red colours of the Ndhan cla)s. 
The aigillaceous beds are, for the most part, confined to the lower part of 
the group, the middle part being usually composed of some thousands of 
feet of sandstones, without any intercalation of shale on the one hand, or 
any included pebble on the other. In the upper part of the group strings 
of pebbles occur among the sandstones, which become more numerous till 
bands of conglomerate appearand increase in abundance and coarseness. 

The uppermost group of all varies very much in character. Near the 
large rivers diaining from the cential Hirndlayas, it consists principally 
of coarse conglomerate, composed of rounded boulders of the harder rocks 
of the Himalayan chain. In the intermediate stretches of ground it is 
composed largely of soft earthy beds precisely similar to iliose of the 
modern alluvium of the plains. 

'Jhe details of this variation in lithology of the upper Siwdlik beds, as 
well as the structural features of the Sl^^<ihk zone, are of great interest, but 
their ptincipal interest lies in their bearing on the age and elevation 
of the Himdlayan chain, and they wdl consequently be considered in the 
chapter devoted to that question. At present it \Aill be sufficient t > point 
out the conditions under which the Si^^dlik series uas deposited. I'hc 
earlier observers regarded this great series of beds as hav ing been deposited 
in a sea, a supposition which is sufficiently disproved by the complete 
absence of any marine organisms, and by the oc(urreiice of the remains of 
kresh water molluscs, fishes and tortoises. It is hardly possible that they 
could have been deposited in a fresh water lake, for it is not conceivable 
that a fresh water lake extending the whole length of the Himilayas could 
have existed. Moreover, the fresh water organisms whose remains have 
been found are all such as inhabit streams, and not lakes. But the most 
conclusive proof of all lies in the evident unity of the whole Siwillik series, 
pointing to the whole of it, with the possible exception of the Nahan group^ 
having been formed under very similar conditions, while the very close 
resemblance between the upper Siwdlik beds and the recent deposits of 
the Gangetic plain leaves little room for doubt that tlie Siw^lik beds were 
deposited subaerially by streams and rivers. 

'ihc thickness attained by the Siwdiik sciies is immense, Mr. W)nne 
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estimated it at 14.000 feet in the north-west runjab. In the SiwAlik 
hills there are at least 15,000 feet of beds, and the series is by ito 
means complete, and similar vast thicknesses may be measured on any 
section. 


The few mollusca which have been found in the upper Siwdliks belong 
solely to fresh water or terrestrial forms, and the first comparison that was 
made^ was carried out under circumstances so unfavourable, with so poor a 
collection of recent species from India, and at a time when the latlepvere so 
imperfectly known, that but little weight can be attached to the conclusions 
formed. The majority of the specimens obtained are in poor preservation, 
hut all the forms collected from upper or middle Siwdlik beds, since tlie 
recent fresh water shells have been better known, have proved to be 
either identical with living species, or closely allied to them. Among-.L 
those hitherto identified, the only land shell is Btilimus insularis? a 
species which ranges at the present day from Africa to Burma, whilst 
amongst fresh water molluscs, the two common Indian river snails Palu- 
dina "^beugalensis and P. dissimilis have been recognised, and forms of 
Melania^ Ampullar ia and Unio also occur 

So far as the evidence extends, thciefore, the few mollusca of the 
Siv\^liks tend to show that the beds must be of upper and middle tertiary^ 
date. But the evidence afforded by the mollii.'ca is imperfect, and both 
clo.ser comparison and a larger scries of fossil specimens arc desi.ablo 
before any very positive assertions can be made as to the antiquity of 
tiie Sivvdlik series, on the data afforded by the invertebrata. In investi- 
gating the question of age, we arc consequently forced to depend, fn si 
upon the vertebrala, and especially the mammalia, and secondly upon 
such theological evidence of connection v>ith other foimations of known 
age as the rocks afford. 


The first question, then, is the 1 

' E. Forbes, in Falconer’s Paliconlological 
Memoirs, London, i886, I, p. 389, 

2 Theobald, MS.; Geoffrey Ne/.ll, Records 
X\^ 106, (1882). As in this and the followng 
paragraph Mr. Theobald’s view of the affinities 
ot the Siwalik mollusca has been accepted in 
preference to the high authority of Prof. E. 
Forbes, it is only just to say that Mr. Theobald 
has a far more extensive knowledge of living 
Indian fresh water shells than it was possible 
for any naturalist In Europe to acquire at the 
period when Prof. E. Forbes’ note was written. 
Indeed, it is evident from P«of F*oibcs’ remarks 
that the collections of recent Indian shells 


liomot axial relation of the mammalian 

examined by him were too imperfect to Piiabe 
him to torm a competent opini )n. Mr IJen-ion, 
a better authority on this particular ct 
than Foibes, considered the most, if not 
the whole, of the Siwalik mollusca identi- 
cal with existing sp-'clus (Falconer- Palas- 
onto'o^'ca Memoirs. I, pu. 26, 181). Of throe 
species in the Survey collections, two were 
identified by Mr. Geoffrey Nevill with living 
forms. 

® Some extinct fluviatile mollusc.v have been 
found in the lower Siwalik strata of the Uug‘ 
ti hills associ'vted with a vert ebinte fauna ot 
miocenc f.4cies. See su^ta, p 319 
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fauna which has been obtained from the two upper groups of the Siwdliks 
series. 'I lie true age of tliis fauna, w'hether miocene or pliocene, was at one 
time disputed and, though there is happily no further controversy regard- 
ing this point, the question presents points of sufficient interest to claim 
somewhat extended notice. 

'I'he following list of genera, with the number of species of each that 
are known, comprises all that have been found in the typical .SiwAlik 
area, excluding the fauna of the Manchhar beds in Sind and of Perim 
island which appear to belong to an older period than the fossiliferous 
beds of -the sub- Himalayas ; genera still living are distinguished by an 
asterisk : — 

Primates — 

* Troglodytes, 1 ; * Sitnta, 1 ; ^Semnopithecus, r ; *Macacus, i ; *Cynoceph(ilus, 2, 

Carnivora— 

* Mustela, / ; ^Mellivora, 2; Mellivorodon^ i ; ^Lntra, Ilymiodon, i ; UfSns, 1 ; 

HyanarciuSt s 5 Ampin cyou, 1 ; *Co7tr\, 2 ; *l ivirra, 2 i *Hyiuiuu 4 ; Ltpthy- 

tena, 1 ; Hyc^nictis, i ; GLluropsts, 1 ; CElurogale, 1 ; *Felis, 5 ; Mnehaeroiins, 2. 

PROB(;SCinEA — 

^Elephas, 6 ; *{EuelepJias, r, *Loxvdon, /, Stegodon, 4 ) ; Mastodon, 5. 

Ungulata— 

Lit alii otheriitmi i ; * Rhinoceros, *Equu5^ i ; Ilipparton, 2 \ ^Hippopofumns, / ; 

Tetraconodon, i j 5; Ihppohyus^ t ; nitucnum, 1 ; MeryhopotamuSy ; 

*Cervus, jj Dorcatherium, 2; *TragulifS, i ; *Mosihns, 1 ; Pn pa^feoincrvx, 1 ; 

*Catnclop irdaUs, i ; Jlelladoiheriuniy j ; Hydaspiihertumy 2 ; Mvatliernant i ; 

* AUelophus, / ) ^Uasella, ij *€obnSy2i *Antilopey i ; Hippotraf^us, i ; *Orcas{*) /; 

^Strepsicerosy i; Bos luphus, /; Pnlaeoryxyi^^) 1; Hemihos, 1 ; LeptjhoSy 1 ; 

^Bubalus, 2 ; ^Buon, i ; Bos, 3 ; Bucapia, i ; *Capra^ 2; *Ovis, /; *C(vnelus, j, 

Rodentia — 

* Mus (Nesoh’a), / ; *Rhyzomys, i\ *Hystrix, r ; *Lepiis, i, 

Aves— 

* Phalacrocorax, i ; ^Pelecauvs, 2 ; *Leptoptilu5, i ; *Mcrg7fs, i; '^Stmthio, /; 

*Dromaeas, /. 

Reptilia— 

C\QCo6\\\e^'^* Crccodilus, i j ^Gharialts, j; Rhamprosuchns, /. 

Lacertilia— * Vai anus, /. 

Chelonia — Colossochelys, / ; ^Damonia, i ; ^Bcllia, 2 ; *Kuchuga, 3 •, ^Harddla, 
I \ *Emyda, 4-, *Trtony\, i ; *Chitia, i. 

Pisces — 

*CurcliariaSy j ; * Optiioceqhalus, r, *Cliirins, i; *Ifeferouranchus, /; *Chrysichiliys, 

j ; * Macrones, 1 ; *Rita, / ; *Artus, i i *£agarius, r. 

Only very imperfect information exists as to the exact horizon in the 
SI A Alik series at which the bones of a large proportion of the species 
have been found, but the great majority are from the upper and middle 
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none in the typical area being known to occur in tlie lower or 
NAhan subdivLsion. It is, however, by no means certain that some of t!i<‘ 
specimens from the north-wcstei n Punjab are not derived from beds of 
the same age as the NAhan group, and it is highly probable that some 
other forms with middle tertiary affinities would be found to be confined 
to lower SiwAlik beds, if the precise horizon of all the bones collected were 
known.^ 

On the other hand, one pleistocene form, Dos {Buhalus) palwindicus^ 
has been found in the highest SiwAlik strata, associated with Camclm 
sivalensis^ Colossochelys^ etc. ; and two species of elephant, belonging to 
the subgenns Stegodon^ viz. E. insignis and E. gfanesa^ range throughout 
the upper SiwAliks, and recur in the pleistocene deposits. The species 
of proboscidians generally appear to have had a moie extensive range, 
both in space and time than most of the forms belonging to other mam- 
malian order.s, but Bos paLTindittts is an animal of exceptionally recent 
aspect, even in ihe pleistocene mammalian fauna, since it is only distin- 
guishable from the living Bos hubaltis {Bubalus buffcliis v. B. arni^ auct ) 
by tompaiativt ly trifling and unimportant osteologital details. Jt must 
evidently have been a very near ally, and in all probability the not very 
distant progenitor, of the buffaloes which now inhabit the Ganges valley, 
As'^am, and jjarts of the Central Provinces of India, 

The biwAlik forms, however, which might be excluded on account of 
Lelonping to an older or a newer fauna, and of being supposed, on more or 
less strong evidence, to be confined to either the lowest or the uppermost 
portions of the series, are too few in number to affect tl:c gcncial facies, 
and there are unquestionably several miocene types and some pleistocene* 
species found in the higldy fossiliferous upper SiwAlik beds. It is best 
therefore, for the present, to include all the forms enumerated. 

Proceeding then to classify the genera of mammalia above given, 
it will be found that thirty-nine, comprising seventy-one species, still exist 
(the livii g species being, how'ever, different in nearly every case], whilst 
twenty five with thirty seven species, are extinct. 

Of the extinct geneia, excluding those that are purely Indian, ililiirogale 
and Hx^'fiodon are found in oligoccne beds, the latter ranging into the nro- 
cene ; of the mioccne genera, Dorcatheriiim Sind A mpli /cyan are not known 
(lom newer beds, while Plyxnarctus, Chalicothet iu7n^ and Hippanon range 
into the pliocene, Machwf odus and Mai>todon into the pleistocene ; i I cl la- 
docherium ^x\d PaLroryx are purely pliocene forms, while the distinction 
of Ihmibos fiom the living Bubalus is very doubtful. 

Of the other extinct forms, not known out of India, two [BippoJiyusimd 

' A very large prop )rlion of the Siwalik ! tors, and of course the prtcise locality of the 
remains have been obt.iii.ed by native collec- j bones is in most of these cases doubtful. 
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Meryropotamus) belong to tbe less specialised types characteristic in 
general of the older and middle tertiaries. Several others, such as Tetra^ 
conodon, with its enormously developed premolar teeth, and the huge 
four-horned Sivaiherium^ differ widely from anything now existing but, 
being highly specialised forms there is nothing in their organisation to 
indicate that they are of earlier age than newer tertiary. 

Amongst the recent genera represented in the Siwaliks, ten, viz. Muste/a 
Fe//Sy CaniSy ViverrUy LutrUy RhinoceroSy .SuSy CervuSy Ilystrfx 
aie know n to range as far back as upper miocene, and in one or two cases 
even further ; twelve, viz. MacacuSy SemnopithecuSy UrsuSyHyaenOy Elephasy 
EquuSy HippopotamuSy CamelopardaliSy GazellUy Bosy Capra^ and MuSy 
are known from the European pliocene beds, but not earlier; wdiilst 
TroalodyteSy ^imiay CynocephalttSy MellivorOy Cohus, Antilopcy Oreas^ 
StrepriceroSy Capiay Ovis, CamchiSy and Rhizomysy have hitherto only 
been lound in recent or plcLtocenc deposits, outside of India. 

This examination of the relations between the Siw^lik genera and the 
distributicn of similar forms in European tertiaries leads, as might be 
anticipated, to a soinewdiat uncertain result. The proportion of living to 
extinct genera is greater than is found in most miocene deposits, but not 
more than appears to exist in the characteristically middle tertiary ossi- 
ferous beds of Sansan in France.^ The presence of four extinct genera 
not known to range abo\e the miocene period elsewhere, iscontiasted 
W’ith Ihe occurrence of twenty five genera not found elsewhere at a lower 
horizon than pliocene or pleistocene. There is perhaps rather more pro- 
bability tliat early forms, like Dorcathe? mm and Uyanodoity should have 
survived longer in India than they did in Europe, just as rliinoct roses, 
tapirs, and elephants still exist in the tropics, associated with a fauna 
amongst which they appear antiquated and out of place, than that 
such eminently specialised types as MacacuSy BoSy Capray or Equus, 
should have lived in miocene times, but tbe argument is of small value, 
for the miocene Cervus and Antihpe w^ere in all piobabiHty as highly 
specialised, or nearly so, as the Siwdlik genera. 'Ihe fact, however, that 
the recent genera contain more species than the extincl forms is of some 
importance, since it is probable that types which w'ere dying out would be 
repiesented by fewer species than those which w'ere supplanting them, 
and w'hich might fairly be ciedited with the vitally impoitant power of 
pioducing distinct specific stocks by variation. A stronger argument for 
the newer age of the Siw^lik beds is to be found in the close approxima- 
tion betw'cen some of the mammals and the living species of the same 
geneia, the most remarkable of all being the connection already noticed 


* Gffvais, Zuologie et Pal^ontologie Fran^aises, 2nd ed., Paris, 1859, p. 338. 
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between the fossil buffalo of the uppermost Siwdlik strata, that of the 
pleistocene Jumna and Narbadi beds, and the common Indian species now 
existing. 

The anomalies exhibited by the mammalian fauna taken as a whole would 
doubtless disappear to a considerable extent if we knew the exact horizons 
from which the fossils were obtained, those forms with miocene affinities 
being more characteristic of the lower beds and those closely allied to 
recent forms of the upper. Yet, after allowing for this, when we consider 
that the great bulk of the fauna w'as obtained from what is practically a 
single group of beds, and that the life of a species is probably in every case, 
and certainly in most, more extensive than the period represented by the 
particular beds in which its remains are found, there remains a strong prob- 
ability that there was an admixture of types not found in beds of later than 
miocene age in northern Europe with the more typically pliocene forms 
wdiich prevail in the Siwalik fauna. 

The evidence afforded by the reptiles, birds, and fishes is even more 
decidedly in favour of attributing a later data than miocene to the 
Siw’dlik beds Among the reptiles only two out of twelve genera, and 
only eleven out of twenty species are extim t, the remainder, Hardclla 
thurgi^ Davionia hamiltoniy Kachuga hneota, K. iCLtum^ K, dhoitgoka^ 
CJiicra indicn^ Einyda vittata^ Ghatialis pahistf is, all found, living 
at the present day,^ while Crocodilus siualensis seems undistinguishable 
from the recent C. palustris. 

The six genera of birds are all represented in the li\ing fauna of the 
world, and the same holds good of the fishes, no extinct genus of ( ither of 
these orders having been determined in the Siw’dlik fauna. M()rco\er, two 
fishes ach} ones aor iSiwA Bagarius yarrclli) are still li\ing. 


Putting together the data derived from the fauna as a wdiole, it is im- 
possible to deny that the balance of evidemc is in favour of a pliocene 
age ^ and this view is supported by some stratigraphical data. As 
the approximate age of the Siwcilik rocks is a nects^aiy element in 
any argument founded upon tlieir faui a, it will be best to show' how' the 


’ R. L}(lekker, Records, XXII 58, (1889). 

* This {ippears at hft sight to be in direct 
opposition to Dr. Fiilconer’s conclusions, but a 
Study of his wr’tings leaves it doubtful 
whether he ever expressed any decided con 
viction on the subject. He repeatedly noticed 
the close connection between some Siwiilik 
forms and those now found in India, and ap- 
peared for along time rather disposed to consi- 
der that the tertiary mammalia of India “ lasted 
through a period corresponding t> more than 


one of the tertiary peri )ds of Europe” (Palce- 
ontological Memoiis, I, p. 28) tnan to class 
the Siwalik f.iuna wjtlithe miocene of Europe 
In his later writings he rertainly speke of the 
S'walik tann.a as miocene, but on’y in 'ident- 
ally, wlrlNt in some of his latest papeis he ar- 
gued in favour of man having been a probable 
centemporary of Colossochdys and the Si- 
wdlik mammalia— -an idea which it is diffi- 
cult to reconcile with the miocene age of 
the fauna. 
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stratigrapiiical evidence supports the view that these beds are of pliocene, 
and not of miocene age, before proceeding to notice some other interest- 
ing points of connection between the Siw^lik and other faunas, recent 
and extinct. 

The slratigraphical, as distinguished from the purely homotaxial 
relations just discussed, depend entiiely upon the connection between the 
typical Siw^liks and the Manchhar beds of Sind. Ihe position of the 
latter has been already described, and it was shown that the 
Manchhar beds, comprising where thickest but little less than 10,000 
feet of strata, rest upon the Gaj group, wliose age is determined 
by the far more satisfactory data affoided by marine organisms, and is 
showm to be more probably upper than lower miocene. The lower 
Manchhar beds pass down into the Gaj rocks, so that it is reasonable 
to believe that no important difference of age exists betwcf n the 
two. It has also been shown that the mammalian fauna of the lower 
Manchhars, although containing several species in common with tlu^ 
Siwdliks, is altogether older in aspect, and that the p ajorit) of the foims 
hitherto recognised belong to the peculiai types of even toed ungulates 
allied to Merycopotarnus and Anihracolhiriiimy intermediate in character 
betw'een pigs and ruminants, and characteristic of tlu^ miocene 
epoch. In these lower Manchhar beds there is a’so found a form of 
Dinotherium^ miocene type unknown in the Siwdliks piopir. tljough 
found (the species being distinct) in the beds of l^erim island. Now', 
there can be no reasonable 'doubt that the Manchhar beds of Sind, 
as a whole, correspond with the Siw^hk foimation of northern India, 
for the tw'o are portions of one continuous band of uppci tertiar) ro ks, and 
viewed in this light, the relations of the faunas are very sti iking, the 
fossiliferous lower beds of the Manchhar gi oup coiresponding to the un- 
fossiliferousNahans, and the almost unfossilifeious u})per Manchhai beds lo 
the ossiferous strata of the Siwdliks If, theiefoie, the low'ei Manchhais of 
Sind are uppei miocene, so is the Nahan gioup of the Punjab, and it is 
impossible, either on stratigrapiiical or paljeontological grounds, to class 
the fossiliferous middle Siw'dliks lower than pliocene, the upper Siw/iliks, 
which contain Bos [Bubalus] palfein iicus^ being probably upper plio- 
cene. Briefly stated, the evidence is that the Siwdlik fauna is newer 
than the Manchhar fauna, and found in higher beds and that the Manchhar 
fauna is not older than upper miocene 

It is impossible to enter at length into the detailed relations of the 
Sivvdlik fauna with the forms found in various newer tei tiary strata. Thei e 
is however one European fossil fauna which is of singular interest from 
its resemblance to that of the Siwdlik beds. In this collection of extinct 
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mammalia, which was first discovered at Pikermi in Attica,* and has since 
been found at Samos and Mytilene on the coast of Asia Minor, at Baltavar in 
Hungary and at Maragha east of lake Urmia in northern Servia, not only is 
there a remarkable admixture of typically miocene forms with other species 
which have a later aspect, but there is the same remarkable abundance of 
true ruminants, amongst them several species of Giraffidas and of Afiti- 
lope^ as in the Siwaliks. In miocene strata, although ruminants occur, they 
are in general but little, if at all, superior in number to the other 
artiodactyle ungulates , but in the Pikermi beds (including only the forms 
found at Pikermi) there are fifteen ruminants to one' pig and one Chalico^ 
therium ; in the Siw^lik fauna ihirty-sevt n ruminants and but twelve other 
artiodactyle ungulates. Another point of similarity in the two faunas 
is the absence of small mammals. 

The following is a list of the genera found in the beds of Greece, v^ith 
the number of species belonging to each genus : — 

Primates— 

MtsopitJiccuSi /. 

Carnivora— 

Simocyuti^ i j Mnsfehiy /; Promct>hitis^ /; Icfitheiiiim, 7; Uvu^ua, /; Ihucnarctu^t r\ 
UyankiiSi i; Macluvi odusy i ; 4* 

Proboscidea— 

MastoioHt 2; DinotheriunXy /. 

Ungulata Pcrissodactyla — 

Phinoceyos, 3; Acerathcrtumy i; Lcptohif, /; Hijpar'.on, /. 

Ungulata Autiodactyla— 

SttSti'i Clialicothen’uni [Aficyloth(riiim\ /; Drcmoilu'rivm 2 ; AntilopCy 3 \ Pttlerofrii- 
^us, I’, Paid oryx, j; I raj^occros, 2; Paluvrens, / ; /.ntidorcos, (^) / , GnzdUi, /j 
C( meUptirdolis, /; BdlodoHu'mim, i. 


Rodentia— 

Mus [Acomys), i; Hydrix, /. 

Of birds, a PhasiannSy a Gallus, and a Grus have been identified ; of 
reptiles, bones of and Varanus, 

Of the above twenty-nine genera of mammals eighteen, including 
Jl'lladotheriuWy^ are found in the Si\Aclliks of India, besides which the fauna 
bears in many respects the same similarity to that of Africa at the present 
day as the Siwdlik mammals bear to their living Indian representatives. 
Now, this Pikermi fauna has been frt^qently quoted as upper miocene, and its 
connection with the miocene beds in other parts of Europe is unmistakable, 

* Gaudry : Animanx fessiles et Geologic del * Sec F( rsyth, Major, Pioc, ZaoL Soc., 1891, 
l*Attique, 4° Paris, 1862. 1 P- 323. 
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no less than fifteen species being undistinguishable from those found in 
various mioceiie deposits. Several of these species are doubtfully identified, 
but amongst the number are such characteristic forms as Machce^odus ciil- 
tfidenSj Mastodon tnruensisy and liipparion ffracile. But, as M. Gaudry 
points out in the clearest manner, the ossifeious beds of Pikermi contain 
at their base, and below the horizon whence the bones have been obtained 
2 layer with pliocene marine fossds, and all the beds containing the bones, 
together \\ith the pliocene marine beds, rest unconformably on lacustrine 
miocene rocks. There can be, therefore, no reasonable doubt that the 
Pikermi fossils, like the middle Siuilliks, are of pliocene age, and that the 
quotation of them as miocene is an error. ^ At the same time the absence 
of some chaiacteristic living genera, such as Elephas and Bos^ gives a 
somewhat oldcT facies to the Pikermi than to the SiwAlik fauna. 


The points of similarity between the European miocene faunas and 
the animals now inhabiting either tropical Asia or Africa south of the 
Sahaia may be due either to migration, and survival in a moie favou**- 
able climate, or to the fauna having been formerly more uniform over 
large areas, and to the modified descendants continuing to live in one 
region, whereas they have died out and been replaced by distinct typts 
in other parts of their old province® On the latter hypothesis we may 
suppose that the fauna of cential E«irope and Malayasia was more or 
less uniform in the lower miocene peiiod, and that Gieece and Afiica 
formed a single zoological piovince in pliocene days, but that the gibbon- 
like apes, Tup'Jiad<i> and other Malay types, died out in centra’ Em ope, 
and the giraffes, antelopes etc, in Greece, wdiilst tlie descendants of their 
relatives survived in the Malay countries and Africa lespective'y. The 
theory of migration presents, on the whole, few^er dilficulties, and is in ac- 
cordance with the little we know' of the Indian miocene (Manclihar) fauna, 
in which living tropical forms appear to be less icpresented than in the 
deposits of that age in Europe. It is not umeasonable to suppose that 
some of the forms named, and especially the rumbiants, migrated into 
southern Asia at the close of the miocene period. 


* For the theory adopted by M. Gaudry to 
account for the survival of these miocene 
animals in pliocene times, see ‘Aiiimauji 
fossiles et Geologic de I’Attique,” p 3n. It 
appears simpler to believe that the mi cene 
IrfUiia of Europe migrated to the southward, 
and that many species survived in Greece after 
they had died out north of the Alps, Hence 
the admixture of pliocene and miocene types. 
A further contribution to th#* question, by 

M. Gaudiy, was publuhed in 1886, Bull, Soc, 


Geol Fianc^y 3rd senes, XIV, 2S8. 

* It lb assumed in the present .snd in nther 
arguments employed in this work that similarity 
of organisation implies reli:.tu)nship by descent, 
ie. that animals having similar stiucture are 
descended more or less remotely from the same 
anccsto-'s. The theories of evolution, and 
of origin of species oy descent with modifica- 
tion, are now so widely accepted amongst 
naturalists that It is uimecessiry to explain or 
defend them. 
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It is true that amongst the marine invertebrates there is a well marked 
resemblance between the miocene genera of Europe and living tropical 
forms. The Indian and African land faunas of the early and middle ter- 
tiaries are as yet too imperfectly known for any comparison to be made 
between them and those of the same epoch in extratropical regions. It is 
not improbable that there may prove to have been a greater similarity 
than exists amongst the terr^^stiial foims living at present, and it is also 
probable that, if such similarity existed, it ^^ill be found to have consisted 
mainly in the greater richness of the extratropical fauna in middle tertiary 
times, and in a number of types now extinct or connned to the tropics 
having been represented in both tropical and extratropical zones of cli- 
mate. 'I his last probability is founded on the fact that the temperature 
of Europe in the miocene epoch ^^as in all probability nearer to that of 
the present tropics than to the temperate climate of recent ti?nes, and that, 
consequently, whole families of animals, and of plants intolerant of cold, 
then ranged to much higher latitudes than they now do 

It is by no means an improbable inference that the representation of 
European miocene genera in the Indian Siudliks is due to changes of cli- 
mate in Liter lertiar) times and to a migration of the fauna tow aids the trop- 
ics. 'I here is good reason for believing that Europe and south-eastern Asia 
were connected by land after the eocene period, and as it is certain that, 
a great portiin of the disturbances affecting the iiimdlayaii sir ita are of 
oliocene or post pliocene date, it is reasonable to conclude that, at the close 
ol the miocene epoc'h, the mountain barrier which now separates the Indian 
peninsula from Central Asia did not exist, or w^as so much lower that it 
afforded little or no obstacle to migration, 

Rut the immigration of the European miocene forms may not be the only 
way in which only the Siwdlik fauna was affected by the secular refrige- 
ration of the earth^s surface, culminating in the glacial epoch. It is tiue 
that there is a considerable amount of similarity between the Siwiilik fauna 
and that of India at the present day, but, nevertheless, there is a very 
striking distinction — a distinction due less to change and replacement 
than to disappearance. Even after making allowance for the fact that the 
W'hole assemblage did not exist contemporaneously, there is nothing so 
striking in the fauna of the Siw^lik epoch as the wonderful wealth and 
vaiittyof forms. It must be recollected that wc know little or nothing of 
the smaller mammals, and that animals of size inferior to a pig or a sheep 
are scarcely represented. It would be premature to infer that, as at the pre- 
sent day, the more minute forms exceeded the larger types in abundance, 
for the conditions of intermediate ages may have affected the more bulky 

I Ihis will be found to agn-e with the con- I of th^ Himdliyaa derived from other conside- 
clusion rogaj;Uing the probable date of origin 1 ratioiib*. Ste Chap. XVII, 
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animals far more tlian the minute Rodentia^ Jnsectivora^ Chiroptera^ etc. 
Still it is only reasonable to suppose that the ancestors of the present Micro^ 
mammalia lived in the same profusion as they do now, and it is incre- 
dible that the living rodents and insectivores can play the parts on the 
modern stages, and fulfil the functions, of the great ungulates and carnivores 
o( past times. Comparing like with like, and especially passing in review 
the Carnivora, Proboscidea, and Ungulata, all represented, and all, 
except the Proboscidea, well represented in the living fauna of India, 
indeed better than in most other parts of the world at the present day, it 
is impossible not to be struck with the comparative poverty in variety of 
the existing mammalian types. We have of course but an imperfect 
knowledge even of the larger Siwilik animals, and remains of Carnivora 
are rare, so much so that probably many species remain undiscovered, 
but even at present the knowm SiwAlik carnivores are more numerous 
than the living forms of similar size in the same area, and tlie ungulates 
exceeded their living representatives in number in the proportion of more 
than three to one, there being fity-six known Siwdlik species and only 
eighteen recent. The superior wealth of the older fauna is both generic 
and specific ; not only are the types more varied, but there is a greater 
variety of forms in many of the genera, and no less than eleven exiinct 
elephants and mastodons are represented by a solitary living form. Even 
such modern types as Bos have dwindled in numbers from six to two. 

This great impoverishment of the recent mammalian fauna is not 
peculiar to India. It is found in other parts of the Old World and in 
America, wherever remains of animals liave been preserved in sullicient 
quantities amongst the deposits of the later tertiary epochs for a good 
idea of the fauna to be presented. In the w'ords of Mr. Wallacj, “We 
live in a zoologically impoverished world, fiom which all the largest and 
fiercest and strongest forms have recently disappeared ^ and lie makes 
the liappy suggestion,^ that this enormous reduction in the numbers of 
tlie greater mammals is due to the glacial epoch. Thus, we have an addi- 
tion to the arguments urged in the first chapter,® in favour of India 
having been affected by a cold period in the geologically recent past. 

* Geographical Distribution of Animals, I, * Supra, p. i.|. 

p. ISO. 



CHAPTER XV. 

LATERITE. 

General ChancterS and composUon* — Distinction of high level and low level laterite — 
Distribution and mode of occurrence — Theories of the origin KebUmd. 

All who have paid any attention to the geology of India must be 
familiar with the term ‘ laterite/ and no one can have travelled far in India 
^^ithout meeting with the substance itself, which is still one of the stum- 
bling blocks of Indian geology. Although it is difficult to conceive 
that a rock, so widely spread in India and Ceylon, and said to be extensively 
developed in Malacca and Sumatra, whde some occurs in Burma, can be 
peculiar to these regions,^ it is uncertain if anything precisely similar has 
hitherto been detected ekovhere. Ills almost invariably a surface form- 
ation, and according to some observers, nothing but a form of soil; yet it be- 
comes an important formation from the very large area in India, which it 
superficially covers, and a treatise on Indian geology would be imperfect 
without a full description of the roCk, 

1'he order in which its description comes is governed by the fact that 
while there can be but little doubt that some forms of laterite are 
in process of formation at the present day, others dale from tertiary, and 
perhaps from eocene, times, and as the rock is usually unfossiliferous it 
appears best to describe all the varieties together before proceeding to 
the description of the posttertiary rocks. 

The description of laterite, given in many geological works, is far from 
accurate, although the rock has been well described by several Indian 
geologists.^ In its normal form it is a porous argillaceous rock much 

* Voysey states tt’at it is found at the Capi* Newbold’s account of the laterite of Bidar, Jnur', 

of Good Hope. It is a n<»teworthv fact that 98^^, (1844) ; 

no laterite has bcc-n detected in Abyssinia, Bens'. ^ XIV, 299, (1845) and Jour. Roy. As. 
where the rocks throughout a large area o. VIIl, 227 (1840). Tne d-scriptions of 

country are precii>ely similar to those of the laterite scattered through the writings of various 
Bo nbay Deccan. In map No. 4 of Bergh.tus’ Indian geologists are too numerous to quote. 
Physical Atlas, laterite is rerresented as cover- Amongst the more important are the following— 
ing nearly a quai ter of the dry land of the earth. Buchanan Journey from Madras through My- 
The term is, however, used in a diffi rent sense sore, Canara, and Ma’abar, London, 1807, II, 
to that here appli" cl. P- 4 iO* Stirling, As. Res,^ XV, 177 » (>825)1 

* It would be difiicult to give a description CUris’.ie, AVw VT, 1 17,(1829); 

of any rock ii.orc clear and accurate than 
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impregnated with Iron peroxide irregularly distributed throughout the 
mass, whose composition may be gathered from the following analysis of a 
very richly ferruginous variety from Rangoon,*— 

SoLUBLt IN Acids. 


Peroxide of iron ......... 46*279 

AluttiiiiA ••••«.•• «. 5 * 7^3 

Lime *742 

Magnesia ‘090 

Silica • . • . *120 

lNSOLUBi.fi iN Acids. 

Silica (dissolved by potash) 6*728 

Silica (by fusion) 30*728 

Lime, iron, and alumina ....... 2*728 

Combined w alcr alkalies and lose 6 802 


100*000 


Tbe iron exists e.ther entirely in the state of hydrated peroxide 
(linionite) or else partly as hydrated and partly as anhydrous peroxide. 
The surface of laterite after exposure is usually covered with a brown or 
blackish brown crust of limonite, but when freshly broken, the rock is 


and Mad» Jour. Lit.. 5 ri,, IV, 468, (1836), 
Calder, As. Kts., XVIII, 4, (1833) ; Cole, Mad 
Jour. Lit Set., IV, 100,(1836) ; V'o>sey, Jour 
As. Soc. Beng,t XIX, 273; (1850) Kelaart, 
min. Now Phil. Jour., LIV, 28, (1853); 
Carter, Jour. Bo. Br. Roy. As. Sec , IV, 199, 
(1852) ; V, 264, (1857) ; Aytoun, Edin New 
Phil. Jour., 2nd series, IV, 67, (1856) ; Buist , 
Trans, Bo. Geog. Soc., XV, p. xxii, (1859). 

The subject has also been frequently treated 
in the publications of the Geological Sur\ey, 
especially Memoiisl, 69, (1856), 265-280,(1859); 
li, 78, (i860) ; IV, 260, (1864) ; X, 27, (1873) ; 
XII, 200, 224, (1^76) j XIII, 222, (1877) ; XVIII, 


122, (1881), XXIV, 217 and 239, (1890); where 
an account of all previous notices is given. 
See also Records, XV, 93, (1882) , XXII, 220, 

(1889). 

^ Jour. As. Soc. Beng., XXll, 198, (1853). 
The result given is the mean of three an- 
alyses made in I ho laboratory of the School of 
Mines, London, The following are assays of 
the quantity of iron contained in the portion of 
laterite soluble in acids. The analysis of first 
five and No. 8 were ’made by Mr Mallet for 
the first edition ot the present work ; the other 
three a-'e from the paper on the laterite ot 
Orissa [Memoirs, p. 288) . — 


I. 


3. 


4 - 


7 - 

8 . 

9 - 


High-level latedte overlying Deccan trap, Amarkantjik 
Ditto from Mdin Pdt, Sarguja 

Ditto from Baplaimali plateau, Kdldhandi 

south of Sambalpur . . 

Ditto from top of Moira hill in the Kharakpur 

range, south of Monghyr 

Ditto from Mahudgarhf hill, Rdjmabdl hills 

Laterite (high-level) from Kdthidwdr, Western India . 
Low-Icvcl laterite^ from Daltola, Cuttack, Orissa 

Ditto from near Cuttack • . , 

Ditto from Tinjore • . . . 


Percentage of 

Percentage of 

nKtailic iron. 

iron |>tro\iuc. 

35*6 

50*8 

16 6 

237 

\ 

* 5 * 

21*4 

28*3 

404 

158 

22*5 

22*8 

32*5 

ai '5 

34’9 

25*6 

36 ‘S 

. 234 

33*4 
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mottled with various tints of brown, red, and yellow, and a considerable 
proportion sometimes consists of white clay. The difference of tint is 
evidently due to the segregation of the iron in the harder portions, the 
pale yellow and white portions of the rock, which contain little or no iron, 
being very much softer, and liable to be washed away on exposure. Oc- 
casionally the white portions have a brecciated appearance, and consist 
of angular fragments in a ferruginous matrix. In this case the rock has 
not unfrequently a compact texture resembling jasper, but it is never so 
hard as a purely silicious mineral. 

The iron peroxide not unfrequently occurs in the form of small pisolitic 
nodules, which are sometimes employed as iron ore. Veins and nests of 
black manganese have been observed by Newbold in some laterites of the 
Deccan.^ 

In many forms of laterite the rock is traversed by small irregular 
cortuous tubes, from a quarter of an inch to upwards of an inch in dia- 
meter. The tubes are most commonly vertical, or nearly vertical, but 
their direction is quite irregular, and sometimes they are horizontal. They 
are usually lined throughout with a crust of limonite, and except near the sur- 
face arc often filled with clay. Resides these, there are sometimes horizontal 
cracks, occasionally expanding into small cavities, and giving an appearance 
of irregular stratiHcation to the formation. In the more massive forms of 
laterite some horizontal banding is usually present, the cavities beneath the 
surface being mostly filled by more or less sandy clay. When first quar- 
ried, the rock is so soft that it can easily be cut out with a pick, and 
sometimes with a spade, but it hardens greatly on exposure, ^ 

The exposed surface, whether vertical or horizontal, is characteristic 
and peculiar. It is extremely irregular, being pitted over with small 
hollows, caused by the washing away of the softer portions, and gener- 
ally, though not always, traversed by the tubes and cavities just described. 
At times it is so much broken up by small holes as to appear vesicular, 
whilst the crust of limonite forms a brown glaze, often mammillated or 
botryoidal, so that the rock has a remarkably scoriaceous appearance 
and bears a very curious resemblance to an igneous product. It is not 
surprising that many observers should have looked upon laterite as vol- 
canic, for not only does it often present this remarkable superficial resem- 
blance to a scoriaceous lava flow, but it is found, in several parts of India, 
associated with basalt and other igneous rocks. Laterite, however, as will 
be shown presently, is never an original form ol igneous rock. It is in all 
cases either produced by the alteration of other rocks, sometimes igneous 
sometimes sedimentary or metamorphic, or else it is of detrital origin. 

The laterite frequently appears to pass into the underlying rock, 

* Jnur, As, Soc. Beng,j XIII, 992, (1844), 

2 « 



37 * GEOLOGY OF INDIA— I,ATFRITF. [Ohap. XV. 

whether this be ig'neous, mctamorphic, or sedimentary. In the case of basalt 
or gneiss underlying laterite the upper pait is decomposed, forming a 
clay, which becomes' a kind of lithomarge passing by insensible grada- 
tions into laterite itself, through its impregnation with iron by the water 
tricklingj^throughthe laterite above. In fresh sections, where adetrital form 
of laterite is the overlying rock, the limit of the two can usually be traced 
without difficulty, but surfaces which have been exposed for a length of 
time are generally covered with more or less of the limonite glaze and the 
lithomarge can no longer be distinguished from laterite.^ This lithomarge 
is always more ferruginous above than below ; it varies in colour from red 
through yellow to white, being usually mottled, not frequently coloured 
purple or lilac in patches, and a few pipes often occur, apparently produced 
by the percolation of water. 

Anothet form of lithomarge, found beneath the laterite in many places, 
and especially to the northward, consists of hardened clay, sometimes 
sandy and generally highly ferruginous, which shows no tendency to pass 
into the underlying rock, although it usually exhibits unn^istakable transition 
into the laterite above. In these cases, the laterite and lithomarge together 
torni a group of beds superposed, as a rule unconformably, upon 
older rocks of various kinds. In some instances, as in Bundelkhand, this 
infra-lateritic formation contains pebbles,* and there is every reason for 
believing that it is a rock of sedimentary origin. In some cases the 
present form of lithomarge contains haematite or limonite in quantitich 
sufficient to enable the mineral to be collected for iron ore, as in Bundel- 
khand, near Jabalpur, and on the eastern flanks of the Rajmahdl hills. ® 

One peculiarity possessed to an eminent degree by all forms of laterite 
is the property of broken or detrital fragments being recemented into a mass, 
closely resembling the original rock. Laterite itself has great powers of 
resisting atmospheriij disintegration, being produced by long action of the 
atmosphere upon various ferruginous clays, but the underlying formation 
decomposes, is slowly washed away, and the originally horizontal cap of 
lateritoy falling down, becomes reconsolidated on the irregular surface, 
which it still covers. Another form of reconsolidated laterite is composed 
of broken fragments, washed down by rain and streams to a lower level, 
at which they become recemeated. 

The surface of the country composed of the more solid forms of la- 
terite is usually very barren, the trees and^shrubs growing upon it being 
thinly scattered and M small size. This infertility is due, in great part, 
to the rock being so porous that all water sinks into it, and sufficient 
moisture is not retained to support vegetation. The result is that laterite 
plateaux are usually bare of soil, and frequently almost bare of vegetation. 

> Memoirtf I, 883, (1850). 1 * Memotrs, II, 81, (i860); XIII, 241, (1877). 

* Memoirst II, 841 (iBao). ^ 
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Of course, this barrenness is not universal, soil sometimes accumulates 
on laterite caps, and some of the more sjravelly or more argillaceous 
varieties support a moderate amount of vegetation. Still the general 
effect of the rock is to produce barrenness. 

Several writers have divided the laterite into two forms, high iSIvel and 
low level laterite, the former of which was supposed not to be, the other 
to be, of detrital origin, and by wsome it has been urged that the term should 
only be applied to the latter of these. 

The high level form, which is found capping the summits of hills and 
plateaux on the highlands of central and western India, is a rock of 
fine grain, and apart from the irregular distribution of the iron it contains, 
fairly homogeneous in structure ; it is not sandy, and only exceptionally 
shows any indication of a detrital origin This type Mr. Foote * has pro- 
posed to distinguish as iron clay, a term used by Voysey, one of the 
earliest observers, but also used by him in describing the low level detrital 
laterite of Nellore. 

The low level laterite, which covers larg^ tracts in the neighbourhood 
of both coasts, on the other hand, frequently contains grains of sand and 
pebbles, imbedded in the ferruginous matrix. It is, as a rule, less homo* 
geneous than the high level form, and passes by insensible gradations into 
sandy clay or gravel with a very small proportion of iron, especially in the 
exposures that have been classed as laterite on the east coast, many of 
which have little or no claim to the name if it is to be used in any litho- 
logical sense. On the west coast the exposures are more truly lateritic in 
their nature, and there are large areas of rock which do not appear to be 
detrital in their origin and are undistinguishable, except by position, from 
the high level laterite of the Deccan. 

This fact shows that no hard and fast distinction can be drawn 
between the high and low level laterite, but there is undoubtedly on 
the whole a difference in age and origin between the two types, and 
those geologists who consider that the name of a rock should distinguish 
not only its composition and structure, but also its mode of origin, are 
justified in refusing to use the same word to designate both. At the same 
time there is nothing in the description of the original propounder of the 
name to indicate that he restricted the word to one form rather than the 
Other. There is good reason to suppose that some of the laterite in the 
district he examined is, and seme is not, of detrital origin ; moreover, the 
word has by convention come to be used so generally as an ill defined but 
convenient term, descriptive of the constitution and nature of the rock, 
irrespective of its mode of origin, that it would be inconvenient, if not 
impossible, to attempt a restriction of its meaning. But, though it is im- 
possible to distinguish between the high level and low level laterites, it by 

’ M^mo^rs, XII, 201, (1870), 
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those terms there is implied any theory involving the supposition of an 
essential dilTcrence in age or mode of origin, yet the terms are convenient 
when they merely refer to the position occupied by the rock, whether on 
the highlands of the interior, or on the lowlands near the coast. 

The^ct is, that it is frequently impossible to determine whether the 
faterite is detrital or not, a difficulty well shown by the beds which occur 
interstratified with lower tertiaries near Surat. These beds are sedi- 
mentary, for marine fossils w^ere found in one of them, yet they are not in 
the least sandy, and they resemble the laterite or iron clay of the Bombay 
Deccan so closely that, when these laterite beds were first examined by 
the Geological Survey, they were supposed to be volcanic rocks altered by 
surface action. The mistake, it should be added, was partly due to an 
apparent intercalation of basalt and nummulitic limestone, subsequently 
lound to be caused by faulting. 

The high level laterite is chiefly developed on the Deccan plateau, 
especially on the highest portions of the Sahyadri range, and of the 
spurs running from the Ghats. It forms a cap on the uppermost traps 
exposed on the plateau, being also found at lower elevations, but the 
lower beds are, as a rule, of small extent or thickness. The summit bed, 
as it is termed by Mr. Foote, ^ is not more than 50 to 90 feet in thickness 
in the southern Maratha country. It is about the same at Mahabaleshwar, 
but from 100 to 200 feet at Bfdar north-west of Haidarabad. It occurs 
at varying heights above the sea, 4,700 feet at Mahabaleshwar being probably 
the highest point, wdiilst at several places in the southern Mar^thd country 
it is found capping ridges and isolated hills from about 2,000 to neaily 3,500 
feet above the sea, always overlying the highest lava flow in the ountry. 
At MAtheran, near Bombay, and on some neighbouring plateaux, there are 
caps of laterite at about 2,060 feet above the sea, but these do not 
belong to the summit bed, as the traps on the tops of these hills are 
not high in the series. Some of the laterite caps arc very extensive 
The bed at Bldar is said to be twenty-eight miles long from west-north- 
west to east south-east and twenty-two miles broad, and the area of late- 
rite at Kalian i, forty miles west of Bidar, is of even greater extent.* 

The greater portion of the trap area in the Deccan has not been closely 
examined, but so far as is known, laterite is of rare occurrence, except 
near the Western Ghdts and in the southern Mardth^ country. A few 
very small caps are found south-west of Nagpur, in south-east Berar, and 
probably similar small outliers occur here and there along the south-eastern 
margin of the volcanic region. Farther to the north-east, laterite occurs 
at Amarkantak and on the eastern outliers of the Deccan traps, at Mdin 
Pit and Jamfra Pit in Sirguja, being from 100 to 200 feet thick on the 

* Memoirs, XII, 203, (*876). 1 *• Newbold, your. Roy. 4 s. Sor., VlII, 228, 

1 (1846). 
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former. North of the Narbadi also, in Rewd, Bundelkhand, and in other 
states as far west as Gujerdt, laterite is found, sometimes as much as 
200 feet in thickness, capping outliers of the trap series. 

In all the localities hitherto mentioned laterite occurs resting upon the 
Deccan traps, but the high level laterite overlaps the traps, rests upon older 
rocks, and is found in places some hundreds of miles beyond any^xisting 
outlier of the volcanic series. Instances of this kind have been noticed 
by various observers in the southern Mardthd country,* the same laterite 
bed being apparently sometimes continued from the trap surface on 
to the transition or mctamorphic rocks, whilst numerous outliers on 
the older formations are known to exist Caps are said also to occur 
at high elevations on the Dambal or Kappatgod hills, east of Dh<5r- 
wdr, and on hills in the neigiibourhood of Bellary and Cuddapah.^ More to 
the north-east; in the high grounds of Patnd, Kdldhandi, Bastdr, Jaipur, 
etc., between the Mahdnadi and Goddvari, caps of laterite, 50 to 100 feet 
thick, occur on many of the higher hills* at elevations of between 2,000 
and 4,000 feet above the sea. The most eastern exposure known to occur 
in this neighbourhood is on the Kopilas hill, about 2,050 feet above the 
sea, and 12 miles nearly due north of Cuttack.^ To the northward a 
great expanse of laterite is found on the Chutiil Nigpur plateau at eleva- 
tions varying from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the sea in several places^ and 
especially to the north-west of Jashpur it caps ridges and peaks in the 
usual manner, but differs from the usual high level laterite in covering hills 
and valleys alike, and is probably in part a reconsolidated formation. 
Leaving, for the moment, the Rdjmahil hills, which require separate 
notice, a thick mass of laterite occurs at an elevation of 1,500 feet on 
Moira hill, the highest peak of the Kharakpur range. Turning thence 
westward, caps of the same rock are found, outside of the trap area, at 
several places in Bundclkhand,^ and at two near Gwalior,^ all on the highest 
ground ot the country. 

Besides the above mentioned localities laterite has been reported to 
occur on some of the hills of Southern India, but ferruginous clays have 
possibly been described under the name of laterite, which have little of 
its true character. Such is the case with the Nilgiris, one of the localities 
mentioned by several geologists. No well authenticated occurrence of 
laterite is known at an elevation exceeding 5,000 feet above the sea. 

.There is, however, a very important bed of this rock on the RAj- 

^ Newbold, Jour* As. Soc. XlII, 996, * The information of the occurrence of laterite 

(1844); Jour. Roy, As. Soc., VHI, 228, (1846) ; on Kopilas hill was obtained hy Mr. Ball from 
Foote, Memoirs, XII, 205, 217, (18^6) Dr. Stewart, of Cuttack. 

>Newbold, Jour, Roy. As. Soc,, VIII, 228, ® Ball, Records, X, 170, footnote, (1877). 

(1846). ® H. B. Medlicott, Memoirs, II, 82, (i86c). 

* Ball, Records, X, 169, (1877). ^ Hacket, Records, III, 41, (1870) . 
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mah^I hills in Bengal,* These hills, like the highlands of the Bombay 
Deccan, are composed of bedded basaltic traps, and, as in the Decc2n, the 
very highest bed consists of laterite, Mahu^garhf, the highest plateau in 
the range, 1,655 feet above the sea, being capped by this formation. The 
laterite in the Rdjmahal hills is, in places, as much as 200 feet thick and 
it slopes gradually from the western scarp of the hills, where it attains its 
highest elevation, to the Gangetic plain on the east. Here, too, there is 
sometimes, as in the Deccan, an apparent passage from basalt into lateritC| 
but the latter rock to the eastward is distinctly identical with the low 
level laterite of Bengal, and is clearly of detrital origin, whilst, even at 
considerable elevations in the hills, fragments, derived from the shales 
interstratified with the basaltic flows, are found imbedded in the Literite, 
so that, no distinct line having ever been drawn between the beds at differ- 
ent elevations, we appear in this case to have a passage from the high 
level into the low level laterite, and reasons for supposing that both were 
originally of sedimentaiy origin. The case, it should be remembered, is 
not clearly proved, the laterite of the Rijnialuil country not having been 
specially examined wdth a view to test the connection between the beds to 
the eastward and those to the westward, but the two appear to be paits 
of the same formation, and it is certain that both aie in this instance 
detrital,* 

The evidence hitherto collected is insufficient to justify the conclusion 
that the high level laterite once formed a continuous bed, occupying the 
whole surface of the Indian peninsula from the Ganges valley to the neigh- 
bourhood ot Madras, but the manner in which caps now occur upon isolated 
peaks and ridges clearly shows that they were once much more extensive, 
and that only the remnants have been left undenuded It ia difficult, in pre- 
sence of the great amount of denudation which has taken place since the 
laterite caps were part of a more extensive formation to escape the conviction 
that the high level laterite must be of considerable geological antiquity. 


Before proceeding to discuss the 
laterite, it will be best to point out 

^ The latente has been but briefly noticed; 
see T. Oldham, Jour. As. Soc Beng , XXIII, 
273, (1854) ; Ball, Memoirs^ XIII, 222, (1877;. 

^ There is a possibility that the connection 
between the high level laterite and the low 
level laterite of the eastern coast is not con- 
fined to the solitary instance of the Rijma- 
hdl hills, although no other equally well mark- 
ed case of passage can be traced, and in 
some cases, as at Kopilas near Cultack, the 
difference in level is very great, but th^ low 
level laterite of the eastem coast rises gra* 


very difficult subject of the origin of 
the general distribution of the low 

dually from the neighbourhood of the sea, at 
a slope which, if continued inland, would con- 
nect the bed with the high level formation. 
The latter is of greater antiquity than the low 
level bed, but the process of formation may 
have been continuous, the rock now found at 
a higher level being first formed, that at a 
lower elevation being gradually consolidated 
as the lower portion of the country was raised 
above the sea. It should be remembered that 
the higher part of the country was, in all pro- 
bability, never depressed below the sea level* 
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level latsrite, especially in the neighbourhood of the coast. On the west 
coast of the Peninsula laterite has not been observed in the Konkan^ 
or lowlands, north of Bombay,^ it appears, a little farther to the south- 
ward, between Bombay and Ratn^giri, and extends thence throughout 
large tracts of the low country, intervening between the Sahyddri range 
and the sea. as far as Cape Comorin. It does not, of course, cover tl>e 
whole surface. In many places it has been cut away by streams, so that 
the lower formations are exposed, and in parts of the country it appears 
to be wanting. The greater part of the region, however, has never been 
geologically mapped, and very few details of the distribution of laterite are 
available. 

In the country between Katndgiri and Goa the rock appears to 
form a plateau, having -a general elevation of 200 to 300 feet above the 
sea. On the coast it terminates in cliffs, the trap being exposed 
beneath it. The plateau extends for from 15 to 20 miles inland, and is 
cut through by^ numerous rivers and streams, in all of which the trap is 
exposed, Jthe lignite and clays, which were mentioned in the last chapter, 
being found between the laterite and the traps at Ratn^giri. Farther in- 
land the lateiite is found at a higher elevation than near the coast, so that 
the rock appears to have a low slope towards tlic sea. The laterite is 
distinctly of detrital origin, and even conglomeratic in places, the thick- 
ness is tonsiderable, but no exact measurements have been lecordcd, except 
at Ratndgiri, where it amounts to 35 feet, probably less than the average. 
It is evident that the plateau formerly extended much farther to the east- 
waid, and it probably covered the whole of the country as far as the base 
of the Sahyddri range, for caps of laterite are found in places on the trap 
hills, and masses, reconsolidated from the detritus of the principal beds, 
are found at lower levels. 

South of Malwdn the underlying rock is no longer trap but gneiss, or 
some other metamorphic formation. '1 he lateiite, whicli. is extensively 
developed, appears to be similar to that of the Bombay Konkaii, In 
Travancore it overlies the fossiliferous tertiary beds. 

On the east coast of India laterite occurs almost everywhere, rising 
from beneath the alluvium which fringes the coast, and sloping gradually 
upwards towards the interior, but this laterite is, as a rule, a much less 
massive formation than the rock of the western coast. It is seldom more 
than 20 feet in thickness, and is often represented by a mere sandy or 
gravelly deposit, not more than four or five feet thick Where it is thicker 
the lower portion usually consists of h’thomarge, produced by the alteration 
of the underlying rock. The laterite is frequently conglomeratic, and 

This idea of the whole laterite being one ' Except near Surat, where the outcrops are 
continuous formation appears to have occurred of nummulitic age. The rock differs from 
to Newbold. — Jour. Hoy. As. S'oc , VlII) 240, all superficial laterite, in being distinctly in- 
(1846). teroalated between other beds. 
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includes large rounded, or subangular, fragments of gneiss and other rocks^ 
good instances being found at Trichinopoli, at many places near Madras, 
amongst which are the Red Hills, seven miles to the north-west of the city, 
and around the detached hills north-west of Cuttack, in Orissa. In the 
Madras area quartzite implements of human construction have been found 
in the laterite in considerable numbers.* 

The fringe of laterite is of very unequal width In places it forms a 
broad, low slope, stretching for many miles from the edge of the alluvium t 
in others it only remains as caps upon the older rocks. In one form 
or another it appears to be traced, at short intervals, from Cape Comorin 
to Orissa, and thence northward through Midnapiir, Bardwi^n, and 
Bfrbhum, to the flanks of the Rdjmahdl hills, where it is well developed and, 
as already noticed, it appears to pass into the high level laterite. 

The low level laterite is not confined to the neighbourhood of the coast. 
It is frequently found in patches over many paits of the country, but these 
patches are rarely of large size and they olten appear to be due to local 
conditions, such as abundance of iron in the rocks, or reconsolidation of 
fragments derived from a bed of hii»h level laterite. Many such lateritic 
deposits are rather of the nature of ferruginous gravel than of true lateritic. 
The small pisolitic nodules, so characteristic of some forms of laterite, are 
found abundantly in the older alluvium of the Ganges valley, and in many 
other superficial deposits in the plains of India, and whenever they are suf- 
ficiently abundant, appear to become cemented, with the accompanying 
sand and clay, into a rock closely resembling laterite in many of its pecu- 
liarities. 

In Burma, laterite of the detrital low level type is found in places 
on the edge of the alluvial tracts of the Iiawadi and Sittaung rwers in 
Pegu and Martaban, forming as usual a cap to other ro^'ks, and having a 
very low dip towards the river from the sides of the valleys. The lateiite 
appears to form the basement bed of the post-tertiary gravels and sands, 
and laterite gravels, apparently derived from the denudation of the mas- 
sive laterite are largely dispersed through the older alluvial deposits. 

West of the Iiauadi only a few patches of laterite occur in the Myan- 
aung district, but the rock is more common along the western foot of the 
Pegu Yoma. To the east of that range laterite is generally wanting, but 
there is a well marked belt of this formation along the base of the meta- 
morphic hills east of the Sittaung river, forming a plateau which rises 50 
or 60 feet above the alluvium of the Sittaung valley. Some laterite is 
also found in Tenasserim, whence it extends into the Malay peninsula. 


Having thus stated, as briefly as is consistent with the object of afford- 
• R. R. Foote, Uempirst X, 27-58, (1873). 
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ing a tolerably complete account of the rock, the distribution and mode of 
occurrence of the different varieties of laterite, the question of the manner 
in which this rock has been formed, must next be considered. The 
subject has already been noticed as difficult, the difficulty arising from 
the fact that the rock has evidently undergone a considerable amount of 
change, both chemical and structural. The difference between laterite, 
when first cut from the quarry and the same rock after exposure, is 
well marked. 1 he rock becomes harder, and the hardening appears 
not merely due to the desiccation of the argillaceous constituents, but 
also to a change taking place in the distribution of the peroxide of 
iron, the change being shown by the colour becoming darker, and by the 
suiface being covered with a glaze of limonite. Whether the anhydrous 
iron peroxide, which occurs in some forms of high level laterite, be- 
comes converted by exposure into hydrated peroxide, has not been 
ascertained, but it is quite clear that the process of segregation of the 
iron has tended greatly to obscure any structure which may have exist- 
ed originally in the rock, and that this segregative action is constantly 
in progress. It has already been stated that iron has been dissolved out 
of the laterite and redeposited in the underlying lithomarge, where the 
latter is merely an altered form of the rock beneath, and it is a common 
circumstance to find plsolitic nodules of hydrated iron peroxide, evidently 
due to segregation, in some forms of laterite. These facts, and tile pro- 
cess by which the surfaces of the rock, and of the lubes by which it is 
traversed, become coated with a glaze of limonite, render it evident that a 
transfer of iron oxide from one part of the rock to another is continually 
going on. 

One vie\v, which has been held by several good observers and has 
been strongly supported by Mr. Foote’s examination of the laterite or 
iron clay in the southern Mar^thci country, is that the high level laterite 
is simply the result of the alteration in situ of various forms of rock, and 
especially of basalt^ by the action of atmospheric changes. Many of the 
dolerites of the Deccan contain iron in the form of magnetite, and large 
quantities of magnetic iron sand are found in the beds of streams which 
flow over the traps, whilst bands, both of magnetite and haematite, are lo- 
cally common in the metamorphic rocks. The gradual change from dole- 
ritic trap into laterite has been noticed by several observers,* and so far as 
the Deccan alone is concerned, the evidence in favour of laterite being 
merely the result of atmospheric change acting upon very ferruginous vol- 
canic rocks, appears so strong that, if there were no conflicting phenome- 
na, it might be accepted as a satisfactory explanation. At the same time 
there are some difficulties, to which attention was first called by Captain 


» Voysey, Jour. As. Soc. Btng.j XIX, 274, {1850); Fuote, Memoirs, ^I, 202, (187Q. 
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Nevvbold/ and although Mr. Foote* has shown that they are not insuper- 
able, they must not be overlooked, because the apparently sedimentary 
oiigin of the rock, in Bundelkhand and elsewhere, tends to invalidate 
the conclusion that the high level laterite is merely the result of surface 
r hange. 

The main argument in favour of supposing the high level l.iterite of 
the Deccan to be merely altered basalt, is that the two rocks aie 
seen to pass into each other. 'I his fact, which is unquestionably 
established, may be considered proof that laterite may result from 
the alteration of basalt or a similar rock, but it is, of course, insufficient 
evidence to show that such is the origin in all cases It is always 
possible that the upper portion of the laterite is, in each case, of ex- 
traneous origin, and that the surface of the basalt beneath has been 
affected by the infiltration of iron, in the manner already described when 
explaining the oiigin of Iithomarge. Niimeious instances are found, on 
the other hand, in which the lateiite rests upon the suiface of basalt, 
which is either hard and unaltered, or soft and decomposed, without any 
appearance of a passage from one lock to the other Hut this, again, is 
no proof that the laterite above the unalteied trap is not itself the result 
of alteration of a different lava flow, the rock beneath not being sus- 
ceptible of the same change. It is clear that the c\idence afforded by 
the ciicumstance that basaltic trap sometimes passes into laterite, and 
sometimes does not, is insufficient to decide the question as to whethei 
the latter is derived from the tonne r by a process of chemical alteration. 

It has been stated that jnagnetitc occuis in man) of the Dec can 
basalts, but until far more anaUses have been made, it is impossible to 
say whether any of these rocks contain as laige a pioportion of jron as 
the laterite. It is probable that some may, but it is certain that so large 
a proportion of iron as 15 or 20 per cent ^ in any basalt is exceptional, 
yet this is not above the aveiage amount in the Deccan laterite. At the 
same time the larger percentage may perhaps be explained by a process 
of concentration, some of the other constituents of the rock having been 
removed, in the manner explained fuither on, but not the iion. 

One difficulty, to which especial attention was drawn by Captain Newr- 
bold, IS the complete absence in the lateiite of those nodules, large or 
small, of various forms of silica, such as agate, jasper, and crystalline, 
quartz, so frequently found in the different forms of trap. It is difficult 
to understand, if laterite simply results from the alteration /« Sttu of the 
Deccan basalts, why no amygdaloidal structure, especially where the 
amygdules contain so indestructible a mineral as agate, should be detected 

* your. As Soc Beng XIII, 995, (1844), Jow • That is of metallic iron ; 15 per cent, of 

Roy. As Soc , VIII, 238, {1846). iron corresponds ^o 19 3 per cent of protoxi le, 

* Memoirst Xll, 2^, (187^). aid ati 4 per cent of sesquioxide 
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in the altered rock. Mr. Foote sugjjests^ that, in the case of the summit 
bed, which appears to rest upon the highest traps, the absence of 
amygdaloidal structure may be due, in the^wfst place to the lava flow, 
having been of a peculiarly dense nature,* and secondly to the fact that, 
being the uppermost flow, the water >\hich percolated it did not contain 
silica in sufficient quantity to form silicious nodules in the vesicular 
hollows. He also points out that the underlying bed into which the 
summit bed laterite is seen to graduate in several sections, is a very 
argillaceous rock >Yithout vesicular cavities or enclosed minerals. 

One conclusion is clear, if the high level laterite of the Deccan has 
been produced by the alteration in situ of volcanic rocks, only particular 
varieties of such rocks are capable of undergoing the alteration. If all 
were similarly liable to be converted into laterite at the surface, the 
occurrence of that rock would be more general, and less restricted to 
particular elevations. The great difficulty in the way of explaining the 
origin of the high level laterite, so widely spread in Malw 4 and the Deccan, 
by a simple process of atmo^ipheric alteration is, in brief, that the hypo- 
thesis demands tlie occurrence, over an enormous area of country, of a 
volcanic rock, whether a tuff or a true lava flow is immaterial, of peculiar 
and unu■^ual composition, containing a much larger proportion of iron than 
usual, and wanting the amygdaloidal structure, so common in the Deccan 
traps. This difficulty, it must be remembered, is, so far, only a reason for 
caution in coming to a conclusion, and does not show that the hypothesis of 
alteration in situ is impossible. 

The great extension of the laterite beyond the trap area might 
be explained by supposing that the highest volcanic stratum covered a 
wider surface than any of the inferior lava flows, but this theory is unten- 
able in some cases, fer instance in that of the Gauli plateau, south of 
Belgaurn,* where a bed of laterite at a lower level than the summit bed 
was traced by Mr Foote on both sides of the Mahddiyi ravine, passing 
into the underlying trap to the northward and into metamorphic rocks to 
the south, as is represented in the sketch section fig. 20, given on the fol- 
lowing page. In this case, the southern portion must have been formed from 
gneissic rocks if the laterite be the result of alteration alone, and it 
is difficult to understand how two rocks, so totally dissimilar in constitution 
as basalt and gneiss, can have produced precisely the same rock, by a 
simple process of disintegration in situ. 

On the other hand, the difficulties in the way of supposing the high 
level laterite to be sedimentary are considerable. The idea of its being 
a marine deposit can scarcely be entertained, as there is not a shadow^ of 

* Memoirs^ XII, 203, (1876). rare, although they do not, as a rule, preserve 

» Such dense beds do certainly occur in the their non-vesicular character over large areas. 
Deccan traps^ indeed they cannot be said to be Memoirs^ XII, 217, ^1^876). 
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evidence in any part of India to rendei it probable that 
t the whole of the great trap plateau has been beneath 
‘I the sea in tertiary times. It is inconceivable that 
S fluviatile deposits should be so enormously extended, 
;5i yet so thin. One objection, which at the first glance 
^ appears important, is apparent rather than real. It 
^ is that a sedimentary deposit could not be formed 
^ on the highest portions of the country, because there 
w could be no higher land in the neighbourhood from 
gj which the sediment might be derived, whilst the 
^ singularly small amount of disturbance which the 
- Deccan rocks have undergone rendei s it improbable 
2 that any great relative change of elevation has taken 

I place. But it must be remembered that laterite is 
S a rock which resists atmospheric action far more than 

II most forms of doleritic trap, as is shown by the 
manner in which hard unaltered caps of laterite 

-c rest upon softened and decomposing basaltic rocks. 
^ Consequently those portions of the plateau which 
jl, were oiiginally highest may, if not capped by 
^ laterite, have disintegrated more rapidly than those 
8 protected by the lateritic formation, until the latter 
^ remained, forming the highest ridges, long after 
^ the unprotected portions had been swept away. 

» The evidence afforded by the laterite outliers in 
^ Bundelkhand^ is distinctly opposed to the theory of 
alteration tn situ. The whole group, lateritf^ above 
J underlaid by ferruginous clay, frequently containing 
« sand and pebbles, is found indifferently capping the 
n trap and Vindhyan sandstones. Now, whatever may 
§ be the case with dolerite and gneissic rocks, no 
g conceivable process of alteration could convert a 
« purely quartzose rock, containing a mere trace of 
^ iron, like the Vindhyan sandstone, into an argillaceous 
o one with 20 per cent, of iron entering into its com- 
position, and the circumstance that the lower portion 
^ of the lateritic group is clearly detrital, proves that the 
laterite is not an altered outlier of the Deccan trap. 


It appears almost impossible to separate the Bundelkhand laterite from 
the high level laterite of the Deccan. Lithologically and stratigraphically 

* Memoirsy II, 79- 86, (i860). 
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the two rocks are identical. There can be no reasonable doubt that the 
trap once occupied the surface of the ground now cut out into valleys by 
the feeders and main streams ot the Son, Narbada, and Mahanadf^ and 
that Bundelkliand and MdlwA were united with Mandld and Sarguja into 
one plateau of horizontal trap rocks. If this be conceded, and it 
appears impossible to doubt it, the caps of laterite near Sdgar (Saugor), 
occupying precisely the same relative position as those at Amarkantak 
and the MAin PAt, may fairly be considered part of the same bed, and the 
RewA outliers, which are probably either beyond the original range of 
the trap, or else on ground which was above the general trap level, must 
be referred to the same origin. Now the Amarkantak and Sarguja 
laterites are not merely similar in every respect to the other Deccan high 
level outcrops of the rock, but they appear to be connected, by a series of 
small caps at intervals, with the typiced formation of the southern MarAthA 
country. There may be a break in the chain, as the distances are too great 
for any safe conclusions to be formed, and all that can be done is to indi- 
cate the probabilities, but it appears to be a fair inference that, if the 
Bundelkliand laterite is of detrital origin, the rock of Amarkantak and 
the Deccan is the same. 

The lateiite of the RAjmahAl hills is separated by so great a break 
from that of Sargiaja, and the Rdjniah^l traps are in all probability s6 much 
older than those of the Deccan, that it is impossible to say whether the 
RAj mallei laterite is of the same age as that of central and western India. 
Lithologically it is identical, and like the Deccan laterite it occurs, in 
part at least, at a considerable elevation, whilst its sedimentary origin has 
already been mentioned. 


On the west coast of the Peninsula we have a careful study of the low- 
level laterite of souih TMalabar by Mr. P. Lake.^ He describes two distinct 
varieties, the first, distinguished as vesicular laterite, is eharacterised by nu* 
merous vermicular branching and anastomising tubes which, in the portion 
of the rock not exposed to the air, are filled with a white or yellow clay, 
containing a much smaller proportion of iron and a larger percentage of 
potash than the w'alls of the tubes. Away from the surlace, as the rock 
becomes less affected by the weather, the distinction between the tube 
walls and their contents gradually disappears, till what was laterite above 
passes into clay below. The laterite is thus seen to be the result of a 
sort of superficial concretionary action, the iron tending to segregate in 
the form of tubes from which the clayey’ non-ferruginous parts are washed 
out, leaving the resulting laterite with a higher proportion of iron than the 
clay from which it was formed, 

* Memons, XXIV, 217, (1890). 
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The other variety of latcrile, distinguished as pcllety, is deiived from 
the vesicular laterite. After the tube contents have been washed out the 
tube walls slowly break up into little subangular pieces, which are washed 
away and deposited at a lower level, where they are recemented into a lock, 
Usually much more solid than the first variety. It consists of small irre- 
gular ferruginous pellets cemented by a similar material, is devoid of 
vermicular tubes, and has a higher percentage of iron than the unexposed 
parts of the vesicular variety, the percentage being piobably much the 
same as in the tube walls. 

The origin of the pellety form is sufficiently obvious i it is a detrital 
rock fo-med of the debits of the vesicular form, which is regaided by Mr. 
Lake as a product of decomposition in stfu of the gneiss. The gneiss of 
Malabar, consisting principally of quartz. feKpar, hornblende or mica, and 
garnets, weathers leadily into a ferruginous clay If exposed to the 
weather, the iron segregates and hardens the clay, where it collects, wdiilc 
the rest, deprived of ferruginous cement, is loose and easily washed away. 
As this process goes on the gneiss becomes covered with a cap of laterite 
gradually increasing in thickness till it acts as a protection to the under- 
lying gneiss from further decomposition. 

There can be no doubt that the vesicular laterite is, in part at least, 
formed by a laterisation of the decomposed gnei'^s, for the lamination of 
the gneiss can often be traced into the laterite, and the more quartzose 
beds stand up as ribs several feet into the laterite which has replaced 
the more felspathic portions on either side. 


One more hypothesis of the origin of laterite requires notice ^V. F R. 
Mallet, in noticing the resemblance of ceitain ferruginous beds w'ith under- 
lying bole, interstratified with the volcanic rocks of Ulster,^ to the laterite 
and lithomarge of India, suggests that the laterite is of lacustrine origin. 
During the decay of vegetable matter in the presence of the higher oxides 
of iron oxygen is absorbed, reducing them to protoxide, which unites with 
carbonic acid, a product of the decomposition of vegetation, to form ferrous 
carbonate, soluble in water containing an excess of carbonic acid. When 
the water carrying this ferrous carbonate in solution is exposed to the 
air in streams or lakes it absorbs oxygen, the ferrous carbonate is decom- 
posed with the escape of carbonic acid and a re-oxidation of the ferrous 
oxide into insoluble ferric oxide, which is precipitated wherever the 
water comes to rest in a lake or marsh. 

On this hypothesis the high level laterite w^ould have been formed in 
the shallow depressions left between the lava flows and ash heaps of the 
surface of the land at the close of the Deccan trap period, while the low 

» Records, XIV, 139, <i88l). 
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level laterite, excluding tlie ferruginous gravels, would have been formed 
in the depressions on the plain o( marine denudation whose surface it caps. 
As already explained, the resistance which laterite offers to denudation 
would be sufficient to account for its being now found capping the hills, 
and if it were originally formed in the depressions of the surface, for the 
complete reversal of contour is an indication of the time that has elapsed. 


From what has gone before it will be seen that the subject of the origin 
of laterite is still wrapt in obscurity. None of the various hypotheses tliat 
have been piopounded is completely satisfactory, nor is it possible to come 
to any final conclusion till an agreement is come to. as to the meaning of 
the word laterite. It must be used either as purely a lithological, or as 
a chronological, term, not indifferently as cither, but as the word was 
originally intended to describe a peculiar variety of rock, irrespective of 
its age or origin, for which too a fresh name would have to be adopted if 
the familiar one were abandoned, it is the lithological sense of the W'ord 
W'hich it is mo.st desirable to retain. 

Using the term as defined by its proposer for a vesicular, highly ferru- 
ginous, clay, soft in the mass but readily hardening on exposure to the 
weather, it seems that there is nothing essentially volcanic in th6 rock. 
"I'he high level lalerites are doubtless derived, directly or indirectly, from 
the debris of volcanic rocks, but it is to the gneiss and granite that w^e must 
look for the ultimate source of the laterite of the south Konkan, Travancore, 
and Ceylon. 

According to some geologi.sts this lateriU is in reality a soil and formed 
by the direct decomposition in situ of the underlying rock, but) some doubt 
attaches to the observations on which this conclusion is based, as the ap- 
parent transition may be due to an infiltration of iron from the overlying 
laterite and a con\ersion of the decomposed portion of the underlying rock, 
where it is suitably argillaceous, into laterite. It is certain that, though 
laerite appears to a certain extent to be still in course of formation, the 
bulk of the rock is of ancient date, for it is now^ found on the summits of 
Steeply scarped trap hills, or a deeply eroded plain of marine denudation, 
the exceptions being for the most part those cases where it is palpably or 
probably of detrital origin, and derived from pre-existing laterite. 

There are two difficulties in the way of accepting this explanation 
without modification. The first is the large proportion of iron present in 
laterite, a proportion which is only exceptionally found in any volcanic 
rock, and much exceeds that present in any of the gneissose roclcs, apart 
from certain highly ferruginous bands. Such local and exceptional accu- 
mulations of iron are not sufficient to account for the amount present in the 
laterite caps far removed from them, nor can the concentration of iron 
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caused by the washing away of the less ferruginous and consequently less 
coherent portions, account for its presence, any more than for the argil- 
laceous nature of the rock, where it rests on sandstones almost devoid of 
any trace of clay or iron. The supposition that laterite is derived from the 
decomposition of a specially ferriferous eruption, marking the close of the 
Deccan trap period, is insufficient to account for the facts even within the 
Deccan trap area, and quite fails when applied to the remote exposures, 
far beyond the limits of the area within which the influence of these erup- 
tions could have been felt. 

One objection which might be urged to the hypothesis of the origin of 
laterite by the decomposition tn Siiu of volcanic rock, that it should in that 
case be found interbedded with the trap, may be dismissed. However 
laterite originated, time was certainly a factor in its formation, and the 
occurrence of beds of bole suggests that the same causes which subse- 
quently led to its formation, were at work during the Deccan trap period, 
but that the rapid succession of lava flows did not leave them time to pro- 
duce the full effect w’hich resulted when the eruptions had ceased. 

The second difficulty is the great thickness of some of the patches of 
high level laterite, which seems to preclude their having been formed as a 
soil, by the segregation of the oxide of iron and removal of the less 
coherent non-ferruginous poitions, and the more probable explanation is 
that they were formed in lakes or marshy hollow's by the deposition of oxide 
of iron from the stagnant v/aters, mixed more or less with line grained ash 
and decomposed volcanic debris. The laterite of the lowlands may have 
been similarly formed in marshy hollows, left on the surface of a plain of 
marine denudation after its elevation above sea level. It is described 
as a thin, fairly uniform layer covering the undulations of this plain, but in 
Mr. Lake's description of south Malabar there are said to be gneiss hills, 
or islands, rising from this plain, on which no laterite is found, and if the 
laterite were a direct pioduct of decomposition of gneiss, it is difficult to 
see why it should be restricted to the lowland near the coast, which was 
evidently once covered by the sea. 

As to the conditions necessary for the formation of laterite little can be 
said. Those countries where it has been supposed to be still in process of 
formation are characterised for the most part by a warm, moist, climate, and 
art abundant vegetation. But there is one characteristic of all the laterite 
regions that appears to be important ; the laterite is without exception only 
found on level or gently undulating surfaces, if we ignore the irregulari- 
ties produced by subsequent denudation. It is found on the terrace border- 
ing the sea coast, and on the plateaux capping the hills further inland, but 
whenever a rock which couW pass for laterite is found on the intermediate 
slopes, it is dearly of derivative origin. The rounded surfaces of the 
gneiss hills of Ceylon and Southern India are often covered to a great 
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depth with a more or less ferruginous subsoil, which never passes into 
laterite, except in such localities as the summit plateau of the Shevaiov hdN 
or the plain, now intersected with valleys cf denudation, which bordeis the 
sea coast. It is also said to be found in the bottoms of the valleys of south 
Malabar, but wherever laterite is found on the sloping ground, it is ckar).> 
derived from the disintegration of some bed at a higher level. 


The geological age of the high level laterite must, of course, remain 
undetermined, until the mode of formation has been more definitely ascer- 
tained. If the rock be merely the result of surface alteration, it may 
be of any date subsequent to the termination of the volcanic out- 
bursts. Indeed, it must still be in process of formation, as has been 
justly pointed out by several observers. But, as its occurrence in the 
form of a few isolated caps shows that it w'as once a much more extensive 
formation, it must have existed before the denudation of the area 
had much advanced, and must, therefore, have been formed, in part at 
least, soon after the termination of the volcanic eruptions. The great 
‘‘imilarity between the high level laterite and the beds of the same rock 
interstratified with the nummulitic limestones and gravels of Gujardt and 
Cutch, tends to suggest the possibility that the two are contemporaneous, 
and also that they may have been produced in the same manner, with 
this important distinction, however, that the Gujarat beds are marine, 
whilst there does not appear to be any evidence in favour of supposing 
that the highlands of the Dcccan were submerged during any portion of 
the tertiary period. Had they been submerged, the amount of denudation 
which the traps must have undergone would, in all probability, have 
caused the high level laterite to be more distinctly iinconfonnable. At 
the same time, it is far from clear that the laterite is truly conformable to 
the highest trap flows. It has been hitherto assumed, rather than proved, 
that all the beds of laterite, at lower elevations than the summit bed, are 
of later age. The occurrence of laterite at various elevations presents 
no difficulty on the theory of the laterite being an altered form of 
the traps, but if this rock be of any definite date, it is clear that ex- 
tensive denudation must have reduced the level of such hills as Ma- 
IherAn, the uppermost beds of which are at least 2,000 or 3,000 feet 
below the highest volcanic flows, before the laterite was deposited. 
Nevertheless, the laterite of Matherin, although apparently non-detrrtal, 
may be a secondary product. Thia question of the conformity of the high- 
level laterite to the highest traps requires, in fact, further investigation. 

Whether the true laterite of the low grounds near the sea is to be re- 
garded as newer than that of the high level plateaux depends on the 
hypothesis of origin adopted. If they are both products of decomposition 
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/« Situ of the underlying lock, they nia) both be of the same age, but if, 
as seems probable, the formation ol the laterite was anterior lothe excava- 
tion of ihc valleys \\hich now limit its extent, then the low level laterite is 
shown, by the less degree of denudation tl at has taken place since its foi- 
mation, to be newer than the high level. On any hypothesis, except the 
im[)Ossible one of direct volcanic origin, there is no reason why the pro- 
duction of laterite should be restricted to any particular geological age, 
and Mr. Lake’s observation of the apparent passage of gneiss into hiUritu 
in the bottoms of some of the valleys of south Malabai,^ would biing th(> 
date of origin of ^some part of the laterite down to a, geologicall} , ■\cr) 
lecent period. 


The foregoing remarks regaiding llie origin of laterite refer only to 
what may be called the iion-dttrital foim, in the sense that it is not pal- 
pably formed of the debris of pre-existing rocks of a similar nature ; but the 
bulk of wdiat has generally been described as low level latciite, principallv 
along the east coast, is evidently of clastic origin, and is often meiely a sub- 
re cent gravel with a ferruginous matrix. Although, as has been explained, 
it seems advisable to use the term laterite in a purely dithological sense* 
and not to apply it to such rocks, even though there is cveiy d(grte ol 
transition between the two, it is impossible to ignore these so called late- 
rites, seeing that the term has been so generally used in the past. 

Like the true laterite of south Malabar, they are found resting on 
what appears to be a plain of marine denudation, and the enquiry naturally 
arises as to whether the low level laterite is a marine formation. A priori 
it would appear improbable that a marine formation should be deposited 
during the process by which a plain of marine denudation is elevated 
above the sea. On the other hand, the frequent occurrence of pebbles, 
often of large size, in the latcrites of the east coast appears due to the 
action of the waves, especially where, as around the isolated hills in Orissa, 
which may originally have been islands, a mass of well rounded shingle, 
in every way resembling a beach, is found cemented together b} laterite. 
'J he absence of marine fossils may be due to their having been obliterated 
by the forces w^hich produced the peculiar concretionary structure of the 
rock. 

There are, however, tw^o circumstances wdiich appear to militate 
strongly against considering tJie laterite a marine formation. One of these 
is its remarkable thinness, which, so far as is knowm, rarely exceeds 20 
feet along the east coast, and the other is the very frequent occurrence, 
in the Madras country, of palaeoli^^hic implements imbedded in the rock. 
Some of these might have been dropped into the sea from canoes, but 

* Memoirs, XXIV, 226, (1890). 
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it IS incredible that ti e men who used the stones should have lo'-t them 
in the sea in such numbers as would account for their present abundance. 

On the whole, it appears most probable that the low level laterite is a 
hubaerial deposit, due, however, in many cases, to the rearrangement of 
marine gravels and sands by rain and streams. All rain and stream 
action would tend to carry away the lighter sand and clay, and to leave 
behind the heavy iron sand, and to this may be due the concentration of 
the ferruginous element. 

The presence of palaeolithic human implements in the Madras laterite 
[)roves that the rock is of post-tertiary origin. The implements ^ found 
aic chiefly of quartzite, and have evidently been fashioned from peb- 
bles, derived originally from the rocks of the Cuddapah system. 

Despite the geologically recent origin of the low level laterite, the con- 
siderable amount of denudation which it has undergone shows that it is, 
in pait at least, a formation of ancient date, counting by years. It has 
already been mentioned that, on the west coast the plateau near the sea 
has been cut through by streams to a great depth, and the underlying trap 
exposed, and that farther inland, at a higher level, only a few caps of the 
low level laterite remain. On the eastern coast, which, owing to the large 
amount of d<‘posits brought down by livers, is protected from the action of 
the sea, the laterite has undergone Ic'ss denudation, in consequence of its 
being frequently covered by later allu\ial deposits, but still it has been 
removed by atmospheric action over laige areas away from the coast. Jt is 
probable that the land rose very slowly from the sea, the laterite forming 
on the raised blope /fari passu with the elevation, and that, consequently, 
the farther inland the rock the older its date, and the longer the period 
during which it has undergone denudation from atmospheric agencies 
But the deep ravines cut by the streams close to the western coast, neai 
Ratn^giri, mark the lapse of a considerable period of time since the low 
level laterite was first consolidated, and a curious piece of evidence of the 
same Irind has been recorded by Mr. Foote* in the neighbourhood of 
Madras. 

Betw^een two villages called Amerumbode and Maderapaucum, east of 
Sattavedu, and about 30 miles north-west by north of Madras, are some 
stone circles, made of blocks of the laterite, in wdiich palcTolithic imple- 
ments are found in abundance in the immediate neighbourhood. Tlu* 
stone circled are known in the country as Karambar rings, and precisely 
similar rings of stone are found in many parts of India, associated with 
various other rude stone buildings such, as kistvaens and cromloclis 
That these stone circles are of much later date than the paljeolithic 

> R, B. Foote, Mad, Jour, Lit. Scu, Oct. 1866, 1 Soc,, XXIV, 484, (iSCS). 

3rd series, Pt. 2, p. i ; a\no Quart. Jour. Geol, I * Memoirs, X, 47, (1873). 
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implements is evident, first because in the particular case near Madras the 
circles are constructed of rock in which the implements are imbedded, and 
secondly, because iron implements, which mark a far more advanced stage 
of human progress, have been repeatedly found within the enclosures. 
Nevertheless, the stone circles themselves must be the work of a very 
ancient period, for all record of their construction, or even of the people 
who built them, has passed away. 



CHAPTER XVI. 


PLEISTOCENE AND RECENT DEPOSITS. 

{Exclusive of the Indo-Gangetic alluvium) 

Peninsular Area — Extent, and distinction from tertiary beds — Various forms of posttertiary 
deposits— Cuddalore sandstone— War Icalli beds— Cave deposits— Older alluvium of the 
Narbadd, Tipti^ Godivari and Kistna— Newer alluvium of the east coast — Smooth water 
anchorages and recent deposits of the west coast— Lake deposits— or cotton soil— 
Blonw sand -Extra-Peninsular Area— Hills west of the Indus— North-West Punjab— 
the Hiindiayas —Eastern frontier — Alluvium of the Ira wadi. 

The posttertiary (postpliocene, pleistocene or quaternary) and recent 
formations of India occupy an immense area. They form the wide plains of 
the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra, and cover large tracts of country 
south of the Gangetic and east of the Indus plain. No older formation is 
exposed throughout the greater portion of the belt of alluvial lowland 
fringing the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and subrecent accumulations 
occupy a large area in Gujardt and in some other districts near the western 
coast. Large deposits in the valleys of the peninsular rivers and- upon the 
fertile plains of the interior are also of recent or subrecent origin. The 
most important and extensive of these forms the great I ndo- Gangetic plain, 
and, as the extent and variety of the recent and subrecent deposits render 
it impossible to treat of them all in a single chapter, its description, with 
all the important and inter^'sting questions it raises, will be deferred for 
the present. 

It is very difficult to draw a clear and distinct line between tertiary 
and posttertiary formations in India. The limit of the two in Europe 
coincides with the glacial epoch, but as no physical trace of this cold 
period has been detected in peninsular India, the distinction between the 
pliocene tertiary formations and the postpliocene beds is there less easily 
defined. Practically, no difficulty has hitherto arisen, because the 
tertiary beds of the Peninsula are comparatively unimportant, and those 
which occur belong to the older or middle tertiaries, and not to the 
newer beds, so that there is a marked break between the tertiary and 
posttertiary deposits ; but in the extra-peninsular area, where the upper- 
most tertiary deposits are largely developed, it is often extremely 
difficult to say where the line should be drawn. 
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In dealing with the recent and subrecent deposits of India it is impos- 
sible to observe a strictly chronological order, and it is necessary to classify 
them more or less according to their nature. In the case of those in 
peninsular India the following classification will be followed, the oder 
being roughly, though not strictly, that of their date of origii. : — 

1. Subrecent or doubtfully tertiary deposits of the coastal region. 

2. Cave deposits. 

3. Older alluvial deposits. 

4. Newer alluvial deposits of the river valleys and deltas. 

5. Raised littoral accumulation» of sand, shells, etc. 

(). Soils. 

7. Blown sand. 

Along the eastern coast cf the Peninsula, from the neighbourhood of 
Rdjdmahendri to the Tinevclli district, a peculiar formation, consisting 
chiefly of sandstones and grits, is found underlying the laterite and asso- 
ciated gravels which form a low slope on the edge of the east coast 
alluvium. This sandstone formation has received several local names, but 
is now generally known as the Cuddalore sandstones,^ from being well 
developed in the neighbourhood of the civil station of Cuddalore^ about 
100 miles south of Madras, 

The greater portion of the Cuddalore group, throughout the area in 
^^hich it is found, consists of gritty and sandy beds, sometimes highly 
ferruginous, and coloured of various tints of yellow, brown, red, and 
purple, sometimes uhite or pale coloured, and not infrequently^ moltled- 
In some cases the rock is argillaceous, and occasionally thin bands of 
clays or shales are intei stratified. The beds are soft, loose textured and, as 
a rule, ill consolidated, being rarely sufficiently compact to b^ used as 
building stone. Hands of conglomerate have been found. 

As already slated, these beds have been traced thioughout a laigt* 
portion of the east coast. Their most northerly extension known is 
between X’izagapatam and Rdj^mahendri. 'i'he coast north of Vizagapa- 
tain, as far as the Chilkii lake, has not been examined geologically, and 
throughout Orissa no outcrops of the Cuddalore beds have been detected, 
but there is a possibility that they may be represented by some clays and 
sandy beds associated with the laterite of Midnapur.* There is rather 
more probability that certain sandstones, grits and clays, which occur east 
of Riniganj, and extend northwards as far as Suri in Birbhum, belong to 
the same group as the Cuddalore sandstones of Madras. 

From the neighbourhood ,of R^lj^mahendri the Cuddalore beds have 
been mapped at intervals along the coast for fully 600 miles to the 

* For further information see more particu- ' Foote, Memoir X, 59, (i&73) and XX, 35, 
larly, H. F. Blanford, Memoirs, IV, 165, (1863); I (i8$3). 

King and Foote, Memoirs, IV, 256, (1864); ! * Memoirs, I, 268, (1859). 
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southward. 1 hey usually form a low slope, clipping at a very slight angle to 
the eastward, in the direction of the sea, ancl are, as a rule, much covered 
and concealed by the deposits associated with the low level lateritc of the 
east coast. To the westward they rest indifferently, but always unconform- 
ably, upon rocks of various ages, — metamorphic, Jurassic or cretaceous,— 
and they often terminate in this direction in a low scarp. To the eastward 
they disappear in places, with their capping of laterite, beneath the alluvium 
of the coast, but they quite as often, especially to the southward, terminate 
in a small cliff. Their outcrop is repeatedly interrupted by the broad alluvial 
valleys of rivers, and in some places, as for nearly loo miles south of 
Madras, they appear to be wanting altog('ther, whilst in other parts of the 
c ountry they form a broad tract, usually sandy and infertile, raised above 
the general level, occasionally no less than 25 miles wide from east to west, 
as near Cuddalore, but generally much less. 

From the paucity of sections and the extent to which the Cuddalore 
sandstcjues are concealed by laterite and sandy soil, their absolute thick- 
ness can nowhere bo estimated w ith accuracy. "1 he scarp in which they 
terminate to the w'cstward is sometimes as much as 100 feet liigh and 
they must be somewhat thicker than this, but it is doubtful if they attain 
any considerable thickness. '1 hey are perfectly undisturbed, and have* all 
tlic appearance of being a comparatively late formation. 

The only fossils found in the Cuddalore beds consist of exogenous sili- 
cified fossil wood, some of wdiich is coniferous and has been described 
under the name cf Ptuce sc/tmidiana^ The genus Pcuce is not acknow- 
ledged by all palacobotanists, and it appears too ill defined to justify any 
conclusions as to the age of the rocks being founded upon its occurrence. 

This silicilicd wood is es|)ecially abundant at 1 iruvakarai('rrivicary\ about 
fourteen miles west north-w'est of Pondicherri, whence the name of Trivicary 
grits has been applied by some writers to the local development of the ('uclcla- 
lore sandstones. The trunks of trees occurring at this place are of large 
size, one having been found as much as 100 feet in length, while steins 15 
to 20 feet long and 5 to 6 feet in giith are not uncommon. '1 hey occur 
prostrate, imbedded in ferruginous grit. 

'I he age and mode of origin of the Cuddalore sandstones are obscure, 
as but little importance can be attached to the identification of one generic 
form of coniferous wood. They arc cjuite uiiconformable to the cretaceous 
beds, which they overlap in a most irrc'gular manner, as near Pondicherri, 
where they rest on beds of the Ari\aliir group, forming the plateau 
near the town, known as the Red hills; six miles further westward, and 
west of the belt of cretaceous rocks, they are seen resting on Utatur oeds 
near Tiruvakarai, whilst a few miles further west they completely overlap 


* Schmid u. Schleiden: Uuber die Natur der Kieselholzer. Jena, 1855, pp. 4 , 36. 



3^4 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— PLEIS I OCENE AND RECENT. [ Qhap. XVL 

the cretaceous beds and rest on gneiss. Fragments derived from 
the cretaceous beds and containing cretaceous fossils have been found 
near Tanjore. Near R^j^inahendri the Cuddalore sandstones overlie the 
Deccan trap, the Jurassic rocks and the gneiss. It is safe, therefore, to 
conclude that the sandstones cannot be older than upper tertiary. And 
the discovery by Mr. Foote, in the Tinnevelli district, of subrecent marine 
beds, containing only living species of mollusca, associated with grits which 
he believed to represent the Cuddalore beds,^ appears to show that an 
even later date should be ascribed to them. 

The origin of these rocks is as obscure as their date. Occurring as 
they do, parallel with the coast, it is natural to suppose that they are of 
marine origin and have been formed near the shore, when the general 
contour of the coast was the same as it now is, though the level of the 
land was somewhat lower. But the complete absence, so far as is known, 
of all marine remains is not easy to explain. Coarse sandstones and grits 
are usually unfossiliferous, but in beds which have undergone so little 
change some casts of shells, at least, would probably be found in the more 
argillaceous strata, if they were of marine origin. At the same time it is 
difficult to suppose that the western coast of the Bay of Bengal can 
have formed part of a river valley in tertiary times, and it is equally im- 
piobable that stratified grits, sandstones and conglomerates, like those of 
the Cuddalore beds, can be a form of subaerial wash. 

On the west coast of the Peninsula a series of clays and sandy clays with 
lignite beds near their base, known as the Warkalli beds, arc found foi 
about twenty miles along the Travancore coast, from about three miles north 
of Quilon to the same distance south of Warkalli, and have been supposed 
to represent the Cuddalore sandstones of the east coast. Some doubt may 
be expressed as to the correctness of this correlation, for the Warkalli 
beds are said to attain a thickness of 200 feet, doable the greatest recorded 
thickness of their supposed representatives on the east coast, and their 
upper surface is said to be formed by the same plain of marine denu- 
dation which cuts the gneiss further inland,* pointing to an older date than 
that of the Cuddalore beds. The Warkalli beds are said to be underlaid 
by the limestones containing eocene fossils, which have been referred to in a 
previous chapter, but though there is no reason to doubt the presence of 
these eocene limestones, they have not been examined in situ by a 
competent geologist, and we have no information at present as to whether 
or not they are conformable to the overlying beds. If so, it would point 
to a greater antiquity for the Warkalli beds than there seems to be any 
good ground for ascribing to the Cuddalore sandstones. 


• XX, 41, (1883). 


I > W. King, Records, XV, 92,(1882) 
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On the coast of K4ihi4w4r a subrecent marine limestone, largely used 
as a building stone in Bombay, is found. It is commonly known as Porebandar 
stone from the name of the port whence it is shipped or, using the name 
proposed by Dr. Carter, niiliolite. The typical miliolite is a finely oolitic 
freestone, largely composed of foraminifera, which form the nuclei of the 
oolitic grains, but near the sea coast the limestone is not infrequently 
mixed with a large proportion of sand. In the eastern part of K^thidwar 
these beds are only found neai the coast ; furtlier we>t, however, they form 
llie whole surface mapped as recent, and extend on to the tertiary rocks and 
the Deccan trap. They attain a maximum thickness of about loo feet, 
are extensively false-bedded in thin layers, and, though clearly a marine 
di‘posit land shells, which were doubtless washed down by small streams 
or flood«, have been found in some of the more Impure beds.* 


Tlu rc is only one locality in the Indian Peninsula where mammali- 
ferous cave deposits have been detected. This is at a place called Billa 
Surgam a few miles north of Hanaganpalli in the Karnul district. The 
caves are in the limestone belonging to the Karnul series, and situated 
at a higher level than the beds of the present drainage, their floor is in- 
crusted with stalagmite, beneath which red marl, lull of bones of animals, 
large and small, is found. These caves were first discovered by Captain 
New’bold, whese collections w'ere, however, never described, nor can the 
specimens now be found. More recently they have been explored by 
the Geological Survey, and the collection of bones, some of which exhibit 
traces of having been shaped by man, described by Mr. Lydekker. The 
fauna, besides many living forms, contains live species, Viverra karnu^ 
liensis, liystrix crassiJens^ Atherura karnuliensis^ Rhinoceros karnu^ 
l/ensiSy an<l Sus karnuliensis^ which are extinct, though closely allied to 
li\ing foiins. But the most interesting feature is the occurrence of four 
l)pes identical with, or closely allied to, living African forms; these 
are Cynccephalus, sp , Eguns asinns^ Hyxna crocuta^ and Manis cf. 
gioantea} 


'The older alluvial deposits are well represented in the valleys of the 
Peninsula. l.ea\ing the deposits of the Indo-Gangetic plain for separate 
description, the various older alluvial deposits of the peninsular rivers 


» Jour, Bo, Br, Roy. As. Soc, V. 3i3) '*857) ; 
geological papers on W’estern India, Bom \ 
bay, 1857, P- 75 ^ i Memoiis, XXI, I2C» 
(1884). 

* P'or further details, sec T. J. Newbold; 


Jour. As. Soc, Beng.f XIll, 610, (1844); R. B. 
Foote, Records, XVII, 27, 200, (1884) ; XVIII, 
227,(1885); R. Lydekker, XIX, 120, 

(18S6); Pid. Indica, scries x, IV, pt. 2, 
(1886). 
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deserve notice, both on account of the area they occupy, and of the organic 
lemains they ha\e yielded. 'Ihe livers of the Peninsula may be divided 
into two main groups , the first comprises the NarbadA and Tdpti, which 
flow westward and drain the central portion of the Peninsula , the second 
includes the Mahtlnadi, Godivari, Kistna, Penncr, Cauvery, and several 
minor streams vvhich flow' eastwards into the Bay of Bengal. 

In the first named of the two groups one striking peculiarity is 
noticeable. Extensive alluvial plains, composed of clays and gravels, 
exist in the valleys of the Narbadi and Tdpti. In the Naibadd valley 
the principal plain extends from a little east of Jabalpur to Harud, a dis- 
tance of more than 200 miles, and varies in breadth from 12 miles to 
35. There is a smaller plain further down the river, extending for about 
80 miles from Bdrwai to the Harm Pal south of Bdgh, but it is compara- 
tively ill marked, the alluvial deposits aie, so far as is known, much less 
deep, and no mammalian remains have been found. In the Tdpti valley 
there is a large plain in Khdndesh, extending east and west foi 
about 150 miles, and terminating to the eastward close to Buihdnpur 
Ihis olaiii lies chiefly to the noith of the river, and is probably in places 
as much as 30 miles wide, but its limits have not been accurately detei- 
mined It appeals to be connected by a narrow alluvial belt to the south- 
east with the plain of the Puma,' a tiibutary of the Tdpti, draining a great 
poition of Berar 'Ihe Puma plain is at a higher levtd than Klidncksh 
and is about 100 miles long, and in places 40 miles broad, its eastern ex- 
tremity being near Amrd Hi, so that the whole length ol tlic combined 
Tdpti and Puma plains is about 240 miles. The Tdpti and both the 
Narbadd plains are closed on the west by locky and hilly c ountry, through 
which the river has cut a channel with a rapid descent, and in th case of 
the Narbada, as wdll be explained presently, it is ascertained tint the allu- 
vial deposits of the upper basin extend to a considerable depth beneath 
the level of the river bed at the point of exit, so that the plain lies in a 
great rock basin. 

In the valleys of the eastward flowing rivers, such as the Godavari, 
Kistna and Cauveiy, there are no such hioad and well dehned alluvial 
plains as in the drainage areas of the Tdpti and Narbadd. 1 here aic 
numerous extensive alluvial flats in many places, but they aie far inferioi 
in extent to the Narbadd and Idpti plains, and they appear to be chiefly 
due to the river having worn a bioad valley through soft, or easily disin- 
tegrated rocks. This is especially the case on the Goddvari and it* tribu- 
taiies, the alluvial portions of the river valley being in the Gondvvcina 
rocks, or eke in the Deccan traps, whilst the river traverses locky gorges 

^ This is not quite certain however, the but ths fall from one to the other cannot 
ground not having been properly surveyed be much more than 100 feet, to judge by 
There is a considerable amount of rock ex- tae railway leve's. 
posed in the rivers between the two plains, ( 
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through the metamorpliic rocks forming the various barriers, at the 
places where the valley leaves the softer formations. On the Narbada and 
r^pti it is otherwise, the rocks underlying the alluvial areas, so far as 
is known, are of the same kind as those cut through by the rivers at 
their exit from the plains. It is not improbable that the formation of 
these well defined plains in the Narbadd and 1 dpti valleys, and the ab- 
sence of similar flats on the (ioddvari and Kistna, may be due to the rise 
of the Indian Peninsula in posttertiary times having been, as already 
suggested, greater or more rapid to the v\estv\ard than to the eastward. 


Partly in consequence of mammalian bones having been discovered in 
considerable quantities, and partly because the geology of the neighbour- 
ing country is of so much interest and variety as to have attracted the 
notice of many geologists, the alluvial d<*posits of the Naibadd valley have 
received far more attention than similar formations on the banks of the 
other Indian rivers. ^ The great plain already mentioned as extending 
from Jabalpur to Hardd is chiefly composed of a stiff, reddish, brownish 
or yellowish clay, with numerous bands of sand and gravel intercalated. 
Kankar abounds throughout the deposit, and pisolilic iron granules are 
of Irequeut occurrence in the argillaceous beds. Occasionally pebbles and 
sand are found cemented together by carbonate of lime, so as to' form a 
hard compact conglomerate, 'fliis rock is especially developed at the base 
of the alluvial deposits, and is often found forming a coating to the under- 
lying rock, not only in the Narbadd but in many other river valleys. 
The clay is frequently quite devoid of stratification, but it appears never 
to attain any great thickness without sandy layers intervening. The river, 
in many places, cuts through the clays, sands, and gravels to the under- 
lying rock, usually belonging to the transition series, and the section of 
old alluvial deposits on the banks of the stream never greatly exceeds 100 
feet in depth, this being about the usual difference in elevation between 
the bed of the Narbadd and the general surface of the alluvial plain in the 
neighbourhood of the river. But in a boring which was made at Sukakheri, 
north of Mohpdni and south of the Gadawdrd station on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, a depth of 491 feet was attained, without the base of 
the alluvial deposits being reached ; another bore-hole ^^as made through 
alluvial beds close to Gddawdrd station to a depth of 251 feet. Through- 
out the thickness of nearly 500 feet, no change of importance was 
detected in the alluvial formations. By far the greater portion of the 
beds traversed consisted of clay with calcareous and ferruginous grains, 
sand and pebbles being found occasionally througlK ut. The bottom 

* For desci Iption of the Narbada alluvial 1 VI, 227,(1869); Reco^ds^ VI, ^9, V‘^ 73 )» 
deposits see AJtmovs, II, 279, (1S60) ; I VIII, 66,(1875). 



39^ GEOLOGY OF INDIA— PLEISTOCENE AND RECENT. [ Qhap. XVL 

of the bore-hole was in lateritic gravel, and it is possible that rock was not 
far distant 

The evidence thus obtained of the depth to which the alluvial deposits 
of the Narbada valley extend proves that they fill a rock basin, for the bed 
of the Narbadd river, at the point where it leaves the alluvial plain near 
Handid and commences to run through the rocky channel which extends to 
Bdrwai, is not more than 200 feet below the level of the surface at Gdda- 
wdrd and Sukakheri, and the valley is surrounded by higher rocky ground 
ill every other direction. A slight prolongation of the alluvial basin to the 
south-west in the direction of Hardd, the prevalence of alluvium in parts 
of Nimdr, and the circumstance that there is a great break by which the 
railway traverses the Sdtpura range, immediately east of Asfrgarh, may 
indicate that the upper Narbadd formerly joined the Tdpti in Khdndesh,* 
and that the lower part of the valley of the former river, as it now exists, 
is due to changes of level in the later posttertiaty period. 

The surface of the Narbadd alluvium is undulating, and evidently 
denuded by the action of rain and streams. There is a slight slope of the 
surface to the westward throughout the plain, the elevation of the railw^ay 
station at Haidd, at the w^estern extremity of the alluvial tract, being 947 
feet above the sea, whilst Sohagpur station is 1,103 Narsinghpur 
Jabalpur, which is, however, on rock a little above the 
plain 1,351. The fall of the surface in 200 miles is probably about 3C0 
feet. 

Different views have been put forward as to the marine, lacustrine, 
or fluviatile origin of the Narbadd alluvial deposits, but, before considering 
these, it will be w^ell to give a list of the organic remains hitherto identified 
They consist ol bones and shells, and the follow'ing species h ve been 
determined — 


VERTEBRATA.* 


Mammalia — 

Ursus namadicus, 

Bubalus pallet ndici4S, 
Leptobosfi'asert. 

Bos namadicus 
Ce^vus (? duvaucelli), 

SuSf sp. 

Hippopotamus palceindicus* 
„ namadicus 
t Eqtius namadicus. 


* The greatest elevation on the G. I. P. 
Railway between the Narbadd and" Tdpti 
valley, is 1,245 feet above the sea, or only 300 
feet above Hardd in the alluvial plain of the 


Mammalia r-^contd, 

I Rhinocir os unicornis. 

Elephas namaaicus, 

' t »» iHsigms, 

^ t „ ganesa. 

Reptilia— 

Pangshura flaviventris. 
I Batagur^cU dhongika. 

Trionyxt ci. gangetius. 

I Crocodtlus, sp. 


Narbadd. 

* Lydekker, PaL Jndicay series x. III, 
'1884-86). The species marked with a dagger 
I sue found also in the Siwdliks. 
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Gasteropoda— 

Melania tuber culata* 
Paludina bengalensis, 

„ dissimilis. 

• Bythinia ceranteoponta, 

• M pulchella, 
Bulimus insularis. 

• Lymnea acuminata* 


MOLLUSCA.* 

Planar bis exustitsi 
* „ comp essus f 

Lamellibrancuiata — 

Unio coriugiitus'i var. 

„ indicus, 

i, sp. near U. shuriUffiantts. 
„ margin alts. 

i Corbicula, sp. near C. sirintella. 


The only trace of man hitherto found in these deposits consists of a 
chipped stone scraper or hatchet discovered by Mr. Hacket in situ near 
the village of Bhutra, eight miles north of GAdaw ArA.* The material is Vin. 
dhyan quartzite, and the form similar to that of some of the implements 
fo und inthe lateritic deposits of Southern India, and in the postpliocene 
formations of Europe. 

The only form identical with existing Indian species is Rhinoceros 
unicornis^ originally described under the name R* ttamadicus^ but accord- 
mgjto Mr. Lydekker the bones are not distinguishable from those of the 
living species,* Elephas namadicus is allied to the existing Indian ele- 
phant, Bubalus palasindicus is very close to the living Indian wild buffalo; 
and the deer is a near relation to, if not identical with, the bdrasingha 
(Cervus duvaucellt)* On the other hand, Elephas insignis and Hippo^ 
potamus namadicus belong to extinct subgenera, the first being found, 
and the latter represented by a nearly allied species, in the pliocene SiwAlik 
rocks. Hippopotamus palasindicus and Bos namadicus are not nearly 
allied to any Indian living species, the first belongs to a genus now only 
found in Africa, whilst the second, although having some characters in 
common with the living wild cattle of India, Bos {Bihos) gaurus^ differs from 
the latter in many important particulars, and appears to be quite as closely 
connected with true taurine oxen belonging to the type of Bos taurus* 
Bos namadicus^ indeed, cannot be classed in the subdivision Bihos. The 
relations of the remaining mammals are less distinctly made out, the speci- 
mens on which the species are founded being for the most part fragmentary. 

The only reptile clearly identified is Emys tectum^ which is considered 
identical with a living Indian form. It is very singular that only frag- 
mentary remains of crocodiles occur, for they abound in the Siwilik 
rocks and a species is common in the Narbadd at the present day. The mol- 
lusca appear to be the same as species now living in the area, and all the 


* Memoirs^ II, 284, (i860) ; Records^ VI, 
54, (1873). The nomenclature in this list 
is that adopted in the first edition of the 
Manual. The species marked with an asterisk 
are not determined with certainty, no speci- 


mens having been preserved in the Geological 
Museum. 

■ Records^ VI, 49) (1873); two figures of 
the implement are given. 

* Pol Indica^ series x, I, p. viii, <1880). 
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commonest forms now known to occur in the river valley are represented ' 
except some minute species of land shells. 1 heir absence is not sui pris- 
ing, because land shells for the most part float, when washed away, and 
are left on the surface, where they decompose, instead of being preserved 
in alluvial deposits. 

The examination of the molluscan remains in the Narbada clays and 
gravels completely disproves the idea of a marine origin, but it has been 
considered by some observers that the deposits are lacustrine.* This view 
was principally based upon the uniform appeaiance of the clay and the 
absence of stratification. But this very uniformity and want of strati- 
fication are common characters of undoubted river deposits, and may be 
observed on the banks of most large streams, whilst the fiequent deposi- 
tion of pebble beds throughout the cla\s eould not have taken place in 
the still waters of a large lake. The bones too are isolated and bioken, 
someiimeo even being lolled, nheieas if deposited in a lake, dillt rent 
bones would in all probability be found together, because away fiom the 
margin there could be no current in the lake of sufficient foice to trans- 
port bones divested of flesh, and any mammalian remains deposited in 
the bottom of the lake must be derived from floating carcases oi portions 
of cai cases. Moreover, the Chelonia and fresh water mollusc a are all 
forms which inhabit either rivers or shallow marshes in iiver \all()s. and 
it is improbable, if so great a change took place in the area as would 
be in\olved in the replacement of lakes by a river valley, that a greater 
difference w'ould not be produced between the tortoises and fresh water 
shells formerly inhabiting th^ waters and those still living. 

The fact of the alluvial formation occupying a rock basin shows, 
however, that a consideiable upheaval of land must have taker place to 
the w^estward, and it is possible that this upheaval may foi a time have 
given rise to a lake, and the lower beds may consequently be lacustrine 
even through those from which the fossils were obtained are alluviHl. If 
the Narbadii has leally been diverted from its original course as suggested 
above this could only have happened through a movement of elevation 
sufficiently rapid to pond back the diainage and produce a lake. 


The alluvial plains of the Tdpli valley require but brief notice.* In 


' The only exception of any import ince 
is Melania sptnulosa, but that is not by any 
means so generally distributed a form as 
Af, tuber culata. The absence in the Narbadd 
deposits of Melania vatiabilis and M spinu- 
losttf the latter of which is included in Mr, 
Theobald’s lists of living Narbadd species 
{Memoirs, II, 287), was noticed by Dr. Fal- 
coner, Quart, four, Ceol. Soc , XXf, 382, 


(1865) , but it ib extremely doubtful whether M. 
vatiabilis does exist in the Narbadd valley or 
its neighbourhood The occuirence of M, 
included in Mr. Theobald’s list, loc. cit., 
is also very doubtful. 

* Memoirs, II, 283, (i860). 

* For a few additional details, see Memoirs^ 
VI, 276, 286, (1869), and Wynne, Records, 
n, 1, (1869). 
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tiieir principal cliaracters they resemble the Narbacld plain, but the depth ot 
the deposits is unknown, no deep borings having been made. As in tlic 
Narbada valley, the river now runs at a considerable depth below the alluvial 
plain and is evidently cutting its channel deeper. The whole basin is com- 
posed of the Deccan trap, and the T^pti cuts its way out to the westward 
through the same formation. No remains of mammalia have hitherto been 
detected in the alluvium, but they will probably be found if sought after; 
the few mollusea found, as in the Narbadd plain, belong to recent fresh 
water species inhabiting rivers. 

The difference in elevation between the 1 'dpti and Puma plains is not 
accurately knov\n, nor are the levels of different parts of tlu* plains v\ell 
determined, the only data available being those furnished by the railway. 
The height above the sea at Bhusdw'al, just south of the alluvial flat, near 
the eastern extremity of Khanclesh, is 677 feet. This cannot be mucli 
above the flood level of the Tdpti river, for the rail level at the bridge over 
the Tdpti, only about six miles distant, is 685 feet. At Alalkapnr, close to 
the western extremity of the Puma alluvial plain, the level is 8 16 feet, at 
Akola 917, at Murlazdpur 986, and at Badnera south of Amraoti, 1,093. 
The last locality, however, is some miles distant from the south-castein 
edge of the alluvium, and none of tlio railway stations are out in the allu- 
vial plain, as in the Naibadd valley. 

'J'he only peculiarity of the Puma alluvial deposits, w liich desciwes notice, 
is the occurrence of salt in some of the beds at a little dejith below the sur- 
face. Throughout an area more than 30 miles in length, extemling from the 
neighbourhood of Dahihdiida (Dhyanda), north of Akola, to within a few' 
miles of Amrdoti, wells arc sunk for the purpose of obtaining brine in several 
[)laccs on both sides of the Puma river. Tlic deepest wells are about 120 
teet deep. They traverse chiy, sand and gravel, and linally, it is said, a 
band of gravelly clay, from which brine is obtained. No fossils have 
been found in the clay and sand dug from the wells. 1 he occurrence of 
salt in the alluvial deposits of India is not uncommon, and it is impossible 
to .say, without further evidence, whether it indicates the presence of marine 
beds. 'J be absence of marine fossils in all know'n cases is opposed to any 
such conclusion, but still it is not impossible that the land may have been 
1,000 feet lower than it now' is in late tertiary, or early posttertiary times, 
and this dilference in elevation would depiess the Puma alluvial area 
beneath the sea level. 

It has already been mentioned that the alluvial deposits of the Godavari 
do not occur in distinct basins, like those of the Narbadd and Tdpti. I bis 
river in general has but a slight fall, and forms a broad alluvial plain w’here it 
traverses softer beds, whilst it cuts a steeper slope through harder rocks. 
There is an exception to the latter rule in the gorge above Rdjdmahendri. 
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Extensive alluvial areas occur along the upper pait of the Godavari in tlie 
Bombay presidency and the adjoining portion of the Nizam’s dominions, 
and similar tracts are found on the Pengangd, Wardhd, and Waingangd, 
tributaries of the Godavari, in Berar, Ndgpur and Chiindl 

The composition of these deposits differs in no important particular 
from that of the Narbadd and Tdpti alluvium. The gravels are chiefly 
composed of rolled agates and fragments of basalt dcri\ed from the Deccan 
traps, which are the prevailing rocks in the upper part of the valley. 
Silicified fossil wood in all sizes from small fragments up to trunks lo 
and 15 feet long ^ is abundant along the west margin of the Chikidla sand- 
stones, from near the Wardh^ to the Goddvari near Enchapalli, and is found 
less abundantly from here on to Albaka on the Goddvari. 1 he greater por- 
tion of the alluvium in all cases consist of brow^n clay with kaiikar. In the 
Wardh i valley beneath the clay and calcareous conglomerates some fine 
sandy silt, light brown or grey in colour, occurs west of Chdndd, and 
contains salt, with a considerable proportion of sulphate of magnesia • 
(Elpsom salts). 

Mammalian bones have been found, sometimes it is said in large num- 
bers, in the Goddvari valley, but very few appear to have been preser\cd, 
and the only species identified is Elefhas narnadicus? Bones of Bo^ and 
other animals occur, and it appears probable that the fauna is similar to 
that of the Narbadd valley. From the gravels near Mungi and Paitan 
(Pytun) on the road from Ahmednagar to Jdlna, Mr. Wynne obtained an 
agate flake, ^ apparently of human manufacture, thus affording a second 
instance of traces of man occurring in the pleistocene river gravels of 
the Peninsula, 

Ihe most important localities at which bones have been obser\ed are 
the neighbourhood of Mungi and Paitan already mentioned, and one or 
more places on the Pengangd or its tributaries in the neighbourhood of 
Hingoli ^ At one spot near Hingoli bones are said to have been found in 
immense quantities, but unfortunately they were not preserved. 

1 he valley of the Kistna resembles that of the Goddvari in many 
respects. There are similar plains of alluvial clay with beds of sand, gra\ el 
and calcareous conglomerate, but none of these plains appear to be 
of great extent. Beds of gravel have been observed in many places at a 
height of 60 to 80 feet above the present course of the river and its 
tributaries.® 


‘ W Kmg, Memoirs, XVIII 29S, (i 88 j 
■ Hughes Memoirs, XIII, 92. (1877) 

/ G^o/.5nc,XXl, 

(1865), Memoirs, VI, 232, (1869) 

For a description by Dr T. Oldham 
figures, see Recoids, I, 65, (1868). 

* Capt. O, W. Gray, Mad your. Lit, , 


TII 477 f (>838); Carter, on the authority 
of Dr, Bradley, your. Bo, Br. Roy, As, Soc,, 
V, 304, (1854) ; Newbold, your, Roy, As Soc 
VIII, 24)6, (1846). See also Memoirs, VI, 232, 
{1869). 

* Newbold, your, Roy, As, Soc , VIII. 247, 
(1846), Foote, Xn, 237, (1873). 
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The only impoitant inannnalian remains hiiherlo found in the alluvial 
deposits of the Kistna and its tributaries consist of portions of the cranium 
and mandible of a Rhinoceros^ and some bovine teeth and ja\^s, found on 
the Gatparba near the town of Gok^k.^ The bovine remains have not 
been determined but the Rhinoceros has been described under the name 
of R, deccanensis by its discoverer, Mr. Foote ; ® the species differs widely 
from all livinj^ forms, and does not appear to be very neaily connected 
with any known fossil Indian species. Some fresh water shells of living 
species w^re found with the bones. 

It was probably from some part of the upper drainage area of the Kistna, 
also, that Colonel Sykes obtained the teeth of a trilophodout Mastodon 
described by Falconer^ under the name of M, pandionis. 

Large numbers of chipped quartzite implements of human manufacture, 
and belonging to the same type as that discovered in the Narbadd alluvium, 
have been found in various gravels in the southern Mardthd country on the 
Malparba and other affluents of the Kistna.* The relations between 
the ossiferous gravels and those containing the implements are, however, 
somewhat obscure. 

Nothing of importance is known concerning the older alluvial deposits 
of the remaining rivers in the Indian peninsula. 

It is in the Mahdnadf, Kistna, and Penner valleys that the principal 
diamond gravels are found, frequently at heights considerably above the 
present stream level ^ The pebbles in the gravels are composed of various 
kinds of metaniorphic and transition recks. 


Throughout the east coast of the Peninsula, from the delta of the Ganges 
to the neighbourhood of Cape Comorin, with the exception of a few miles 
near Vizagapatam, there is a belt of alluvial deposits, varying greatly 
in breadth, but nowhere exceeding about fifty miles. In places the hills 
approach the sea, leaving only a comparatively narrow belt of sandy fore- 
shore, as south of the Chilkd lake in Orissa and again near Pondicheni, 
whilst broad alluvial plains extend inland for many miles, nc^lr the mouths 
of the great rivers Mahdnadi, Goddvari, Kistna, Caiivery, etc., where there 
is actually a slight projection beyond the general coastline, owning to the 
quantity of sediment deposited, although the strong currents wdiich sweep 
up and dowMi the coast prevent any great seaward extension of the deltas. 

To the northward the east coast alluvium joins the older alluvial de- 
posits on the western side of the Ganges delta, and the ty\o resemble each 
Other closely in mineral characters. The coast alluvium consists chiefly of 

* Memoirs, XII, 232, (1876). I * Foote, Mevwits, Xll, 241, (1876). 

* Pfl/. series X, I, pt. i, (1874). I ^ NewboW, Jotii* Roy. As Sbf, VII, 226, 

* Palaeontological Memoirs, Londtn, 1868, ‘(1853;. 

1, 1 84. ' 
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clays with kankar and, near the hills, pisolitic nodules of iron peroxide, the 
latter being in places sufficiently abundant to render the deposit a kind of 
laterite gravel. Gravels and sand also occur, frequently more or less 
mixed with ferruginous concretions, and there is, in many localities, an 
apparent passage betw'eeii the ferruginou-* gravel of the alluvium and the 
low level form of laterite, but in other places this older alluvium rests un* 
conformably upon the low level laterite, which has been shown, by the 
occurrence of palaeolithic implements, to be itself of posttertiary age. 

The surface of the coast alluvium is usually quite flat near the sea and 
in the river deltas, but towards the hills it is more'uneven, and the surface 
has undergone a considerable amount of denudation, evidently from being 
at a higher level. 

At Madras and Pondicherri, shells beloi^ging to recent species have 
been found at depths of from 5 to 20 feet beneath the surface, or con- 
siderably above the present sea level. Farther south also, near Porto Novo 
in the lower valley of the Vellar,* a bed of estuarine shells is found above 
the present flood level of the river, and consequently at a considerable 
height above the sea Similar deposits of shells have also been noticed 
near Cuddalore and Tanjore.® 

The shells, as a rule, are estuarine forms, such as now live in the creeks 
and backw'aters of the coast,® but in several cases true marine species have 
been found. The subfossil shells near Madras are so abundant in places 
that they have been collected for burning into lime 

Another place where estivarine shells have been observed is close to 
the Chilkd lake in southern Orissa. The forms found were Cytherea casta 
and Area granoia^ and the deposit containing the shells is now at elevations 
of from 20 to 30 feet above the level of the highest tides. 

The thickness of the alluvium has been tested at Madras by a boring 
which went through it, and struck the crystalline rocks at 55 feet from the 
surface.* Fuither south, at Pondicherri, the thickness of the alluvium is 
much greater, one boring having been put down 550 feet without reaching 
its base. The alluvial deposits of F^ondicherri are both interesting and im- 
portant, in that they yield a supply of artesian w'ater at various depths below 
the surface,^ and in one boring, at Bahur, a bed of lignite, 10 65 m. (35 feet) 
in thickness, was struck at a depth of 73*38 m. (240 feet) from the surface.^ 
'Ihe lignite is too impure to be of commercial importance, but since it 

I tifemoirs, IV, 192, tiliSf Area granosa^ Cythera casta^ C. mere^ 

- King and Foote, Memoirs, IV, 254, (1864) Oihea, a large species. 

* The following are ths most characteristic « Ncwbold, four. Uoy, As, Soe,Vlll, 248, 
species. They aie seldom, if ever, found in (1846). 

the open sea. but they are always met with in » For’detaib see W. King, Jtemds, XIlI, 1 13. 
backwaters and at the mouths of rivers, and 194,(18^), 

many of them occur in creeks of dsltas near ^ Geological Survey, MS. Rocofds. 
the .-‘Poiamides telescoptum, P, 
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must have been formed at or near the surface^ it is interesting as evi*- 
dence of an amount of subsidence corresponding to the depth at which it 
was found beneath the surface. 

Evidence of subsidence to a less degree is again found in a .submerged 
forest at the western end of V^lhnukam bay in the Tinnevelli district. 1 he 
forest, or rather so mucli of it as can be seen, is described as about half an 
acre in extent, lying at or just below high water mark ; the stumps have 
a diameter of one to one and a half feet at the base of the hole, and are 
surrounded by black mud containing remains of twigs and detached 
branches* An incised bone pendent was found, which appeared to have 
been washed oat of this mud, showing that the forest flourished since the 
advent ot man. 

The trees of this forest could hardly have flourished at sea level 
or on the ccast, so that there has certainly been some subsidence in 
this neighbourhood, but indications of a contrary movement are found close 
by ill the occurrence of Potamides and other littoral marine shells in clay 
above high v\atcr level, showing that this clay must have been elevated 
since it was formed.^ 


Before proceeding to the description of the recent accumulations on tin? 
west coast of the Peninsula it will be w'^ell to notice the remarkable 
smooth w'ater anchorages of Alcppi and Narakal. These arc mud 
banks of about four miles in length, v\hose position varies in the course of 
years within the extreme limits of about eleven miles. The sea bottom 
on these banks is composed of a very soft mud, which readily mixes 
with the sea water, and smooth water can always be found over the 
mud banks, though open to the full force of the south-west monsoon, 
however tempestuous the sea outside may be. It w^as this peculia- 
rity which first atiraclcd attention, and rendered them important to the 
navigators of a coast where there arc no sheltered harbours, and the 
accounts which have been WTitten from time to time constitute a 
tolerably extensive litc rature.^ According to the most recent investigation 
of the subject, these smooth water anchorages owe their Origin to a bed of 
very soft, fine grained, greenish clay, containing foraminifeiae and diato- 
maceae, w'hich underlies the soft recent sandstones of the surface of the 
narrow strips of land separ.itiiig the sea from the backwaters of Travan- 
core and Cochin. When the water level in these backwaters is raised 
by the monsoorj rains, this mud is forced outwards, and rises in cones 
and ridges along the shore and under the sea, and once it has become 


* FOote, Memoirs^ XX, 83, (1883). 

* A good account of these mud banks by Dr. 
W, King is published in Records^ XVII, 14, 
(1885), where an account of the previous liter- 


ature will .also be found. A more recent in- 
vestigation by Mr. Lake is printed in Records^ 

XXIIl, 41, (1890). 
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thoroughly mixed with the sea water the waves of the open sea are 
smoothed off and reduced in size over the mud banks. 

'J his result appears to be due to two separate causes. In the first place 
the mud contains an appreciable proportion of oily matter, and the action 
of oil in stilling stormy waters is now well known, but the second cause 
appears to be much the more important. The large quantity of impalpable 
mud mixed with the water increases its density, and, consequently, the 
waves, on entering this denser water, decrease in size and are letarded. 
Moreover, as the proportion of mud is much less at the surface than lower 
down, the lower part of the wave is retarded more than the upper, and the 
wave may actually break if the increase in density be sutticiently rapid, 
or merely be obliterated if it is sufficiently gradual. This action is 
intensified by the large amount of fresh water falling on the sea as rain and 
poured out by the livers, which floats on the surface in su( h quantities that 
ships may often replenish their sto..k of fresh water by dipping over the 
side of the vessel with a bucket. It is doubtless due to the gi eater density 
of the deeper layers of w’ater, owing to the smaller proportion of salt and 
mud in the upper layers, and the consequent retardation of the lower 
portions of the larger waves that they are broken up, while the film of oil 
derived from the mud causes the smaller wavelets to be smoothed oft. 


There is no such continuous plain of alluvium along the western shore 
of the Peninsula as on the east coast. The ground between the Sahyadri 
range and the sea, w'here not liilly, consists geneially of a gentle slope 
towards the coast, composed of rock, covered in many places by laterile. 
The coast itself is rocky in parts, and the alluvial deposits are chiefly 
confined to the neiglibourliood of the small streams, wdiich run from the 
Western Glints to the sea, or of the backwaleis, or lagoons, w^hich have 
been cut off by banks ot sand along the coast, i he backwaters are of 
considerable extent in Travancore and Malabar, but they are wanting 
farther north and on the coast of the Bombay presidency. The alluvi.il 
valleys between the hills are unimportant south of Bombay itself, although 
they gradually increase in extent to the northward. 

Alluvial plains, evidently of comparatively recent formation, connect 
the hills of Bombay and Salsette island, a few creeks alone remaining 
to show the position of the marine channels which formeily existed. Farther 
north these plains gradually increase in extent, until they merge into 
the alluvial flat of Gujar4t. 

At Bombay the alluvial deposits consist of blue and yellowish brown 
clay, f he former varies in thickness from a few inches to several feet, its 
upper surface being at present about one or two feet below high water 
level. It is very salt, and contains small grains and nodules of kankar, and 
occasionally plates of gypsum ; it is frequently penetrated by mangrove 
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roots, which are usually riddled by Teredo borings, just as in the mud of 
tidal creeks, and at one spot large masses of oyster shells have been found 
in it. The yellowish brown clay appears to be the older of the two deposits. 
Its surface is frequently above the sea level, it abounds in larger masses 
of kankar, and it has occasionally yielded estuarine shells, Placnna^ 
OstreOy etc. That these alluvial deposits are estuarine, and precisely 
similar to the rnud now deposited in the creeks and backwaters of the 
coast, or on the shores of Bombay harbour, is shown by the similarity 
of mineral character and by the organic rcinai ns, both vegetable and 
animal, found in the clay.* 

Some very interesting indications of subsidence were found in the ex- 
cavation of the Princess dock at Bombay. A large number of tree stems 
and roots were found in the blue clay, many in the position in which they 
originally grew and some of the stumps were 30 feet below high water 
level. The evidence of subsidence here is unmistakeable. but the littoral 
concrete, seen on the west side of the island, must have been formed at a 
lower level than it now stands at. The elevation on one side of the island 
and depression on the other could not have been contemporaneous, so that 
we have clear proof of oscillations of level similar to, but of greater extent 
than, those Dr. Buist recognised many years ago * 

It is evident that Bombay harbour is the last remaining inlet but of 
many which formerly indented the Bombay coast, and that this harbour 
is gradually silting up and being converted into dry land. The process^ 
however, is slow, and it may be ages before its progress is such as to 
affect the trade of Bombay, but, unless depression takes place in the area, 
or means are devised for checking the deposition of mud, there can be 
no question of the ultimate result. Except at Bombay, little has been 
recorded concerning the alluvium of the western coast south of DamAn, 
and that little presents no features of interest. 

In the neighbourhood of the rivers Tdpti and Narbadd there is, how- 
ever, a broad and fertile alluvial plaiu^ near the sea, resembling in 
some of its features the alluvium of the east coast. Commencing to 
the southward near Damdn, this plain covers the greater portion of the 
Surat, Broach, and Ahmadabdd districts, and continues as far as the Rann, 
where it joins the area of recent deposits connected with the Indus valley. 
Near Surat this plain is about 30 miles in breadth, and near Baroda it 13 
60 miles wide. 

The alluvium of eastern GujarAt consists of brown clays with kankar, 
resting upon sands and sandy clays with occasional gravels. The surface 

* Buist, Trans. Bom. Geog. Soc.t X, 181, | * Trans. Bd. Geog.^ Soc.. X, 177, (1857). 
fiSqa)- Carter, Br.Roy As. Soc.y j ^Memoirs, VI, 233 ^ 1 ^ 9 ) I f^^cords, I, 30, 

iv:i;i,(i853). •(iS 68 );Vin 4 t^.(,« 73 ). 
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is cohered with black soil to the southward, though not in the district 
of Ahmad4b4d, and is frequently flat over considerable areas, but in parts 
of the country the ground is undulating, evidently in consequence of 
having been denuded by rain action. The deposits appear to have been 
chiefly estuarine or marine, and have probably been raised, as on the east 
coast, but no fossils have been found. The Gulf of Cambay is said to be 
gradually silting up, and there can be very little doubt that it was formerly 
part of a broad inlet leading from the Rann, then an inland sea, to the 
ocean, and that the remainder of the inlet has been converted into the 
alluvial plains of Ahmadibid, Broach, Surat, and north-eastern K^thi^w^r. 

In north-eastern K^tln^wdr, on the borders of the Rann, there is a 
large alluvial tract,* continuous with the alluvium of Ahmed^bdd, and 
similar in character. Between Kdthiiw^r and Ahmed^b^d, in the line of 
depression bet\Neen the head of the Gulf of Cambay and the Rann of Cutch, 
there still exists a large shallow lake of brackish water, called (he Nal, about 
twenty miles in length by three or four broad. In the neighbourhood ot 
this marsh shells of a foim of Cerithium (probably Potamtdes telescopium 
or Pn fiuviattlL) are found, showing that estuarine conditions have pre- 
vailed at no distant period, and tending to confirm the probability that 
the depression between Kdfehidwdr and Ahmed^bAd is an old marine inlet, 
silted up in recent times. The distribution of black soil in the neighbour- 
hood of the Nal will be noticed presently. 

Along the south coast of Kdthiiwar there is very little alluvium, its place 
being taken by a calcareous grit, with marine shells, which is evidently of 
late formation. A glance at the map will show that this coast is exposed 
to the full action of the currents which sv^eep along the shores of the 
Peninsuh, so that it is unlikely that any accumulation of sedimeiit w^ould 
take place. A patch of recent deposits has been mapped at the western 
extremity of the Kdthi^wdr peninsula, but along its north-western coast the 
Deccan traps extend down the sea shore. The belt of alluvium reappears 
in Cutch,* where it is irom three to ten miles broad, there being only one 
place where rocks come down to the shore. 'Ihis is in the Gulf of Cutch. 
■| he alluvial plain of Cutch consists of a brown loam, re.«5ting upon mottled 
clay, with kankar and giains of quartz. 

An agglutinated calcareous shelly grit is found, a little raised above the 
sea level, in several places on the west coast of India. This deposit, w^hich 
w’as called littoral concrete by &r. Buist,® consists of shells, corals, pebbles, 
and sand, cemented together more or less thoroughly by carbonate of 
lime, and sufficiently compact in places to be employed as an inferior kind 

» Rogers, Quart. Jour, Ceol, Soc., XXVI, * Wynne, Memoiri, IX, 8i, (1872). 

1 18, (1870) i F. Fedden, Minioirst XXI, 130, >> Trans Bo, Geog, Soc„ X, 179, (1852); yaur 

Boy. As. Soc. IV, 206, <1853). 
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of building stono. The best known locality is in Bombay island, where the 
shelly grit forms the flat ground of the Esplanade and part of the surface 
on which the fort was built, the same deposit is also found at Mahim and 
other places in the island, resting sometimes upon rock, but more often 
upon the blue alluvial clay, described a few pages back. The same form- 
ation is found to the southward at Malwin,* and northward here and there 
as far as Dam^n, where it was observed by Mr. Wynne, apparently in 
process of formation.* Near Bulsdr, a little north of Dam 4 n, the littoral 
concrete was observed to be stratified, the strata dipping at a low angle 
towards the sea. 

In western Kdthid\\dr the same formation is much more widely deve- 
loped. It here assumes the character of an earthy calcareous grit, is 
usually of a dark ashy colour, and contains marine shells and corals. Occa- 
sionally it attains a thickness of 60 feet, and it rests unconformably on 
the denuded surface of the railiolite. The fossils found in the calcareous 
grit, so far as is known, are all species now living on the neighbouring 
coast, but no thorough comparison has ever been made. 

There can be very little doubt that the shelly calcareous grits of the 
Bombay and Kdthidwdr coast are truly marine, not estuarine, and that they 
are the result of a littoral accumulation of the sand and pebbles found on 
the shore, together with marine shells and corals. The beds may have ori- 
ginally been sand spits or beach deposits, veiy little, if at all, above high- 
water mark, and consolidated by the cementing action of orbonate of lime 
after being raised. In any case there appears to be evidence of a rise in 
the land, trifling at Bombay, but greater in KAthiaw^r. 


Indications of local deposits, supposed to have been formed in lakes 
have been noticed on the Nilgiri hills of Southern India ® and in the southern 
Mardthi country,* and have been supposed to indicate changes of level 
No fossils have been found in these deposits, nor does the evidence in 
either case amount to clear proof of the former existence of lacustrine 
conditions, although the probabilities are in favour ot this view. 


It would be beyond the scope of the present work to enter into the 
question of Indian .soils. Consisting as they do of the surface of the 
ground altered by the action of the air and rain, by impregnation with 
organic matter, att*d by the results of agricultural processes, they necessarily 
vary wdth every difference in the underlying formation, whether it be one 
of the older rocks or of the more recent unconsolidated deposits. There are, 
however, two forms of superficial formations which, having received repeated 

* M^moirs^ XII, 243, (1876). | * H. P. Blanford, Memoirs, I, 243, (1858). 

* I, 32, (1868), I ^ Foote, XII, 228, <1876). 
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notice in Indian geological works, require a few remarks to be devoted 
to them, and one of the two, the regur^ or black soil, is a very remarkable 
substance. The red soil also requires notice, because it has been so 
frequently mentioned in geological treatises. 

The somewhat ferruginous soils common on the surface of many 
Indian rocks, and especially of the metamorphic formations, w'ould pro- 
bably never have attracted much attention but for the contra<st they 
present in appearance to the black soil. They have only been noticed, 
as a rule, in papers relating to the black soil country in the v^estern and 
southern portions of the Peninsula. The commonest foim of red soil is a 
sandy clay, coloured red by iron peroxide, and either derived from the 
decomposition of rock tn situ or from the same products of decomposition 
washed to a lower elevation by rain. The term is, however, frequently 
used in a very vague sense, apparently to distinguish such soils as are not 
black, and hence many alluvial soils may be comprehended under the 
general term. In very many cases, too, it appears to have been applied 
in Southern India to thick alluvial beds of sand or sandy clays, which 
are in fact ordinary river or rain-wash deposits. 


The regiir of Peninsular India, called black soil from its colour, and 
cotton soil from its suitability to the cultivation of cotton, occupies the 
surface of a very large portion of the country, and New bold considers that 
at least one* third of Southern India is covered by it. The name 
is a corruption of the Telugd regada, or of cognate words in affined 
languages. ^ 

Kegur, in its most characteristic form, is a fine dark soil, whic’ varies 
greatly in colour, in consistence, and in fertility, but pieserves the constant 
characters of being higldy argllaceous and somewhat calcareous, of 
becoming highly adhesive when wetted (a fact of which any one who has 
to traverse a black sod country after a shower of rain becomes fully aware) 
and of expanding and contracting to an unusual extent under the respec- 
tive influences of moisture and dryness. Hence, in the dry season the 
surface is seamed with broad and deep cracks, often live or six inches across 


^ The following are some of the princip.*!! 
writers who ha\e described regur; — 

Chiistie, Ed/ft. Phil. Jour.^ VI, 119, 
UB29) > Vll« 5^1 (>829); Mad. Jour. Lit, 
5’«,IV,4<59,(i836). 

Voyssy, Jour, As. Soc. Beng., II, 303, (1833). 
Newbold, Proe. Roy, Soc.^ IV, 54, (1838,; 
Jour. As. Soe. Beng„ MU, 987, (1844) ; 
XIV, 229, 270, (1845)- Jour. Roy. As, 
Soc.i Vlll, 252, (1846). 

Hislop, Jour, Bo. Br. Roy, As. Soe.^ V, 
61, (1853). 


Carter, Jour. Bom, Br, Roy. As. Soc.j V, 
329» (*854). 

Theobald, Memoirs, II, 298, (i860) ; X, 
229, (1873). 

H. F. Blanfprd, Memi$rs, IV, 183, (i852). 

King and Foote, Memoirs, 1 V, 332, (1864)- 
W. T. Blanford, Memoirs, VI, 23S1 (1869) j 
Reiotds, VIII, 50, (1875). 

T'. Ol&ham, Records, IV, 80, (1871), 

Foote, Memoirs^ XU, 231, (1876), 
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and several feet deep. Like all argillaceous soils, regur retains water, and 
consequently requires less irrigation than more sandy ground ; indeed, as 
a rule, black soil is never irrigated at all in the western Deccan, Ndgpur, 
and Haiderdbad. When dry, it usually breaks up into small fragments; on 
being moistened with water it gives out an argillaceous odour. It is said 
to fuse, when strongly heated, into a glassy mass, but this is not invari- 
ably the case, and is probably dependent on the proportions of iron and 
lime present. 

The chemical composition of regur has not received much attention. 
From the few and partial analyses * which ha\e been made the proportions 
of iron, lime, and magnesia seem to vary, and there appears always to be a 
considerable quantity of organic matter combined. '1 he black colour 
appears to be due either to the carbonaceous elements of the soil, or to 
organic salts of iron, but the tint varies much, being frequently brow'nisb, 
and sometimes grey. 

Christie made some experiments to determine the absorbent power of 
regur. He first dried a portion at a temperature nearly sufficient to char 
paper ; he then exposed to the atmosphere of a moderately damp apart- 
ment 26 i 5'6 grains of the dried soil, and found after a few days that it had 


^ The tollowing a’-e the analyses. In neither 
case is it stated how the analNs.es were made, 
nor which ingredients were determined by 
loss. In the first, by Dr. Maclcod and pub* 
lished by Captain Newbold {Jour. Roy, As. 
Soc.t VI 1 1 , 254), a complete analysis of a dried 
sample appears to ha\e been made, but the 
locality from which the specimen was deiived 
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j In the other anal) sis by Mr. Tween {Memoirs^ 
IV, 361), undri^d scil was used, and the com- 
ponent parts were only c’ettnnired in the 
soluble p( rtion. The residue In all con- 
sisted chiefly of magnesia and alkali; in Al, 
Bi, B2, tl'.ere were traces of sulphuric acid. 

A and B were from near Seoni, C from 
Ind( re, D lr(»ni Barwdni, and E from Burhdn- 
pur; Seoni and Barwdni are in the Narbada 
valley, and Burhinpur m the TApti. 

Ai, A 2 represent the surface soil and 
subsoil taken from the same locality, Ai being 
the surface, A2 from 5 feet below surface. The 
two marked Bi, B2, are, in like manner, the 
soil and subsoil (3 fret deep) from one locality, 
while C, D, and E are the soils taken from 
only a lew inches below the surface. Bi is 
considered the best quality of soil 
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gained 147*1 grains. He then exposed the same sample to an atmosphere 
faturated with moisture, and found that the weight increased daily, till the 
end of a few weeks, when it was found to be 2828*4 grains. The soil had, 
therefore, gained 212 8 grains, or about 8 per cent. 

As a rule, the purest beds of regur contain no pebbles, although this 
soil usually abounds in kankar. Fragments of chalcedony or zeolite are, 
however, often found in the black soil, wheie it is derived from the decom- 
position of basalt, and in Southern India regur occasionally contains debris 
of the metamorphic rocks, sandstone or limestone, on which it rests. 

Where uncultivated, black soil plains usually support but few trees, 
and those, as a rule, of no great size, but Hie principal product is grass, 
commonly growing to a height of three or four feet, but sometimes con* 
siderably higher. The growth of grass on the uncultivated plains of India 
is, however, greatly promoted, and the trees injured or killed, by the 
universal practice of burning the grass annually in the dry season, so that 
It is probable that the plains of black soil would suppoit forest if left to 
themselves. 

Ihe fertility of this soil is so great that some of the black soil plains 
are said to have produced crops for 2,000 years without manuie, witliout 
having been left fallow, and without irrigation. On th^ other hand, some 
varieties of black soil, occurring near the coast of Southern India, are com- 
paratively infertile. 

The typical appearance is only presented by this soil near the surface 
of the ground , if the regur is more than about 6 to 10 feet deep, it usually 
passes down into brown clay with kankar. It is never, except where it 
lias been carried down and re-arranged as a stream deposit, met with at any 
depth beneath the surface. 

The distribution of black soil in the Indian peninsula is of some im- 
portance, because it affords a clue to the origin of the formation. Regui 
is found every where on the plains of the Deccan trap country, except in 
the neighbourhood of the coast. A very similar soil is found locally 
in the basaltic Rdjmahdl hills, but with this exception nothing of the 
kind appears to be known in Bengal or the neighbouring provinces. 
In Southern India, however, tracts of black soil are found scattered 
throughout the valley of the Kistna, and occupying the lower plains and 
flats of Coimbatore, Madura, Salem, Tanjore, Rdmiidd, and Tiiinevelli. 
There is but little on the Mysore plateau. Some occurs on portions of the 
coast plain on the eastern shore of the Peninsula, and the great alluvial 
flat of Surat and Broach in eastern Gujarit consists of this soil. The 
soils of Ahmaddbdd are light coloured, but regur occupies the surface of 
the depression lying between Ahmaddbdd and KdthiAw^r, and connecting 
the head of the Gulf of Cambay with th^ Rann of Cutch.^ 

‘ Rogers, Quart, four. GeoL Soc, XXIV, 118,(1870). 
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In many cases there cannot be a question that regur is simply derived 
from basalt by surface decomposition, and it is not surprising that 
numerous observers, from Christie and Voysey to Carter and Theobald, 
should have contended, and should still contend, that all cotton soil is 
derived from disintegrated trap rocks. Througliout the immense Deccan 
trap area, the passage from decomposed basalt into regur may be seen in 
thousands of sections, and all the alluvial valleys, most of which contain 
black soil, are filled with deposits derived from the disintegration of basaltic 
rocks. More than this, the boundary of the trap is approximately the 
boundary of the black soil over enormous areas ; where the latter is found 
beyond the trap boundary, volcanic rocks may veiy probably have existed 
formerly, and have disappeared through disintegration, or the soil have been 
washed clown from the neighbouring trap hills. This is admirably seen 
around Nigpur and Clwindd in the Central Provinces, vhere regur occurs 
everywhere upon the trap, but is never seen upon the metamorphic rocks a 
few miles to the eiistward, except where there is reason to suppose it has 
been transported, as in the alluvial flats of ri\crs which flow from the trap 
country. Again, whilst nothing resembling regur is found in the meta- 
morphic region of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, Chutii Nilgpur, Chhatisgarh, and 
the neighbouring provinces, soils, undistinguishable from those of the 
Deccan traps, are found in the basaltic R^jinahdl hills, and a similar 
foribatioii has also been observed in Pegu,* derived from the decomposition 
of basalt. It lias been urged that basalt may have been more wddely spread 
in Southern India than is now the case, and that, where none is now found, 
its disappearance is due to its having been converted, by disintegra- 
tion into, regur. 

Tins view cannot, how^ever, be accepted. In the first place, as was 
show'll by Newbold, basalt generally disintegrates into a reddish soil, quite 
different from regur in character. This reddish soil may be seen in places 
passing into regur, but the black soil is, aa a rule, confined to the 
flatter ground at the bottom of the valleys or on flat hill tops, the brown 
or red soil occupying the slopes. Again, the masses of black soil in the 
valleys of the Godavari and Kistna might be due to the alluvial deposits 
having been derived from the trap rocks, through which both rivers flow 
in the upper part of their course, but hundreds of square miles in the 
basins of the Penner, P411r, Cauvery, and other rivers still farther to the 
south are composed of precisely similar regur to that of the trap area. 
There is no reason for supposing that the Deccan trap ever extended to 
the valleys of the rivers named, or can there be any reasonable doubt that 
the alluvial flats contained in these valleys are mainly formed from the 
detritus of metamorphic rocks,. 

Captain Nevvbold considered* all regur to be of subaqueous origin in 

* Theobald, Memohst X, 239, (1873). j * ^our, Roy, As. Soc.y Vllf, 256, (1846). 
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India, and compared it to the deposits in tanks, and to the mud of the 
Nile. Mr. H. R Blanford sugercsted ^ that the cotton soil of Trichinopoli 
had accumulated in lagoons or backwaters near the sea, and he shewed 
that in one place, near Pondicherii, regur was actually being formed 
in a nearly- dry lagoon separated from the sea by a sand spit. Messrs, 
King and Foote, on the other hand, considered* it more probable that the 
Trichinopoli regur was a fresh water deposit accumulated in marshes. It 
has since been shown * that a complete passage takes place in the neigh- 
bourhood of Surat between the deposits formed in tidal estuaries and the 
regur of the surrounding country, and it appears probable that much of 
the black soil of eastern Gujai^t may have been originally a marine or 
estuarine (brackish water] formation. On the other hand, Hislop* object- 
ed to the theory of formation by deposition in water, and he appears to 
have been the first to suggest that regur may really be of subaerial origin 
and due to the impregnation of certain argillaceous soils by organic 
matter. This appears to be the most probable theory ; there can be no 
doubt that some forms of regur originate from the decomposition of basalt 
in stlUf others from the disintegration of other argillaceous rocks, whilst 
other varieties again were originally alluvial clays formed in river valleys, 
or deposited in fresh water marshes, estuarine flats, or salt w'ater lagoons. 
The essential character of a dark colour appears due in all cases to the 
admixtuie of organic matter, and perhaps the presence of a small quantity 
of iron. It is far from improbable that most of the black soil flats of India 
were covered with luxuriant forest, before the vegetation was annually 
exposed to the effects of fire, ' 1 he increased dampness of the soil, the 
protection from denudation by rain, and the supply of decomposing vege- 
table matter may have contributed to the formation of the morv. fertile 
forms of regur. That the process of regur formation is purely superlicial, 
and that it is due to surface action of a past time, is well seen in many 
ot the regur plains With a slightly undulating contour. In such places the 
earth is black on the flats above, where the superficial layer has not been 
washed away brown where the wash of rain has swept away the surface 
soil, and the blick soil washed from the sides of the hollow’s has frequently 
accumulated towaids the lower portion of them. 

The abrupt termination of regur in places at the edge of the trap 
country is simply due to the change from an argillaceous soil to a sandy 
one. The basalt appears generally to decompose into a highly aluminous 
substance, the met rorphic rocks, on the other hand, produce sand to a 
large extent. At the same time it should be stated that it is not quite 
dear why argillaceous deposits should have become regur in Southern 
India, whilst nothing of the kind is known in Bengal, except in the basal- 

* Memoirs, IV, 191, (1863). 

« Memoirs^ IV, 357, (1864). 


^ Records, VIII, 50, (1875). 

* Jour. I^om, Br. Roy, As, Sec^V 
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tic region of the R^jmahil hills. A dark coloured soil certainly forms in 
the marshes of eastern India, but it has not the character of regur, and 
no cotton soil has been noticed in the dense forests of Chuti 4 Ndgpur and 
BasUr, nor, except on the. surface of basalt, in the forest-clad plains of 
Biuma. It is doubtful whether true regur occurs on the Malabar coast 
between Bombay and Cape Comorin, and the marshy soils on the top of 
the Sahyadri range do not form cotton soil. The black soil plains appear 
to be almost confined to those parts of India which have a moderate rain- 
fall, not exceeding about 50 inches, but it is impossible to say whether 
this is a necessary condition. 

It may then be staled that regur has been shown on fairly trustworthy 
evidence to result frcm the impregnation of certain argillaceous forma- 
tions with organic matter, but that the piocess which has taken place is 
imperfectly understood, and that seme peculiarities in di.stribution yet 
require explanation. 

True peat forms in the hollows on the Nilgiris and some of the 
other mountains in Southern India, such as the Shevaioys,’ at elevations 
above 4,000 feet, and its formation is due, as in temperate climates, to the 
growth and decomposition of a moss. In the marshes of the Gangetic 
delta an* inferior kind of peat is also formed by the decomposition of 
various aquatic plants, and especially of wild rice.* The peat like beds 
found so widely distributed in the neighbourhood of Calcutta at a little 
depth below the surface appear to be derived from the decomposition of 
forest vegetation. A somewhat similar substance has been obtained from 
beneath a marsh in Oudh.* 


Sand drifted by the wind forms low hillocks on many parts of the 
Indian coast. A series of parallel ridges of sand hills along the shore 
of Orissa has been supposed to mark successive positions of the shore line. 
A similar tract of blow'ii .sand is found north of Orissa in the Midnapur 
district, and southwards at intervals throughout the w'hole of the east coast. 
The sand is, of course, derived from the sea shore and blown up into ridges 
at right angles to the prevailing wind, with their longer slope to windward 
and a shorter and steeper surface to leew^ard. Smaller patches of sand are 
sometimes found on the banks of backwaters. The sand hills frequently 
extend for two or three miles inland from the coast, and in such cases the 
inner ridges are covered with a peculiar vegetation, amongst which the 
ca.shewnut tree {Anacardium occidentale) and a screw^-pine {Fandanus) are 
conspicuous, and in some cases between the parallel ridges coinciding in 
direction with the coast the ground is flat, and even occasionally marshy, 

* Foote, Memoirs^ XII, 252, (18,6). I * Proe. As, Soe, Beng.^ 1865, p. 85, 

> Jouf . As , Soc, Beng,, XXIII, 400, (1854). ' 
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AS in parts of Midnapur. In the latter case it is probable that a lagoon 
has existed, >vliich has been gradually silted up, the origin of the lagoon 
being due to the formation of a sand spit outside it. As already noticed, 
the existence of several parallel sand ridges probably indicates a rise of 
land, each ridge coinciding with a former coast line. 

On the Malabar coast, sand dunes are equally common, and contribute 
greatly to the formation of lagoons or backwaters ^ by ^ocTtmulating on 
spits of sand. In the northern of the western coast about 

Bombay no sand hills hare been noticed, probably because the detritus 
from the trap rocks does not form a suitable material, but further 
north again, in Surat and Broach,® in portions of Kilhidw^r, and in Cutch, 
blown sand occupies more or less ground in many places in the neighbour- 
hood of the shore. 

Sand dunes in India are not contined to the sea coast, but are frequent- 
ly found on the banks of rivers And the accumulation of blown sand on 
river banks is of common occurrence or many of the peninsular rivers, 
such as the Godavari, Kistna, and Cauvery. In some instances noticed 
by Newbold,^ villages have been buried by the sand blown from the river 
beds during the dry season.^ 

One peculiar form of sand hill, known as teri^ is developed to a large 
extent along theTinnevelli coast, and to a sm ill extent in the north-wester n 
parts of Nellore and in the south of Travancore. The sand of which these 
hills are composed consists of rounded grains of colourless quartz, stained 
red, often bright red, by a thin him of ferruginous stain, which is easily 
dissolved by acids. In the finnevelli district they owe their origin to the 
dense clouds of sand and dust blown by the south-west monsoon off the bare 
red soil plains towards the coast, where the wind meets the sea breeze, is 
checked, and the sand dropped to form the t^ris.® 


In the extrapeninsular area we find recent and subrecent river gravels 
in every valley, but the more extensive accumulations, if we except the 
alluvium of the Irawadi river, are all found in rock bound basins of closed o: 
arrested drainage, which have been formed by differential movements of the 
surface during the elevation of the hill ranges among which they are found. 

In the dry country west of the Indus there are extensive accumu- 
lations of recent deposits, of which only a small proportion can be regarded 
as alluvium in the true sense of the word Beyond the frontier there are 
immense stretches of blown sand and loess in western Baluchistan and 
Afghanistan, of which very Hitle is known, but it is probable that they 


* Newbold, Jour, Roy As. Soc , VIIl, 2O8, 
(1846). 

» Memoirs, VI, 235, (1869) ; IX, 82, (187a) 

* Jour, Roy, As. Soc., VllI, 269, (184O). 


* The principal aecamulation of blown sand 
in India, that of the great RSjputdna Oessrt, 
will be described in the next chapter 

* a. B. Foote, Memoirs, XX, 87, (1883). 
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are composed principally of the same types of accumulation as are seen in 
the smaller valley plains around Quetta, 

First among these, as being the oldest, is a series of usually more or less 
bright red clays, sands and gravels w hich, in some of the publications of 
the Geological Survey,* have been regarded as tertiary, and have been 
coloured as such on the accompanying geological map, but although it is 
possible that they may belong to the newest portion of that period, they 
are so intimately connected with the recent deposits that, as has already 
been noticed,* it is more convenient to describe them in this place rather 
than in what might be regarded as their more proper place. These deposits 
are frequently undisturbed, especially tow ards the centre of the valh y plains 
and are then difficult to distinguish from more recent deposits, except that the 
latter are seldom so deep a red in colour. More usually, however, they 
have undergone some slight disturbance, which has enabled the drainage to 
cut into them and form an irregular surface dotted with small hills, devoid 
of soil or vegetation, owing to the saline nature of the clays and the steep, 
ness of their slopes. Towards the margins of the valleys where these 
deposits abut against the lulls, they are son etimes tilted up at high angles 
of dip, as in the Mash^lak range west of Quetta. 

1 hough they occur in close proximity to topical Siwiliks, no actual con- 
tact section has >et been found, but there are certain indications that Uie 
red clays of the valleys are considerably newer than those of the Sw'^lik 
system, and it is certain that they were deposited after the main features 
of the orography had been maiked out by disturbance and erosion ® 

riie most important of the recent deposits of tliese plau^s are the 
extensive gravel slopes at the foot of the hills, and the loess. 

Ihe great gravel slopes, or dhdman^ wdiich everywhere fringe the 
foot of the hills, and often reach a width of many iu this compara- 

tively rainless country, form one of the most conspicuous features in the 
scenery of the more open parts of the hiU country west of the Indus- 



Fig. 21. —Diagram illustrating the theory of the karez. PP —limit of permanent saturation of 

subsoil ; K.K —karez. 

They occur as great inosculating fans, spreading with a slope of 300 to 
600 feet per mile from the mouths of the stream valleys. It is into these 


* C. L, Griesbach, Memoirs, XVlII, 18, 
(i88x) i W. T. Blanford, Memoiis, XX, 115, 

* SuPnh p. 3 * 9 - 


* These valley deposits have not yet received 
che detailed attention they deserve. See 
Records, XXV, 36, (1892 ) ; see also Memoirs, 
XVIII, i8(i88i); XX, 115, (i»83). 
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fans that long underground tiiniK'ls, known as karesy are driven, 
with* a slope less than that of the surface, till they pass below the level of 
permanent saturation, and, acting as a subsoil drain carry the water out 
to the surface. 

The loess deposits consist of a fine grained, usually grey coloured and 
unstratified accumuldtion of wind blown dust, precisely similar to the great 
loess deposits of China, which have been described by the Baron von 
Richthoven. They vary in size from small patches of a few yards across 
to great plains bke that of Thai Chotidli. In the Kachi, as the plain 
south of Sibi is called, the deposits of the plain appear to be principally 
wind blown loess, more or less mixed with true alluvium. 

Closely connected with the true loess is a more or less finely stratified 
type of deposit, which is formed in the low lying parts of the loess plain. 
After every heavy shower the drainage from the higher parts of the plain, 
as well as from the surrounding hills, collects in these depressions, whence 
it gradually disappears by percolation and evaporation. The water, when it 
first collects in these depiessions, always carries a large amount of solid 
matter in suspension, which is deposited when it comes to rest, the coarser 
particles sinking first of all and the finer afterwards. By a repetition of 
these floods, a finely bedded accumulation of alternately finer and coarser 
grained material is toimed, which picsents a great similarity to a lacus- 
trine formation, though it wai^ not deposited in a lake in the true sense of 
the word, but in mere tempoiary collections of flood water. 


On the great plains of Rawalpindi (known as the Potwar), Bannu, 
and Peshawar, extensive deposits of gravel, sand, and silt exl^t. Little 
IS known about the later deposits in the Peshawar and Bannu plains, 
but those of the Potw^dr present some features of interest. The sur- 
face consists of a rather light brown alluvial clay, often containing 
kankar, and passing in places into fine silt. Beneath this alluvial de- 
posit there is a mass of gravels and sand, sometimes enclosing boulders 
of large size. The boulders are not, however, confined to the pebble 
beds, many have been observed imbedded in fine silt, and this circum- 
stance, together with the great size of many of the blocks found, and the 
distance to which they have been transported, has induced several observ- 
ers to attribute the transport of the larger masses to ice, wdicther floating 
down a river or in a lake. It has been suggested that the Potwdr 
may have been converted into a lacustrine basin in post-t ertiaiy times by 
the elevation of the Salt range and the ridges west of the Indus. There 
is but little evidence in favour of this view, but still it is not impossible, 
for, although the pebble beds underlying the finer silt of the Sohdn valley 

Foradditionaldetails concerning these al- t 122, 140, 2231 (1877), XIII, aai, (i 88D). 
Ittviat deposits of the Puiwdr, see Record^t X, | 
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a later deposit. 

The posttertiary deposits are quite unconformable to the Sivv^lik 
rocks, which had been greatly disturbed and denuded before the later 
beds were formed. These later beds them«elves, however, are occasionally 
found dipping at a considerable angle, duo, it is said, to original deposi- 
tion. 'I he pebble beds aie found around Rilwalpindi and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Indus ; they overlie the Rotds gorge near Jehlani, occur 
on some of the Salt range plateaux, and cap the mountain above Kdhi- 
bigh on the Indus. They are found at a considerable elevation above the 
present river beds, some fragirents of crystalline rocks in the neighbour- 
hood of the Indus, apparently brought down by the stream, having been 
observed 2,000 feet above the river. 

The large blocks attributed to ice flotation appear to have been derived 
from the Himdlayas. They are abundant along the Indus as far up as 
Amb on the left bank of the river, in the gorge of the Siran and for some 
miles below Attock, around Jhand about twenty miles farther south, and 
farther still to the southward near the village of 'I'rap on the lower course 
of the ^'ohdll. Some of the blocks measure nearly 50 feel in giith and 
others are even larger. In places such blocks have been found 20 miles 
aw'ay from the banks of the Indus. 

The Indus, as is well known, is subject to extraordinary floods, due to 
a portion of the upper valley becoming blocked by landslips (or according 
to some by glaciers) and to the sudden destruction of the barriers thus 
formed Such floods occurred in 1841 and 1858, and have doubtless taken 
place in past ages. ‘ In the flood of 1841 the waters of the Kdbul river 
W'ere checked and forced backwards for twenty miles by the rise of the 
Indus, and Drew has showm that the lake in Gilgit, formed by the landslip 
in 1840-41, must have been 35 miles long and upwards of 300 feet deep. 
Enormous quantities of detritus must be carried dowm by the violent 
floods produced by the bursting of such barriers, and if, as appears 
probable, the low temperature of the glacial epoch w^as felt in India, such 
lakes at an elevation of 5,000 or 6,000 feet above the sea would have been 
deeply frozen in w inter, and large blocks from the river bed and dam might 
easily have been imbedded in the ice, glaciers also in the north-western 
Himalayas must have been more extensive than they now are, and the 
formation of lakes dammed up by glaciers was probably of more common 
occurrence than at the present day. Shaw'* has called attention to the 
occurrence of heaps of stone and gravel of all sizes brought 80 miles down 


* For accounts of the« 5 e floods, see Cunning- 
ham’s Ladak, London, i 8S4; Montgomerie, yowr. 
As.Soc.Beng., XXIX. 128, (i860); Shaw, High 
Tartary, Yarkand, and Kashghar, London, 1871, 
p. 433, etc , and Appendix, p. 481 ; and espe- 


cially Drew, Jummooand Kashmir Territories, 
London, 1875, p. 44, Numerous references to 
other accounts are given by the last named 
writer. 

• /. c., p.486. 
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thft Shiyak. one of the tributaries of the upper Indus in Ladakh, by blocks 
of ice, and a similar action on a larger scale on the Indus may easily have 
supplied the erratics of the upper Punjab. If the Pot\v 4 r was a lake, the 
dispersion of the eriatic blocks is easily understood ; if not, the area over 
which the masses of rock arc found may be due to variations in the course 
of the Indus, and the reversed flow of its tributaries in g»eat floods. 

In one locality near Fatehjang a number of land and fresh water shells 
were found in silt, apparently the same as that in which boulders are else- 
where imbedded. The species found, including Ltfmnea rufescens, Plan- 
or bis exustt4Sj Palvdina bengalensh^ Bythima pulchella^ Melania tuber* 
culata^ Bulimus insularis^ Opens gracilis^ etc , are the same as are now 
common in the country, and it appears doubtful i( they would have sur- 
vived any very great diminution of temperature. At the same time it is 
possible that the beds containing shells may be of later date than those 
with boulders.^ 


*Ihe recent and subrecent deposits in the Him^layac are repiesented 
by lacustrine deposits, moraines, talus accumulations, and more conspi- 
cuously, by the river gravels abundantly developed in nearly every valley, 
as well as along the outer foot of the range. So far as these requiie notice 
in this work, they will be referred to in the chapter devoted to the Himd- 
tayan range, but there are three larger expanses of recent and subrecent 
deposits in Kashmir, Hundes and Nepdl which, being extensive enough 
to be depicted on the accompanying geological map of India, reejuire some 
description of their principal characteristics. 

The alluvial basin of Kashmir has a length of about 84 mi es with a 
breadth of some 20 to 25, and is in part occupied by low lying alluvi-il 
deposits, not much raised above the level of the Jehlam river, but prin- 
cipally by older deposits forming elevated plateaux on the boiders of the 
alluvial plain and islands rising from it. These elevated plateaux of 
alluvial and lacustrine deposits are locally known as Karewa^ a name 
which has been adopted for the deposits of which they are formed 

The Karewa deposits consist principally of sand and shingle, with 
some finegrained clayey silt towards the centre of the valley ; the beds are 
for the most part horizontal or slope with a gentU? dip, which is probably 
merely the original slope of deposition, but near the flanks of the Pir 
Panjal they dip away from the hills at angles rising to 20°. 

The best published descriptions of these beds are those of Colonel 
Godwin-Austen * and Mr. Drew,* by both of whom they are regarded as of 
lacustrine origin, an opinion also adopted by Mr. Lydekker^ but difficult 
to accept in its entirety. It is very probable that some of the finely bedded 

’ Theobald, Records, X, 141, (1877). | • jummoo and Kashmir Territories, p. aio. 

» i/uarf. Jour. Gaol. Soe., XX, 383, (1864). 1 « Memoirs, XXll 12, (1883). 
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fine grained deposits described by Colonel Godw in-Austen were deposited 
in still water, but the frequent alternations of beds cf shingle with sand 
and the layers of lignite from one to three inches in thickness, point to 
subaerial conditions of formation. Even the presence of true lacustrine 
deposits does not prove that the whole of the Kashmir lake basin was ever 
occupied by a lake. I his rock basin was probably gradually formed by a 
deformation of the earth’s crust, and the hollow so produced was filled up 
almost, if not quite, as soon as formed. At the present day true lacustrine 
deposits are being formed in those places on the northern limit of the 
valley where, owing to a deficiency of deposition, hollows have been left 
in which water has accumulated, and it is prob.jble that the conditions 
have been much the same as at present throughout the geological history 
of the Kashmir valley, and that a minor area of true lacustrine deposits 1ms 
been accompanied by a greater area where subaerial accumulation of sedi- 
ment has been in progress. 

It is possible that some of the older beds of the karewas may be con- 
temporaneous with part of the upper Sivviliks, but the only fossils yet 
found, besides undetermined fish scales and plant remains, have been land 
and fresh water shells, all apparently belonging to living species. 

The only other valley at all comparable with that of Kashmir is NepAl.^ 
The superficial differences correspond with those that mark the struc- 
tural characters of the two regions; both are longitudinal vallcNs, lying in 
the general strike of the strata, but the clear open oval area of Kashmfi 
approximatel)^ coincides with the elliptical synclinal depression of the 
calcareous upper palaeozoic strata. NepifI, on the contrary, is rather a 
group of confluent valleys, with high dividing spurs in both directions. On 
the prolongation of the strike of the rocks there is a continuation of the 
special excavation of the mountain zone, and the rocks of this zone, being 
prevailingly calcareous, has suggested the conjecture that the feature is 
primarily due to erosion by solution, as may also be the case vvith Kashmir. 
Another cause, however, and the proximate one of the formation of a lake- 
basin in Nepil, was probably, in part, a relative rise of the hills on the 
south, for here also the bottom beds of the valley deposits have undergone 
local disturbance on this side. 

These deposits corfespond very closely with those of Kashmir. There 
is no remnant of a lake, but the other features are alike. An extensive 
upland area, known as tdnr land, corresponds to the karewa of Kashmir, 
and to the hhdngar of the Gangetic plains. It is the surface of the old 
deposits, no doubt considerably modified by waste in the central parts, 
and by niinwash accumulations near the hills. The streams flow at a 
depth of from 50 to 500 feet below this surface, according to position, bnt 

* H. B Medlicott, l^ecoids, Vlll, 93, (1875) 
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here, as in Kashmir, they are now, for the most part, subject to overflow, 
and thus form the alluvial valleys, known as hhoias, corresponding to the 
khidu land of the plains. Beds of serviceable peat, much used for brick 
and lime burning, occur at various levels in the valley deposits, and there 
is also a blue clay, extensively used for top dressing the fields, whos^ 
fertilising virtue seems to be due to the phosphate of iron (vivianite) 
freely scattered through it in blue specks. No fossil remains have as yet 
been found in any of these deposits. 

The subrecent deposits of Hundes occupy an area of some 120 miles 
long by from 15 to 60 miles broad in the upper valley of the Sutlej, which 
now flows in a deep and narrow gorge, not much less than 3 000 feet deep, 
cut through the horizontal deposits it had formed at an earlier period of 
its history. 

Our knowledge of these beds is almost entirely dependent on the 
description of the two brothers Richard and Henry Strachey. It seems 
possible, from an observation of the latter of these, that the deposits are in 
part of lacustrine oiigin, for he mentions that, in the central part of the 
valley, the cliffs exhibit throughout their height a fine homogeneous clay, 
with but little gravel in it There is some inherent probability in the sup- 
position that part of these deposits weie formed in local accumulations of 
water, but there is nothing to show that thi whole of them might not be of 
subaerial origin, as it is almost certain that the bulk of them might have been. 

But the chief interest of these deposits attaches to the mammalian 
fossils they contain. These have long been known, though it was only 
within late years that their deiivation from the hoi izorital gravels was 
definitely determined by Mr. C, L. Griesbach.^ The earlier specimens, 
brought across the frontier as curiosities by the Tibetan traders, had been 
regarded as tertiary by the late Dr. Falconer, who considered that the 
beds had undergone considerable elevation since their foimation. A 
more recent revision of the fauna by Mr. Lydekker* renders the reten- 
tion of this opinion, itself improbable on account of the horizontality of 
the deposits, impossible. With the exception of Htppothetium, which was 
determined by Mr. Waterhouse from specimens brought by Sir R. Strachey 
though it is questionable whether the materials were sufficient for its 
• determination, only living genera are known ; of these Bos^ Ovts (P), 
Capra, and Equus are genera still living in the highlands of Tibet. 
Hyaena is not at present known in Tibet, though there is no reason why 
it should not forn)erly have ranged into high altitudes, and, besides, the 
correctness of the determination is open to question. There remains the 
genus Rhinoceros, which points to a warmer climate and a lower altitude 
than that in which the remains are found. It is, however, not impossible 

^Records, XIU, 91, (1880), | « Records, XIV, 178, (1881.) 
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for a Rhinoceros, especially one of small size, to have lived on the bushes 
which grow in the neighbourhood of many of the Tibetan rivers, while the 
doubtful evidence of this genus is more than outweighed by the fragment 
o{ a skull figured by Royle,* which agrees so closely with that of Pantholops 
fiodffsoni that there can be little doubt of at least generic identity, and 
Pantholops is a genus peculiar to the most elevated and coldest portions of 
Tibet. It is consequently more probable, so far as the palaeontological 
evidence goes, that the subrecent deposits of Hundes were formed at or 
near the elevation at which they are now found than that they were formed 
at a much lower level and subsequently elevated without undergoing any 
disturbance. 


In the hills east of India there are some rock basins occupied by allu* 
\ial deposits, of which the best known is that of Manipur. About 50 miles 
long by 20 broad, of an irregular shape, with many small hills rising like 
islands from the alluvial plain, it is not surprising that it should be gener. 
ally regarded as a filled in lake. There are. however, no real reasons for 
supposing that any large proportion of the valley was ever occupied by 
deep water, 1 here are no terraces round it such as would have resulted 
from the lowering of the outlet of the lake during the long period occu- 
pied by its tilling up. I'he deposits arc all of ordinary alluvial type, and 
the courses of the streams show that the present surface is the result of the 
gradual subaerial formation of an alluvial plain. The elevation of the sur- 
rounding hills is, geologically speaking, of comparatively recent date, prob- 
ably not dating further back than the latter portion of the tertiary period, 
and it is probable that the origin of the Manipur basin was gradual, and that 
the active erosion of the surrounding hills, due to abundant rainfall, caused 
it to be filled up as fast as it was formed, with the exception of insigni- 
ficant areas that partially escaped sedimentation, and were occupied by 
shallow lakes. 

The upper w’aters of the Chindwin (Kyin-dwin) river drain a number 
of alluvium filled valleys, the largest of which, on the upper part of the 
Chindwin itself, is known as the Hukong valley, while, in the hills west of 
the Chindwin, there are the Kubo valley and those south of it. No details 
are at present known regarding these alluvial spreads of Upper Burma, as 
no detailed geological investigations have yet been possible, but in Lower 
Burma more extended investigations have been made, and it is possible 
to distinguish posttertiary deposits of two distinct periods. 


Along the margin of the Irawadi and Sittaung alluvium, there is a 
broad, but interrupted, belt of undulating ground, clearly distinguished 

* Illustrations of the Botany, etc., of the I 6g. 1 . The original specimen cannot now 
Himalaya Mountains. 4'’ London, 1839, pi. III. I be found. 
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from the flat alluvial plains near the liver both by the greater inequalitN 
of its surface and by its more sandy character. This tract is locallv 
known as Eng^dain, or the country of the Eng tiee {D^pterocarpub 
grandijlofa)^ but the same name is naturally applied to the very similar 
sandy tracts occupied by the pliocene fossil wood group, so that the 
popular distinction does not precisely coincide with the geological limits 
of the formation. 

The Eng-dain tract is composed chiefly of gravel, derived in a larg< 
measure from the neighbouring hills, but partly from a distance. A por- 
tion of the deposits, like the bhdbar,i\\c^ edge of the Gangers valley, may 
simply be the detritus washed fiom the surface of the hills by rain and 
small streams to form a slope at the base of the range, but in Pegu, as 
in other countries with a heavy rainfall, this slope is inconsiderable, and a 
great portion of the alluvial gravels are simply stream and river deposits. 
Similar beds of sand and gravel are found in many places underlying the 
argillaceous delta deposits of the Irawadi, and are evidently of more 
ancient origin. 

Besides the fringe, of variable width, formed by the gravels along the 
edge of the older rocks, large tracts of the same older alluvial deposits ar( 
found in places isolated in the delta, occasionally forming gioiind raised 
lo a considerable height above the flat country around. One such tiact, 
about 20 miles long from north-east to south-west, by lo miles broad, 
occurs cast of Mga-pu-tau and south of Bassein, another, of about the same 
dimensions, lies south-west. of Rangoon. These areas may be ancient 
bhd*igar deposits, or they ma) be caused by local upheaval. 

Except in the immediate vicinity of the ri\er channel, t^^ere is no 
important expanse of alluvial deposits in the valleys of the Burmese ri^e^s, 
the beds of all, immediately above their deltas, are foimed in places by 
older rocks, and there is no such continuous alluvial plain as is found 
along the course of the Ganges and Indus. Small tracts of alluvium occur, 
as usual, every here and there, but the wide undulating plains in the 
neighbourhood of the river in Upper Burma are largely composed, not 
of river alluvium, but of the pliocene fossil wood deposits. 

Compared with the Gangetic and Indus deltas, those of the Iiawadi 
and other Burmese rivets convey an idea of imperfection and backward- 
ness, as though the latter were of more modern growth than the former, 
and had made less progress towards the formation of a great fertile plain 
The Salwln cannot be said to have any delta at all, and in the Irawadi 
delta, as has already been mentioned, elevated tracts, both of rock and of 
the older alluvial deposits, occur in the neighbourhood of the sea. Con- 
sidering the size of the river, the Sittaung delta, if the alluvial plain ex- 
tending to the northward beyond Tauug-ngii (Tonghoo) be included, is 
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proportionally more extensive than that of the Irawadi, but still the broad 
Gulf of Martaban extends into the very mouth of the Sittaung river. 

The Irawadi delta extends from the Rangoon river to the Bassein 
river, and the head of the delta may be placed near Myanaung.^ The 
first important distributar\ — that forming the head of the Bassein river- 
leaves the main river a little above Henz^da, but water overflows in 
floods some miles above Myanaung, and finds its way to the sea by the 
Myit*ma-kha Khyaung, the origin of the Rangoon river. The various 
rivers and creeks of tlie Irawadi delta are said to be far less liable to 
change than those of the Ganges and Indus, but it must be remembered 
that the authentic history of the latter rivers, and especially of the 
Indus, extends much farther back than does that of the Irawadi. The 
general surface of the delta near the sea, with the exception of the 
higher tracts already mentioned, differs but little in elevation from that 
of the great Indian rivers and Mr. Theobald considers that at least 2,000 
square miles must be below the level of high spring tides. Large marshes, 
or jhils (“ eng'* in Burmese), are found occupying the depressions between 
the raised banks of the principal streams, and the whole region, especial- 
ly in the neighbourhood of the sea, consists of a network of the tidal creeks. 
Little appears to be known as to the progress of the delta seaward, 
judging by the contour of the coast, it would appear that the Iranadi, 
owing to its far greater size, and perhaps to the larger proportion of silt 
transported by its waters, had pushed its delta seaward far beyond the Sil- 
taung. The Salwfn traverses for the most part an area of hard metamor- 
phic rocks, and probably brings dowm but little detritus, so that the con- 
version of the (julf of Martaban into land, if it is ever to be effected, must 
depend largely upon the deposits from the Irawadi. 

The alluvial plain and delta of the lower Irawadi consist mainly of 
a clay ^ very similar to that found in the Gangetic plain, but containing 
much less lime, and consequently poor in kankar. The colour is gene- 
rally yellowish brown, sometimes reddish, owing to the presence of 
peroxide of iron. The proportion of sand varies, and is greater on the 
whole than in the Gangetic alluvium. A few thin layers of sand occur 
interstratified with the clay, and a band of dark blue or carbonaceous 
clay, a few inches in thickness, has been noticed in several localities. 


* Mr. Theobald considers Min-gyi, 13 miles 
below Myanaung, the apex of the delta ; and 
taking Puriam point, east of the Bassein river, 
and Elephant point, west of the Rangoon 
river, as the two lateral angles, he estimates 
the distances from Min-gyi to Elephant and 
Puriam points as 129 and 176 miles, respec- 
tively, the two points being 137 miles apart, 

--Records, III, 2i, (« 87 o)- 


* Mr. Theobald considers this clay marine 
or estuarine, but no fossils have been found in 
it and his main arguments, founded on the 
similarity between the clays of the Irawadi 
and G.ingetic deltas, are of course favourable 
to the fluviatile origin of the Irawadi clay, if 
that of the Ganges be also of fresh water 
origin,— III, 17, (1870). 
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*llie clay, in many places loviards the head of the delta, is seen to rest 
upon pebbly sand, and the latter is frequently found beneath the clay in the 
delta itself, wells being sunk through the aigillaceous surface formation 
to the porous stratum beneath In the absence of any borings, however, 
it is impossible to say what the nature of the beds at a depth below the 
surface may be, and it is not clear w'hether the sand is the underlying 
formation throughout, or whether it is merely intercalated between beds 
of clay. 

On the smface of the clay, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
river, deposits of silt and sand aie found in some places, and resemble 
the khddar deposits of the Ganges valley. No extensive area, how^ever, 
is covered by these sandy beds. They form a narrow belt along the river 
channel above the influence of the tide, and occupy a rather larger a'*ea 
around Pantanau. The deposits of the Sittaung alluvial plain closely 
resemble those of the Irawadi. 
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THE INDO-GANGETIC PLAIN. 


Area and elevation -Fluviatde origin of the Gangetic plain— Subrecent marine conditions in 
the Indus valley — Character of Indo-Gangetic alluvium— Fossils in the alluvium— General 
features of the Indo-Gangetic plain -The Brahmaputra valley — The delta of the Ganges 
and Brahmaputra — The plains of upper Bengal and the North-West Provinces -An/ur or 
J^eh~The Punjab — The los*- river of the Indian desert — The lower Indus valley and 
delta— The Rann ol Cute h— The desert of western RajpCit^na. 


The immense alluvial plain of the Ganges, Indus, and Brahmaputra 
livers and their tributaries, the richest and most populous portion of India, 
covers an area of about 300,000 square miles, and forms approximately one 
fourth of the whole surface of Biitish India, exclusi\e of Burma. The greater 
part of the provinces known as Assam, Bengal (including Behar), the North- 
West Provinces, Oudh, the Punjab and Sind, are included in the great plain 
which, varying in width from 90 to nearly 300 miles, entirely sepaiate's the 
geological region of peninsular India from the Himalayas to the north, the 
Suldimdn and Kirthar ranges to the west, and the hill regions of Assam, 
'I'ipperah, and Chittagong to the eastward. Owing to the varying extent 
to which the surface is raised on the margins of the area by the detritus 
brought by riveis from the hills, and the gradation between the finer depo- 
sits of the plain and the coarser gravels forming the slope at the base 
of the Himalayas, it is difficult to estimate exactly the greatest height of the 
] lain above the sea. The highest level recorded by the Great Tiigono- 
inetrical Survey bet^^een the Ganges and Indus, on the road from Sahi- 
ranpur to Ludhiana, is 924 feet,^ and this may be fairly taken as the 


‘ The following elevations of localities in the 
Indo-Gangetic plain will afford some idea of 
the general height of the sur'ace above the 
sea. The figures, except in the case of Rij- 
mahdl, are taken from the maps and publi>hed 
sections of the Great Trigonometrical Sur- 
vey, with a few additions kindly furnished by 
the Surveyor General, Colonel Walker, At 
all the localities quoted the height is the 
approximate level of the plain 1 — 
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summit level at the lowest part of the watershed between the Indus and the 
Ganges. There is no ridge of high ground between the Ganges and Indus 
drainage, and a very trifling change in the surface might at any time turn 
the affluents of one river into the other. It is reasonable to infer that 
such changes have taken place in past times, and that the occurrence of 
closely allied species of IHatanista (a fresh water dolphin peculiar to the 
Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra) in the two rivers, and of many other 
animals common to both streams, may thus be explained. 

An idea once prevalent amongst both geologists and naturalists was, that 
the great Indian plain had been an arm of the sea in late geological times.* 
It is possible that this may have been the case, but there is absolutely no 
evidence whatever in favour of such a view, and some facts are opposed to 
it. On the southern flank of the Himalayas, no marine formations have been 
discovered of later date than eocene, and even these are unknown, except 
in one place east of the Ganges, between the spot where the Jumna leaves 
the Himalayas, and the Giro hills, or throughout thirteen degrees of 
longitude, whilst the later tertiary formations, belonging to tlie Siwdlik 
system, contain fresh water Repttlta and Molluscdy and not a single marine 
shell has been found in them. In Sind marine beds of miocene date arc 
found, which become replaced by fresh water beds as they are traced up 
the Indus Valley,and in the Salt range the fresh water Siwdliks rest upon the 
nummulitic limestone. It is true that it is impossible to tell what beds 
may be concealed beneath the Indo-Gangetic alluvium, and marine strata 
may exist to an enoimous extent without appearing at the surface. It is 
also unquestioriable that the amount of information hitherto derived from 
borings is very small indeed, but so far as that information extends, 
and so far as the lower strata of the alluvial plain have been exposed in 
the beds of rivers, not a single occurrence of a marine shell has ever 
been observed, nor is there such a change in the deposits as w'ould render 
it probable that the underlying strata are marine. As will be shown 
presently, the lowest deposits known in the plain itself are of postter- 
liary age, and they are certainly fresh w’ater, whilst the tertiary deposits 

• Hooker, Himalayan Journals, isl ed., London, 
1854, I, p. 378, Theobald, Records^ III, 19 
(1870). Mr. Theobald*s main argument, 
derived from the clay at Pattharghatta, near 
R^jmahdl, has been shown by a re-examinatioii 
of the locality to be untenable, the deposit in 
question being merely a surface wash, contain* 
tng fragments of bricks amongat other things 
{Memoirs^ XIII, 224, (1877). Dr. Falconer 
considered that the Indo-Gangetic area was 
formerly an arm of the sea, but that it had been 
converted into land before the Siwdlik epoch, 
•‘-PO'laontQlogical Memoirs^ /, 29 , 
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are chiefly known to occur on the northern margin of the plain. The 
older pliocene deposits of Perini island in the Gulf of Cambay lie, how- 
ever, to the south of the alluvial area, and five species of mammals found 
in them are also met with in the Si w Aliks at the base of the HimAlayas, 
so that there was probably land communication between the two areas. 
'Ihe only evidence known in favour of marine conditions having prevailed 
during the deposition of any portion of the Gangetic alluvium is the occur- 
rence of brine springs at considerable depths in a few localities. These 
springs, howe\er, are not numerous, and without additional evidence it is 
impossible to look upon them as proofs of marine deposits. At the same 
time it is by no means impossible that the sea occupied portions of Sind 
and Bengal long after the plain of upper India was dry land. With refer- 
ence to Bengal there is very little evidence. Mr. Fergusson, in a masterly 
essay on recent changes in the delta of the Ganges,^ has brought forward 
a quantity of historical data tending to show that the whole Ganges valley 
was probably not habitable 5,000 years ago, and that the extension of 
human settle m-^nts to the eastward from the Punjab has been gradual. 
'Hie latter may be conceded, with the reservation that additional evidence 
as to the previous want of population is desirable. The Ganges valley 
5,000 years ago, like that of the BrAhinaputra valley at the present day, may 
have been so swampy as to be ill suited for cultivation, and yet there is 
no reason for supposing that the area had recently been covered by the 
sea, for the state of the surface may have been due to an amount of 
depression sufficient to render the area marshy, but not enough to cause 
it to be overflowed by the ocean. That depression has taken place in the 
delta is shown by the records of the Fort William (Calcutta) borehole, 
to be described presently, but the only known marine beds in the neighbour- 
hood of the Ganges delta, those at the foot of the GAro hills, are of tertiary 
age, and probably pliocene. 

In the Indus valley some evidence has been obtained of the sea having 
occupied part of the area in posttertiary times.^ East of the alluvial 
plain of the Indus near Umarkot is a tract of blown sand, the depressions in 
which are filled by salt lakes. These lakes atre supplied by water trickling 
through the soil from large marshes and pools supplied by the flood waters 
of the rivers, and it is evident that the depressions amongst the sand 
hills are at a lower level than the alluvial plain, and that the salt is 


* Quart. Jour. Geol. Sac., XIX, 321, (1863), 
There is one ethnological fact which Mr. Fer- 
giisson has not noticed. The population of 
Hcngal, as any one who has seen much of 
Indian races will probably admit, is shown by 
colour, phy^^ique, and habits of life to contain 
a large proportion of the non-Ar^an races, 
the people of upper India, on the other hand, 
having a much larger Aryan element. This 
mixed race may have migrated into the 


country, but it is at least as probable that the 
non-Aryan tribes were indigenous, and that 
the present Bengali race is due to an admix- 
ture of Aryan blood. The point is, whether 
Mr. Fergusson has not taken the south-eastern 
migration of the more civilised population 
amongst uncivilised tribes for the original 
peopling of the Gangetic plain. 

* your. As. Soc. Beng., XLV, pt. ii, 93, (1876) i 
Records^ X, 10, 21, (1877). 
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derived from the soil beneath the sand. To the southward is a great flat 
salt tract known as the Rann of Cutch, marshy in parts, dry in others, 
throughout the greater part of the year, but covered by water when the 
level of the sea is raised by the south-west monsoon blowing into the Gulf 
of CuUh and the old mouth of the Indus, and all water which runs off tlie 
land is thus ponded back. The Liini river, which flows into the Rann, is, 
except after rain, extremely salt, and salt is largely manulactured from the 
salt earth at Pachpadra, close to the Luni, more than loo miles from the 
edge of the Rann, and nearly 300 from the sea Both the present condition 
of the Rann and tradition point to the area having been covered by the sea 
in recent times, and having been filled up by deposits from the streams 
running into it, while the occurrence in some of the salt lakes near Umar- 
kot, 150 miles from the sea, of an estuarine mollusc Potamides (Pirenelia) 
layaidiy common in the salt lagoons and backwateis of the Indian coast, 
seems to indicate that these lakes were formerly in communication with the 
sta. The enormous quantity of blown sand, also, which covers the Indian 
desert, can only be satisfactorily explained by supposing that it w^as derived 
from a former coast line north of the Rann and east of the Indus valley.' 

It appears probable that ra posttertiary times an aim of the sea ex- 
tended up the Indus valley at least as far as the salt lakes now^ exist, or to 
the neighbourhood of Rohri, and probably farther, and also up the Luni 
valley to the neighbourhood of Jodhpur, the Rann of Cutch being of course 
an inland sea. The country to the westward has been raised by the 
deposits of the Indus, and the salt lakes have been isolated by ridges of 
blown sand. 

It is true tiiat along the western margin of the Indus alluvium later 
tertiary (Manchhar) rocks are found, containing remains of mammalia and 
precisely resembling the Siwdlik formation, and as there is neveitlielesb a 
probability that the lower Indus valley was an arm of the sea in pdstterti- 
ary times, it may fairly be argued that the sub Him 4 la}an Suvclhks are no 
proof that the Ganges valley was not an inland sea at the same epoch. 
But in the Indus region the representatives of the Siw’dliks pass down- 
wards into miocenc marine beds. In lower Sind the Manchhar formation 
itself becomes iniei stratified with bands containing marine shells, and not 
very far to the westward, there is a very thick marine pliocene formation 
on the Baluchistdn coast, so that there is evidence in abundance of the 
sea having occupied portions of the area in later tertiary times, wdiilst 
there is no proof of any such marine conditions in the Ganges plain. 


The various deposits of the ludo-Gangetic plain* may be roughly classed 


* A de$cnption of this area will be found 
at the end of the present chapter. 

^ The authorities for the following account 
are manuscript reports by Mr I heobsUd on 
parte of the alluvial area m Beng il, Bchar, and 


the North-Western Provinces, s')me extracts 
from which were published in Records, III, 17, 
(<870) ; Medlicott, Skoich of the Cr*ology of 
the North- Western Provinces, VI, 9, 
(1873), and various papers referred to. 
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under two subdivisions, older and newer; the former consisting of beds 
which are undergoing denudation, whilst the latter form the newer 
accumulations, tlie flood ai»d delta deposits now in process of formation. 
It is dilTicult, if not impossible, to draw any distinct line of separation 
between these two subdivisions, unless, as but rarely occurs, they contain 
fossils ciiaracteristic of their age, but, generally speaking, all the higher 
ground is composed of older deposits, whilst the newer alluvium is chiefly 
confined to the neighbourhood ol the river channels, except in the delta of 
the Ganges, and in the Brahmaputra plain. Still, there are large parts, both 
of the Indus and Ganges plains, which are flooded every season, and on 
these areas newer deposits are formed by the flood waters Moreover, as 
the rivers constantly change their courses, they often sweep away deposits 
only a few years, or even a few months old. 

The prevailing formation throughout the Indo-Gangetic alluvial area is 
some form of clay, more or less sandy. The older deposits generally 
contain kankar, the newer deposits do not as a rule, but there are numer- 
ous exceptions in both cases. In the Indus valley the allu\ial deposits are 
much more sandy than in the Ganges valley, and the surface of the ground 
is paler in colour, except where marshy conditions prevail. The deposits 
of the Brahmaputra valley in Assam are also sandy. In both these valleys 
the greater part of the area is occupied by the newer alluvial deposits 
whilst the greater portion of the Ganges plain, except towards the delta 
is composed of an older alluvial formation. 

The older alluvium is usually composed of massive clay beds of a rather 
pale, reddish brown colour, very often yellowish when recently exposed to 
the air, with more or less kankar disseminated throughout. In places, 
and especially in Bengal and Behar, pisolitic concretions of hydrated iron 
peroxide', from the size of a mustard seed to that of a pea, are disseminated 
through the clay ; occasionally these nodules attain larger dimensions, some 
being found near Din^jpur of the size of pigeons’ eggs. In places 
kankar forms compact beds of earthy limestone. Sand, gravels, and con- 
glomerates occur, but are, as a rule, subordinate, except on the edges 
of the valley, the quantity of sand in the clay decreasing gradually as the 
distance from the hills increases. Pebbles are scarce at a greater distance 
than from 20 to 30 miles from the hills bordering the plain. Beds of sand- 
stone, sufficiently compact for building, ha\e occasionally been found, 
but are of rare occurrence. On the whole, there is no great difter- 
ence between the alluvial formations of the Indo Gangetic plain and those 
of the Narbada and Tipti, except that the latter are rather darker in 
colour, and perhaps less sandy. 

The newer alluvial deposits consist of coarse gravels near the hills, and 
especially at the base of the Himalayas, sandy clay and sand along the 
coarse of the rivers, and fine silt consolidating into clay in the delta and 
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in the flatter parts of the river plain. In the Ganges delta beds of impure 
peat commonly occur. Fresh water shells are of more frequent occur- 
rence in the newer forms of alluvium than in the older, the species being 
those now living in the rivers and marshes of the country. 

The only information of importance hitherto procured as to the nature 
and depth of the alluvial deposits beneath the surface is derived from 
five borings: one, 481 feet deep, at Fort Williarn, Calcutta, within the 
delta and close to a tidal river ; the second at Umballa, 701 feet deep, at 
nearly the highest level of the plain away from the slope of detritus along 
the margin ; the third, carried to a depth of 464 feet, at Sabzal-kot we-^t 
of the Indus, about 2 i miles west by north of Rdjanpur and about 400 
feet above sea level ; the fourth, at Agra, carried to a depth of 481 feet 
from a surface level of 553 feet above the sea.; and the fifth, and deepest, 
having a depth of 1,336 feet from a surface level of about 370 feet, at Luck- 
now. All these boreholes were made for the purpose of obtaining water. 

'I'he Calcutta borehole is, with the exception of that at Lucknow, the most 
important, because it was cart*ied do\Mi to a depth of about 460 feet below 
the mean sea level. The following account of the deposits passed through in 
the borehole is taken from the “ Abstract Report of the Proceedings of the 
Committee appointed to superintend the Bore Operations in Fort William 
from their commencement, December 1835, to their close in April 1840:^’'— 

“ After penetrating through the surface soil to a depth of about ten 
feet, a stratum of stiff blue day, fifteen feet in thickness, was met with. 
Underlaying this was a light coloured sandy clay, which became gradually 
darker in colour from the admixture of vegetable matter, till it p'^ssed into 
abed of peat, at a distance of about thirty feet from the surface.* Beds of 
clay and variegated sand intermixed with kankar, mica, and small pebbles, 
alternated to a depth of 120 feet, when the sand became loose and almost 
semi-fluid in its texture. At 152 feet the quicksand became darker in 
colour and coarser in grain, intermixed with red water worn nodules of 
hydrated oxide of iron, resembling to a certain extent the laterite of South 
India. At 159 feet a stiff clay with yellow veins occurred, altering at 163 

* i45. S'e>c. IX, 686, (1840). See almost certainly a misprint; first, because 

also an excellent account by Lieutenant (after> Lieutenant Baird Smith mentions in his de- 
wards Colonel) R. Baird Smith, Ca/CM^/a y&Mr. srription the occurrence of peat between 30 
IVat. JJisi.t I, 324, (1341) and Proc. Geol. and 50 feet from the surface, whereas from 
5 oc», IV, 4, (1842), From the latter the account 75 to I20 feet sandy clay is said to occur. 
In LyeU*s Principles of Geology ” appears to and this agrees with his descriptive catalogue 
be chiefly taken. Some additional details will be of the specimens extracted from the borehole, 
found in the yoMr. II, 369, 649, and with his figured section ; secondly, 

(1833); IV, 235, (1835); V, 374, (1836) j VI, because, as will be shown hereafter, a bed of 
234» 3**1 4 Si 8, 897, (1837); VII, 168, 466, peat is found everywhere around Calcutta at 
(1838). a depth of 20 to 30 feet. 

* Eighty feet in the original, but this is 
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feet remarkably in colour and substance, and becoming dark, friable, and 
apparently containing much vegetable and ferruginous matter. A line 
sand succeeded at 170 feet, and this gradually became coarser and mixed 
with fragments of quartz and lelspar to a depth of 180 feet. At 196 feet 
clay impregnated with iron was passed through, and at 221 feet sand 
recurred, containing fragments of limestone with nodules of kankar and 
pieces of quartz and felspar-; the same stratum continued to 340 feet, and 
at 350 feet a fossil bone, conjectured to be the humerus of a dog, was ex- 
tracted.^ At 360 feet a piece of supposed tortoiseshell^ was found, and 
subsequently several pieces of the same substance were obtained. At 
372 feet another fossil bone was disco\eicd, but it could not be identified, 
from its being torn and broken by the borer. At 392 feet a few pieces of 
line coal, such as are found in the beds of mountain streams, with some 
fragments of decayed wood, were picked out of the sand, and at 400 feet a 
piece of limestone was brought up. From 400 to 481 feet fine sand, like 
that of the seashore, intermixed largely with shingle composed of fragments 
of primary rocks, quaitz, felspar, mica, slate, and limestone prevailed, 
and in this stratum the bore has been terminated.'^ 

'1 he first and most important observation to be made on the foregoing 
facts is that no trace of marine deposits was detected, but on the contrary 
there appears every reason for believing that the beds traversed, from top 
to bottom of the borehole, had been deposited either by fresh water, or 
in the neighbourhood of an estuary. At a depth of 30 feet below^ the 
surface, or about 10 feet below mean tide level, and again at 382 teet, 
beds of peat with wood were found, and in both cases there can be but 
little doubt that the deposits prove the existence of ancient land surfaces. 
The wood in the upper peat beds was examined by Dr. Wallich and found 
to be of two kinds, one of which was recognised as belonging to the sundri 
tree {Heritiera littoralis)^ which grows in abundance on the muddy flats 
of the Ganges delta, the other probably as the root of a climbing plant 
resembling Briedelia, Moreover, at considerable depths, bones of terres- 
trial mammals and fiuviatile reptiles were found, but the only fragments of 
shells noticed, at 380 feet, are said to have been of fresh water species. 

The next noteworthy circumstance is the occurrence at a depth of 175 
to 185 feet, again at 300 to 325, and again throughout the lower 85 feet 
of the borehole, of pebbles in considerable quantities. The pebbles in 
the lower portion are especially mentioned as large, and their size is 
shown by the circumstance that they impeded the progress of the bore, 
and that it was necessary in several cases to break them up before they 


* A ruminant bone, according to Dr. Falc- 
oner; Lyell, Principles of Geology, London, ed. 
1867, I, p. 479 The specimen cannot now be 
found. Figures of this bone are given, Jour* 


As, Soe, Beng , VI, 234, pi. xviii, (1837) 1 and 
Calcutta Jour, Nat, //isL, 1 ., pi. ix, (1841). 

* Figured Jour, As, Soc, Beng,, VI, 321, pi. 
xxi ; and Calc, Jour. Nat, Hist.^ I, pi. ix. 
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could be extracted, so that it may be fairly inferred that they were at least 
two or three inches across (the borehole was six inches in diameter). The 
greater part of the pebbles were clearly derived from gneis.sir rocks, but 
some fiagmcnts of coal and lignite which were obtained were perhaps 
from the Damuda series, though their composition indicates the probability 
that they were dei ived from the tertiary or cretaceous coal seams of the 
Assam hills ^ 

7 he peat bed, it may here be mentioned, is found in all excavations 
around Calcutta, at a d'=‘pth varying fiom about 20 to about 30 f(‘et, and 
the same stratum appears to extend over a large area in the neighbouring 
country.® A peaty Uyer haa been noticed at Port Canning on the Mutla 
(Mutlah), 35 miles to the south-east, and at Khulni, in Jessor, 80 miles 
east by north, always at such a depth below the present surface, as to be 
some feet beneath the present mean tide level In many of the cases 
noticed, roots of the sundri tree were found in the peaty stratum. This 
tree grows a little above ordinary high water mark in ground liable to 
flooding, so that in every instance of the roots occurring below the mean 
tide level, there is conclusive evidence of depression, fins evidence is 
confirmed by the occurrence of pebbles, for it is extremely improbable 
that coarse gravel should have been depo-.ited in water 80 fathons deep, 
and large fragments could not have been brought to their present posi- 
tion unless the streams, w^hich now traverse the country, had a greater 
fall formerly, or unless, w^hicL is perhaps more probable, rocky hills existed 
which have now been covered up by alluvial deposits. The coarse 
gravels and sands which form so considerable a proportion of the beds 
traversed can scarcely be deltaic accumulations, and it is therefore 
probable that when they w^ere formed, the present site of Calcutta was 
near the margin of the alluvial plain, and it is quite possible that a portion 
of the Bay of Bengal w’as dry land ^ 

At Lucknow the deepest of all the boreholes in the Gangetic alluvium 
was driven to a depth of 1,336 feet from the surface, or nearly 1,000 feet 
below sea level. The beds passed through from top to bottom were of the 
same character, alternations of sand and sandy silt, with occasional bands 
of kankar, and be}ond the mention of coarse sand neai the bottom of the 
borehole, there are no indications of an approach to the base of the diluvial 


* In a boring recently sunk at ChanJerna- 
gore subangular gravel of quarts and felspar 
was met w th at about 150 feet. The telspar 
fragments wtre extremely abundant and cannot 
have travelled any great distance This in- 
dication of the V icinity of rocks exposed at the 
surface is interesting in connection w th the 
hypothesis of the recent origin of the outlet of 
the Ganges into the Bay of Bengal,— 
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* Baird Smith, Ai Soc Beng , IX, 686, 
(1840); H. F, Blanford, Jour, As, Soc, Beng, y 
XXXI II, 154, (1864). See also notices of earlier 
borings, yoMf. >45. Soc^Beng , 11 , 369,649, (1833). 

* But whilst the 'depression ot nearly <^00 feet, 
probably since tertiary times, is unmistakable 
in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, the signs^ 
of elevation within the same epoch in Orissa, 
«>niy TOO to 200 miles distant to the south-wcHt, 
are equally distinct. 
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deposits. Like all the other boreholes, it was sunk in searcn of a supply of 
artesian water, and apart from its interest in showing the great thickness of 
the alluvial deposits, it is important as proving that artesian conditions do 
prevail under the Indo Gangetic plain. After the surface water was shut 
out, a water-bearing stratum was struck at 158 feet, whose water stood 
at 61 feet from the top of the borehole ; at 190 feet another was met with, 
and the water stood at 42 feet, at 341 feet the water rose to 24 feet from 
the surface, at 750 feet to 13 feet, at 783 feet to 9 feet, at 975 feet to 2 feet 
from the top of the borehole. At 990 feet and 1,040 feet two water bear- 
ing strata were struck in which the pressure was less and the water sunk 
to 5 feel from the top of the boring, but at 1,141 feet it again rose to within 
18 inches of the top and at 1,189 feet a bed of quicksand was struck from 
which water flowed at the rate of 10 gallons per minute over the top of 
the casing, itself 24 feet above the mean level of the surrounding plain ^ 

There is very little of interest in the other three boreholes that have 
been sunk in the Gangetic alluvium, except in so far as they bear on the 
theory of the origin of the Himalayas, as will be mentioned in the sub- 
sequent chapter. 

The Agra borehole, sunk near the southern margin of the alluvium, is the 
only one which traversed its whole thickness to the supporting floor of rock. 
The total thickness of alluvial deposits passed through was only 481 feet, 
composed of sand and sandy clays with some kankar, the uppermost 150 
feet being apparently composed to a considerable extent of blown sand, as 
opposed to true alluvial deposits.® 

Umballa is on the watershed of the Indo* Gangetic plain, between the 
Jumna, which flows into the Ganges, and the Sutlej, a tributary of the 
Indus. The locality is about 905 feet above the sea, and 20 miles from the 
base of the Himalayas. There is very little of interest in this borehole. 
The depth to which it was carried was insufficient to test the thickness 
of the alluvial deposits, and it ceased 200 feet above the level of the sea. 
No mention is made of any organic remains being found, but their 
occurrence could not be anticipated, as they occur but rarely in the alluvial 
formations of the Gangetic plain.’ 

The borehole at Sabzal-ka-kot is only four miles from the base of the 
hills, and by far the greater portion of the beds traversed consist of sand 
and pebbles, clay.s being subordinate, although several beds w^ere met with. 


The rarity of organic remains, especially in the older alluvial deposits, 
has already been referred to, but shells are occasionally found, belonging 
to species now* inhabiting the rivers and marshes of the country. An 
impoitant discovery of mammalian remains was made about 1830 in some 


* For a detailed account and section of this 
borehole, see Rtcoids, XXIII, :6i, (1890). 

* For detailed section see XVIU 


121, (i8Ss). 

* For detailed accounts, see T. Login, Quart 
Jour, Gcol. Soc., XXVIII, 198, (1872). 
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calcareous shoals of the Jumna ' The bones were chiefly found cemented 
together w ith substances of recent origin, such as fragments of weapons 
and boats, into a mass of concrete, chiefly formed of the kankar waslied 
from the riNci’s bank but in two cases the skeleton of an elephant was 
found preserved ill the ( lay. In one instance, in which the bones were 
clearly tn situ, they were found 4^ feet above the highest flood mark, 
and 80 feet below the summit of the clay cliff formed by the river, and 
there appears no reason to doubt that all the specimens found were 
originally denied from the clay. I he following species have been re- 
cognised * 


Semnoptthecusy sp. 

EUphas namadteus 
Mus, sp 

Hippopotamus {Titraprofodon) 
p ilcetndtcus 
Eq till St sp 


Sus, sp 

Bf>s (Bubalus' palcpindtcus. 
B( s, sp. 

Antilopet sp. 

Cei vuSt sp 

Fish and crocodile bones 


Tliiee of the species, all that have hitherto been specifically identified, 
are found 111 the Narbadd alluvium also, whilst the only genus not now 
found wild in India is Hippopotamus , the species belong, however, to the 
same subgenus as the living African animal. The evidence is not 
sufficient to justify any decided conclusions, except that the Jumna clays 
must have been deposited m the same posttertiary epoch as the Naibacli 
alluvium, but so far as the specific identifications go, they tend to indicate 
that the Jumna fossils are newer than the Narbada remains, as the extinct 
type Hexaproiodon and the foreign form Bos namadicus have not been 
recognised amongst the former. 

Some bones were also found in the Betwd river in Bundclhkand and 
the Bugioti between Mirz^pur and Chanir,* but the) have not been 
identified. 


Before proceeding further a few wwds are requisite in explanation 
of a word which it will be found necessary to use occasionally in the 
following pages and of four Hindi terms applied in the Ganges valley to 
particular kinds of alluvial surface which require notice, because they wdll 
be found freely used, and because, with perhaps one exception,** they have 
no precise equivalents in English. 

To Anglo-Indians it is quite unnecessary to explain the meaning of 
the term kankar y but the explanation may be of sorre use to European 


* Sergeant E Dean, Jour, As»Soc Beng IV, 
fl6l, (1835). See also Falconer, Quart, Jour, 
Ceol, Soc , XXI, 377, (1865), Palaeontological 
Memoirs, 11, p. 640. 

^ Several are figured, Jour Ai,Soe Beng^y II 
pi. XXV, (1833); and IV, pi. xxxHi, (i835\ 


• Jour As, See, Beng , IV, 571 • (1835) 

^ The exception is khhdatt whicli corre- 
sponds to the English word strath The Eng- 
lish term is, however, local , its exact meaning 
is far from commonly known, and It is only 
used in hilly country. 
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students. The original signification of the word is gravel, the term being 
applied to any small fragments of rock, whether rounded or not. By 
Anglo-Indians, however, the name has been especially used for concre- 
tionary carbonate of lime, occurring, usually as nodules, in the alluvial 
deposits of the country, and especially in the older of these formations. 
The commonest form consists of small nodules of irregular shape, from 
half an inch to three or four inches in diameter, composed of tolerably 
compact carbonate of lime within and of a mixture of carbonate of lime 
and clay without.^ The more massive forms are a variety of calcareous 
tufa, which sometimes forms thick beds in the alluvium, and frequently 
fills cracks in the alluvial deposits, or in older rocks.* In the bods 
of streams immense masses of calcareous tufa are often found forming 
the matrix of a conglomerate, of which the pebbles are derived from 
the rocks brought down by the stream. There can be no doubt that 
tlic kankar nodules, calcareous beds, and veins are all deposited from water 
containing in solution carbonate of lime, derived either from the decomposi- 
tion of the debris of older rocks of various kinds, or else from fragments of 
limestone and other calcareous formations contained in the alluvium. 

Bhdbar is the slope of gravel along the foot of the Himalayas. »Com. 
pared with the slopes in the dry regions of Central Asia, Tibet, Turkistdn, 
Persia, etc,, the gravel deposits at the foot of the great Indian rang<s 
are insignificant, the difference in height between the top and bottom of 
the slope nowhere exceeding i,ooo feet. This difference is probably partly 
due to the much greater rainfall in India, and to streams being consequently 
able to carry away a much larger proportion of the detritus washed from the 
surface of the hills, partly also to the circumstaime that the rocks in the 
lower regions of the hills are not subjected to the loosening effects of frost. 

Streams issuing from the Himalayan ranges lose a part, or the whol(-, 
of their water by percolation through the gravel in the bhdbar region, 

* The following ana’yses will give a fair idea of the usual composition of nodular kankar: — 

([ I, Ghazi'pur, Prinsep, "Glean^ 5 c*.” 111,278, (1831) ; 2, 3, 4, Ranfganj, Dejoux, 5 c- 
cords, VII, 123, (*874) 5, Barinuri 6, Rdinnagar 7, Sanktoria, ali near 

R^m'ganj, Tween, ibid j— 8, 9 » Saharanpur, Thomson, Rurki Treatise on Civil 
Engineering, I, p, I15.] 

1 » 3 4 5 7 a 


<Jarbt)nate of lime . 
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SC 

65-4 
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. 33’ 

30* 
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Water and organic 

37 

3*3 
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Silica . 
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Insoluble , . 

40’« 

30*4 

37*3 
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* See the account by Captain E. Smith of Soc. Beitg,, II, 622, (1833) ; also Newbold, Jour. 
the kankar in the Jumna alluvium, Jour. As. Roy. As. 5 of., VIII, 258, (184O). 
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The whole tract in its original condition is covered with high forest, in 
which the sill (S/iorea robusta) prevails. At the base of the slope, much 
oi the water which has percolated the gravel re-issues in the form of 
spiings, the ground is marshy, and high grass replaces the forest I'his 
tract is the tardt^ a term not unfrequently applied to the whole forest clad 
slope at the base of the Himalayas, known also as motuvg in Nepdl. 



Fig 22 — Diagram illusitrating the relations of Bhkhar and TaiAt. 

Ihe alluvial plain itself, in the North-West Provinces especially, Is com- 
posed of bhcUigar or high land, the flat of older alluvium, now at a consid" 
erable elevation above the rivers which ti averse it. and khddar or low 
land, the low plain through wdiich each river flow's. 1 he latter has 
evidently been cut out from the foimer by the streams. It is of variable 
width, and is annually flooded. 

In the upper piovinces the high banks of the rivers arc frequentl) 
capped by the hills of blown sand, know n in the North-West Proviiu es 
as bhiir. This is the extreme form of a rather important element 
in the formation of Indian river channels, and the same lesuU in a less 
marked form may be traced in a rather sandy, raised bank, along the 
course of many laigc livers down to the limits of tidal action in the 
deltas. In the lower paits of the river plains this bank, which is above the 
flood level and is usually selected for village sites, intervenes between 
the river channel proper and the marshy ground liable to annual floods 
on each side, the communication between the two latter being kept up by 
numerous creeks. The origin of the bhur land, or raised bank, is the 
following. During many months of the year, and especially in the hot 
season, strong winds aiise, frequently of a very local character, and some- 
times apparently almost conhned to the river channels. 'Ihese, in the dry 
season, are plains of loose sand, often two or three miles across and some- 
times w'ider, of which the river usually occupies not more than a fouith. 
The wind on the Indus and Ganges frequently blows in nearly the same 
direction as the river channel. Such winds are especially prevalent about 
midday and in the afternoon, and their effect in transporting the sands of 
the river bed is so great that the atmosphere becomes too thick for 
objects a few yards distant to be seen. All who have been in the habit of 
navigating Indian rivers must have noticed the prevalence of these sand 
storms. They are so marked that, where large sand banks exist to wdnd w ard 
of the river, it is often impracticable for vessels to continue their 
course, except in the morning oefore the wind arises, or in the 
evening, when the motion of the air has diminished. Much of the sand 
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raised by the wind falls again in the bed of the river, but quantities must 
fall upon the banks in the immediate neighbourhood, where the deposit is 
retained by vegetation and gradually consolidated into a firm bank. It 
is only where the quantity of sand is greater that blown sand hills arc 
formed. The original raising of the river bank to the flood level is due to 
the deposition of silt in a manner whirh will be explained presently when 
treating of deltaic accumulations, but the elevation of the immediate 
neighbourhood of the river bed above the reach of the highest floods is 
due to the deposit of sand by the wdnd. 


To enter at length into the various peculiarities of land surface^ which 
are found in diff(Tent parts of the great plain of norlhiirn India would be 
far beyond the scope of the present work. A brief account of the principal 
characters must suflice. The whole region may b(‘ rougldy divided into 
five great tracts, each possessing marked peculiarities. Iheseare, com- 
mencing to the eastward : — 

1. The Brahmaputra valley in Assam. 

2. The delta of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. 

3. The plains of upper Bengrd and tl»e North-Wesi Provinces. 

4. The Punjab. 

5. The lower Indus valley and delta. 


The Assam valley is a gigantic kkddnr^ or strath, the greater portion 
being liable to flooding and consequently not in a habitable state. There, 
are, however, higher tracts here and there, sometimes mere mounds, 
rising a little above the general level, and sometimes small plains,* w'hich 
may be considered as representing the extensive bhdngar of the Gangetic 
plain. Along the foot of the hills are gravel deposits, but they do not 
appear to be very extensive* 

Tlie quantity of silt carried down by the Brahmaputra is very great, 
far greater than in the Ganges. The comparative backwardness of the 
river valley, as showm by the small amount of habitable land, is sur- 
prising, since it is evident that the river is occupied in rapidly raising its 
plain by deposits of silt, and the necessary inference is that the alluvial 


^ The following papers may be consulted for 
fuller accounts : 

For Assam — Memoirs, IV, 437, (1865) ; VII, 
ISS, (1869). 

For Lower Bengal and tlie delta — Mr. Fer- 
gusson’s paper, Quart, Jour, Geol. Soc., XIX, 
321, (1863); als ) Colebrooke, As, Res., VII, 

I, (1801) ; and Rennell, PA< 7 . Trans,, LXXI, 87, 

(rySi). 

For the plains of Upper India — Records, VI, 
9,(1873); Sir P. Cautley, Ganges Canal, Lon- j 


don, i860, I, pt. ii; Falconer, Quatt, Jour, 
Geol. Soc,, XXI, 372, (1865); Login, Qujtt. 
Jour, Geol. Soc,, XXVm,iS 6 , ^1872) ; H. B. 
Medlicott, Records, XIV , 20 $, (»88i);XVI, 
205,(1883); XVm, II2, (1885). 

For the Punjab— Sketch of the Geology, 
Punjab Gazetteer, Provincial volume, 1889. 
p. 22. 

Memoirs^ IV, 438, (1865). One of these 
plains is described by Major Godwin-Austen, 

^jour. Ah, Soc, Beng., XLIV, pt. ii, 40, (1875). 



440 


GFOI OCV OF INDfA— -INDO-GAXCETIC P\ A!\. 


[01iap.xvn. 

plain of Assam, in its present form, is not only of later d/ite than the 
Gangetic plain, but absolutely newer than many portions of the Ganges 
(lelta.^ The difference may be due to a depression of the lower part of 
the Brahmaputra valley in Assam, to an elevation of the delta, or to a 
great increase in the supply of water. The second theory is distinctly 
disproved by the general evidence of subsidence in the delta, and the 
third is improbable ; the evidence is therefore rather in favour of the 
Brahmaputra valley in Assam having been an area of subsidence in a 
relatively late geological period. As will be shown presently, there is 
some additional evidence in favour of this view within the delta itself. 

The limits of the delta, or the places where the rivers first bifurcate and 
commence to give off disturbances, are between Rijmahdl and Murshid^bdd 
0*1 the Ganges, and on the Brahmaputra opposite the south-west corner of 
the Gdro hills. But for a considerable distance above the actual delta the 
rivers flow through a broad plain of low ground, a large area of which is 
liable to flooding, and consequently to the deposition of silt. The delta is, 
in fact, the natural continuation of the kkdeiar, or alluvial flat in the upper 
portion of the rivei^s course, and this kMdar becomes broader before it 
expands into the delta. 

By far the best description of the Ganges delta, of the changes it is 
undergoing, and of the action of the rivers in raising the land by the 
deposition of silt, is that of Mr. Fergusson.® He has shown that rivers 
oscillate in curves, the extent of which is directly proportional to the 
quantity of water flowing down the channel. Thus, the oscillations of the 
Ganges where broadest (7,000 feet in the low season) between Monghyr and 
Rdjmahil, average 9i miles in length; where it contains less water, and is 
only half the breadth (3,500 feet), between Allahdbid and Chan^r, the 
oscillations are 3 7 miles long; in the Bhdgiiathi, where it averages 1,200 feet 
in breadth, the length of the oscillations is 1*5 miles ; and in the Mit^bh^ng^, 
where only 500 feet broad, the length of each oscillation becomes only half a 
mile.® The next point which he notices is well known, the tendency of 
rivers to raise their banks, but the explanation is partly noveh When the 
whole country is covered with water, moving rapidly towards the sea in 
the river channels, and stationary throughout the intervening marshes, the 
dead w^ater of the marshes prevents the floods of the rivers from break- 
ing out of the channels, and, by stopping the course of the silt charged 
water along the edges of the creeks and streams, forces it to deposit the 

* For a full discussion see Fergosson, Quart, hdti to be only about 100 feet sbove the 
Jour. Geol. Soc,^ XIX, 330, (1863). It should, sea, instead of 163, the maximum flood-level 
however, be noticed that Mr. Fergusson was led since determined by the Great Trigonome- 
by some published barometrical observations, trical Survey. 

now shown to have been insufficient, to suppose » Quart. Jour. Geol. Soe., XIX, 321 -54, (1863). 
the level of the Brahmaputra valley at Gau- « Quaft. Jour. Geol Si/r., XIX, 324 (1863). 
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sediment it has in suspension. Hence gradually arises a system of river 
channels, traversing the country ‘in many directions, between banks which 
are higher than the intervening flats, and these flats form persistent 
marshes, known in the (3anges delta as jhils or bhils} 

Each river frequently changes its precise course, the smallest alteration 
in its channel having an effect which is felt for many miles above and 
below. So that, just as the oscillations of a denuding stream produce 
a low alluvial flat between high banks, the curves of a depositing river 
gradually form a high alluvial flat, raised above the surrounding country. 
In course of time this raised tract is abandoned by the main river for the 
lower ground at the side, and the river bed is either filled up by silt or, 
if near the sea, converted into a tidal creek. 

The present Bengal delta, therefore, comprises a large area in which 
tlie ground has been raised above the general flood level, through having 
been traversed by the main branches of the Ganges in past times. Such 
is the case in the country north of Calcutta, 4 he eastern part of the 
delta is more backward, the marshes^ or jhils^ are more extensive, and tne 
banks of .the streams less consolidated, and this is now the great deposit- 
ing area, But large tracts of , low country, such as the salt lake near 
Calcutta, arc found in the western area also. The remarkable struggle 
which takes placebetween the Ganges and Brahmaputra, each tending, 
by raising the neighbourhoo<l of its channel, to drive back the other, and 
to gain possession of ci larger tract of delta, is most vividly told by 
Mr. Fergusson, but is too long for extract here, Mr Fergusson refers 
many of tlie more modern changes in the delta to the upheaval of the e.e- 
vated tract known as the Midhupur jungle, which had the effect of divert- 
ing the Brahmaputra to the eastward into the Sylhet where the silt of 

the river was deposited. The result was that scarcely any sediment found 
its w’ay to the sea by the Meghnd, the great estuary of all the Sylhet livers, 
and hence the sea face of the delta to the eastward curves back in the form 
of a gulf. The gap was much greater at the commencement of the present 
century, but about that time the Brahmaputra having, by the deposit of silt, 
greatly raised the portion of the Sylhet jhils into which it flowed 
changed its course completely in the course of a few years, and instead 
of flowing to the east of the Mddhupur jungle, cut out a new channel to 
the west of the raised tract. Since its change, of course, the Brahmaputra 
has been brought much nearer to the main stream of the Ganges, and 
the two rivers are now depositing silt so rapidly on the eastern sea facn 
of the delta, that great changes are taking place, and new islands are 
rapidly forming, whilst the western portion of the deltaic coast line, 
through which but a small portion of the flood water of the great rivers 
finds its way to the sea, has undergone but little change since it was 
first surveyed in the last century. 

* 'lha former term ia Hindi, the latter Bengali. 
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in the sea outside the middle of the delta there is a singularly deep 
area, known and marked on charts as the Swatch of no ground,’' in 
which the soundings, which are fiom 5 to 10 fathoms all around, change 
almost suddenly to 200 and even 300 fathoms. This lemarkable depres- 
sion runs north and south, and has been referred to a local sinking, but 
it appears moie probable, as has been shown by Mr, Fergusson, that the 
sediment is carried away from the spot, and deposition prevented, by the 
.strong currents engendered by a meeting of the tides from the east and 
west coasts of the Bay of Bengal. Mr Fergusson also show's that, so 
long as the Bay of Bengal has preserved its present form,^ the meeting of 
the tides must have favouied the formation of a spit of sand along the 
piesent position of the Sundarbans, as the lower poition of the Ganges 
delta is called, and that any great deposit of silt to seaward of the 
present line is impeded by the fine sediment being washed away by the 
tidal currents, and deposited in the deeper parts of the Bay. 

In spite of all that has been written on this subject the origin of the 
swatch of no ground has by no means been cleared up A very similar 
depression has been showm to exist in the bed of the shallow sea off the 
Indus delta and the cause in both cases has probably been the same, a 
combination of an excess of subsidence with a deficiency of sedimentation, 
the latter due to the action of surface currents in sweeping away the silt- 
laden waters. It is not in accordance with what we know to suppose that 
at such depths as we are there dealing with, there can be any currents of 
sufficient velocity to account for the depression b) actual erosion. 

The chief point in the above theory to which exception migh*^ be taken 
is the question of whether the elevation of the Madhhupur jungle is suffi- 
ciently recent to account for the changes in the course of the Brahmaputia 
river. This tract of country is composed of a red, iron stained, clayey soil, 
in which accummulations of pisolitic concretions of oxide of iron are found 
and worked in places as an iron ore. The clay is of the same type pre- 
cisely as the older alluvium of the Brahmaputra and lower Ganges valleys. 
There seems little room for doubt that this is really a region of special ele- 
vation, for were w^e to suppose that it is part of the old surface of the delta, 
left standing at its former level w'hile the surrounding area was depressed, 
the height of its giound level, W'hich rises to 100 feet above the general 
level of the delta outside tlie M^dhupur jungle, w'ould necessitate a much 
greater extension of the delta into the Bay of Bengal than there seem’^ 
any ground for supposing to have ever been the case. The steeply scarped 
western face and the gentle fall to the level of the delta on the east show 

* This is probably not so old as pliocene, | since the close of the Siwalik epoch, that 
because such gigantjc di!>turbanco has taken the shape of the northern part of the Bay of 
place throughout the Assam hills ai.d Aiakan, Bengal must have changed gready. 
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that the elevated area must once have been more extensive than it now is 
and that the western half has been washed away by the rivers that im- 
pinged upon it, while the deeply eroded undulating nature of its surface 
shows that it has been raised above the flood level of the rivers and so 
subject to denudation for too long a period to make it probable that 
the diversion of the Brahmaputra river to the east was entirely due its 
elevation. 

Whether the elevation of the Mddhupur jungle was anterior to, or con- 
temporaneous with, the depression, which it is difficult to suppose has not 
taken place in the area occupied by the Sylhet jhils, it is impossible to 
say, but the latter would in itself have been suflicient to account for the 
diversion of the Brahmaputra to the east of the Mddhupur jungle, and was 
probably its principal determining cause. 

An interesting point to determine in this connection is the date of 
origin of the delta of the Ganges. Reference has already been made to 
the fact that the plateau of the Assam range forms structurally part of 
the Peninsula of India, and to the presence of nxks of peninsular type 
north of the Brahmaputra valley. Moreover, the upper tertiary deposits 
south of the Assam range differ from those at the foot of the Himalayas, 
so far as the latter are known, in being partly of marine origin, and as 
will be sho^^n further on, the formation of the depression occupied by 
the Gangetic alluvium was mo^t probably an integral part of the oper- 
ations which resulted in the elevation of the Himalayas. In the same 
way it is probable that the transverse depression, through which the Gan- 
getic drainage now finds its way to the sea, may have; been formed at the 
close of the tertiary period pari passu with the elevation of the 'I'ipperah 
hills. 

There is some direct evidence in favour of the more recent origin of 
the Gangetic outlet in the presence of closely allied species of dolphins 
in the Ganges and Indus rivers, of a very different generic type from the 
cetacean inhabiting the Irawadi. These two species must be descended 
from a common ancestor which acquired a fresh water habitat, and the 
differentiation of the Indus and Gangetic species have arisen from a sub- 
sequent separation of the drainage areas. ^ The changes in the course of 
the drainage over what is now the watershed region, which will be referred 

* The occurrence of allied forms of porpoise gained access in communication with the 
or dolphin in the Ganges and Indus, and the other stream. Crocodiles and river tortoises 
circumstance that the peculiar genus living in can live for a long time out of water, and have 
these rivers is unknown elsewhere (the ceta- considerable powers of migration on land, 
cean inhabiting the . Irawadi being of a very but dolphins are confined to the rivers, and 
different generic type) have attracted the could neither live in a shallow pool, nor 
attention of naturalists already. The ova and traverse dry land. The existence, therefore, 
young of fish are not difficult of transport, and of closely allied species, doubtless derived 
a very trifling accident might place a pool ol from a common ancestor, in two distinct 
water to which the fish of one river have rivers, is a very sinking fact, Mr. Murray 
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to further on, tlioiigli th(*y opened wah r comnniiiic ation between the Indus 
and Ganges rivers, probably did so only in the torrential region, which is 
not frequented by the dolphins, and the difference existing between the 
two species indicates a more prolonged separation than couM have been 
the case had there been migration from one drainage area to the other, 
when they weie pul into communication with each other by the wanderings of 
the rivers near the present limits of thetv\o drainage areas. We are conse- 
quently driven to suppose, either that the two closely allied species originated 
independently of each other, which is extremely improbable to say the least, 
or that the great bulk of (he Himdlayan drainage once found its way to the 
sea by a single delta, instead of two, and this must have been either at the 
head of the Arabian sea, or of the Bay of Bengal. The indications of the 
sea having extended up the Indus valley within the recent period, and the 
absence of any similar indicat’ons in the delta of the Ganges, make it 
probable that the former was the original outlet of the drainage, and that 
the formation of the gap between the Rijmahal and Garo hills, and of 
the Gangetic delta, is geologically of recent date. 

On the western edge of the delta in Bengal there is a large area of 
older alluvium, whose surface is slightly undul iting, evidently in conse- 
quence of denudation. This tract, which is continuous with the alluvial 
area of the east coast, comprises the greater portion of the country to the 
w'estward of the Bhdgirdthi and Hughli, and probably owes its comparative 
elevation to the deposits fiojnthe Mor, Adjai, and Dimodar rivers. 


The great plain of Northern India is the area of an alluvial deposit older 
than that of the delta, and the greater portion of the area is composed of 
bhdngarXzxi^^ through which the livers cut their khdiiar valleys at depths 
of from 50 to 200 feet below the general level. 'Ihe bhdngar surface, as 
a rule, is nearly flat, but io much cut up by ravines in the neighbourhood 
of the rivers. 

The question as to whether the great livers are on the wdiole, raising their 


(Geographical Distribution of Mammals, 
p 213) proposed an ingenious hypothesis to 
account for the phenomenon. He considered 
that the plain of upper Inaia was once an 
arm of the sea, that it was cut off by the ri>e 
of the coast in Sind and Cutch, and gradually 
converted into a brackish, and then a fresh 
water lake, discharging itself by the Ganges, 
that meantime the marine dolphins inhabiting 
the sea had gradually becoms adapted to the 
changed conditions, and had in fact become 
Platanista. He then supposes that the 
Ganges was cut off from the lake, which over* 
flowed again, and this time into the Arabian 


Sea, the dolphins of the Ganges and Indus 
being specialised during the change It would 
be unnecessary to refer to this hypothesis,vvhirh 
of course is little more than a suggestion, but 
for the large amount of support the idea has 
received from naturalists. It is of cour-^e 
foreign to the purpose of the present work to 
discuss the genesis of Platanista^ but, as wilt 
be shown, the geological phenomena of the 
Indo-Gangetic plain do not bear out Mr, 
Murray’s hypothesis, which, it should be stated, 
was never proposed as a geological theory, but 
merely as illustrative of the possible mode of 
origin of allied species. 
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beds by a deposit of siltj or cutting their channels deeper, has been much 
discus^ed without leading to any definite conclusions. The abrupt scarps 
by which the bhdngar is not unfrequently terminated, and the defined 
limits of the , clearly prove that the latter has been at some time or 

other an area of denudation, but it is not easy to tell whether, at the pre- 
sent time in any giNen stream, the tendency is to raise or lower the 
general khddar level. It is also by no means so evident, as might at 
first sight be supposed, whether the hhdn^ar land generally is an area of 
denudation or of deposition, although this can, as a rule, be easily seen 
in each particular area. Thus the minor hill streams from the lower ranges 
of the Himalayas between the Sutlej and Jumna must deposit sediment, for 
they cease within the area, whilst between the Jumna and the Ganges nu- 
merous streams rise in the bhdngar^ and they must be denuding agents. 
In the neighbourhood of the khddar^ bhdn^ar land is frequently cut into 
by ravines, which prove conclusively that the surface of the country is being 
washed away, but all such marks of rain action cease at no great distance 
from the low ground, and the principal secondary streams, instead of run- 
ning from the upland bhdngar by the nearest route, at right angles, or 
nearly at right angles to the main river, usually pursue a nearly parallel 
course down the middle of each dodb^ or triangular area between two 
principal streams. 

As the velocity of the rivers where they leave the hills is much greater 
than in the alluvial plains, there must, so long as diminution takes place in 
velocity of the water when the river is carrying as much earthy matter as 
it can transport, be a continuous deposition of detritus, and a gradual 
raising of the area flooded by the stream. This is the case even in the larger 
rivers which carry a considerable body of w^ater at all times, while the 
effect of the small streams, which dry up more or less for a great’portion 
of the year, but are converted into muddy torrents charged with coarse 
sediment during the heavy rains of the summer monsoon, is necessarily to 
raise the surface of each doah^ especially in the neighbourhood of the 
hills, and to produce floods from which finer sediment is deposited on the 
surface of the bhdngar land. Whether the addition thus produced is, on 
the whole, greater than the wasting of the surface from rain is a question 
which it is impossible to decide throughout a great part of the country. 

One question, which presents itself, is the necessity of accounting 
for the rivers now cutting their channels at a level considerably below 
that of the alluvial bhdngar flat, because this fiat must, at all events 
in the neighbourhood of the khddar^ have been deposited by streams 
from the same drainage area, at a period when the main river ran 
at a comparatively higher level. The change may be due to a general 

‘ A Persian word, meaning * two waters,’ and | well as to the land intervening between them, 
applied to the confluence of two rivers, as { 
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elevation of the upper Gangetic plain, or to a depression in the deltaic 
region. Of the former there is no evidence, of the latter, as shown by 
the result of the Calcutta borehole, there is ample proof, and it is there- 
fore quite possible that in early posttertiary times, when the animals 
lived, whose remains are found in the Jumna alluvium, the area of the 
Ganges delta had been raised to a considerably higher level than it occu- 
pies at the present time. Colonel Greenwood has shown^ that the deposit 
of silt in river valleys must take place backw'ard, that the lowest portion 
of the slope must be first raised, and that the check thus given to the flow ot 
water wdll cause silt to be deposited, so as to raise the alluvial plain further 
up the course of the river, and if no change of level takes place, the gra- 
dual elevation of the Ganges delta by silt deposit will ultimately react on 
the higher portions of the valley until the rivers once more deposit allu- 
vium on the high bhdii^ar land, prov ded always that this has not been 
raised so much as to render the slope too great for the rivers to be 
depositing agents. 

One point of interest has been explained by Mr. Fergiisson in the 
paper so often mentioned. A glance at the map will show that the 
Ganges from Allahiib^d to Rdjmah^l, and the Jumna from Delhi to Alla- 
hdbdd, flow close to the southern margin of the great alluvial plain This 
is due to the enormous quantity of silt brought dow n by the Himalayan 
rivers, and the compaiatively small supply furnished by those streams 
which debouch into the Ganges valley from the southward. The northern 
portion of the plain has con^quently been raised, and the main drainage 
of the whole lorced to find its way as close to the hills of the southern 
margin as it can During this process the courses of the tributary rivers 
running from the northward have been driven w'estward, and the con- 
fluence of these tributaries with the main stream ol the Ganges has been 
shifted upwards along the course of the main river, owing to the tendency 
of the streams to deposit silt in the neighbourhood of the delta. 

The bhdbar slope of gravel along the foot of the Himalayas, although 
evidently of comparatively recent formation, has frequently, to the east- 
w'ard, been cut into terraces by the streams from the hills.® T his is a 
necessary consequence of the streams cutting deeper channels in the rocks 
of the hilly ground. It is curious to note, however, that to the westward 
the bhdbar is being raised instead of being cut thiough by streams. It is 

• Rain and Rivers, 2nd ed., London, 1866, bated the gra/el to a beach deposit, and the 

PP* * 73 ) etc. valleys to marine denudation. There has 

* Hooker, Himalayan Journals, I St ed., Lon- been since a great revoljtion in those por- 
don, 1854, 1 , p. 378 (larger edition). Dr. Hooker tions of geological dynamics which treat of 
very naturally, writing forty years ago, when the action of rivers and the sea, and especially 
the study of river action was in its infancy, and in the views held, by English geologists at 
when nearly all great deposits and all extensive least, on the comparative amount of work 
denudations were supposed to be marine, attri- done by the two agents. 
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not known how far this difference is due to the greater rainfall to the 
eastward, and to the streams being consequently able to carry away the 
gravel as they cut down their bed in the rock, whereas weaker streams are 
prevented from cutting back their channels by their inability to wash 
away the gravel they have already deposited. There have doubtless 
been alterations of the gradients of the stream beds through recent 
upheaval or depression of the surface, and that these would have as much 
iiilluence on the present action of the streams where they cross the bhdbar 
zone as the rainfall. 

In connection with the surface of the upper provinces another peculiar 
local feature requires explanation. Many tracts of land in the Indo- 
Gangetic alluvial plain are rendered W'orthless for cultivation by an 
efflorescence of salt, known in the North-West Provinces as rchy 
and further w’est as kalar (kullar). The name iisnr, meaning barren, is 
frequently applied to land thus affected. The salt varies in composition ; 
it consists chiefly of sulphate of soda mixed with more or less common 
salt and carbonate of soda ; it is only found in the drier parts of the 
country, being unknown in damper regions, such as Bengal. 

The plains have existed for an unknown time. Where, the i ch 
or kalar is abundant, the water in the upper stratum is impregnated to 
an extent that is productive of serious injuiy to the health of the po[)ula- 
tion. To a greater or less extent this pollution of the water near the 
surface is general throughout Upper India, yet sweet water is obtainable, 
in the wov3t reh tracts, at depths below 6o to 8o feet. 

It is consequently clear that the impregnation of the soil is superficial, 
and as the upper deposits are demonstrably of fresh water formation, they 
must originally have been comparatively free from impurities. Still all soils 
contain some salt, and all the water draining from soils is impregnated to 
a certain extent. The salts forming reh or kalar appear to be the refuse 
products, and to consist of such substances, resulting from the various pro- 
cesses involved in the decomposition of rock, or of detritus derived from 
rock, and the formation of soil, as are not assimilated by plants. Unless 
these salts are removed they must accumulate, and the natural process of 
removal is evidently by rain water, percolating through the soil and carry- 
ing off any injurious excess of the rejected salts. If the amount of w'ater be 
sufficient, and through drainage exists, there will be a constant dilution and 
renewal of the subsoil water, but if the w^ater reaching the subsoil can only 
be dissipated by evaporation during the dry season, salts will accumulate in 
such subsoil water, and as this w'ater is brought to the surface by capillary 
action, and evaporated, the salts held in solution will be left as an 
efflorescence on the surface of the ground. 

That the composition of reh does not differ greatly from that of the 
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salts produced by the decomposition of such rocks as have contributed by 
their disintegration to the formation of the alluvial plains of Indlia, is shown 
by the composition of the river water ' funning from the Himalayas, the 
mountains from which the detritus, now forming the plains of India, was 
originally derived. 

In the case of Upper India it is easy to understand how the destruc- 
tion of the conditions necessary for cultivation has been established, 
and it is by no means improbable that a similar process has, in other 
parts of the world, changed countries, once fertile and populous, into 
barren deserts. The whole country is treeless. For a great part of the 
year a scorching sun and a parching wind dry up the moisture in the 
ground, rendering it hard and impervious to water. When the rains of the 
monsoon season fall, a large proportion of die water runs off the surface, 
and the earth is unable to ab&orb more than a portion of what remains. 
Thus a great part is evaporated without penetrating the ground. The little 
that does percolate through cracks, and in a zig-zag way, through the 
more porous layers to the upper water stratum, is no more than siiflicienl 
to replace what has been dissipated by evaporation, fed by capillaiy 
action. 

This more oi less complete want of water circulation in the subsoil 
must have been gradually producing its effects in Upper India throughout 
many generations. The natural process is so slow that it would escape 
notice were it not that from time to time larger tra( ts of land become 
barren. A disturbing cause has, however, been introduced in the form 
of great irrigation canals. Their immediate effect is to raise the level 
of the rch polluted subsoil water, and thus to produce a great increase ol 
evaporation, with the natural result of more reh being left on the sur- 
face, and more land being thrown out of cultivation. It is impossible 
to enter at length into the subject here, but it may be stated that, as all 
canal w^ater contains salts in solution, whilst rain water contains none, the 
only change in conditions, so far as the concentration of salts in the soil is 
concerned, by the addition of canal irrigation, unless facilities for drainage 
of the subsoil water are also provided, must be the addition of all the 
refuse salts contained in the canal w^ater to those which would be pro- 
duced on the surface by the simple action of rain and evaporation. 

South and west of Delhi and west of Agra, brine is obtained in places 
from wells in the alluvium. No particulars have been recorded which 

» In several analyses of river and canal water in tth. Sec Scl, Rec, India, D, P, W,, 

from the Ganges and Jumna, the proportion No. XLII, p. 47, (1864). An able and de- 
of sulphate of soda varied from 0*0914 to tailed account of the origin, composition and 
0*43^5 pftrt in 10,000; chloride of sodium mode of concentration of the reh salts by Mr. 
from 0*0023 to 0*15 part. The propor»Ion of W. Center, m.b., will be found in Record:^, 
the two to each other t$ similar to tlul found XUl, 2^3—273. (idSd). 
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explain the occurrence of salt in these localities. The case is similar 
to that already mentioned in the Puma valley in Rerar. The distribu. 
tion of the salt producing ground appears irregular, and this is in favour 
of the salt being derived from springs in the rock beneath the alluvium. 

The plains intersected by the five great rivers which combine to form 
the lower Indus are not, as a rule, simply divided into hhdtigar and khddar 
like the plains of the North-^West Provinces. Owing probably to the 
greater fall in the Punjab rivers, their deposits are very sandy, and this 
character tends to diminish the pluvial denudation of the surface by allow- 
ing the water to sink into the soil. The action of winds upon the sand 
of the river, the formation of hhur land, and the elevation of the ground in 
the neighbourhood of the river banks above the intervening tracts, through 
the deposition of blown sand, are exhibited in the Punjab to a greater 
extent than in the Gangetic plain. 

To the south-east the limits of the Punjab alluvium are difficult to 
trace, owing to the manner in which both alluvium and rock are concealed 
by blown sand. The same is the case throughout the eastern margin of 
the Indus alluvial plain in Sind. 

The ancient geography of the Punjab is far better known than, that of 
most parts of India, partly because the civilisation of north-western India 
is older than that of other parts of the country, but still more because of 
the accurate descriptions given by Greek writers of the Indian campaigns 
of Alexander the Great. It is consequently possible to form some idea of 
the principal alterations which have taken place in the course of the last 
2,000 years, in the channels of the great Punjab rivers, but our best guide un- 
fortunately fails us at the most critical point, Alexander never penetrated 
to the eastward beyond the land of the five rivers, and there is but little 
except vague tradition to tell whether the present tributaries of the Jndus 
have ever flowed into the Ganges, or those of the Ganges into the 
Indus. Yet it is certain that in no part of the great Indo-Gangetic plain 
have more important changes taken place since the’ dawn of history than 
in the neighbourhood of the watershed belwe'en the Indus and Ganges, 

An inspection of the map accompanying this chapter will show a 
dried up river channel, w^hich can be traced from the neighbourhood of 
Sirsd into connection wdth the eastern Narra in Sind, and local tradition 
states that this was formerly occupied by a flowing river. At present this 
charnel is dry, except in its upper part, where it periodically carries, for 
a greater or legs distance, the flood waters of the minor streams which 
drain the outer Himalayas between the Sutlej and the Jumna. The origin 
of the channel is situated at the junction of the alluvial fans of the Sutlej 
and Jumna, as is shown by the course of the minor drabiage channels, and 
there are abandoned river courses leading from it in the direction of the 
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debouchures of these two rivers from the hills. There ran be no room for 
doubt that, vsithin the period known geologically as recent, this river 
channel carried a flowing stream to the sea, and there is some evidence, 
apart from oral tradition, to show that its drying up took place within the 
historical period. 

The Muhammadan historians of the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
uniformly Speak of the combined Sutlej and Bias rivers, now known as 
the Garrah or Sutlej, as the Biyah, a nomenclature which is also employed 
in the Hindu annals of Jaisalmcr. This retention of the name of tha 
smaller of the tw'o rivers for the combined waters, where there is no 
superior sanctity to lecomnicnd it, shows that the rivers must have received 
their actual names at a period when the Sutlej did not join the Bi^ls, 
but pursued an independent course, and the subsequent abandonment of 
the illogical nomenclature may be held to show that the alteration of the 
course of the Sutlej which took it into the Bids did not take place much 
before the eleventh century. Previous to this change it doubtless floned 
down what is now the dry river bed known as the Hdlcra or Wandan, and 
there is some evidence, though far from conclusive, that it followed this 
course as late as the-eleventh century of our eia^ 

The traditions of the Hindus point to a time when a large and sacred 
river, known as the Saraswati and described as ‘chief and purest of rivers 
flowing fiom the mountains to the sea,* pursued its course through the 
eastern Punjab. 1 he modern Saraswati is an insignificant stream fed by the 
drainage of the outer hills afone, becoming nearly dry in the hot season and 
losing itself in the sands of the RdjpiitAna desert. It is absurd to suppose 
that the language of the Vedas could have been applied, or th-'t any con- 
ceivable alteration of the rainfall could have made it applit able, to the 
Saraswati of the present day, and the most reasonable explanation is, 
as suggested by Mr. Fergusson, that the Saraswati was in fact the Jumna, 
which, in the Vedic period, pursued a westerly course to the sea, probably 
down the dry river channel jisst referred to.* It is certainly a suggestive 
fact in this connectionj that when the BrAhmaj’Utra changed its course 
through Bengal about the commencement of the present century and flowed 
west of the Mddhupur jungle to join the Ganges, the new channel was named 
Jamuna, a word etymologically identical with Jumna. On similar principles 
the old Saraswati, when it broke eastwards to join the Ganges, may have 
assumed the name Jamuna or, Jumna for its new' course, and if this ex- 
planation be correct, the Hindu legend that the Saraswati joins the 
Ganges at Praydg or Allah^bdd, is unwittingly a true statement of fact. 

Ihis bringing of the change in the course of the Jumna river, wdiich 

* See an interesting but anonymous article | C F. Oldham ; also ^our As. Soc. Beng., LV, 
in the Calcutta Bevuw, Vo* LiX, pp. i 29, j pt. ii, 322—43, (1887) 

(1874) understood to bo by Surgeon-Major I * Quart, your. Geol Soc, XIX, 348, (1863). 
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has indubitably taken place, down to so recent a date is interesting, for the 
change must have occurred previous lo the present distinction of khddar and 
bhdngary2i\\A if this distinction has been produced since the Aryan invasion 
the question naturally arises whether it may be due, not to movements of 
elevation or depression, but to the clearing of the land from forest, and the 
extension of cultivation in the plains, and more especially in the hills, 
wdiich, by allowing the rain to flow more quickly off the surface, would in- 
crease the erosive power of the rivers when in flood, and cause them to cut 
down their channels into the plains over which they formerly flowed. 


The surface of the Indus alluvium in upper Sind differs but little from 
that of the Punjab, a considerable portion of the area is annually flooded^ 
and the whole drainage of a great river being here, as in Assam, confined 
to a comparatively narrow tract, some permanent marshes of large size exist. 
The two most important marshy tracts are along the western edge of the 
valley from near Jacobabdd to the Manchhar lake near Sehwan, and along the 
eastern edge from Khairpur to below Umarkot. The latter is the channel 
considered by some the ancient course of the Sutlej. In the neighbour- 
hood of the Indus the ground is rather higher, having evidently been 
raised by the deposit of silt, aided doubtless by the action of the \yind on 


the sands of the river bed. 

Along the edge of the Kirtliar range, west of Sind, there is a well 
marked bhdbar slope of gravel, but the hr(‘adlh s<*klom exceeds one to 
two miles except where rivers run out of the range. This gravel slope 
IS absolutely barren, and, like other features in Sind geology, is more 
conspicuous on account of its bairenness. 

There is one singular feature in the Indus valley to which nothing 
parallel is to be found in the Gangctic area. The river between Sukkur 
and Rohri has cut its way through a low range of limestone hills, surround- 
ed on all sides by alluvial deposits. The eastern Narra, fed by the flood 
waters of the Indus, traverses an alluvial tract eastward of the hills. In 
fact, the circumstance that the flood waters of the Indus, both to the east 
and west, traverse plains at a lower level than the riverbed, is shown 
by the course of the canals, and great fears have been entertained that 
die Indus may desert its present channel and break out to the westward, 
through the plain in which Jacob^b^d is built, into the line of marshes 
already mentioned. The curious features of the tract are not even con- 
fined to the present river course, for at Aror, four miles south-east of Rohri, 
there is another gap in the limestone range, said, on what is believed to 
be good historical evidence, to have been the bed of the river rather more 
than nine centuries ago.‘ At that time the main stream is supposed to have 


* Cunningham, Ancient Geography of India, London, 1871, 1 , pp. 257 > 264, etc. 

2G 



452 


(jEOLOGV of INDIA— INUO-GANGEIIC PLAIN. [Ohap.XVn. 

traversed Sind considerably to the east of its present course ; it passed by the 
old city of Br^hmandbdd, and then probably ran southward by the Puran, an 
old river bed still existing, to the Kori creek, which was the principal mouth 
of the river. Tlie Indus ib said to have deserted its old bed at Aror for 
its present channel between Sukkur and Rohri, in consequence of an 
earthquake about A D. 962, and as Brdhman^b^d was also, in all probability 
destroyed by an earthquakel at some period prior to A.D. 1020, it is not im- 
possible that the two events were due to the same cause. The Indus is said 
to have deserted Brdhmandbdd at the time when the city was destroyed. All 
the details preserved, however, are so much mixed up with mythical inci^ 
dents that but little dependence can be placed upon them, and nearly all 
the circumstances mentioned are more or less open to dispute. It is 
questioned, for instance, whether Aror was ever situated on the Indus, 
and it is contended that Bukkur, a foi tress on an island in the river oppo- 
site Rohri and consequently in the channel now cut thioughthe lime&tone 
range, existed before the ninth century. Certainly, the channel through 
tjie hills at Aior is very iianow, and it is possible that it was never tia- 
versed by the main stream of the river, though the configuration of the 
ground supports the hypothesis that some stream has cut thiough the hills 
at the spot. Again, it is contended that Sehwan, the ancient Sindomana, 
was always on the Indus, and that consequently the main stream of the 
liver must have run in ancient times wheie it flows now. But, on the other 
hand, Alexander is said to have left the river, and marched to the neighbour- 
hood of Lirkhdna, and thence to Sehwdn, from which place he “marched 
back to the river.’^^ It may be fairly concluded that important changes 
have taken place in the course of the river, without feeling certain that 
the precise nature of these changes has been correctly ascertained. 

The accumulation of fluviatile deposits in the Indus plain, and the 
consequent elevation of the surface, is well seen in the neighbourhood of 
Umarkot, where, as has already been mentioned, the flood water from the 
Narra trickles through the sand hills forming the limit of the Indus allu- 
vium, and fills large hollow's between the ridges of sand. The level of 
the bottom of these hollows must have been, in all probability, at least as 
high as the general surface of the Indus plain at no distant date. 

During the floods, water leaves the Indus, and its tributary the Sutlej, 
as far up as Bahawalpur, and flows southward by the eastern Narra, which 
must be regarded as a distributary, although its waters now seldom' reach 
the sea. The true head of the delta, however, is generally considered to 


* Bellasis, ^our, Bombay Br Roy. As. Soc.^ 
V, 4 i 3 » 467. (1853). There is some doubt 
regarding the exact position of Brdhmandbdd. 
According to General Haig the ruins usually 
known by that name are those ot Mansurah, 


while he places the real Brdhmindb4d some 
seven miles to the north-east at a place now 
known as Depar. Jour. Roy. As Sh , now 
senes, XVI, 281, (1884) 

• Arrian . Anabasis,” VI, 16. 
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be a little above HaidarabJid, where the Phuleli stream leaves the river.' 
The channels of the delta frequently change, more frequently perhaps 
than in the case of the Ganges. The sea face is, in all probability, deter- 
mined by marine currents, and it is improbable that any great change is 
likely to take place through the deposit of sediment. 

The eastern part of the Indus delta now receives but little water from 
the river. It is said that a large area of country in the neighbourhood of 
the Kori mouth was depressed during the earthquake of 1819,® and that 
the great size of the Kori creek is due to the depression. A very large 
area north-west of the Kori creek is covered with salt, sometimes a foot 
or even more in thickness, deposited from sea water. 

In the neighbourhood of the sea the soil is usually argillaceous and 
firm, but in the upper part of the delta the whole surface is composed 
of loose micaceous sand with but little clay, and the rivers consequently 
have unusual facilities for changing their channels. The littoral portion 
of the delta is so low that a broad tract of country is always overflowed at 
spring tides, whilst the bottom of the sea in the neighbourhood of the coast 
is so shallow, and the slope outwards so gradual, that large vessels cannot, 
in nr>any places, come within sight of the land. A tract of country of variable 
width, but in places several miles broad, along the sea face of the dcUci, is 
annually flooded by the rise of the river, the water being kept higher than 
it would otherwise be by the influence of the south-west monsoon. 

- Reference has already been made to the Rann of Cutch, and it was 
pointed out that this tract of country is evidently an old marine gulf now 
silted up. A brief description of the area and its peculiarities may, 
however, be well added to theaccouir. of the Indus delta, which it adjoiiib 
to the eastward. 

The Rann^ consists of an immense marshy salt plain, scarcely above the 
sea level and stretching for 200 miles from east to west, and in place's 


• A very gfood description of the Indus delta 
has been given by Lieutenant T. G. Carles^, 
Jour. Roy. Ceog. Soc.^ VIII, 328, (1838), re- 
printed in Sol. Rec. Bombay Gout.^ XVII, 461- 
500, (1855). See also a memoir by Assistant 
Sur>reon J. F. Heddle, {ibid, p. 403). For the 
ancient changes in the delta of the Indus see 
also Cunningham, Ancient Geography of 
India, p. 283, etc, 

* It is stated by Carless, Jour. Roy. Geog. 
Soc.t VHI, 366, (1838), that the alluvial form- 
ations exposed on the bank of the Kori creek 
opposite Kotasir are, with the exception of 
the uppermost layers, broken up in confused 
masses, and inclined to the horizon at an angle 
of 30 or 40 degrees. The disturbance is attri- 


buted to the earthquake. It would be well 
however, that the sp it should be examined by 
an experienced geologist, as the vagaries of 
false bedding (or oblique lamination) in 
sands and silts deposited by the strong 
currents of an estuary, are very likely to 
mislead any one unaccustomed to the peculiar 
appearance of these deposits. 

* For a fuller description of the portion north 
of Cutch by Mr. Wynne see Memoirs, IX> 
14, (1872). See also Burnes, Travels in 
Bokhara 2nd ed., London, 1835, P- : 
Grant, Geol. Trans ^ 2nd series, V, 3181 
(1840); Frere, Jour. Roy. Geog. Soc , XL 
1 8i, (1870); Rogers, Quart. Jour. Ceol. Soc 
XXVI, ii8, (1870). 
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nearly loo from north to south. From the south-eastern extremity a low 
alluvial tract dividing Ahmaddbid from Kithidwir, and including an ex- 
tensive brackish water marsh called the Nal, connects the Rann with the 
head of the Gulf of Cambay. A very trifling depression, probably not 
amounting to 50 feet, would convert K^thi^wdr into an island, and even a 
smaller amount of sinking would suffice to isolate Cutch completely ; 
indeed, it is now an island during the prevalence of the south-west mon- 
soon, when the sea, raised by the wind, dams back the water brought into 
the Rann by the various rivers which diain into the flat from Rdjputana, 
Gujardt, and Cutch, in the same manner as the level of the creeks is raised 
in the Indus delta. At this time portions of the Rann aie seven feet under 
v\ater, but the average depth does not exceed five feet. The inundation 
lasts from July to the end of November, and portions of the surface, espe- 
cially a tiact to the westward near Sindii, depressed bj the earthquake of 
iSig, are constantly covered with walei. Below this water there is, in 
places, a bed of salt, sometimes as much as three or four feet in thickness. 

Thcie can be little doubt that the Rann was a gulf of the sea within 
lecent times. Not only do the traditions of the country all agree with 
this view, ^ but the present condition of the surface, an immense flat ot 
sandy mud, can only be explained by supposing that the tract is the site of 
an inlet, now silted up. The barren condition of the surface is due to 
flooding by salt water at one season, and hot diy weather at other times , 
the soil is consequent!}^ too salt to support even the vegetation, such 
as mangroves, which will 'giow in oidinary sea water. Unless further 
depression takes place, the suiface must be gradually raised by the silt 
brought in by rivers, and the tracts which support vegetation mu t extend. 

The depression of an area of 2,000 square miles around the fort of Sindri 
in the western pait of the Rann, at the time of great eaithquake of 1819, has 
been described so often,* that it appears unnecessary to repeat the account 
here. In this case the circumstance which enabled the changes of level 
to be accurately estimated was the fact that the whole of the tract affected 
was very nearly at the sea level, and so close to the sea that it was 

* There is some historical evidence also No mention of any sea north of Cutch appears 
When Alexander the Great sailed down the to have been made by the Chinese travellers 
Indus he passed through the great eastern of the seventh century ; Cunningham, Ancient 
branch, then the main stream of the river, but Geography of India, I, p, 302. 
now dty, to th. Kori mouth. Near this mouth , An account is given in Ljell’s Principles, 
he came to a great lake (Arrian : “Anabasis,” gd. 1868, II, pp. 97-104, and has been copied 
VI, 20). Mention is also made of a great lake- into many text-books. For a very full descrip- 
Iike expanse of water in this direction by some lign by Mr. Wynne see Memoirs, IX, 29-47, 
M..liomedan historians. Sir B. Frere also (,872). Mr. Wynne doubts whether the Allah 
states on apparently good traditional evidence. Bund was really raised, and suggests, with 
that Virdwah, in Nagar P&rkar, north-east ot much probability, that the appearance of ele- 
the Rann, was a seaport from 500 to 800 years vation was due to the depression of the ground 
ago. 7<>«( Roy Oeol S'm , XL, 195, (i8;6) around Sindri, south of the Allah Bund. 
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flooded immediately. A further depression is said to have taken place 
in 1845 in the same neighbourhood.^ 

At first the effect of the depression in 1819 was to produce a great sheet 
of water, navigable by boats of some size, but this has gradually silted 
up, and Mr. Wynne, on visiting the ruins of Sindri in January 1869, found 
that the greater portion had been filled up to nearly the level of the Rann, 
and that but a small shallow pool remained around Sindri itself. 


Though not, strictly speaking, part of the Indo-Gangetic alluvial plain, 
this will be the best place to notice that great accumulation of blown sand, 
in the tract between the Indus and the Ardvallis, which is known as the 
Indian desert. The name implies a greater degree of barrenness and soli- 
tude than is actually the case. Shrubs and grass tufts are scattered thinly 
over nearly the whole area, small trees are not infrequently met with, and it 
supports large numbers of sheep and cattle, and a hardy population, civilised 
enough to build cities and palaces and wells of hundreds of feet in depth. 

Over the whole of this area sand hills are scattered more or less thickly, 
but the great accumulation of blown sand forms a strip along the north of 
the Rann of Cutch, from which two arms run, one northwards by Umarkot 
and then turning north-east and running north of Jaisalmer to Bikaner ; 
the other running north-eastwards between BAlmcr and Jodhpur and co- 
alescing with the first about Bikaner. The central area of Jaisalmer, 
Balmer and Pokaran is rocky, with comparatively few and scattered sand 
hills. 

The sand hills are of tw^o types. One of these, admirably delineated 
in the Trigonometrical Survey maps, is of the ordinary type of sand 
dune. Its longer axis is at right angles to the prevailing direction of 
the wind, and it presents a long gently sloping face to windwards, up 
which the sand grains are driven, and a steep face to leeward, down 
which they roll, whose slope coincides with the angle of repose of the dry 
sand. 

The other type is one which is not noticed in the textbooks. It is very 
largely developed in the Thar district of Sind to the north of the Rann of 
Cutch, and appears, equally with the first type, to owe it sform to the 


* Nelson, Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc.^ II, 103, 
(1846). Before quitting the subject of the great 
alluvial region of Northern India, it may be as 
well to point out that by far the greatceportion 
of the earthquakes, and especially of the more 
severe shocks felt in India, occur in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood of the Indo-Gangetic plain, 
and especially near the deltas of the great rivers. 
The earthquakes are, as a rule, felt much uuie 


severely on the rocky ground around the allu- 
vial plain, than in the plain itself. When 
depression takes place, as in the case of Sindri 
in the Rann, the shock may be but slightly 
felt at the locality principally affected, although 
towns in Cutch, on rocky ground, at a djstance 
of several miles, are thrown down ; but this 
is in accordance with experience elsewhere. 
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prevailing winds. Throughout the area mentioned, the sand u. heaped into 



Fig. 23.- Sand hills of the transverse type ; after the Topograiphical Survey of Rajputana 

long narrow ridges, running about north-east and south-west to north 
noith-cast and south south-west, with a steep slope on either side, the 
crest gradually rising in height to the north-eastern extremity, which is 



Fig. 24.— Sand hills of the longitudinal type 5 after the Sind Revenue Swvey, 

usually the highest point of the ndge, and beyond this is a steep^ &lope 
downwards, coinciding with the angle of repose of the .sand. 

The mode of formation of this type of sand hill is not very easy to 
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explain, but from the fact that, where the two types are found together, the 
longer axis of the one is at right angles to that of the other, we may con- 
clude that in both cases the form is decided by the direction and force of 
the wind, the longer axis being parallel in one case, and in the other trans- 
verse, to its prevailing direction. The steep slope of repose at the northern 
end of these sand hills shows that they are formed of sand grains which 
are driven along the surface of the ground by the wind, and not of those 
light enough to be carried in suspension, so that no theory of accumulation 
under the lee of bushes, will account for the facts, and we must look else- 
where for an explanation. If one of the transverse type of sand hills 
be examined, it will be seen that the windward slope is by no means a 
uniform plane, but is composed of long narrow ridges, parallel to the 
direction of the wind, with intervening depressions, probably kept open 
by a concentration of the wind in them and a consequent increase of 
transporting power, if not an actual development of power of erosion. It 
seems probable that the longitudinal type of sand hill is due to an ex- 
ciggeration of this effect, by which the depressions, instead of being com- 
paratively shallow, and causing mere saddles in the genera) ridge, are 
carried almost, if not quite, to the base of the accumulation. However this 
may be, the restriction of the longitudinal type of sand hill to the- seaward 
and western margins of the desert appears to show that they are connected 
with a greater wind force than the transverse type. 

The height of these sand hills is considerable. They frequently exceed 
100 feet, ranging to 200 feet, and, according to Sir Bartle Frere, 400 to 500 
feet in the southern part of the desert. The size of these sand hills and 
the area they cover imply an accumulation of blown sand which it is not 
easy to account for. 

it appears diflicult to believe that all the sand found in the desert can 
have been derived from the Indus. The surface of the Rann at present is 
too muddy to furnish any large supply. The sand consists of well rounded 
quartz grains, mixed with smaller quantities of felspar and hornblende, and 
is undistinguishable from the sand of the sea coast except that the grains arc 
better rounded, as is always the case with wind blown sand. That found 
in the bed of the Indus is also very similar in character. The most probable 
theory appears to be that the Rann of Cutch and the lower portion of the 
Indus valley w^ere, as has already been shown to be probable on other 
grounds, occupied by the sea in posttertiary times, and that the sand of 
the desert was derived from its shore. 'Fhe most sandy tracts are on the 
edge of the Indus valley, along the northern margin of the Rann, and along 
the depression of the Luni valley, and these portions of the country were 
all probably situated on the coast The form of the rocky hills around 
Bcllmer and Jaisalmer shows that they have been shaped by subaerial, 
not by marine denudation, and it is probable that the more elevated central 
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portion of the desert was land, whilst the Indus valley, the Rann, and the 
Luni valley were occupied by sea. 

The accumulation of sand in the desert region is evidently due to the 
low rainfall and to the consequent absence of streams, the effect being 
intensified by the accumulation of sand and the porous nature of the re- 
sulting surface. In other parts of India the sand blown from river chan- 
nels or the sea coast is either driven by the wind into other river channels, 
or it is swept into them again by rain. There are sand hills in abundance 
in the alluvial plain of the Indus, but they attain no great size, because 
the sand is always swept sooner or later into some stream, by which it is 
carried away towards the sea. 

Besides the occasional sand hills of the Indus valley in Sind, there are 
some much larger tracts in the Punjab, repeating, on a smaller scale, the 
phenomena of the Thar and the Rdjputdna desert The most Important 
of these is in the Sind-Sdgar Dodb between the Indus and Jehlani, but 
there is a barren tract in the RachnaDoclb between the Chen^b and Rdvi, 
and sand hills occur in places also in the Baii Doab between the Ravi and 
Sutle). 





CHAPTER XVIll. 

THE AGE AND ORIGIN OF THE HIMAI-AYAS. 

Geographical limitation of the HimAIayas— Physical geography— Evidence of the tertiary 
deposits as to the age and elevation of the Himalayas — Revd O. Fisher*:* theory of ntoun* 
tain formation— Age of the Himalayas. 

In dealing with the great question of the date of commencement, cause, 
and history of the elevation of the Himalayas, the first point to determine 
is the exact signification in which this name shall be used. The Himalayas 
in a general sense are well understood to he the great system of mountains 
which rises to the north of the allinial plains of upper India, and forms the 
southern* margin of the highlands of 1 ibet, but the limits of the range at 
either end are difficult to define, for it becomes continuous with the moun- 
tain ranges between India and China on the one hand and those north of 
Afgh.^nistan on the other, and though it is easy to regard these as distinct 
ranges, once the change of general direction is well established, the ab- 
solute continuity of each with the Himdlayas, where the junction takes place, 
shows that the elevation of the whole was part of the same great series of 
movements of the earth's crust. It is, however, nec essary to adopt somt* 
definite geographical limits to the Himalayas, and those used here will be the 
lines along which the strike of the chains of hills and of the rocks they are 
composed of, takes a sudden bend. On the west this line may be taken to 
run through the hills west of the valley of Kashmir, from where the Kara- 
koram range bends into the Hindu Kush to where the Jchlam leaves the 
hills. On the east neither the geology nor the geography of the hilK is suf- 
ficiently well known to define the limit of the Himalayas, but it may be 
presumed to run in from the neighbourhood of Sadiyi in a north-easterly 
direction. 

The descriptions of the orography of this great system of mountains vary 
very much according to the idiosyncracy of the writer, and the particular 
meaning he may have attached to the term * mountain chain. * The earliest 
of the writers on the Himdlayan mountains, Captain Herbert, regarded the 
spur on which Simla is situated as the natural termination of the main 
snowy range, giving as his reason that it was the watershed between the 
drainage of the Indus and the Ganges. But this system of classification 
would lead to encjless confusion and completely obscure the true relations 
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much over 12,000 feet above the sea, which has been distinguished as 
the lower Him^llayab. These lower llimdlayas in many places graduate 
into the main snowy range, so that it is difficult to draw a definite distinc- 
ton between the two ; yet, they can be recognised as a fairly well marked 
feature of the range, forming a belt of hills some 50 or 60 miles broad, 
between the high mountains of the central range and the low hills of 
the sub-Hi mdlayas. West of the Sutlej the lower Himdlayas cannot be 
recognised as a distinct feature, the high ranges of the Ohdoladhcir and 
Pfr Panjdl rising directly from the sub Himdlayan zone, but the inner por- 
tion of what has generally been regarded as the sub-Himdlayan zone in 
this region rises to greater altitudes than where the lower Himdlayas are 
typically developed, and should possibly be regarded as the continuation 
of this feature. 

The sub-Himdlayas, which have been referred to in the last paragraph, 
form the outermost zone of the hilK. They aie usually marked by an abrupt 
drop in the average height of the hills, they are exclusively composed of 
tertiary and principally upper tertiary deposits, and except in the region 
west of the Sutlej, seldom rise over 4,000 feet. 

There can be no doubt that this sudden drop in the average height of the 
peaks, between the lower and suh-Himdlayan region, is principally due to thi 
sub-Himdlayan region having been subjected to a smaller amount of t Icvatory 
movement than the lower Himdlayas, though it Is doubtless also due in part 
to the greater softness of tl^e rorks they aro composed of, and their greater 
proximity to the lowlands of the plains, but it is not so easy to determine 
whether the distinction between the central ranges and the lower Himdlayas 
is due principally to differences in the amount of upheaval they have 
undergone or to denudation. Doubtless both have co-operated. The 
bottoms of the river valleys near the plains being at a lower level than fui- 
ther into the heart of the mountains, and the average slopes at which the 
hillsides stand, which depend on the readiness of the rock to disintegrate 
and the amount and distribution of the rainfall, being probably less on the 
average in the lower than in the central Himdlayas, the peaks could naturally 
not rise to the same altitude. This does not, how #^ver, seem to be a sufficient 
explanation of the facts, and it is only natural to suppose that the belt of 
mountains which contains the highest peaks in the world must have been an 
area of special upheaval, while there are some features in the profile of the 
main river valleys which support this conclusion, 1 hese valleys all penetrate 
the hills to within 10 miles of the line of highest peaks without rising more 
than 4,000 to 5 000 feet above sea level, but as they cross this line there is a 
sudden rise of the river bed which carries it up to 9,000 to 10,000 feet within 
a few miles. Above this the gradient falls again and, in the Tibetan 
region, the average slope does not seem to be more than a few feet in each 
mile of channel. This sudden rise in the river beds as they cross the line of 
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highest peaks seems to show that this has been a region of greater and 
more rapid upheaval than those to the north or south, and that the rivers 
have not yet been able to cut down to the level they will ultimately 
reach. 

It has already been mentioned that all the principal rivers draining 
from the Him^I^yas have their sources to the north of the line of highest 
peaks, and that they cross this zone of special upheaval in deep valhys. 
Ihe old explanation of this feature was that the valleys were great frac- 
tures in the range, through which the rivers found their way. This \iew has 
never been specifically dispro\cd in the case of the Himildyas, but it has 
been so frequently shown to be incorrect in other cases where it w^as main- 
tained, it is so generally discredited, and moreover the shape of the valleys 
is so palpably due to subaerial erosion that it is unnecessary to de\ote 
further atbuition to it here, and we may accept these transverse valleys as 
ha\ing been entirely produced by the action of rain and rivers. 

It wdll be show’ll further on that the sub-Himdldyan ranges are composed 
of the disturbed and upheaved deposits laid down by the same rivers which 
now traverse them. In this case it is evident that the rivers are older 
than the hills they traverse, and that the gorges have been gradually cut 
through the hills as they were slowly upheaved. In the same manner it 
might be supposed that the rivers, originally draining from the north of 
what is now the line of greatest elevation, were able to keep their valleys 
open by cutting them down, at a pace sufheient to prevent the upheaval 
producing an actual reversal of drainage, but in miny cases the drainage 
area to the north of the line of highest peaks appears to be too small to have 
given suflicient erosive power to the stream to allow of this explanation. 
In the first edition of this Manual it w’as suggested ^ that these transverse 
river valleys may have formerly extended further to the north, draining 
a larger area of country beyond the snowy range than they now do, and 
that owing to the greater depth of the gorges of the Indus, Sutlej, and I)i- 
hing or Sanpo, their upper v^aters w'ere cut off by a gradual encroachment 
of the longitudinal valleys of these rivers on the transverse drainage. The 
present writer is unable to accept this view\ He regards it as altogether 
more probable that the first effect of the commencement of the upheaval 
of the Himdldyas, was to establish a pair of longitudinal valleys along its 
northern face, whose drainage escaped round the extremities of the upheaval, 
and that in the first instance the whole of the drainage north of what is 
now the line of highest peaks escaped by these rivers. As the mountains 
were upheaved the gradients of the rivers flowdng directly to their southern 
margin became steeper than those of the longitudinal valleys north of the 
main range, the erosive powder of the streams increased, and they were able' 
to cut back through the line of maximum upheaval and rob part of the 

1 p.677. 
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drainage which originally flov\ed east and west to the gorges of the Indus^ 
Sutlej, and Sanpo 

The few geological investigations which have been made along the 
southern margin of the Tibetan highlands have not been sufficiently de- 
tailed as regards the distribution of the recent deposits and forms of the 
valleys, to decide this question with certainty, but there is one specific 
observation, recorded by General Strachey/ which points to the conclusion 
that the explanation given here is the correct one. He records that the 
subrecent deposits of the Sutlej valley in Hundes extend right up to the 
crest of the Niti pass, and that a detached portion of it is to be seen two or 
three miles south of the crest. The mere fact of its extending up to the 
crest of the pass shows that there must originally have been higher ground 
to the south; in other words, that the original watershed of the Sutlej must 
have run further south than it now docs, and the occurrence of an outlier 
in what is now the southern drainage area, if confirmed, gives a still 
further, though unnecessary, proof of the encroachment of the southern on 
the northern drainage areas. 

The same is indicated by the shape of the valleys which diain in either 
direction from the watershed. So far as can be gathered from the admirable 
maps of northern Kumdun and Garhwdl, and from the accounts of travel- 
lers, the slopes on the southern side of the passes are much steeper than 
on the northern; the erosion of these slopes would consequently be more 
rapid, and as it progressed the watershed would gradually be forced north- 
v^ards. 

The most conclusive evidence, however, seems to be that derived 
form the subrecent deposits of the Sutlej valley in Hundes. These show 
that the Sutlej was followed approximately its present course during a 
period sufficient, firstly, for the formation of a deep rock valley, secondly, 
for the accumulation in this of over 3,000 feet of subrecent deposits, 
and, thirdly, for the rc-excavaiion of gorges, 3,000 feet deep, through 
these same accumulations, I’here can consequently have been no pro- 
gressive cutting back of the head waters of the Sutlej during all this 
period. 


From a stratigraphical point of view the Himalayan mountains maybe 
divided into three zones, which correspond more or less with the orographical 
ones. The first of these is the Tibetan, in which marine fossiliferous 
rocks are largely developed, whose present distribution and limits are to a 
great extent due to the disturbance and denudation they have undergone. 
Except near the north-western extrelnity of the range they are not known 
to occur south of the snowy peaks. The second Is the zone of the snowy 


* Jour, Roy. Coog, Soc.^ XXI, 63, (1851). 
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peaks and lower Himalayas, composed mainly of crystalline and metamor- 
phic rocks and of unfossiliferous sedimentary beds, believed to be prin- 
cipally of palaeozoic age. The third is the zone of the sub-Himdlayas, com- 
posed entirely of tertiary, and principally of upper tertiary deposits, which 
forms the margin of the hills towards the Indo-Gaiigetic plains, and has 
so intimate a connection W'ith, and so important a beaiing on, the history 
of the elevation of the Himalayas that it will require a more detailed notice 
here than the others. 


The stratigraphy and palaeontology of the rocks composing this terti- 
ary fringe have been referred to in a previous chapter, but it will be neces- 
sary to recapitulate part of what has been written, and to add some further 
details which are important from the present point of view. 

The classification which will be adopted is the follow^ing:— 


U pper tertiary 
or Siwalik series 

Lower tertiary 
or Sirmur series 


r Upper Siwdlik. 

} Middle Siw^ik. 

L Lo\\er or Ndhan Siwdlik. 
I Kasauli group 
< Dagshdi group 
I Subdthu group. 


Muirce beds. 


The lowest of these groups consists everywhere of marine deposits, 
clays, shales with some limestone, and a few bands of sandstone. It passes 
upwards with perfect conformity into a series of interbeJded sandstones 
and clays. The latter, almost always red in colour, prevailing in the lower 
part, the former in the upper, so that there is a gradual increase in the 
average coarseness of the debris from below' upw'ards, a feature even more 
conspicuously displayed in the sections of the upper tertiaries. 

T he distribution of these rock groups is noteworthy. There is a long 
narrow outlier in western Garhwdl just east of the Ganges^ in which only 
the marine Subdthu beds are found. A larger area is found further west 
in the Simla hills, where all three groups are represented. For a part of 
its length this exposure is in direct contact with the Siwdlik series along 
the great fault, wTiich will be referred to further on, blit along its western 
half it is separated by a narrow strip of pretertiary slates. At the 
western extremity of this outcrop of lower tertiary rocks, which belong by 
position to the low'er Himalayas rather than the sub-Himdlayas, they run 
down into a narrow strip, which, stretching along the south face of the 
Dhdoladhdr, connects them with the larger area of lower tertiaries in Jammu. 

The upper tertiaries are, like the lower, divided into three groups. The 
lowest of these, known as Ndhan consists of clays and sandstones, the former 
being mostly bright red in colour and weathering with a nodular structure, 
the latter firm or even hard, and throughout the whole not a pebble of hard 
rock is to be found. 
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The middle Siwiliks consist principally of clays, and soft sandstones, or 
sand rock, with occasional strings of small pebbles, which become more 
abundant towards the upper pait, till they gradually merge into the coarse 
conglomerates of the upper Siwiliks. It must be understood that this 
i lassification, being dependent on lithological characters, not on the palae- 
ontology of the beds, is not strictly accurate, and it is certain that the dif- 
ferent stages must more oi less overlap each other on different sections. 
Any classibcation on palaeontological grounds is unfortunately impossible 
at present, as most of the fossils have been obtained through native col- 
lectors, and their localities are not known with certainty But this is 
unimportant for our present purpose, as it seems certain that the three su(- 
cessi\e lithological stages do represent successive periods of time, though 
part of the conglomerate stage on one section was certainly repiesented 
by a part of the sand rock stage on another. 

In the north-west of the Punjab, beyond the Jehlam, the whole of the 
tertiary rock gioups are said to form one conformable system from base to 
summit.^ Further east their relations are less simple and at hrst sight 
somewhat perplexing. The true meaning of the anomalies was long ago 
pointed out by Mr. Medlicott, * but have been illustrated in so much greater 
detail by Mr. Middlemiss in his account of the sub- Himalayas of Kumduii 
and Garhwcll * that it will be well to turn to this region for illustrative 
sections. Here there is normally a perfectly conformable transition from 
the NAhan group to the middle Siwilik sandstones, and again from these 
to the upper Siwilik conglomerates. This conformable succession, wdiich 
IS exhibited by many sections, is illustrated on two of the sections repro- 
duced on the accompanying plate, but it is not invariable. M. ny sections, 
as No 3 on the plate, show the upper Siwdlik conglomerates resting un- 
conformably on the eroded edges of NAhan sandstones, and this peculiarity 
of unconformable contact between two members of a conformable system 
finds its most striking exemplification in the short section reproduced in 
figure 25.* 

West of the Ganges the country has not been examined in the same 
detail, but it is certain that the same feature exists. In the neighbour- 
hood of Nihan the Nihan and upper Siwalik groups are in contact along 
a line of fault, but the latter contain many boulders derived from the 
sandstones of the former, showing that they had been elevated and exposed 
to denudation at the time that the upper Siwilik conglomerates were 
being deposited. Beyond the Sutlej, on the other hand, it was found im- 
possible to draw any boundary between the two groups, so gradual was 
the transition,^ 

•A. B Wynne, Records, X, 112, (1877}. * Page 468 

® Memoirs, III, pt ii» ( $<>4). * Memotis, III, pt ii. Chap IV (1864) , See 

* Memoiis, XXIV, pt, 11, (1890). also Records^ XIV, 169, (1881; 
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Throughout this eastern area just referred to, the upper aud lower 
tertiaries are nowhere found in superposition. They occur on opposite 
sides of a great fracture, marking the limits of the sub-Him<flayan 
region, and it is at present uncertain whether any beds whose age would 
place them with the Sirmur series conformably underlie the Ndhaos in 
this region. 

The examination of the.sub-Himilayas of Jammu has been even more 
cursory than that of the country further east, and it is at present uncer- 
tain whether the same relations, as exist further east between the different 
groups of the Siw^lik series, may not be found to prevail between the lower 
and upper tertiaries. The unconformity between the two is proved by the 
presence of boulders of lower tertiary sandstone in the upper Siwdlik 
conglomerates, but the conformity is not equally well proved. The map 
accompanying the only published account * of this region appears to in- 
dicate a conformity between the Siwaliks and the Murree beds of the small 
inliers at Naoshera, and between the Punch^and Jehlam livers, and on the 
whole it is probable, especially if we bear in mind the asserted conformity 
of the whole sequence on the further side of the Jehlam, that the relations 
of the lower and upper tertiaries are the same apparently contradictory 
ones, of conformity on one section and unconformity on another, as aic 
exhibited by the groups of the Siwdlik series. 

There is but one explanation possible for the known facts, that this 
great thickness of deposits, whose unity of lithological type, no less than 
the special sections showing conformity between its subdivisions, prove 
that they belong to one rock series, must have been deposited during a 
period of disturbance, so that while a continuous sequence of conformable 
deposits was being laid down in one place, in another they were .disturbed, 
elevated and exposed to denudation. 


Along the whole length of the Himdlayas, w^hcrever the junction of 
the Siwdliks with the pretertiary rocks of the Himdlayas has been seen, 
it is a great reversed fault. To the west of the Bids a similar reversed 
fault forms the boundary between the lower tertiaries aad the secondary 
and palaeozoic rocks of the Himdlayas, and in the intermediate area, where 
the lower tertiaries rise up and form part of the lower Himdlayan area 
between the Sutlej and the Jumna, this great fault forms, for part of its 
course, the boundary between the Sirmur and Siwdlik series. 

The fault is, however, not a mere boundary fault in the ordinary sense 
of the term, that is, the fault is not of a date subsequent to the deposition 
of the whole thickness of the series whose boundary it forms, nor did this 
ever extend, in its fgll development, far to the north of the line of fault 


^ Records, IX, 55 , (i87<5). 
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Mr. Middlemiss' section, reproduced in the woodcut below of itself proves 
this, for it is seen that the great boundary fault was fully developed previous 



Fig. 25.— Section at the head of the Sara valley, eastern Kumdun, showing 
overstep of the main boundary fault by the upper Siwdliks. 

to the deposition of the upper SiwAlilc conglomerates, which rest on the 
eroded N^han sandstone* and overstep the fault on to the pretertiary slates. 
A somewhat similar section appears to be found in the sub-Him 41 ayas of 
the Darjiling district,^ but has liot been worked out so completely. 

Apart from these special sections there are some considerations of a 
general nature, which are in reality of greater importance. It wiW be seen 
that this line of faulting forms an absolute boundary for the Siw^liks in 
all the range east of the Sutlej, and in the hills west of the RAvi it simi- 
larly forms an absolute boundary for the tertiary rocks, no outlier being 
found to the north, and^only a few small inliers to the south of it. Now, 
if the many thousand feet of tertiary strata found south of the fault had 
been laid down in a continuous sequence previous to its formation, 
they must have extended far to the north of it, and it is almost impossible 
to understand how they could have been so completely removed as to leave 
no trace of an outlier. 

It was Mr. Medlicott who first, in 1859, pointed out the meaning of this, 
— that the fault is in effect an original limit of deposition, to the north of 
which the Siw^liks never extended. In order to lay special stress on this 
peculiarity, and to take the ‘ main boundary/ as he named it, out of the 
category "of ordinary boundary faults, he described it as a cliff, against 
which the Ndhan safidstones were deposited, and an original boundary of 
deposition, only slightly modified by subsequent faulting. Subsequent 
investigations have shown that this description requires some modification, 
but have fully established the conclusion that the main boundary is not 
merely a boundary of present distribution, but in effect an original limit of 
deposition. In order to understand the grounds on which this conclusion 
is based and was originally reached, it is necessary for a while to leave the 
tertiaries and consider the subntontaue deposits of the present day. 


^ P. N. Bose, XXIIl, a44t (|89Q)* 
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The outer margin of the hills at the present day is everywhere fringed 
with a band of gravel deposits forming the “ hhdhar^' or gravel slope of the 
foot of the hills. The extent and constitution of this varies with its position. 
Opposite the debouchures of the great rivers draining the central portions 
of the Himalayas it reaches a great development, and is composed almost 
entirely of boulders of hard crystalline and metamorphic rocks, which have 
mostly been well rounded in their long journey down the river valley. Boul- 
ders of limestone are somewhat rare, while the softer varieties of slate and 
sandstone are almo-^t absent, having been unable to withstand the severe 
treatment they received. In the stretches intermediate between the great 
rivers the nature of the gravel varies according to the rocks exposed within 
the drainage areas of the streams ; where these drain only from the outer hills 
of Siwilik conglomerate, rounded boulders of hard rock will be found, 
elsewhere there are seen iragments of limestone, sandstone, or slate, which 
are often subangular, owing to the shorter distance they have travelled 
and the smaller degree of abrasion they have undergone, and are always 
less rounded than the hard boulders of the great rivers. 

If we now turn from the submontane deposits of the present day to the 
upper Siwilliks we find a remarkable resemblance between them. Not 
only are the uppei Siw^iliks so ‘similar to the recent deposits in general 
character that they have, not without reason, been compared to an elevated 
portion of the plains, but there is precisely the same connection between 
their composition and the existent lines of drainage. In the sub- 
Himdlayas of Kumitun, there is a great development of the upper and 
middle Siwdliks, and e‘-pecially of the conglomeiates, where the Rcimgang^ 
and Kosi rivers issue from the hills. Further west, where there are no large 
streams draining from the interior of the hills, the whole Siwillik zone 
becomes constricted and only the Ndhan group is seen. Between the 
Ganges and Jumna the upper Siw 41 ik conglomerates again attain a great 
thickness, and are compoFcd of well rounded boulders of hard rocks, pre- 
cisely similar to the debris brought down by these rivers at the present day. 
West of the Jumna the conglomerates die out to a great extent, and those 
which are seen consist of fragments, to a large extent subangular, of the 
older tertiary sandstones, and of the formations found in the outer pait 
of the Himalayas of this region. Wheie the Sutlej debouches from the 
hills there are at least 4,000 feet of coarse conglomerates, but in a parallel 
section, only seven miles off, there is only about 500 feet of them, in the 
middle of over 3,000 feet of brown sandy clays.^ The same features have 
been noticed in the case of all the other great rivers, that the upper Si wdlik 
conglomerates attain a great thickness in their neighbourhood and are 
composed of waterworn boulders of hard rocks, while in the intermediate 
country they are generally represented by brown clays undistinguishable 

» H. B. Medlicott, Records^ IX, 57, (1876). 
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from the recent alluvium, or if conglomeratic the pebbles are of local 
debris. 

"Ihere is but one explanation possible of these features, that the 
liimAIayan lange already existed at the time when the upper SiwAliks 
were being deposited, with very much the same boundaries as at present, 
i^ith the principal features of its drainage already established, and with 
an elevation comparable to that of the present day. The SiN\dliks formed, 
therefoie, the northern fringe of aseiies of alluvial deposits, whose southerly 
extension must be looked for beneath the undisturbed deposits of the 
Cangetic alluvium 

But the Siwdliks now form low hills, in which these oiice horizontal 
deposits have been disturbed, elevated, and exposed to denudation. There 
has consequently been a southerly advance of the margin of the hills since 
the upper Siwilik age. 

The vast thickness of SiwAlik deposits, whose upper division alone 
attains many thousands of feet in thickness, all of which were formed sub- 
aerially, ard even now, after the elevation they have undergone, only reach 
a very few thousand feet above the sea, can only have been formed in an area 
which was gradually subsiding as the deposits were heaped up. We must 
conclude then that the plain country south of the hills, where the conditions 
are so similar to those under which the upper SiwAliks were formed, and 
where immense masses of debris have been heaped up without raising it very 
much above the alluvial plain to the south, is an area where considerable 
subsidence has taken place during the recent period. 

There are of course no sections showing the actual nature of the 
boundary between this area of subsidence on the one hand, and the region 
of recent elevation occupied by the outer hills of the SiwAlik zone on the 
other, but there are some considerations of a general nature which, apart 
from any reasoning from analogy, indicate its nature. 

The steady sweep of the boundary along the length of the Hirndlayas, 
the absence of any deep re-entering angles or outlying patches, show 
that it is in the main a structural feature, and that only its details 
have been shaped by denudation and sedimentation. Nowhere are the 
upper Siwdlik conglomerates found passing conformably beneath the recent 
deposits of the foot of the hills, and the section of the outermost ridge is 
always an anticlinal, wdiose southern half shows an increasing steepness of 
dip in a southerly direction. The beds actually in contact with the sub- 
montane gravels may be uppermost Siwiliks or belong to the lower part 
of the Nahan group, the dip may be moderate, vertical, or even inverted,^ 
rarely the whole southern half of the anticlical may have been denuded 

^ Examples of all these cases may be fourd must be borne in muid that the underground 
in the sheets of sections *published by Mr, section south of the junction of the Siiirdliks 
middlcmiss, Memotrt, XXIV, pt, ii, (i8so) It with the iccent deposits is putely conjectural. 
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away and covered up by recent deposits^ but where it is seen there is 
usually a rapid increase in the steepness of the southerly dip near the 
margin of the hills. These indications of a line of special bending of 
the strata close to the southern edge of the hills help out the suppo- 
sition that the actual demarcation of the two contiguous areas — one of 
elevation, the other of subsidence — may be of the nature of a fault, one 
side of which has been raised and the other depressed, the depression being 
filled up as fast as made by the abundant debris brought down from the 
hills. 

Though there are no sections showing the nature of the junction between 
the undisturbed recent deposits of the plains and the upraised Siwaliks 
the sections in the sub- Himalayas throw some light on its nature. Wher- 
ever the Siwdlik zone attains any considerable width it is found to be 
traversed by one or more reversed faults of great throw, running more or 
less parallel to the outer boundary on the one hand and the main boundary 
of the Siwaliks on the other. These faults all show an ascending section 
on the outer (southern) side and the dip usually flattens towards the fault, 
where the uppermost beds are seen in contact with strata of a very much 
lower zone. Moreover, the older beds are invariably thrown into an anti- 
clinal immediately north of the fault, while the southern half, when it is 
present, shows an increasing dip as the fault is neared, exactly as is the 
case in the anticlinal of the outermost ridge, and occasionally, as in that case, 
the southern half is cut out.^ 

The relations of the rocks on either side of these great faults are so simi- 
lar to what we have inferred is probably the case between the Siwiliks of 
the outermost ridge and the deposits of the submontane region of the 
plains, that it is natural to regard each fault as marking a former limit of 
the disturbed tract, and the successive faults as indicating a step by step 
southerly advance of the outer margin of the hills. According to this 
hypothesis the great main boundary would mark approximately the south- 
ern limit of the Himalayas at the commencement of the Siwdlik period, 
north of which the upper tertiary deposits did not extend to any great 
distance or in any great thickness. 


We are not, however, confined to the conclusions that may be drawn 
from direct observations in dealing with this problem. It may also be 
attacked from the purely physical and mathematical side, as has been 
done by the Rev. O. Fisher in his great work on the physics of the earth’s 
crust.^ Mr. Fisher adopts the hypothesis that the solid crust of the earth is 
of limited thickness and rests on a magma of greater density, whose condi- 
tion is actually or virtually that of a fluid. As the central core of the earth 

1 Physics of the Earth’s Crust, 1st ed, London, 1888, pp. ii 4 * 4 L 
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cools down by the conduction of heat away from it, the outer crust is 
left partially unsupported by the consequent contraction, exposed to a 
greater strain than it is capable of bearing, and yielding along lines of 
weakness, is thickened both upwards and downwards from a zone some- 
where in the thickness of the crust, above which the material will on the 
whole be forced upwards, and below it downwards. This zone, called 
the neutral zone, is placed, for reasons unnecessary to enter into liere, 
as its exact position is not oi great importance, at three-fifths of the 
thickness of the crust from its upper surface. If the subjacent magma 
had a density one and two-thirds as great as that of the overlying crust the 
upward protuberance would be supported by the buoyancy of that portion 
which had been thrust downwards into the magma. But such a great 
disparity cannot exist, and the extra weight of the elevated tract will, 
consequently, bear the crust downwards on either side as is indicated 
in the diagram, fig. 26, till sufficient of the lighter solid material is de- 
pressed into the denser magma to provide the requisite buoyancy. 

As soon as an elevated tract is formed denudation will commence, and 
as it is extremely unlikely that the protuberance will be symmetrical, a 
larger amount of material will be deposited on one side of it than the 
other. In the diagram this is supposed to take place on the right hand side 
and its effect will be to depress that side of the range more than the other 
while the elevated tract will be lightened by the removal of material 
from its surface. As a consequence, the centre of gravity will be shifted 


A 



Fig. 26 .— Diagram to illustrate Revd. O. Fisher’s theory of mountain formation— 

A. — Upward protuberance, or * elevated tract,* 

B. — Downward protuberance or * root.* 

P. R.— Original limits of depressions on surface. 

P,' R/— Subsequent limits after the deposition of sediment represented by shading, 
and removal of the portion of the elevated tract represented by doited 
lines. 

Q. Q.' S. S.' — Original and subsequent limits of downward protuberance. 

G. G.' H. H.’— Original and subsequent positions of centres of gravity of crust, and of 
displaced fluid respectively,. 

towards the side on which there is the greatest accumulation of debris, 
while the centre of flotation of the downward protuberance remains 
unchanged. The disturbed tract is consequently thrown into a state 
of unstable equilibrium, which can only be made stable by such a movement 
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of rotation as wili diminish the sise of the depression on the left hand 
side, where there is least sediment, and extend it on the right hand 
side, where most has been deposited. As this action goes on, the 
depression on that side where least sediment is deposited may become 
obliterated, and as the crust is exposed to a tensional strain on this side it 
may be that fissures will open and volcanic outburst take place. 

Such, briefly stated, is Mr. Fisher's theory of mountain formation, and 
there is, on the most superficial view, a considerable resemblance to what 
we know to have taken place in the case of the Himalayas. The great 
depression in which the Gangetic alluvium has been accumulated corre- 
sponds to that in w'hich the greater bulk of debris derived from the denu- 
dation of the mountains is deposited, and the obliteration of the eocene 
sea of the central Himalayas, accompanied as it was by a great outburst 
of volcanic energy, would appear to correspond to w^hat the theory points 
out as likely to happen to the depression on the other side of the range. 
But the gi eater part of the elevation has taken place since the oblitera- 
tion of the eocene sea of the central Himalayas, and we are then met by 
the difficulty that we have to assume a rotation of the w'hole elevated tract 
of Central Asia. We have no reason to suppose that vSO large a mass ol 
the earth's crust would have sufficient rigidity to allow of its rotation as a 
whole ; rather, there is good reason to suppose that it would yield infinitely 
to a long continued stress. Moreover, Mr. Fisher’s theory takes no notice 
of horizontal compression, which in the case of the Himalayas has certainly 
gone on up to a very recent period. The fact is this movement of 
rotation, with the degree of rigidity it demands, as well as the ignoring of 
the effects of lateral compression after the elevated tract is formed, are 
mere generalisations necessary to bring the complex conditions of nature 
within the powers of mathematical investigation, and are not intended 
to be taken literally, as an exact account of what actually takes place. 



Fto. 27— Diagram to illustrate the theory of the elevation of the Him.i!ayas, corresponding to 
the right’hand half of hg. 26. Horizontal scale about 60 miles, vertical about 30 mnes 
to I inch. 

A.— Massif of the Himalayas. 

B —Root of the same. 

C. — Earlier marginal deposits, compressed and elevated, 
c,~ Continuation of the same, depressed and undisturbed. 

D. — Subsequent deposits overlapping C. 

6.— Sinking of lower surface of crust due to C and D. 

Bearing this in mipd, we have now to consider what modifications are re- 
quired to fit the purely mathematical theory to the more complex conditions 
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of actuality. In the first place the elements of rigidity and rotation being 
abandoned, we need not consider the left hand side of the diagram, and may 
redraw^ it in greater accoi dance with the conditions of the Himalayan region 
(see lig 27 ). We have now an elevated region A subjected to denudation 
and adjoining it an area extending to 7?, on which deposition is taking place, 
the deposits being contributed by the elevated ground A to the north, 
and the waste of the rock area to the south. The tract being supposed to 
be in equilibrium, the surplus floating power of -5 will cause it to rise when 
A is lightened by denudation, and the load thrown on D will cause it to 
sink, especially in the neighbourhood of A where the load is greatest, till 
the magma displaced by the lower surface of the crust is sufficient to float 
the load. The result will be, firstly an extension of the depression in a 
direction away from the elevated tract /I, and, secondly, a strong tendency 
to either fracture or flexure of the crust at the junction of A and D, 

As we may take the crust to be infinitely }ielding to long continued 
stresses, there is no reason why that produced by the lightening of the 
one area and the loading of the other should not be relieved simply by the 
sinking of the latter and the rising of the former on either side of a sep- 
arating plane. But denudation and deposition are not the only forces at 
work, for to bring the case into connection with that of the Himalayas, 
we must suppose compression to be continually in progress. This will be 
relieved partly by an additional elevation of A^ but also by the compres- 
sion and consequent elevation of the marginal deposits D, which would 
not offer the same resistance at the alieady consolidated beds of A, In 
this way the deposits on the edge of the depression would gradually 
come to ferm part of the tract A^ w'hose boundary would advance towards 
/?, but not to the same extent as tlie shifting of the outer boundary of the 
depression towards R, 

With this amplification, — for it is no modification of Mr. Fisher’s theory, 
but merely a more detailed explanation of part of the process which does 
not lend itself to mathematic investigation,— w e find it easy to explain the 
true nature of the great reversed faults which traverse and bound the SiwA- 
lik zone. They mark the successive limits between hill and plain, be- 
tween the area of deposition and depression on the one hand and of denu- 
dation and upheaval on the other, and the small amount of disturbance 
which may generally be noticed in the beds immediately in contact with 
the fault plane is explained by the fact that their immense throw is not due 
to the effect of horizontal pressifre acting on an inclined plane, but princi- 
pally to a vertical pressure, downwaids on the one side, and upwards on 
the other, of the fault. 

It appears then, that so far as the tract along foot of the hills is 
concerned, the conclusions drawn from observed facts and from theoretical 
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deduction agree with each other, but we have another check on the theory, 
for, if it is true, the Gangetic plain must have originated at the same time 
as the great mountain range to the north, and gradually increased in width 
by the subsidence of the rock area along its southern margin. Now, when a 
stream issues from the rock area on to the alluvial plain, it is the coarsest 
debris w^hich is first deposited, while the finer grained material is carried 
further and deposited at a greater distance from the margin of the alluvium. 
Consequently, if a boring be sunk near the southern limit of the plain, where 
it has been encroaching on the rock area, the beds passed through near 
the surface should be finer grained on the average than those passed 
through lower down, for these last belong to an earlier period, when the 
edge of the alluvium was less distant than it is at the present day. Near 
the northern margin of the plains the conditions should be reversed, for 
there the rock area has been encroaching on the plains and the upper bed 
should be composed of coarser debris on the average than those lower down. 

The deep borings that have been put down in the Gangetic plain are 
four in number. Of these, two, at Umballa and Fort William respectively, 
are well situated for testing the hypothesis ; a third, at Agra, is less suitable 
for reasons which will shortly appear, while the fourth, at Lucknow, being 
well out in the middle of the plain, does not appear to have gone deep 
enough to give any evidence of importance. 

In dealing with the records of these boreholes we are harassed by the 
vagaries of nomenclature indulged in by the men, never trained geologists, 
to whom the conduct of the operations was necessarily entrusted. But by 
adopting two classes only, sand and clay, and by including in the former 
‘sand,’ ‘coarse sand,’ ‘clayey sand,^ etc., and in the latter ‘clay,’ 
‘silt,’ ‘sandy silt,’ ‘limey silt, ’ etc., a fair idea will be reached of the 
relative coarseness of grain of the beds passed through at different depths 
of the same boring. This method is perfectly justifiable, as, for the present 
purpose, the absolute coarseness or fineness of grain is immaterial, and we 
merely want to know whether in any part of the bore hole the beds are on 
the whole coarser or finer grained than those above and below. 

Adopting this system of classification, we may make an abstract of the 
Fort William boring,^ thus 
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The increase in coarseness of grain of the beds passed through is con- 
spicuous enough in this abstract, but the reality is even more striking, for 
in the sand from i8o feet downwards, some beds of gravel and pebbly sand 
» For detailed section see Records, XIV, 221, (i88i) ; Calcutta Jown. Nat. Hist., I, 324, (1841). 
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are included, end the boring was finally brought to a standstill in a bed of 
gravel which it was not found possible to penetrate. 

The second boring of importance is that made at Umballa.^ Adopting the 
same broad classification of clay and sand, we get the following result . — 
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Here we have, as the hypothesis requires, a very distinct increase in 
cparseness of texture in the upper beds as compared with the lower. 

Besides these two boiings, one has been put down at Agra, the evi- 
dence of which is slightly vitiated by the peculiar local conditions. The 
abstract of the section is as follows® 
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Here there would seem to be an increase in coarseness of texture, both 

pwards and downwards, 

from 200 feet. The explanation of this 

is to be 


found in the fact that the surface deposits round Agra are largely com- 
posed of blown sand, and it is probable that the sand beds found in the 
uppermost i6o feet of the section are of aeolian origin, while below that 
the beds are alluvial and exhibit the gradual upward increase in fineness 
of texture required by the hypothesis. 

The fourth boring at Lucknow has been sunk to a depth of 1,336 feet* 
As might be expected from its situation, there is no marked increase or 
decrease in the coarseness of the beds passed through, but near the bottom 
of the boring some beds of coarse sand were found, and these may indicate 
an approach to the base of the alluvium and mark a time when its southern 
boundary was not far from Lucknow. 

To sum up, of the foui deep borings which have been made, two are 
completely in accordance with the hypothesis, the third one is in favour of 
it, though its evidence is vitiated by peculiar local conditions, w'hile the 
fourth is so situated as to give no evidence one way or the other till it is 
carried to a greater depth. 

We find then that the inductions from observed facts regarding the 
southerly advance of the margin of the hills, the nature of the boundary 
between hill and plain, and the mode of formation and growth of the 
I Re^ordi, XIV, 233, (i88i>, I * Records, XVIII, 121, (1885). 
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Gangetic plain, agree in all essential points with the deductions from Fisher's 
theory of mountain formation and using the one to elucidate or amplify 
what remains doubtful in the other, we may approach the interesting sub- 
ject of the date of the commencement of the elevation of the Himalayas. 


The occurrence of marine nummulitic beds at a height of many thousand 
feet on the north face of the main snowy range in Hundes, and at a height of 
20,000 feet in Zanskar, shows that the elevation of this part of the Him^l^as 
must have taken place entirely within the tertiary period. Further east we 
have not the same conclusive evidence, but the upper cretaceous fossils that 
were brought from north-west of Lhasa show that the elevation of this part 
of the I'ibetan plateau could not have commenced at a much earlier period. 

The limitation of the marine mesozoic and palaeozoic rocks to the northern 
flanks of the main snowy range, and their absence, so far as is known, to 
the south of this, may be due to an original limitation of deposit, or it may 
well be due to the country over which they are wanting having been more 
rapidly elevated, and consequently exposed to more active denudation. 
But even if the southern limit of these marine formations represents ap- 
proximately the recurrent shore lines of a long series of epochs, it is dilli* 
cult to believe that a mountain range at all comparable to the Himalayas of 
the present day lay immediately to the south of them. The present geo- 
graphical and geological connection between the Himalayan range and the 
Tibetan highland is too close to make it at all probable that the elevation 
of the latter was altogether posterior to, and independent of, that of the 
former, and consequently the elevation of the Himalayas as a mountain 
range cannot have been long in progress, if it had commenced, when the 
sea flowed over Tibet at the close of the secondary period. 

On the southern side of the Himalayas there is not the same direct 
evidence. The close connection between the older rocks of the Assam 
range, and the corresponding ones of the Indian Peninsula has already 
been noticed as indicating that the present limits between the peninsular 
and extra-peninsular areas bad not been established at the time that they 
were being deposited, and the presence of subaerially formed Gondwilna 
rocks in the eastern Himalayas suggests, though it does not prove, that 
they were formed in the same land area as those of the Peninsula and 
that no depression, corresponding to that now occupied by the Gangetic 
alluvium, was in existence at the commencement of the secondary period. 

The complete absence of any known exposure of marine nummulitic 
rocks between western Garhw^l on the one hand, and the Garo hills on the 
other, might only mean that the shore line ran south of the present limit 
of the hills, and that the nummulitic beds are hidden by the Gangetic 
alluvium, but there is not so close a relationship between the nummulitic 
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faunas, so far as they are known, of the Punjab and of Assam as to neces- 
sitate, or even suggest, so direct a communication between the two areas. 
There is consequently some degree of probability that the Indo-Gan- 
getic depression had not been established at the commencement of the 
tertiary period and we again get the close of the secondary period as the 
probable date of the commencement of the elevation of the Himalayas. 

The stratigraphical relations, between the nummulitic beds of the north- 
west portion of the lower Himalayas and the subjacent deposits, point to 
the same conclusion. Ihere is not only a general parallelism of strati- 
fication, which might result from the compression both have been exposed 
to, but there is a very close resemblance in the nature and degree of disturb- 
ance they have undergone, and the numinulitics lie with perfect parallelism 
of bedding on an eroded surface of the former pretertiary deposits, wher- 
ever a section showing the original contact between them is found. 
Were this merely a local phenomenon observed on one or two isolated 
sections no importance need have been attached to it, but when it is seen 
wherever the contact between the two lock series has not been modified 
by faulting, from the inliers of the Jammu hills on the one side, to the 
outliers east of the Ganges on the other, it shows that there had 
been no appreciable disturbance of the older rocks, now forming this part 
of the Himalayas, when the nummulitics were deposited. In other words, 
that if the elevation of the Himalayas had already commenced in eocene 
times, it had not extended into the north-western portion, or was confined 
to the central portion of the range. 

The close connection in structure and distribution of the upper Siwd- 
lik conglomerates and the submontane deposits of the present time has 
already been appealed to as evidence that the Himdlayan rangv. existed 
in pliocene times with very much the same limits and elevation as at the 
present day, and with the main features of hydrography already marked 
out. But these coarse conglomerates are confined to the upper Siwaliks. 
As we descend the section pebbles get smaller in size and less in number 
till, in the lower part of the Siwdliks proper and throughout the immense 
thickness of the Ndhans, not a pebble is known to occur.^ 

It might be held that this was due to the southerly advance of the foot 
of the hills, and that we must look for the coarse conglomerates of middle 
Siwilik and Ncihan age in the hills north of the main boundary. It has, 
however, been shown to be extremely probable that neither the Siwiliks 
proper nor the N^han group ever extended, in anything like their full 
thickness, much to the north of the main boundary, and the absence of 
any known outlier, though merely negative evidence, cannot be altogether 

* There is only one recorded instance of a I with so much Hesitancy, that it may well be 
conglomerate supposed to be of NAhan age,and I neglected, HI, pt. li, p. 135, (1864). 
that case is so except*onal and its age given I 



479 


Ohap, XVIIL] evidence of the tibetan fauna. 

ignored. A more probable explanation is that during the formation of the 
lower portion of the Siwalik series the hills to the north had not attained 
anything like their present elevation, and that the gradients of the river 
beds had not become sufficiently steep to enable them to transport any- 
thing coarser than fine sand. If this be the true explanation, as seems 
extremely probable, the gi eater part of the elevation of the Himalayas has 
taken place since the miocenc epoch, and it is impossible to date its com- 
mencement much further back than the commencement of the tertiary or 
the close of the secondary period. 

Another argument of an entirely different character has been adduced 
by Dr. Blanford, which curiously confirms the conclusion regarding the 
date of origin of the Himalayas, arrived at on purely geological grounds. 

He points out^ that the mammalian fauna of Tibet has a proportion of 
species, and even genera, peculiar to the region which is not exhibited by 
any other continental area of the same size. Omitting all doubtful 
forms, and taking no account of varieties or subgeneric types, the known 
Tibetan fauna consists of forty-three species belonging to twenty-six 
genera, of which twenty-seven species and four genera are not known 
outside Tibet Moreover, by far the largest proportion of species ranging 
outside of Tibet is exhibited by the carnivora, only four out of nine 
species of ungulata being knowm outside 1 ibet, and two of these are re» 
presented in Tibet by well marked varieties, while out of sixteen species 
of rodents only one is not purely Tibetan. 

On the now universally accepted theory of the origin of species by 
descent and modification so large a proportion of peculiar species indicates 
a long period of isolation. In the case of island faunas, this isolation is 
due to the sea barrier which mammals cannot cross or can only cross with 
difficulty, but in the case of 1 ibet the isolation must be a climatic one, due 
to the superior elevation of the region, and after comparing the degree of 
specialisation of the fauna with that of various islands Dr. Blanford comes 
to the conclusion that this isolation must have commenced in middle tertiary 
times. This agrees remarkably with that arrived at on purely geological 
grounds, and from a study of the relations of the SiwAlik to the tertiary 
faunas of Europe,* that the elevation of the Himalayas commenced with 
the tertiary era and that the range only attained an elevation comparable 
to that which it now possesses towards the commencement of the pliocene 
period. 


Two views have been propounded, regarding the antiquity of the Hima- 
layas which are antagonistic to that just put forward. The first of these, 


* Mag.y 3rd dec., IX, 164, (iSya). 


* Supra , p. 367. 
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which regards the mountain chain as much older than the commencement 
of the tertiary period, requires special notice, as it has been ad\ocated by 
Mr. C. S. Middlemiss, the author of the most detailed study of any portion 
of the range yet published. It is supported by arguments derived on 
the one hand from the special structural features of the southern margin 
of the Himalayas in KumAun and Garhwcll, and on the other by the de- 
gree of disturbance which the rocks of various ages have undergone in 
the same region. 

The special structural features are summed up in, and illustrated by, a 
section drawn north and south along the RAmgangA and PelAni valley s in 
E. long. 78® 49', which is reproduced on the accompanying plate. In this 
it will be seen that, starting from the plainw'ard margin, w'e have the 
NAhan sandstones conformably covered by a great succession of middle 
SiwAlik sand rock, north of which the upper SiwAIik conglomerates are 
brought in by a small fault of no structural importance. The upper Siw Alik 
conglomerates are brought into contact with the lower portion of the 
NAhaii group by a great reversed fault of 11,880 feet thrown along the 
fault, or 6,380 feet in a vertical direction.^ From this fault there is again, 
after some undulation of the strata, an ascending section through the 
greater part of the sand rock, but before the conglomerates are reached 
the beds low dowm in the NAhan group are again bi ought up, and after a 
series of anticlinal and synclinal folds the topmost beds of this group are 
brought into contact with the pretertiary beds of the HimAlayas along the 
main boundary. 

The rock in contact with the NAhans at the main boundary is a massive 
unfossiliieious limestone of unknown age. It is overlaid by the TAl beds, 
presumably mesozoic, and these again by marine nummulitics of thr SubAthu 
group. Noith of the nummulitic band there is again a reversed fault and 
purple slates, and volcanic brecias come in, beyond which a great reversed 
fault brings in crystalline schists. 

It will be seen that there are here five zones, each bounded on the north 
by a great reversed fault, and each successive one showing an older group 
as its newest member. In the outermost zone tlic section ranges from 
NAhans to the upper Siwalik conglomerates, in the next the sand rock in 
the newest group seen, in the third this is wanting and the section only 
ranges up to the upper NAhans. In the succeeding zone an entirely new 
set ot rocks comes in, the newest of which is eocene, while in the last the 
rocks are of unknown, but certainly at least palaeozoic age. 

It has already been pointed out that the great reversed faults of the 
sub-HimAlayan zone probably mark the successive positions of the outer 
margin of the hills, that is the limit between the area of elevation on the 
one band and subsidence on the other. Mr. Middlemiss opines, with a 
> Memoirs, XKIV, 124, (1840). 
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very good show of reason, that in each case the younfjest rock seen south 
of the fault marks approximately the period of its completion, and of the 
commencement of the one next to the south, so that the first fault counting 
from the south may be ascribed to the upper Siwilik, the second to the 
middle Siwdlik period, the third to the close of the N4han period, and the 
fourth to the eocene. 

The argument on which this conclusion is based may be epitomised as 
follows. 1 It is a common character of these long narrow zones bounded 
on the north by a reversed fault, that they carry along their northern 
border a still narrow zone of the newest rock they contain, a zone which 
has been preserved because the fold involving that zone, and the re- 
versed fault to the north of it, were the companions of the upheaval of 
that zone from a condition of deposition ; that is to say, the uppermost 
stratum had only just been deposited when it was folded and faulted, and 
so wrapped up with the older zone to the north that it was preserved from 
subaerial denudation/^ It is argued that if this was not so. if for instance 
the nummulitics had been covered by the Ndhans and Siwdliks, and ex- 
posed to denudation before they were folded and faulted, the upper members 
would have been removed in places and left in others, and that when the 
faulting subsequently took place the irregular patchwork of strata resulting 
could not have been formed into the regular zones now observable. This 
argument, however, assumes that the deposits must have been elevated 
without disturbance and exposed to great denudation before the faulting 
took place. This is by no moans necessary. The w'hole thickness 
might have been deposited over the nummulitics, and if the faulting and 
folding had gone on pari passu with the ^fevation an arrangement, ana- 
logous to that wdiich now obtains, might have resulted from the different 
degree of elevation, and consequent different intensity of denudation, the 
different zones had undeigone. It has been shown, on quite independent 
grounds, that this supposition is an improbable one, but there is no reason 
why the nummubtics of Garhwdl may not have once been covered by a 
great thickness of deposits corresponding to the upper members of the 
Sirmur series further west, if not by part of the Kdhan group. Ihe regu- 
larity of w’idth of the outcrop, its narrowness, and the absence of these 
upper members can be sufficiently explained by the high dip of the strata,* 
the narrow patches remaining having been preserved by their having 
been elevated to a lesser degiee, and consequently less exposed to 
denudation, than the higher beds. 

But even if Mr. Middlemiss' argument be admitted to its fullest extent, 
it does not throw the elevation of the Himalayas further back than the 


* For the full statement see Memoirs^ XXIV, 

174 ff. 

* The line nlonjif which Ihe section is 


drawn cros es the strike at an angle of about 
40^ The dip shown is consequently con- 
siderably less than the true dip. 
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commencement of Hie tertiary era, for to the north of the fault, which 
bounds the nummulitics, we come to conditions so different, both strati- 
graphically and structurally, from those which obtain to the south that we 
can no longer apply the same arguments, and as will be shown presently 
the question of whether the existence of a land area, immediately north 
of the nummulitic outcrop at the time when these beds were being deposit- 
ed, can be admitted as evidence regarding the date at which the elevation 
of the Himalayas commenced, depends entirely on the exact meaning we 
attach to these words. 

The second argument depends on the different degree of disturbance 
exhibited by the successive zones. As can be seen from the section, the 
beds in the outermost zone have undergone least compression, those of the 
next more, and so on. Mr. Middlemiss argues that this increase in the dis- 
turbance the beds of each successive zone have undergone, is the result of the 
successively greater periods of time during which they have been exposed to 
the disturbing forces, and that the far more intense compression, to which 
the rocks within the innermost tertiary zone have been exposed, indicates 
that they have been exposed to pressure, during a period of time, which 
would carry back the origin of the Himalayas far beyond the tertiary era. 
To this it might be answered that, even if the compression of every zone 
had been contemporaneous, it is natural to exp ect that its intensity w'ould 
not be everywhere uniform, but would die out laterally, graduating from the 
zone in which it was greatest to that in which there had been none. 

It is, however, probable that, in the tertiary zones, the different degrees 
of compression exhibited by the successive bands is, to a large extent, the 
result of the different periods during which they have been exposed to com- 
pression. And when we come to the far more intense compr<^ssion ex- 
hibited by the older brocks, which, as descried by Mr. Middlemiss, have 
been cleaved and foliated by the intensity of the compression they have 
undergone, he himself affords an explanation, in the observation that the 
strike is often transverse to that of the tertiaries, indicating that the com- 
pression had not all been in a direction trans\erse to the course of the 
range.^ This diversity of strike is appealed to as showing that the com- 
pression of the Himalayas was in part due to other, and older, directions of 
thrust than those which produced the folding of the sub-Himdlayan and 
many of the Himalayan rocks. 

Here we are at once brougtit face to face with the question of what is 
meant by the commencement of the elevation of the Himalayas. Seeing 
that the present state of the range is the result of a long chain of physical 
causation, each step of which was the inevitable result of all that went 
before, it is impossible to say what wad the first origin of the Himalayas. 

‘ Memoirs, XXIV, 183, (1890). 
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We may throw it back to the period when the earth first acquired a solid crust, 
or still further hack to that primeval chaos from which, according to one 
hypothesis, the universe was evolved. But in this place the words are 
used in a much more limited meaning. If the limitation of the palaeozoic 
and mesozoic deposits along the northern flanks of the snowy range repre- 
sents at all approximately the general limit of land and sea during their 
deposition, it might be maintained that the general course of the Himalayan 
range had been determined in palaeozoic times, and yet the elevation of 
the Himdlayas in the sense in which the words are here used, might not 
have commenced till the dawn of the tertiary era. The further back in 
time we go the more dilTicuU does it become to i 'How the sequence of 
cause and effect, and in speaking of the elevation Himalayas only that 
final compression is meant, which caused it to rise as a conspicuous moun- 
tain range with the same limits and extent as at present, and the antece- 
dents which may or may not have been the direct cause of this result are 
excluded. 


Taking this restricted definition, the transverse strikes mentioned by 
Mr. Midcllemiss, and the systems of compression they indicate would not 
be connected with the elevation of the Himdl.iyas or belong to the Himd- 
layan system of disturbance. 

It would be unnatural to suppose that the great area now occupied by 
the Himalayas had in no part been exposed to compression, previous to 
the end of the mesozoic era, and it is noteworthy that the most conspicuous 
instance of transverse strike quoted by Mr. Middlemiss, where a north and 
south strike extends for sixty miles, lies on the continuation of the Ardvalli 
range. Now, without assuming, what there is no possibility of proving, 
that the Ardvalli range ever extended so far north, the supposition would 
explain how there might be an intense crushing of the older rocks, 
accompanied by a strike transverse to the general direction of the range, 
which was due to a totally distinct system of disturbance from that which 
produced the Himdlayas. 

In this way we see how the crushing of the older rocks of the Hima- 
layas and the divers strikes they exhibit, which Mr. Middlciniss rightly in- 
terpreted to indicate successive systems of compression ranging over along 
period of time, may have been largely anterior to «iat final compression to 
which the elevation of the Himalayas is here restricted. 


, Another opinion regarding the antiquity of the Himilayas, which re- 
quires notice, is that recently propounded by Sir H. H. Howorth, who has 
gone to the opposite extreme and regards the elevation of these mounlains 

> Geol. Mag., 3 rd dec., VHI, 97. >5<j, 29-1. ('890 ! 54. 



4S6 GEOI.OGY of INDIA— age AND ORIGIN OF HIMALAYAS [Ohap. XVII. 

deposits were being formed, and at the present day the river valleys of 
Tibet, even at a height of over 13,000 feet, can under such circumstances 
support a growth of grass and shrubs which could easily have given sus- 
tenance to the rhinoceros of Hundes. This animal in any case shews that 
the climate of Hundes must have been somewhat milder than it now is, and 
as there is little difficulty in supposing that these deposits may have been 
raised 1,000 to 2,000 feet without any appreciable disturbance, though it is 
impossible to grant an elevation of 10,000 to 15,000 feet, we may w^ell sup- 
pose that this increased inclemency of climate is partly due to the desicca- 
tion resulting from the change of condition of the rivers, from deposition to 
erosion, and partly to an increased altitude of the plains and of the moun- 
tains south of them. 

The gradual desiccation of the Tibetan lakes points to the same con- 
tiusion. There are no data available regarding the rate at which this is 
taking place, but the fact that some have dried completely up, while others 
show but little reduction on their original size, indicates that the process is 
still in progress and that the climate of Tibet was once moisttr than it 
now is. There appears to be but one explanation possible of this increased 
dryness of climate, and that is a rise of the mountains to the south, which 
has resulted in a more complete cutting off of the moisture from the mon- 
soon winds. 

The cause of the origin of these lakes in Tibet is not thoroughly 
established. Ever since the publication of Mr. Drew's book on the Jammu 
<ind Kashmir territories it h^fs been customary to attribute their origin to 
the damming up of the main valleys by the fans of tributaries, which 
attained a great development during the glacial periods, when the disinte- 
gration of the rocks was more rapid than it now is, while the transporting 
power of the streams was no greater if so great. The present writer is 
unable to accept this view in its entirety. In the case of the Pangong lake 
he believes that its formation is entirely due to differential movements of 
the surface, which raised a portion of the original river bed at a more 
rapid rate than the stream was able to erode and dammed back the drainage 
10 produce the present lake. Even in the case of the Tsomoriri in Rupshu, 
which is accepted as the typical instance of a lake formed by a tributary 
fan, he has shown^ that there is reason to believe that this fan could not 
have caused an interruption of the drainage had there not been an eleva- 
tion of a portion of the river valley further down its course, and a conse- 
quent diminution of the gradient. Whatever may be the cause of origin of 
these lakes there seems no reason to doubt that the broad shingle plains, 
which so frequently occur just above where the rivers enter a gorge, are 
produced by a check in the gradient consequent on a recent elevation of 
the river bed in the gorge, and consequent checking of the gradient im- 

* Hec^nh, XXI, (188^. 
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mediately above it, A similar action might well, under favourable circum- 
stances, give rise to the formation of an actual lake, while the existence of 
an exit would depend on the rapidity of the movement, the supply of 
water, and the nature of the climate. Whether such has actually been the 
case or not, there have certainly been irregular movements of the beds of 
the streams and rivers within what is, geologically speaking, a very recent 
period, and these irregular movements can only be legarded as evidence 
that the distuibance which caused the elevation of the Himalayas is still in 
progress. 

Thus, from whatever point of view wo look at the subject, wc see that 
the decadence of the Himalayas has not yt'i begun, but whether they have 
yet reached their maximum development is not so clear. There are no 
data from which wc can decide whether the rale of elevation in the imme- 
diate past has been greater than at present or no, but looking to the 
general indications, throughout the world, that the great earth movements, 
which caused such profound changes in the form and distribution ol 
land and sea during the tertiary period, have reached their close, and that 
the present is a period of comparative quiescence in the history of tin* 
earth, we may suppose that the ( hapter devoted to the devation of the 
Himalayas is reaching its close and that th^y ‘?oon will enter on their 
decay. 


There remains one more point to be referred to before finally dismissing 
the subject of the oiigiu of the Ilim/ilayas, and that is the supposed con- 
nection between mountain ranges and sedimentation. The enormous 
thickness of sedimentary deposits seen in the sections exposed in moun- 
tain ranges has been frequently noticed, and by many observers their ac- 
cumulation has been regard(‘d as the immediate precedent, and proximate 
cause, of the mountain ranges, it is, however, doubtful whether in this 
case cause and effect have not been confused. Sedimentary accumulations 
of great thickness are known elsewhere than in mountain ranges, but it is 
only where the beds have been turned up at steep angles and extensively 
denuded that their thickness becomes conspicuous, and it is only where a 
great thickness of sediment has been previously accumulated that moun- 
tains can be formed of stratified deposits. Otherwise the underlying 
crystalline and metamorphic rocks will soon be exposed by the denudatior 
w^hich is always much more active in mountain ranges than in more level 
ground. The subject is, however, of sufficient importance and interest to 
make it necessary to inquire whether there is any indication of a con- 
nection between the present position of the Himalayas and the distribution 
of the sedimentary deposits which preceded its elevation. 

In the north-west Himalayas there is a great series of sedimentary 
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deposits, ranging through the palseozoic and meaozoic eras, which represent 
long periods of accumulation of sediment in enormous thicknesses of strata. 
Here there is a distinct temptation to regard the mountain range as the 
result of this vast accumulation of stratified deposits, but as we trace the 
tange to the eastwards difficulties come in. 

The zone of marine deposits found north of the line of highest peaks 
in that part of the Himalayas which has been accessible to exploration 
has been referred to, as well as the non-recognition of these beds south of 
the main range. How far the same distribution holds good further east 
it is impossible to say with certainty, but we know that jurassic and 
cretaceous fossils have been obtained from the region north of the hills of 
NcpAl and Sikkim and the discovery of sedimentary strata of unknown, 
but probably tertiary, age near the Cholamo lakes seems to indicate that 
the same parallelism between the boundary of the sedimentary deposits 
and the line of highest peaks prevails at least as far east as Sikkim. 
Whether the present limit is in the main due to an original limit of de- 
position or to the effects of disturbance and denudation is for the moment 
unimportant. 'I he absence from the main range and the hills to the south 
of them, so far as is known, of any extensive series of sedimentary strata 
later than older palaeozoic or even older, precludes the idea that the eleva- 
tion of the range was immediately consequent on a great accumulation of 
strata. 

In the eastern Himalayas our difficulties are still very great owing to 
the scanty observations available. The only sedimentary deposits that 
could possibly be marine, or that have any great thickness, are certainly 
long anterior to the carboniferous in age, and these occup’''^ a very 
small area in comparison with the great expanse of crystalline schists, 
gneisses and granites. But there are some small patches of coal bearing 
Damuda rocks, which have been recognised at several spots a^ong the 
outer edge of the Himalayas, and are important as showing that this re- 
gion was dry land, at the close of the palaeozoic era, \vhen marine forma- 
tions many thousands of feet in thickness were being deposited in the 
north-west. It is not possible to say that no marine strata of later date 
than permian exist in the eastern Himalayas, but it may be taken as 
tolerably certain that, if present, they cannot be of a very great extent 
or thickness, and this portion of the Himalayas appears to have been a 
land area continuous with that of the Peninsula throughout the secondary 
era, such interruptions of continuity as there may have been, if there were 
any at all, being of minor importance and only temporary. But though this 
portion of the Himalayas was a land area, there is no reason for supposing 
it was a mountain range at these early periods ; the great height of the 
snowy peaks suggests that their upheaval must have been comparatively 
recent, and the palpable unity of the range as a whole prevents us from 



Chap. XVIIL] not due to sedimentation. 489 

ascribing a much earlier date to this portion than to*the rest, which it has 
been shown could not have existed in its present form in the secondary 
era. 

In view of this divergence between the eastern and western portions 
of the range, it is impossible to attribute the rise of the Himalayas to the 
sedimentation in what is now its north-western portion, and we must look 
to some more wide reaching and deep seated cause for its present position 
and course— a cause which was independent of and able to obliterate long 
standing structural features and to introduce new lines of separation 
between areas of elevation and subsidence. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Geoi OGicAL History of the Indian Peninsula. 


Earliest periods— -Origin of Ardvallis and Fast Coast— Mesozoic Indo-African continent — Origin 
of the West Coast and Western Ghats 

The previous chapters of this book have principally been devoted to the 
stratigraphical description of the vaiious rock systems of India, and though 
leference has been made in the course of this desciiption to changes in 
the distribution of land and sea, and to the earth movements which have 
marked out the salient features of Indian geogiaphy, such references have 
necessarily been somewhat swamped by other matter. This chapter will 
consequently be devoted to a bri^^f resume of the geological history of 
India, of those changes of land and sea through which it has reached its 
present form. 

The earliest stages of the .geological history of India, as of all other 
history, are wrkpped in obscurity. Dimly we can discern an old land 
surface composed partly of a very ancient granitoid rock, which had even 
then solidified, been penetrated with quartz veins and trap dy^es, and 
exposed to extensive denudation, and partly of later rocks, themselves the 
product of the denudation of the granitoid gneiss. From the waste of this 
land surface the rocks of the Dhkrwdr system were formed, in a sea where 
volcanoes poured forth their lavas and ashes, much as at the present time. 
But w'hether any living thing was to be found in this sea, or whether the 
eartli was still unfit for the support of either animal or vegetable life, it is 
impossible to say. 

These Dhkrw^ir deposits w^ere in their tuin compressed, contorted and 
exposed to great denudation before the commencement of the Cuddapah 
epoch, but it is impossible to trace even approximately the changes of dis- 
tribution of land and sea during this earliest period of the geological 
history of India. 

With the commencement of the Cuddapah epoch, some definite indica- 
tion of the distribution of land and sea appear. All Southern India, south and 
west of the Cuddapah and Kalkdgi basins appears to have been dry land, 
while the sea spread out to the east over part of the present Bay of Bengal, and, 
to the north over what arc now the Nizam’s dominions and the Central Prov- 
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inces. The exact limits of this sea cannot be defined with accuracy, western 
Bengal and Chutitl Ndgpur were probably dry land, and this rock area 
probably stretched to the north-east over the Gangetic delta, to Assam and 
the eastern Himalayas. In Bundelkhand there was dry land, to the south 
of which the Bijdwar sea spread to the valleys of the Narbadd and the 
Son but had probably been obliterated by the time the Cuddapahs were 
deposited, and at a later period a fresh depression admitted the sea to the 
north-west of Bundelkhand, in which the beds of the Gwalior system were 
deposited. 

Nothing is known of the early geological history of the great area 
covered by the Deccan trap, nor of what was going on where the Him<t- 
layas now stand, or where the Indus and Ganges rivers have spread their 
alluvial plains. In fact, what with complete want of information regarding 
the greater portion of the area, and the incompleteness of that available 
regarding the rest, the conclusions that can he drawn regarding these 
earliest periods of the geological history of India are of the most meagre 
description. This much, however, seems certain that none of the leading 
features of Indian geography of the present day had been marked out, none 
of the mountain ranges had arisen, none of the great river valleys had com- 
menced, and the distribution of land and sea was very different to what we 
now see. 

The close of the Cuddapah epoch appears to have witnessed the com- 
mencement of the earliest of those earth movements whose effects on the 
surface contours and geography of India are still prominently noticeable. 
It was then that the great mountain range, of which the present Ar^vallis 
are but the wreck, was raised, and extending far beyond its present 
limits, stretched across what is now the Gangetic plam, possibly even to 
the Himalayas. At the same time another zone of contortion was formed 
running along the south side of the Son and NarbadA valleys, which was 
probably marked by a range of mountains or hills, not rising to the same 
height or importance as the Ardvallis, and bearing much the same relation 
to them as the hills west of the Indus alluvial plain do to the Himalayas 
of the present day. 

To the same date must probably be ascribed the zone of contortion 
which runs along the eastern margin of the Cuddapah basin and can be 
traced northwards to the Godavari valley. 

These three zones of contortion, whose disturbance took place during 
the Vindhyan epoch, and must once have been marked by mountain ranges 
much more important in size and elevation than their remnants at the 
present day, seem to be due to the last great movement cf compression 
which has affected the rocks of the Peninsula. Since then the disturb- 
ances have principally taken the form of movements of elevation and sub- 
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The close of thfe cretaceous period witnessed that grea outburst of 
volcanic activity which buried the whole of western India deep in lavas 
and ashes, and extended from Sind on the one hand to Rdjdmahendri on 
the other. It is not improbable that this great outburst may have been con- 
nected, as it was probably contemporaneous, with the commencement of 
that great series of earth movements which resulted in the elevation of the 
Himalayas and the extra peninsular mountain ranges generally. But how- 
ever this may be, the lava flows must have obliterated all the pre-existing 
surface features and the origin of the main features of the draimge system, 
of the northern part of the F’eninsula at least, cannot be ascribed to an 
earlier date than the close of the Deccan trap period. 

In the tertiary era we find no further evidence of a land connection 
with Africa, at an early period the west coast was approximately in its 
present position, and it is probable that at the clcse of the cietaceous or 
commencement of the eocene period the great Indo-Afiican continent was 
finally broken up, and all but the remnants in India and South Africa sunk 
finally beneath the sea. 

The eocene sea flowed over western Rajputina and the Indus vallej^ 
to the west, over a large part of Baluchistan and Afghanistan, and over 
the whole of the north-west Punjab and the outer Himalayas as far east 
«is the Ganges river. We do not know if this sea stretched eastwards to 
the north of the Peninsula till it joined that in which the nummulitics of 
Assam and Burpia were deposited, but on the whole it more probably did 
not. Sea also flowed over the central Himalayas and was probably con- 
tinuous with that just referred to, across the north-western termination 
portion of the range. 

One of the hrst effects of the great series of earth movements, which 
resulted in the formation of the mountain ranges of extra peninsular India, 
was an encroachment of land on sea, and the driving back of the sea first 
from the Himdlayan and Punjab areas, and finally from Sind and Burma 
The same period as witnessed the gradual growth of the Himillayas also 
saw the rise of the Arakan Yoma, and Manipur and Ndgd hills, on the one 
hand, and the greater part at any rate of the Afghanistan and Baluchistan 
hills on the other, and as the most important part of this history has been 
told in the last chapter it w^ill not be necessary to repeat it here. 

It would have been in the last degree extraordinary, if such extensive 
and violent earth movements all around it had been accompanied by 
absolute quiescence in the Indian peninsula, but such disturbance as may 
have taken place in no way took the form of compression, and the only 
change which can be attributed to this period is the origin of the Western 
Gb^ts. Reference was made in the first chapter to the difficulty of ac- 
cout)ting for this feature, and its resemblance to a line of sea cliffs modi- 
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fied by subaerial denudation was noticed, as well a^the occurrence of a 
land shell closely allied to a marine form. But though the sea may once 
have washed the foot of the ghdts, it is impossible to grant that they owe 
their origin entirely, or even largely, to marine denudation. Marine 
denudation works slowly on hard rocks, and during the ages that would have 
been required for the sea to carve the low lands of the Konkan out of the 
Deccan trap, it is inconceivable that the rivers would not have cut their 
valleys much further back into the scarp than they have done. It is far 
more probable that the main features are due to late tertiary earth move- 
ments, and the great rock basins of the Narbadi and TApti valleys show 
most conclusively that there has been a movement of elevation to the west, 
which certainly checked and may even for a time have interrupted the 
flow of those rivers, while the ground along the foot of the ghdts has not 
been closely enough examined either to prove or disprove the hypothesis. 

Whatever may have been the cause of the origin of the Western Glints, 
the present easterly tread of the peninsular drainage must be an ancient 
one, for had there been any considerable rivers flowing to the west they 
would have preserved their channels, or if the movement had been suffi- 
ciently rapid to reverse the course of the drainage, deep gaps would have 
been left to mark their former course. There is only one such gap, the 
F^IghAt, north of the Travancore hills, and it is possible that a river may 
once have flowed westwards through this, whose drainage was reversed by 
the earth movements which raised the Western Gheits, leaving the lower 
part of its course to be occupied by a much smaller stream, while the bulk 
of the drainage was diverted to the east. With this possible exception it 
is probable that the main features of the peninsular drainage, the two great 
westerly flowing rivers to the north, and the series of easterly flowing ones 
further south, were marked out at the close of the Dcccan trap period. 

Wc see then that the origin of the west coast of India dates from the 
middle of the tertiary epoch or a little earlier, when the dry land which 
stretched westwards into the Arabian Sea was depressed, and at the same 
time that to the east was elevated to form the Western GhAts, the most 
recent and also, perhaps more correctly therefore, the most conspicuous 
feature in the geography of the Indian F’eninsula, 
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77 

34 

37 1. 
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> 




»9 

23 

94 

57 

147. 

Bijdwar • 
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24 

37 

79 

3* 
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Bijori 

• 




22 

22 

78 

29 

167. 
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28 

0 

73 

22 
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22 

5 

82 

12 

S. 165 
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23 

47 
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20 

99. 
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15 

25 

78 

15 
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23 

54 
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34 
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8 
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42 
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54 
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2 
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63 
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50 
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. 
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24 
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• 
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59 
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iB 
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40 

13. 30>. 4®8, 412- 
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• 

14 

40 

77 

50 

38, 4P, 48, 237. 396. 40.3. 
413, 416. 
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. 

26 

28 

80 

24 
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Chdibdsj 4 



* 

22 
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83 

51 

32, 63. 
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. 

30 

43 

77 

54 
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• 

32 

29 
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10 
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22 

31 
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73 
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. 

25 

7 
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55 
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19 

56 

79 
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26 
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30 
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23 

34 
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20 
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69 

40 
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• 
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94 
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* 
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35 
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• 
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91 

41 
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• 
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3 
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Chichali H., see 
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9 
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17 

176. 
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11 

0 

7^ 

0 
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8 

4 
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3. 377- 
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9 
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Cutch . . • • 


23 

20 

69 

30 

152, 188, 207, 215. 
28S, 319. 387. 4«6- 
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0 
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2 
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3, 30, <^2, 154, 166, 177. 

Henzada • 

« 

» 



17 
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Herdt . 

H indaun 
Hindiib^^h 
Hindu Kush . 

Hingir 
Hinglaj 
Hingoii 
Hiran R. 

HlwaR. 
Hoshangabad 
Hothian Pass 
Hughh R. . 
Hukong 
Hundes 

Hurnai 
Hutar . 

I 

Indargarh 
Indore « • 
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Inikurti 
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J 
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Jaggayyapet 


Latitude. Longitude 

0 1 o / 

. 34 20 62 1 1 

• 26 44 77 5 

• 30 51 67 4/ 

. 36 o 71 o 

. 2t 57 83 46 

25 3+ 65 47 

19 43 77 ” 

22 12 74 10 

. 19 26 94 12 

• 20 45 77 46 

25 45 67 57 

22 55 82 26 

. 26 45 96 30 

31 20 80 o 

. 30 5 68 o 

23 50 83 53 


. 25 44 76 14 

. 22 42 75 54 

. 19 10 81 o 

29 5 70 30 

, 14 21 79 46 

17 15 82 28 

. 23 30 96 o 

. 16 2 78 41 

. 35 12 75 35 


* 23 n 79 59 

. 3^ 54 72 10 

. 28 17 68 29 

, 16 $2 80 9 


Page 


140. 

67. 71 - 
143- 

7, 41, 140 
168. 

315- 

402 

266 

144, 366. 

103, 159, 258, 27 s. 

3‘>3 

444 

423 

75, 294, 3^8, 422464. 477 . 

485 

3>7 

161 


93. 103 

3- 

91. 

44. 305. 345» 419. 428, 449. 
460. 

34. 

180. 

302, 324, 336, 378, 423* 

82. 

140. 


55. 187, 262, 264, 372, 396, 

398. 

123. 

457 - 

78. 
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Jaintia H 

Latitude. 

0 / 

25 3<’ 

Longitude. 

0 / 

92 15 

Page. 

296. 334. 

Jaipur . . ... 

«8 55 

82 38 

4. 375- 

Jaisalmer . . , , . 

26 55 

70 57 

227, 30S, 455. 

Jakhmari 

26 9 

67 56 

287, 289. 

Jalna ...... 

19 50 

75 56 

19, 402. 

Jamalamadugu 

14 5^ 

78 26 

B5. , 

Jambughora • • . . 

22 19 

73 47 

73* 

Jamfrd Pdt 

23 

5 

83 45 

255. 374- 

Jamkhandi ... 

16 30 

75 22 

82. 

Jammu 

32 44 

74 54 

350. 354. 357. 467- 

Jfipvo 

25 36 

94 6 

335* 

Jarra 

23 41 

69 

5 

218. 

Jashpur 

22 53 

84 12 

375* 

jaunsar 

30 43 

77 54 

44> 117. 

Jehlam ..... 

32 35 

73 47 

140, 419, 466. 

Jernick 

25 

3 

68 18 

3^3. 306, 309, 312, ^15. 

Jessor ...... 

23 10 

89 J 5 

434* 

Jhalra Pdtan 

24 32 

76 12 

93» 94> 98, 102. 

Jliand ..... 

33 26 

72 

3 

419. 

Jhdnsi ..... 

25 27 

78 37 

27 - 

Jharid 

23 44 

86 29 

165. 

Jhilmilli 

23 24 

83 55 

157- 

Jind 

29 19 

76 23 

72. 

Jobat 

22 27 

74 35 

40, 5b 54* 

Jodhpur ..... 

26 17 

73 

4 

74, 106, 430, 455. 

jowai 

25 26 

92 16 

296. 

Jumna R, . . . . . 

29 15 

77 10 

436, 443, 45f’* 

Jura H. 

23 23 

69 36 

218, 220. 

Jutogh 

31 

6 

77 10 

134* 

K 

Kabaung R 

18 52 

96 18 

342. 

Kdbul 

34 30 

69 18 

77 419* 

Kach 

30 26 

67 19 

293* 

Kachao H 

25 

8 

94 46 

148. 
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Page. 

Racbaodsi 





o 

22 

29 

0 

75 

/ 

It 

253- 

Kdfiristdn 





35 

30 

71 

0 

41. 

Rdgdn • • 

• 




34 

40 

73 

33 

138. 

Rdimur H. 

• 




24 

30 

81 

45 

3- 

Rakindi>a 

• 




23 

47 

70 

26 

220. 

Kdlabdgh 





32 

58 

71 

36 

228, 326. 

KaUdgl 





i6 

12 

75 

32 

50, 82, 263. 

Rdldhandi 





20 

0 

83 

20 

375- 

KAIapdnl R. . 


• 



25 

24 

yi 

48 

61. 

Kalidna 


a 



28 

I 

76 

6 

72, IS9. 

Kal'.ani . 

• 

• 



77 

1 

17 

52 

374. 

Kdlka « 

• 




30 

50 

76 

59 

351- 

Rdlu R. 

• 




23 

35 

90 

0 

332- 

Kalydn . 





19 

14 

73 

10 

271, 278. 

Ka-ma . • 





19 

0 

95 

II 

339- 

Kama met 

I u 

Ramatki ghit 





17 

16 

80 

11 

33i 150* 





t8 

I 

74 

5 

259. 

Kdmthf . 





21 

13 

79 

14 

168. 

Kdnara . 





12 

52 

74 

53 

48. 

Kandahar 





31 

37 

65 

30 

293- 

Kdngra 





31 

20 

33 

0 

357, 484* 

Kanhdn R. 





21 

30 

79 

0 

167, 168. 

Kanhar R. 





24 

20 

83 

15 

56. 

Kanni . , 





22 

27 

94 

53 

18. 

Kentkot 





23 

27 

70 

28 

222. 

Kapili R. 




• 

25 

3^ 

92 

40 

296 ,33t* 

Kappatgod 





15 

36 

75 

54 

375- 

Kdpra • 





18 

30 

79 

48 

92. 

Rardchi • • 





24 

51 

67 

4 

311.314, 315* 

Karakoram range 





35 

29 

77 

6 

140, 229, 460, 461. 

Karalt H. . 

• 




22 

12 

73 

53 

278. 

Karanpura • 

i 



• 

1 

23 

57 

85 

S 

166, 177, 

Karauli • 

• 

• 



26 

30 

77 

4 

94. 103. 

Karchat • 

• 

• 



25 

45 

67 

46 

306. 312. 

Karen-ni • 

• 

• 



19 

30 

97 

0 

142* 

Kargil * 

• 

• 



34 

34 

tss=sssita 

76 

6 

34 ^- 


gkographical index 
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Longitude. 

Page. 






0 

1 

0 

1 


Karharb 4 r{ 





24 

to 

86 

20 

160, 164. 

Karndl . 





*5 

50 

76 

5 

35> 40, 86, 89, 395. 

Karo R. 





22 

12 

74 

10 

266. 

Kartse , 


• 



34 

16 

76 

0 

132. 

Karwf . 





25 

12 

80 

57 

94. 97. 

Kasakanahal . 


• 

• 


i6 

31 

76 

39 

88. 

Kasauli . 


• 



30 

53 

77 

I 

350 . 

Kashmfr , 





34 

6 

74 

51 

41 > 44» 116, 134, 420. 

Kashmor 




• 

28 

26 

69 

36 

> 5 . 345. 428. 

Kasom H. 





25 

0 

94 

43 

334 - 

Kdteru , 





17 

3 

81 

48 

268, 270. 

Kdthidwdr , 





22 

20 

70 

55 

189, ?53, 259, 279, 323, 195, 










4u8, 409, 412, 41 0, 454. 

Kdlikela 





21 

47 

8+ 

9 

33 - 

Katrol . 




. 

23 

12 

69 

SO 

221. 

Katla 





32 

31 

72 

30 

122. 

Kau-ran-gyi , 





16 

31 

93 

48 

340. 

Kavhad 





32 

27 

72 

II 

III. 

Ka^^ ant , , 





22 

6 

74 

5 

253 - 

Kayal . 





8 

38 

78 

xo 

13 - 

Keantali 




• 

18 

0 

94 

34 

297. 338. 

Ken R. . 




. 

24 

22 

79 

20 

52, 59 » 94 » 9 / - 

Khdibar Pass 





34 

5 

71 

8 

141. 

Khaiiemurut H. 





33 

28 

72 

50 

353 * 

Khairgaon 





19 

49 

79 

15 

158. 

Khairpur . 




. 

28 

3 

69 

44 

451 - 

Khalsi . 




i 

34 

20 

96 

52 

345 » 347 - 

Khandesh . 




1 

20 

54 

74 

46 

261, 278, 396, 39S. 

Khdnpur 





33 

49 

72 

55 

1 16, 139. 

Kharakpur • 





25 

7 

86 

35 

59 . 375 . 

Kharir I, 





23 

52 

70 

22 

218, 220, 321. 

Khasi H. 





25 

34 

91 

55 

60, 150,246, 296,329,332. 

Khattan 





29 

34 

68 

29 

29X1 293, 304, 307. 

Khelat • 





28 

53 

66 

28 

143* 292. 

Kherly . 





27 

12 

77 

5 

69. 

Kheura . 




1 

32 

39 

73 

3 

no. 
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Latitude. 

longitude. 


Khisor H 




o 3 > 

f 

20 

0 

71 

t 

10 

t09. 

Khulni . 



. 

22 

49 

89 

37 

434 * 

Khundghat 




32 

2S 

72 

16 

122. 

Khwdja Amrdn H. 


b 

. 

30 

39 


30 

I 42 » 243 - 

Khyber, see Khalbaf. 
Kim R. . 




21 

25 

72 

40 

300. 

Kira H. 



. 

23 

37 

69 

*7 

218, 219. 

KirAna H. 



. 

3 * 

57 

72 

44 

72. 

Kirta 




29 

32 

67 

32 

293 ‘ 

Kifthar H. . 



. 

27 

0 

67 

12 

8,305.308, 3 >i. 3 «S> 45 >. 

Kishengangd R 



. 

34 

45 

n 

0 

138. 

Kistna R. 



. 

16 

30 

79 

20 

33, 40, 82, 402,412, 416. 

Koari Bet 




23 

58 

69 

47 

218. 

Kohat . . » 



. 

33 

36 

7 X 

29 

325- 

Kohima 



* 

25 

40 

94 

9 

148. 

Koilath . 



. 

27 

50 

73 

31 

308. 

Koil Ktintla . 




15 

14 

73 

23 

86. 

Kolamnala 




16 

0 

79 

52 

82. 

Koldr . 



. 

13 

8 

78 

10 

48. 

Kopilas H. 

« 


• 

70 

4 X 

85 

5 ‘> 

375 » 376 . 

Kfrba . 

% 


• 

22 

2o 

82 

46 

165. 

Kori R. . 



• 

23 

45 

68 

40 

452 , 453 - 

Korkai * 



. 

n 

2 

79 

49 

13 - 

Kosi R. . 




29 

30 

79 

II 

469. 

Kota 



. 

18 

55 

80 

2 

184. 

Kotasir . 



1 

* 1 

23 

41 

68 

35 

453 * 

Kotri 



I 

25 

22 

68 

22 

253 - 306,312,315, 42S. 

Krol H. 



• i 

30 

57 

76 

10 

X33, 131 - 

Kubo . 



1 

24 

15 

91 

30 

9, 423- 

Kuch Debar , 



. 

26 

2 D 

89 

29 

332. 

Kuchri • 

• 



27 

4 

70 

37 

228. 

Ruling . 



. 

32 

3 

78 

9 

130- 

Kulu , 

• 


. 

31 

58 

77 

7 

117. 

Kumiun • 

• 

• 

, 

29 

35 

79 

4 X 

43, 1X7,349, 464. 486, 469, 
480, 

78, 84, 86. 

♦ 

Kundair R. • • 

• 


• 

14 

5 ® 

78 

40 
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f atitude, I Longitude. 


Kuram R. 
Kyaukpu 


33 37 70 34 328. 

*9 25 93 41 20. 


Laccadive I. 
Ladakh . 
Lddera . 
Lahore . 
Lairangao 
Laisophiang 
Lakhi H. 
Lakhpat 
Lametd ghat 
Ldrkhatia 
Leh 

Lenya R. 
Lhasa . 
Lilang . 
Lintzithang 
Lodai . 
Lokapur 
Lokhzung H. 
Londr . 
Long Island 
Luckeeserai 
Lucknow 
Ludhidna 
Ldni R< • 
Luni Pathdn 
Lus 

Lynyan . 


77 0 

77 40 

78 24 

74 21 
91 47 
91 46 

67 50 

68 49 

79 53 

68 15 

77 40 

99 o 
91 6 

78 17 

79 *5 

69 57 

75 26 

79 40 

76 33 

94 40 
86 9 

80 58 
75 53 
72 35 
69 40 
66 45 
68 12 


44, 4^0, 461. 

105. 

428. 

33 ^- 

246. 

286, 303, 305, 31 7. 

321. 322- 

262. 


297. 

295» 477‘ 


337- 

59. 

432, 476. 
42S. 

430*457* 

305* 


Mach . • 

Madanpur 
Maderapaucum 
Mddhupur 


29 22 67 23 304. 

24 15 78 46 29- 

13 27 80 4 389. 

24 34 90 o 441- 
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Longitude, 

Page. 

MadrSLs • 





o 

13 

t 

4 

0 

80 

/ 

17 

4. IS. 378. 388 > 404 ■ 

Madura 





9 

55 

78 

10 

39 , 184, 412. 

Mahdbaleshwar 




. 

17 

5 ^ 

73 

42 

4. *78, 374 - 

Mahdbalipur . 





12 

37 

80 

H 

12. 

Mahdbar H. . 




. 

24 

35 

85 

55 

57 . 58. 

Mahaddyi R. 





15 

27 

74 

25 

381. 

Mahadeo 





25 

12 

91 

47 

246. 

Mahadeva H. 





22 

20 

78 

30 

S. 167, 279. 

Mahdnadi R. 




. 

20 

45 

84 

3 <^ 

39,91, 107, 151. 

Mahdnadi R. 





24 

0 

80 

53 

96. 

Maharajpur • 





26 

54 

78 

18 

105. 

Mahendraganj 





25 

18 

90 

54 

332. 

Maher . 





24 

43 

85 

13 

57 * 

Maheswar 

• 




22 

II 

75 

37 

258. 

M^hudgarhi H. 





24 

29 

87 

26 

376. 

Mai-f . 





19 

20 

94 

•3 

297. 338- 

Maidanf H. . 

• 




32 

51 

71 

11 

228, 32O. 

Main Pdt 

• 




22 

48 

83 

20 

263, 267, 374, 3'<3. 

Maiwand 





31 

43 

65 

16 

294. 

Makdm 





27 

18 

95 

41 

331 - 

Maldni . . 





25 

45 

71 

25 

74. 

Maidive I. « 





6 

0 

73 

10 

12. 

Mali^ri . 





19 

II 

79 

40 

184. 

Maikdpur 





20 

53 

76 

23 

401. 

Malparba R. 





16 

0 

75 

57 

403- 

Mdiwdn • 





16 

3 

73 

30 

377 . 409- 

Mdmand 





29 

39 

68 

45 

307* 

Man R. 


9 



22 

20 

75 

xo 

253- 

Mdnbhum 


« 



23 

20 

86 

25 

62. 

Manchhar Lake 


• 



26 

25 

67 

42 

3 5 . 3*3. 4 SI- 

Mandalay 





21 

59 

96 

8 

n8, 336. 

Mandar H. . 





24 

50 

87 

3 

31 - 

Mandld 



• 


22 

35 

80 

24 

92, 279, 383. 

Mdndogarh . 


• 

• 

• 

22 

21 

75 

26 

249. 

M^ndsaur 

• 

• 



24 

3 

75 

8 

70. 

Maner R. 

• 

a 

a 

a 

iS 

30 

79 

45 

89. 
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Manga Pir see Pir Mangho. 
Mdngli , 

Matiimalai 
Manipur 

Mansurah 
Maobehlarkilr 
Maosmai 
M^rai . 

Maraura 
Mai avatur 
Mari H. 

Markka R. 

Marot . 

Marpanmadi 
Martaban 
Masbalak H. 

Masivi • 

Masulipatam 
Matdbhang/i R. 

Matapenai H. 

Mathar . 

Mdtherdn 
Ma-tun . 

Maul main 
Mauphlong 
Meerut . 

Meghnd R. 

Makalgandi gbal 
Memkal 
Mergui . 

Midnapur 
Milam . 

Minbu . 

Minet-toung 
Min*gyi . 



Utitude. 

I-ongitttdc. 

Page. 


0 t 

0 1 


. 

20 22 

79 4 

169. 

• 

n 36 

76 Ii 

37. 

• 

24 48 

93 59 

9, 147. 2 y 7 , 334. ; 




423. 494 


*5 53 

68 49 

452. 


25 24 

91 48 

295* 


25 15 

91 47 

246. 


24 7 

81 16 

56 . 


H 23 

78 52 

26. 


II 13 

79 0 

236' 


29 20 

68 50 

29 if 3 ‘U- 3'>7 3*3 


33 55 

77 20 

346. 347 


27 6 

75 « 

70 


II 31 

76 28 

37 


16 32 

97 38 

> 4 .i. 378 4 -’S. 


30 20 

60 so 

417- 


L 5 57 

7 <> 43 



16 9 

81 12 

150. 


23 40 

88 45 

440. 

• 

22 12 

73 53 

278. 

• 

33 33 

67 50 

325* 

• 

>8 59 

73 «8 

27 i> 3 M ^»7 

• 

19 12 

95 0 

337 - 

• 

16 30 

97 38 

142. 


25 27 

9 ' 48 

Ol, 295 

• 

2Q 1 

77 45 

427. 


23 45 

91 0 

44 i‘ 


19 35 

78 48 

267, 276. 


15 I 

77 0 

50 ^ 


12 II 

98 38 

141. 


22 25 

87 21 

374. 392, 415 

’ 

30 26 

80 13 

129 » 130* 

\ 

20 13 

94 57 

20. 

1 19 

95 35 

339 - 

1 18 8 

OS 30 

425. 
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Latitmke | 

! 

Longflrfiicf 

Page 

MiVzdpuf . • . . • 

o r 

25 to 

0 r 

82 38 

29, 56, do, 436 

Mogouk . . ^ • 

22 55 

96 33 

45 * 

IWohan R. • * • * • 

25 54 

67 56 

303* 

Muhar , , . ^ • 

25 iS 

79 >3 

i&S* 

Mohpdfii . • • • • 

22 45 

78 54 

161, 397. 

Moir^ H. . • * ' * 

25 10 

»6 31 

37 o» 375 < 

MoUnij see Myllim. 




Momien 

25 5 

98 46 

18. 

Monghyr . • • • 

25 23 

86 30 

1 77 . 440 

Monze, Cape . - • 

24 5^ 

66 43 

3*2, 315- 

Mor R. . • • • 

24 0 

87 30 

444 - 

Moran R. • • ' ' • 

22 20 

77 32 

54 

Morar •••-•* 

26 14 

78 16 

65 

Mortaka , . • ^ 

22 i(> 

76 6 

53 93 ' 

Motor . . • • • 

22 17 

78 37 

167 

Mugger Pir, see Fir Mangho 
Muhamniadpur , . > ‘ 

27 9 

77 3 

69. 

Mul . • » • • , 

20 4 

79 44 

92. 

Mulakhel * • • • * 

32 55 

71 13 

22S. 

M6ltan 

30 12 

7 > 31 

42S, 

Milingi .••••* 

19 25 

75 30 

402. 

Murree ..•••• 

33 54 

73 »6 

352, 355 - 

Murshiddb^ . . • ' 

24 IS 

88 19 

440-. 

Murtazapur • . • • 

20 44 

77 *5 

40U 

Musakhcl • . • 

32 38 

7 > 49 

216, 

Mussoorec • . * ' • 

30 27 

78 6 

» 33 ' 

Muth ••••*• 

31 58 

7 » 6 

114. 

Mutld R* . * • • • 

22 19 

88 43 

4 ^- 

Myanaung ^ ^ • 

s8 17 

9 S 22 

337. 378,425' 

Myitmakha Khyomig • 

18 15 

95 30 

425- 

MylUm 

25 30 

91 5» 

61, 62. 

Mysore . » . ^ • 

12 18 

76 42 

51 , 37 < 48, 4 « 2 . 

N 




Ndgd 

26 p 

94 15 

8, 335 > 494 ' 

Nagar Pdrkar , . - • 

24 21 

70 47 

454 . 


geographical index. 



Latitude. 

Longitude, 

Ndgari Nose 

• f 

13 23 

0 / 

79 39 

Nagode 

24 34 

80 38 

Nagpuf 

21 9 

79 7 

Nihan . , , 




30 32 

77 21 

Naira R. , 




3 t> 39 

77 45 

Nal Lake 

22 48 

72 5 

Nallamalai H 

IS 0 

79 0 

Nambar R 

26 17 

93 59 

Ndmding R. , 

27 16 

95 45 

Nancowry ..... 

8 0 

92 34 

Nandgaon .... 

'9 50 

79 12 

Nandi^I 

15 29 

78 32 

Nandidlampett .... 

14 43 

78 52 

Naoshcra ..... 

33 10 

74 18 

Naosir 

25 46 

71 52 

Ndrakal ..... 

10 2 

;6 17 

Nar^oli ..... 

26 20 

76 41 

NarbadA R. . 

22 30 

77 10 

Narcondam I. 

12 36 

94 15 

Narha 

23 39 

69 10 

Nari R. ..... 

26 40 

67 20 

Narji 

14 39 

78 35 

Narra R 

26 25 

69 0 

Narsinghpur ..... 

22 57 

79 14 

Narwar 

25 38 

77 58 

Naushahra 

32 34 

72 13 

Neilgherry H., see Nilgiri. 



Nellore 

14 27 

80 1 

NepAl 

27 42 

85 12 

Nga-pu-tau 

16 30 

94 40 

Nga-tha-mu ..... 

16 30 

93 49 

Nicobar, I 

8 0 

93 35 

Nilang 

31 6 

79 4 

Nflgiri 

11 25 

76 45 

Nimach 

24 28 ‘ 

74 54 


S«7 



78, 80. 

lOI. 

33. 15I, 168, 262. 264,268, 
280, 374, 402, 413. 

356, 358. 466* 

133- 

408, 454- 

4» 81, 493, 

296. 

331. 

344- 

157- 

86 . 

81. 

467. 

227. 

405’ 

103. 

9, 248, 249 306, 431, 4y5 
17 - 

189, 222. 

308. 

86 . 

45 4S2 
5. 5-t. 3y8. 
los- 

228. 

33. 50. 78. 373. 410. 

75 42t. 438- 

424. 

3i0- 

14. 343- 

4. >4. 37.40. 375,409. 415- 
70. loj. 
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Latitude . 

I ongitude. 

1 Paffc. 

1 

Pangong L. . 


m 



o 

33 

1 

45 

1 ' 

78 

3 / 

45 

486. 

Paniam 


• 



*5 

31 

78 

25 

86. 

Panna 


• 

• 



43 

80 

14 

97, lor, 107. 

Pan-ta-naw , 


• 

• 


to 

55 

95 

28 

426. 

Pan War i , 





25 

26 

79 

32 

97 102* 

Prfpaghni, R. , 





H 

20 

78 

30 

79. 

P^r 





26 

3 

78 

6 

65. «"5. 

Pdra R. 


• 



32 

35 

78 

[2 

130. 

Pdrasnrfth 





23 

58 

86 

10 


Parihar H. 





27 

11 

70 

42 

227. 

Patcham. J. , 




, 

23 

52 

69 

50 

215, 218, 220, 321. 

Patkoi, H. 




, 

25 

40 

94 

0 

8. 335- 

Patna . , 




, 

20 

42 

83 

12 

375* 

Patthargatta . 



• 


25 

4* 

87 

52 

428. 

Pivulur 




, 

*5 

51 

8) 

14 

181. 

Pawagarh 



• 

. 

22 

31 

73 

36 

73. 259- 

Pegu . 


• 

• 


17 

20 

96 

30 

14s. 338, 378, 413. 44- 

PeUni R. 


• 

• 

, 

29 

10 

78 

49 

480' 

Pengangi R. 


• 

• 

. 

*9 

45 

73 

3« 

158, 160, 213, 402. 

Penner R., North 




. 

U 

40 

77 

20 

48, 78,80,403, 413. 

,t Soutli 





12 

20 

78 

20 

232.413 

Perambalilr , 




. 

It 

14 

78 

54 

236. 

Perim, I. 




, 

2t 

36 

72 

23 

302, 323. 

Peshawar 





7* 

37 

34 

2 

4IS. 

Phonda ghat . 





tO 

20 

73 

56 

8i. 

Phuleli R. 





2S 

30 

68 

29 

453- 

Pichor 





2S 

57 

78 

27 

105. 

Pid 

Piram I see Perim 

I 




32 

41 

73 

2 

t2I. 

Pir Mangho . 





H 

59 

6/ 

4 

312. 

Pfr Panjil 





33 

40 

74 

40 

43» 44» 461, 4^>2 

Pisdura 





20 

21 

79 

0 

265. 

Pishin . 





30 

37 

67 

5 

142, 318. 

Places garden 




. 

t3 

2 

79 

53 

182. 

Pokaran 




. 

26 

55 

7* 

58 

106, 160, 455. 

Pondicherri . 




• 

II 

56 

79 

53 

10, 18, 231, 235, 239, 241, 
403. 414. 
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0 

1 

0 

/ 


Poona 

• 

• 


. 

i8 

31 

73 

55 

2S9. *7*. 278. 

Porebandar • 

• 

• 



21 

37 

69 

48 

395- 

Port Canning 





22 

19 

88 

43 

434 

Porto Novo . 


• 



II 

29 

79 

48 

404. 

Potwdr 





33 

0 

72 

0 

14, 418, 484. 

Pranhi'ta R. . 




. 

19 

30 

80 

0 

90, 184, 279. 

Prome 

• 

• 



18 

43 

95 

15 

339. 340. 

Pudukattrfi 

• 

• 



10 

23 

78 

52 

40. 

Pugba 





33 

13 

78 

20 

346 

Pulivendala , 





14 

25 

78 

17 

80. 

Pulkoa 





24 

35 

79 

53 

96, 

Pull am pet 


• 



U 

IS 

79 

5 

Bi. 

Pulrcy H,, see Palnf 









Puppa H. • 


f 



20 

57 

95 

10 

17- 

Puran R, 


• 



24 

40 

69 

15 

452 

Punch R. 


• 



33 

.as 

73 

47 

35'. 467- 

Pungadi 


• 



17 

I 

81 

41 

269 

Puriam Point 





15 

19 

93 

58 

337» 425 

Puma R. 






0 

76 

25 

396, 401, 44O' 


Q 









Quetta 

, 



* 

30 

12 

67 

4 

142, 290, 305, 307, ^18, 










417. 

Quilon . 

• 

* 

• 

• 

B 

S3 

76 

37 

299. 394 


R 









Ragavapuram 



9 

f 


2 

81 

23 

180. 

Raialo . • 





27 

6 

76 

17 

69. 

Raidak R. 


• 

• 

9 

26 

43 

89 

50 

45 

Raichur Doib 


• 

9 

• 

16 

0 

78 

0 

36, 86, 

Rdipur 


# 

• 

• 

21 

IS 

81 

41 

64. 

Rijigriha H. 


• 

• 

e 

23 

0 

85 

30 

58, 60, 

Rajah*s choultry 


• 

• 

• 

IS 

52 

79 

SO 

244- 

Rdjdmahendri 


• 

• 


*7 

6 

81 

48 

179, 263, 268, 279, 392, 










40(. 


geographical index 
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Rdjanpur 
Rdjdpur 
Rdjmahil 
Rajmahdl H. 

Rcijpipla 

Rdmgangd R 

Rcimgarh 

Rdmgarh 

Ramndd 

Ramnagar 

Rdmpurd 

Ramri I. 

Rangoon 

Rciniganj 

RAnikot 
Ranj R. 
Ranjit R. 
Ranthambhor 
Ralanpur 
RatnAgiri 
Ravi R. 
RAvvalpindi 
Rebni 
Red Hills 
Rer R, 

RewA 

Ridsi 

Robdar R. 
Robfi 

Robtdsgdfh 
Rongreng 
Rotas . 
Rdpbds 
Rupshu 


Longitude. 

Page. 

o / 


70 22 

432 ' 

80 25 

28. 

S7 53 

427, 42S. 

87 30 

150. 159. * 74 . 372, 376. 


383 4 • 3 - 

73 3+ 

5> 261, 278, 300. 

79 0 

469, 480. 

85 35 

105. 

86 14 

^ 3 - 

78 52 

*412 

S6 54 

437 - 

76 7 

9^. 

93 45 

2«. 297, 338. 

0 13 

34 '’, 342, 424- 

87 8 

159* Ibl, 164, 166, 170, 


177, 437 » 392 . 

67 56 

305. 

89 19 

97. 

88 20 

76. 

76 30 

103. 

73 15 

301. 

73 *20 

39, Sf’o, 377, 389. 

72 30 

355 » 461. 

73 6 

352, 4 « 8 - 

79 29 

186. 

80 16 

378. 

83 5 

56, 6(x 

81 20 

29*56, 151. i6r, 167, 173, 


186, 25 ), 279, 383. 

74 50 

347. 351 - 

67 20 

293 * 

68 56 

3 ^ 5 . 43 ^), 45 ** 

83 56 

95 - 

95 46 

33 *- 

73 39 

4 * 9 - 

77 39 

100. 

78 0 

42, 486. 
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Lstitude 

Lon^itndet 

Page 



s 



o 

1 

0 

1 


Sabzal-kot 


. 

. 


29 

9 

70 

2 

432. 435 - 

Sadi}i • 

. 

. 



27 

50 

95 

42 

427. 459 - 

Sadri 

• 

. 



24 

23 

74 

46 

70. 

Safed K( h 

a 

. 



34 

0 

70 

0 

7 , 41. 14°. 229. 

Sagar • 


. 



23 

50 

78 

49 

93. 383 

SaSdranpur 

. 

. 



29 

58 

77 

35 

427.437 

Sahyddri H , 

see 

Western Cihdts. 







St. Ihomd 

• 

• » 

. 


13 

2 

80 

*9 

12. 

Sainthoray 

• 

• 

. 


11 

15 

79 

13 

240. 

Salem • 

. 




11 

39 

78 

12 

25 38, 4>2 

Sdletckri 


. 

. 


21 

47 

80 

52 

64 

Salsette 

• 

. 

• 


19 

10 

72 

57 

259» 271 

Salt Range 

• 


• 


32 

40 

73 

0 

7,8, 109, 1 19 228, 2S6, 

352, 353. 355.418 

Salwfn R. 

. 

. 

. 


16 

45 

97 

40 

142, 424, 425- 

S^maguting 




* 

25 

# 

93 

46 

334 ' 

Sambalpur 

t 

. 


• 

21 

27 

84 

1 

32, 70, 107, 151. 169. 

Sambhar Lake 




27 

55 

75 

5 

70. 

Sando\^ ay 




. 

18 

28 

94 

25 

297. 

Sand dr . 




. 

J 5 

5 

76 

35 

48. 49 - 

Sanju 


• • 



33 

4 

78 

30 

294 - 

Sankaridriig 


• t 


. 

11 

29 

77 

56 

38. 

Sanktoria 


• • 


• 

23 

42 

86 

52 

437. 

Sara R 


• • 


. 

29 

9 

79 

58 

468. 

Saraswatf R 


• • 


. 

29 

58 

76 

52 

450 - 

SargUga 


• • 


• 

1 23 

1 

20 

83 

15 

153. > 57 . 255, 263, 267, 
279. 374 . 383- 

Saridb 


• 


. 

30 

6 

67 

0 

290. 

Sdsserdm 


• f 

• 


24 

57 

84 

31 

93 > 95 * 

Sdtpura H 


• • 

« 

• 

22 

20 

79 

0 

3# 5 . 54 ** 5 o» 154 167, 170, 
*72, 2(»i, 395. 

Sattavddu 


• • 



*3 

26 

80 

1 

' 182, 389 

Sdwanh^dri 


* • 

• 

. 


54 

73 

52 

3 ^- 

Sehwdn 


• • 


f 

26 

2 * 

67 

54 

309, 428, 451, 452. 

Semri R. 


* • 


• 

24 

35 

79 

35 

96. 

Seonf . 

a 

« • 

Tsrsssz TE 

• 

• 

23 

5 

79 

35 

927 4 n. 


geographical index. 
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Latitude. 

Longitude 

Page 

Seringapatc'im 





0 

12 

1 

26 

0 

76 

; 

43 

48. 

Shahgarh , 





24 

19 

79 

11 

26, 96. 

Shaikhdwati . 





28 

0 

75 

0 

69. 

Shaikh Budfn 





32 

x8 

70 

51 

228. 

ShaiUhpura H. 





25 

8 

85 

53 

S 7 f 50 . 

Shill H. 





31 

II 

77 

20 

117. 

Sha}ak R. 





34 

45 

77 

0 

420, 460. 

Shevaroy H. . 






52 

78 

13 

4, 14, 387, 415- 

Shikiipiir 





27 

57 

63 

40 

3 ' 5 . 4^8 

Shillong 




, 

25 

33 

91 

56 

44. 6), 295. 

Shimoga 





15 

55 

75 

36 

48. 

Sholipur 





17 

40 

75 

57 

261. 

Shordpur 





. 16 

31 

76 

48 

48. 

Shnshalam 

Shyok R, sc* Shiyak. 




16 

5 

78 

56 

82. 

Sibi 





30 

4 

67 

50 

318,418. 

Sibsdgar 


• 



26 

59 

94 

38 

331. 427- 

Sxhel H. 


• 



19 

35 

78 

50 

267. 

Sikkim . • 


• 


* 1 

27 

5 

88 

19 

I 49 » 348,488. 

Simla . 





31 

6 

77 

II 

*07, 1 1 7 , 132, 136, 349, 
459 , 465 

Simra 





25 

2 

87 

26 

176. 

Sind R. 





25 

45 

78 

15 

65, 105- 

Sindri 





24 

16 

69 

11 

454. 

Singaieni 


• 



17 

31 

80 

20 

91. 

Singarh . 





]8 

22 

73 

49 

259. 

Smghbhum . 





22 

33 

85 

51 

24, 32, 62. 

Singhe Li 





33 

58 

76 

54 

347 - 

Singpho H. 





27 

30 

96 

30 

335 * 

Singriuli 





24 

6 

1 

55 

30 - 

Siran R. . 





34 

7 

72 

57 

419* 

Sirban . 





34 

6 

73 

16 

116, 138, 13), 229, 286. 

Sirmur . 





3 ^> 

33 

77 

42 

ii 7 » 133. 349 - 

Sironchi 





iS 

31 

80 

I 

151. 185, 268. 

Sirsi • • 




• 

29 

32 

75 

7 

449 - 

Sitsyahn 




• 

iS 

54 

95 

14 

339 * 
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Page 





0 

t 

0 

/ 


Sittaung R. • 

Skardo, see Iskardo« 

• 

• 

• 

H 

15 

96 

30 

14*. 342. 3785 423. 426- 

Sohigpur . , 




27 

52 

78 

I 

55 . 153. 267. 398. 

Sohdn R. . • 




33 

.5 

72 

0 

418. 

Solan 




30 

SS 

77 

9 

133. 138. 

Son R. . 




24 

15 

81 

3 « 

5 J. 52, 55 94. 98. 99 . 103. 
154, 162, 279, 383. 

Son^r . • . 




25 

33 

78 

4 

105. 

Sonmldni 




24 

27 

66 

39 

315 

Spinutangi 




29 

55 

68 

8 

290, 307 

Spira Raga . 




30 

33 

C7 

46 

142 

Spiti . • 

» 



32 

5 

78 

»5 

75, 129, 130, 137, 229, 294 

Spiti 

• 



28 

21 

77 

36 


Sripermatur . 


• 


12 

58 

80 

I 

132, 244 

Subdthu . . 

• 



30 

58 

77 

2 

350* 

SukakheH . , 




22 

49 

78 

52 

397 . "98. 

Sukkur . 

ft 

ft 


27 

42 

68 

54 

308, 457 - 

Suldim^lln H. • « 


ft 


31 

40 

70 

0 

7, 141, 229, 292.304, 305, 
310,3x8, /25 

Sullavai « 


ft 


18 

12 

80 

xo 

92. 

Sumesari R. • , 




25 

20 

90 

45 

333 - 

Supur « 




23 

I 

86 

56 

63- 

Surarim 




25 

18 

91 

47 

5 1 , 295, 330. 

Surat 

% 



21 

9 

72 

54 

259, 262, 278, 282, 300, 
374,407, 408,412,414 

Surf • • • 

ft 



23 

54 

87 

34 

175,392. 

Sutlej R. • 

• 



30 

15 

73 

20 

42, 351,449,452,461, 464, 
469 

Swarnamukhi R. • 

• 



13 


79 

47 

50 ‘ 

Sylhet . 

• 

» 


24 

S 3 

91 

55 

j 

441. 

T 









Tddputri 

ft 

ft 

. 

H 

55 

78 

4 

80. 

Tagling Pass 

ft 

• 

. 

32 

32 

77 

S8 


Takht-t-Suldimdn • 

• 

ft 

• 

3 * 

35 

70 

2 

292. 



geographical index. 
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1 

Latitude. | 

1 

=r 5 t==— t 

Longitude. 

Page. 

TSl R 



0 

29 

1 

47 

0 

78 

1 

42 

230. 

Tdlcher . . * . 



20 

57 

8s 

16 

31, 149. 153. 157. 169, 174 - 

Taira .... 



27 

12 

76 

47 

V- 

Tanawal 



34 

20 

72 

55 

• 39 - 

Tandra Rahim Khan 



26 

32 

(=7 

25 

312,315- 

Tanjore . . * 



10 

47 

79 

10 

394 , 404, 412. 

Tarkesar 



21 

22 

73 

6 

301. 

Tapti R. , . . 



21 

30 

75 

40 

9, 3<'0, 306, 398, 400, 407. 
4ti, 431, 495. 

Tarnot .... 



20 

45 

82 

31 

64, 91. 

Tatta .... 



24 

41 ^ 

68 

0 

306,312. 

Taung-gup 



18 

50 

94 

20 

297. 338- 

Taung-ngu . 



18 

55 

96 

31 

342, 424- 

Tawa R. . , . 



22 

45 

78 

5 

167. 173 - 

Tcnasseiim 



12 

5 

99 

3 

45. 141. 297, 343, 37S. 

Tezpur , . . . 



26 

37 

92 

53 

256. 

Thai .... 



33 

37 

70 

34 

3 ^ 8 . 

Thai (Chotiali) . 



30 

I 

08 

46 

291, s 3 ^^ 5 » 418. 

Thai Ghdt . 



19 

43 

73 

30 

261. 

Thalapudi 



17 

7 

81 

44 

179. 

Thana .... 



19 

11 

73 

I 

271. 

Thar .... 



25 

20 

69 

45 

455 - 

Tharia .... 



25 

II 

9 t 

48 

247, 296, 329, 331, 332. 

Thayetmyo . 



»9 

19 

95 

16 

1447 336, 340. 

Thondoung . 



19 

16 

95 

14 

00 

Tinnevelli , 



8 

44 

77 

44 

n, 13, 39 , 392, 405,412; 
410. 

Tipam H. . . . 



27 

15 

95 

30 

331 - 

Tipperah Hills 

Tirhowan, see Tirohdn. 



23 

50 

91 

23 

443 * 

Tirohan . • 



25 

12 

80 

58 

96, 102. 

Tirupati • 



16 

57 

81 

19 

180. 

Tirupati H. . 



13 

38 

79 

28 

78. 

Tirupatur . . 



11 

3 

78 

59 

238. 

Tiruvakarai . 



12 

1 

79 

43 

235. 393 - 

Tistd R. . . . 

Todapurti, see Tddpatri. 



25 

50 

89 

46 

76. 
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1 

Longitude. 

Page. 





o 

/ 

0 

/ 


Todihal 

. 



t 6 

25 

75 

37 

265. 

Tong • • * 

Tongup, see Taung-gup. 

• 

• 


25 

46 

67 

35 


Tons R. . . 

. 



30 

59 

78 

0 

134. 

Toshdm H. . 

. 


* 

28 

54 

75 

56 

74 - 

Tranquebar , 

• 



tl 

2 

79 

54 

12. 

I'rap 



* 

33 

3 

71 

58 

419. 

Travancore . 

• 



8 

29 

76 

59 

4, 40, 299, 377, 383, 394, 
40s, 416. 

TrichinopoH « 

• 



to 

50 

78 

44 

38, 39. 40. 152. 182, 211, 
231. 378, 414- 

Tri petty, see Tirupati. 









Trivicary, see Tiruvakarai, 








Tso Moriri L. 

. 

. 

. 

32 

55 

78 

23 

486. 

T ungabhadra R. . 

. 

. 

. 

15 

45 

77 

0 

48, 79 - 

Turd • 


• 

• 

25 

29 

90 

16 

296, 329. 

u 









Ubra 


• 

• 

24 

25 

83 

3 

56 . 

Uchir , 


• 


25 

53 

78 

30 

105. 

Udaipur 


• 


24 

35 

73 

43 

68, 69. 

Ukra H. 




23 

^5 

68 

55 

216, 223, 286. 

Umarkot 




25 

21 

69 

46 

429, 451, 452, 455. 

Umballa 



9 

30 

21 

76 

52 

428, 432, 435, 476. 

Umblai R. 



• 

25 

20 

91 

5 

331 * 

Umia • 




23 

41 

69 

1 

188, 232. 

Umrali . 


• 


22 

10 

74 

21 

249. 

Undutla 

• 

• 

• 

15 

3 ^ 

78 

23 

86*. 

Upalpdd 




15 

to 

78 

6 

86. 

Utatur . 


• 

• 

11 

4 

' 78 

54 

t52, 184, 233, 236, 237. 

V 









Vdftmukam • 

• 

• 


9 

to 

78 

42 

ii> 405 * 

Valudayur 

. 

• 

. 

It 

59 

79 

45 

231, 232, 233, 24!. 

Vellar R, 

t 

9 

4 

11 

29 

79 

48 

232, 404* 
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Latitude. 

i 

Longitude. 


Vemdvaram • 



• • 

0 

15 

t 

41 

00 

0 0 

1 

13 

181. 

Vempalli • 



• 

H 

21 

78 

30 

79‘ 

Vengurla . 


• 

« • 

15 

54 

73 

30 

83. V 9 - 

Venkatagiri , 


• 

• • 

13 

57 

79 

37 

33- 

Venkatpur • 




18 

15 

80 

3 

92. 

Vigori . 


• 


23 

31 

69 

8 

223. 

Vindhya H. . 




23 

0 

78 

0 

3» 92. 

VirAwah 




24 

30 

70 

48 

454* 

Viruddhdchalam 




II 

31 

79 

24 

231, 232, 233, 255, 240, 
241.. 

Virgal « 


• 


32 

27 

72 

07 

122. 

Vizagapatam 

w 



*7 

42 

83 

20 

34, 

Wadhwdn • 



• « 

22 

42 

71 

44 

254. 

Wagad • 


• 

• « 

23 

35 

70 

40 

215, 220, 222, 224, 319. 

AVAgalkhor • 

• 

• 

• • i 

21 

45 

73 

16 

3 ‘^>*- 

Waindd 



• • * 

11 

50 

76 

3 

' 37 , 40 - 

Wainganga R. 




20 

3 » 
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„ sec Lametd. 

Inilvurti, Mica mines . . * H 

Intertrappcan beds . * 276, 26^ 

Bombay * 262, 272 

” Rdjdmahendri 152, 270, 

271,274,275 

Intrusion of granite by solution . 43 » ^2 
Irawadi delta . • • • 424 

Irlakonda quartzites . . . &2 

Iron clay, or laterite . • 373 

Ironstone shales . i^> 2 , 163, 165, 169 

Iron ore 3®. 341. 37 *. 37 2. 43 i. 442 

Itacolumile . • • • 72 


J 


Jabalpur group • 184,186,187 

„ age . . • 

„ alliances of the flora . 194 
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Jabalpur group, relation to l.ametd 264 
Jabi group . . 122, 123, 127 

Jade 30 

Janralamadugu group . 85 

Jaisalmer group . • . 227 

Jammu, pre-tertiary inliers in sub- 
Himdlayas « . 140, 247, 351 

Jasper 260 

„ beds in Gwalior system . 64 

„ „ „ Ardvalli system . 69 

Jaunsar system . . 117 

Jumna river, fossils in alluvium • 436 

„ old course of . . . 449 

Jurassic, correspondence of Cutch 

and European . . 225 

„ relationships of the 

Gond\^dna floras 192, 193, 195 


K 


Kdimur group , . 98, 100, 102 

„ outliers on Ai^\alhs . 103 

Kdlabdgh, bipyramidal quartz 
crystals . . . ,110 

Kdlabdgh group . . ,122 

Kalddgi series . . • . 5d, 82 

or impure salt . ♦ • 

Kdmthi group . . . 168,172 

„ relation to Kota-M«tlen • 185 

„ „ Rdjmahdls of Ellore 179,181 


Kanknr 

Kantkot sandstone 
Kdpra quartzites 
Karakoram stones 
Karambar rings 
Karewa deposits 
Karea 

Karharbdn group 
Karndl series 
Karoo beds 
Kasauli group 
Katrol group 


397 » 43 I »436 
217, 222, 225. 228 
. . • 92 

. . . I 40 

• • . 3-9 

. . • 420 

• • • 4^^ 

160, 165, 198 

. 80,81,84,108 

• . . 19s 

349 . 35 *. 355 . 356 
189, 217, 221, 224, 226 


age of the . 189,217 

„ plant remains . 189, 222 

Katta group • • . 122, 123 

Kayat, abandoned seaport . , 13 

Khddar and Bhdngar, distinction of 438 

444, 451 

Khdst trap • * . . 61 

Kheura, salt mines . , .no 


I Page 

{ Khund ghdt group . • .122 

j Khvidja Amrin slates, doubtful 


age of. 

. 142 

Kieserite .... 

• 110 

Kirdna hills 

72 

Kirthar group . . 301, 

305 » 309 

„ fossils in Himdlayas 

and Salt range 

347 » 354 

„ relation to Manchhar 

series « 

309, 314 

.. „ Nan group 309, 310 

M „ Ranikot group 303, 

306 307 

„ representative 

in 

Cutch 

• 321 

Kistna alluvium 

396, 402 

Kistna group 

. 82, 90 

Kohat tertiary' . 

. 32s 

„ rock salt and gypsum 

1 1 2, 326 

Koil Kuntla limestones 

86 

Kolkot emporium 

13 

Kolumiiala shales 

82 

Konkan .... 

» 377 

Korkai, abandoned port of 

n 

Kota Maleri group 184, 

195, 208 

„ correlated \\iih Den\\ a 

173* 186 

„ relation to CbikidU . 

. 186 

„ „ Kdnithi 

‘ 185 

Krol limestone . . 

134. 138 

Krol quartzites . 

. *34 

Kuchri ammonite bed 

. 228 

Ruling senes 

130, I ^8 

Kundair group . 

86 

Kyanite 

. 27, 42 

Kyauk-pyu, mud volcanoes 

. 20 


L 


La Croix, on gneisses of Salem 

. 25, 39 

Lake basins of Himdlayas . 

421,486 

Lacustnne deposits, simulation of 418 
Lametd group . . 29, 262, 263 

„ mode of formation . 

. 276 

„ Rdjdmahendn outlier 

265, 268 

„ relation to Deccan trap 

. 264 

„ „ Bdgh beds 

. 264 

„ „ Gondwdnas 

264, 151 

Laramie fossils compared with 

Deccan trap 

• 2S1 

Latitude, secular variation of 

2 T2, 213 

Latente . • . . 53 * 256, 369 
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Laterite, low level of east coast lo, 388, 

m* 404 

„ nummulitic 300, 306. 308, 321, 
350 , 353*874 

Laimionite .... 260 

Lead . . . • A 5 » ^ 3 * 81 

Lemuria .... 209 

Lenya river coal beds . . .297 

Lepidolite 30 

Leucopyrlte . ... 30 

Level, changes of . . .12 

Lias, probable erroneous identifica- 
tion in Central Himalayas 13 1 
,, relationships of Gondwana 

floras . . • 192 1 <'5 

Lignite . . 299,300,377,404 

Lilang limestone . I 30 » ' 3 ^ 

Limonite .... 370, 372 

Limestone, absence in older gneiss 27, 36 
„ disturbance caused by 

solution of . . 102, 330 

„ occurrence in newer 

or banded gneiss 30, 38, 39, 
40, 4 S 


Lithomarge . 

Littoral concrete 
Loess, of Baluchistdn . 
Londr lake 
Low level latcrite 

„ of east coast 
Lucknow boring 
L}dian stone 


. 372, 377 

407, 408 
9*418 

19 

• 373 * 376 

»o, 38B, 393, 404 
432, 434 * 476 
. . 266 


Macrocephalus beds . 219, 221, 22^ 

Madanpur gorge, Deccan trap in 29 
Madhupur Jungle . • ' 

Magnesia, carbonate of . .146 

Magnesian sandstone group . 109, 113 

„ fragments in carbo- 
niferous boulder clay 120 

Magnesite . . . • ’ 

Magnetite . •» • 38 * 259 

Mahdbar schists . . • 58 

Mahddeva series . • .172 

„ doubtfully represented 

by Nimdr sandstone 253 

„ relation to cretaceous . 152, 

I 74 » 249 


Mahdnadi alluvial gravels . 403 

Ma-f group . . . 297,338 

M in Manipur • • 148 

Main boundary fault . 349, 357, 467 

Malabar laterite . . . 383 

„ gneiss ... 36 

Maldni series . . .73, !o6, 227 

„ fragments in carboniferous 

of Salt range . .120 

Malcri group . . . 184, 185 

Manchhar series 312, 313, 316, 364, 366 
„ estuarine beds in 314 

„ „ relation to Gaj group 31 4 

„ „ Kirthar group . 309, 

3 U 

M „ Mekran group . 315 

Manganese, oxide of, in laterite . 371 

Mangli group . IS^, 170, 195 

Manipur, alluvial plain . • 423 

Mai ble rocks, Jabbalpur . . 55 

Marine denudation, plain of, East 

„ coast . . . 10, 388 

„ West coast . . . H 

Marsh gas, from mud volcanoes . 20 

Massive limestone, of Jammu inliers 140 
„ of W. Garhwdl 1x7 


Maulmain series 
Ma)0 salt mine 
Mekrdn group 

„ relation to Manchhar 
Mica mines 

Miliolite .... 
Mom'en, extinct volcano near 
Moraines, at low levels 
Mordr group 


14 1, 298 


Motung . 
Motur group 
Mud volcanoes 
Multani mitti 
Murchisonite 
Murree beds 
Muscovite 
Muth scries 


3 » 4 * 43^5 
nchhar . 315 

32, 34 
340. 395 
lo near . 18 

14* 484 
. 05, 66 
. 438 

167 

. . 20 

. 308 

34 

349* 355* 4f>7 
3‘J» 44 
114, 115, 129, 137 


Ndgari quartzites 
Ndhan group . • • 

„ absence of pebbles in 
„ fossils . 

Nallamalai group 


80 

356, 364 
465* 478 
356, 358 

81,90 
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Nandidl shales .... 86 

NarakaJ, smooth water anchorage 405 
NarbadI river, alluvial plains • 396, 

397»43L436 

„ „ formed in a rock 

basin . 398,495 

„ supposed former course 


of 

. 398 

Narco ndam Island 

17 

Nari group 

. 308,312 

„ relation to Odj . 

. 309-3*2 

„ relation to Kirthar 

. 309, 3*0 

Narji limestone 

86 

Natrolite 

176 

Needle shales 

• • *57 

Negrais rocks • 

* 45 , 336, 344 

Neoholus beds 

. 109,113 

Neocomian, Afghanistan 

. 196, 294 


„ Ammonites in Snper- 

matur group 182, 207, 2 >8 
„ Cutch 152,207,216,286 
„ Haadra . . . 286 

„ Salt-Range . . 286 

Nepdl valley, subrecent deposits 421 
Newcastle beds , igS, 200, 206 
Nimdr sandstone • . . 253 

Nodular limestone group . . 249 

Nummulites, cretaceous m Bald- • • 
chistdn .... 291 

If at high altitudes in 

Himalayas . 347, 477 

Nummulitic group of Cutch 320, 32 1 

„ limestone, hill type 352, 354 

„ sea, extent of • • 494 


o 

Oblique lamination, see false 
bedding. 

0^^</5beds • • . 109,113 

Olenellus 1 13 

Oligoclase . • . • 30, 44 

Olive shales, Sind . • . 288 

Olivine . . . . 175, 259 

Ongole area of upper Gondwdnas 181 

Oolitic relationships of Rdj* 

mahdl flora .... 193 

Oolite, golden . . • * 219 

Ophiitc calcite in sandstone • 159 

Orthoctose * • 25 26, 30, 259 

OUceras beds , • . * 130 


PNGb 

P 

Pachmarhf group . . . 172 

Pakhal series . . .89, 92, 108 

„ identified with Pengangd 

beds • . • • 902 

Palseontological anomaly, creta- 
ceous, Baldchistan . 211 

,, South India 231, 236, 238. 

242, 244 

„ Cutch jurassic 195, 224, 225, 229 
„ Kota Maldri group . 196 

„ Siwahk . . .361 

„ Umia group . . I95i 224 

Palaeozoic and mesozoic, absence 

of break between . . , 119 

Palghdt group possibly an old 

river valley .... 495 

Panchet group . , . 166,170 

„ age . 201, 204, 207, 208 

„ alliances of flora 193, 194, 200. 

204 

„ fossil in Kota- Malcri group 189 
„ undccomposed felspar in 170, 

207 

Paniam group .... 86 

Panjal conglomerate, glacial 

origin of . . 135, 136 

if >i gneissose gr nile 

blocks in . .44 

Panjdl s>stem . . .116, 134 

Papaghni group ... 79 

Pdr sandstone ... .65 

Pdra limestone .... 130 

Paradoxides beds, represented in 

Salt Range . • . *113 

Parihar sandstones . . • 227 

Patcham group 217, 218, 221, 226 

Patthargatta, supposed older allu- 
vium at ... . 428 

Pivulur group . . . 156, 181 

Peat . lo, 404, 415, 421, 434 

Pebbles, deformation of 49, 51, 59 

Pegmatite . . 27, 31, 58, 107 

Pegu group . . . 336, 338, 340 

Pellety laterite . . . 384 

Pengangd beds . • • 90 

„ valley, glacial action in 158, 

213 

Peninsular area.-— 

„ absence of distutbance 

m • . . 2, 5, 494 
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Peninsular .irOci, aniujuit^ of dtainai>e 

s>stcni . . 153.495 

„ foi mcr extension into 

As'^am . . 443, 488 

„ „ connection with 

Afiica 209,253, 493 
„ mountain ranges 2, 4, 

5 

„ possible recent submei- 

gence . . 4 

Penner, alluvial gravels . . 4(13 

Pciidotite . , . . . 3|0 

l*eriin Island, upper tertiary 

fauna . , . 323, 341, 429 

Permian glacial peiiod . . 207 

„ relationsrhip of Bijori 

f?una .... 195 

„ Gcndvvr'ma floras . . 192 

Permo-carbonifcrous, Salt range 121, 125 
Petroleum . 33G 33f>. 33^^, 

343 

„ in mud volcanoes . 20 

Phlogopitc . . . • 30 

Pikermi fauna . . • . 365 

Pinnacled qinrtzitcs ... 86 

Pislacite ..... 35 

Plain of marine dcnud.ation 
„ e.ist coast 80, 388 


„ west coast 386, 394 

Plant fossils, uncertainty of lel.ition- 


ships inj . 

• • 193 

Pl(ifanii>ia . 

. . 428 

Plateau quartzites 

86 

Pokaian, glacial beds and 

1 oches 

moutouuees . 

. . 160 

Poonahlite 

260 

Porcellanic beds (hornstonc 

66, 81, 05 

Porebandar stone 

• 395 

Potwdr, erratics 

14, 418, 484 

Pulivendala subdivision 

. . 80 

Pulkoa schists 

. . 96 

Pullampet slates 

81 

Pumice, of Puppa 

18 

Puppa, extinct volcano of 

17 

Puma alluvial plains 

396, 407 

Purple sandstone 

109, 1 13 

Preimitc , 

260 

Productus limestone scries 

1 19. >23, 136, 

2u6 

„ reported occurrence in 

Suldimdn hills 

141 

Prome beds 

. .339 


PAOK 

Pseudo braci.i or conglumeiate >92, 291 

Pyntes . . 26, 30, 299, 300, 303 

Pyroxene .... 259, 266 


Q 

Quarlz anngdules 1 7O, 260, 289 


Quart/, anli)drite iiK lusions in . 112 

„ bipyainidal civ‘'tals . no 

„ trihedral 260, iSg 

Quartz reefs 27, 35, 62 

Quartzose schist . » . 20 


Ragavapuram shales 180, 183, 183 

Raialo group 08, O9 

Rain mnrks , . , . 9O 

Raised beaches on Aiakan coast it 
RajAmahendri, infiatr.ippcan 268,280 
„ intcrlrappean 270, 280 
Rajmahdl group . 175 

„ age 203, 207 

>1 flora 177, I S3, 188 

„ „ relation to Euro- 
pean floras 192, 194 

Rdjmahdl seiics 49, 155, 174 

„ connection in Uitenhage 

series 182, 205 

„ onthers on east coast 152,178, 

232 

Rdjmahdl trap 75,412 

ft correlation with Sylhet 

traps 61, 150, 176 

„ dykts in Damuda series 3i, T77 
„ foci of eiiiption . • 17O 

,, connection in Deccan 

tiap i76»279 

Ramn', mud volcanoes of • ,20 

Kdm'ganj group . • 162, 166, 167 

„ age .... 197 

„ coal . . • 161, 166 

„ flora .... 163 

Rdnfkol group .... 283 

„ fossils in Himdlayas and 

Salt range . . . 354 

„ relation to Kirthar 303, 306, 307 
Rann of Cutch . n, 13, 215, 408,453 
Red sand hills .... 416 

Red soil 410 

N 
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PAGE 

. 410 

„ origin 

. 413 

Rch • . • • • 

. 417 

Resin fossil . . 295, 297, 299. 300 

Rewd group l« 0, 

102, 107 

Rhsetic, AfghAni'-ldn . 

197 

„ central llim^iax.ds 

• 13* 

„ relationships of Gond- 

•Adna floras 

192,913 

Rilly la Montaigne, fossils com- 

pared at Deccan trap 

. 281 

Ripple marks 70, 96, 100, 113, 

123, 150 

Rojhes vtoutonneiSi ancient, 

at 

Pokaran 

. 160 

Rohtds group . 95, 9O, 97, 

98, 103 

Ruby .... 

45, *07 

Rutile , . . • 

• 3^ 

8 

Sabzalkot boring 

* 43> 

St. Thome, advance of land at 

• 12 

Sdletekri beds 

64 

Salses or mud volcanoes 

17 

Salt, Kohat 

326 

„ Runn of Cutch . 

. 454 

„ Salt Range 

109 

Salt lake, Calcutta . . 

. 4H 

„ U market, marine shell in 43’) 

Salt marl, ... 

109, 326 

„ hypogene origin of . 

. 1 1 1 

Salt pseudoiiiorph group 

1091 114 

Salt pscudomorphs, in dolomite 

of 

Salt marl 

110 

Salt range, analogy to Assam 

range .... 

8 

,, carboniferous g’acial period 

120, 206 

Australian fossils in 

121, 493 

Salt wells, Gangctic alluvium 

429, 44** 

„ Pachpadra 

• 430 

„ Puma alluvium 

. 40! 

Sand hills 

415* 455 

Sandstone, flexible in Alwar group 72 

„ Talchir group 

. 158 

Sapphire, supposed occurrence 

in 

pegmatite . 

. 107 

Saraswatf river, changes of . 

• 450 

Sattavedu group 

. 156 

Scapolite • • . • 

• 32 

Schorl t . « * 

. 27. 30 

Scolccitc . • . • 

260, 261 

Semri beds 

. 94.96 
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Serpentine lock . . 28,30,80 

AfghAnibtdn 143, 292 
„ Arakan Yoma 145, 146 

„ Manipur , 147 

Shillong quartzites . . 45, 60, 295 

ShnshalaiT) quartzites ... 82 

Silicified wood, Bhhiid . . 88 

„ Cretaceous, South 

India , . 235 

„ Cuddalorc . • 393 

„ Godavan alluvium 402 

„ upper tertiary 341*346 

Silurian, newer rocks coloured as, 

in Himalayas . . 116 

„ probable presence in Ten- 

asserim . . 142 

f, supposed occurrence in 

Kliaibar Pass , . 141 

„ sea, extent of . . . 492 

Silver • . . . 45, 63 

Simla slates . . 115, 117, 132 

Singhc la, nummulitic outlier . 3t7 

Sinnur senes . . . 349, 465 

Sils)ahn shales .... 339 

Si wall k series, age of the . 314, 359 



Assam 

332 


Burma . . 

338 

** 

Cutch and Kat iwar 

322, 



324 

** 

fauna 316,319, 324, 341, 

359 

** 

Sind and B ildchistdn 

356, 



465 

», 

Sub- Himalajan area 356, 465 


„ analogy with 



Vindhyan out- 
liers on Ard- 



vallis • 

104 

» 

„ formed during 



sub hide nee 

470 


„ gneiss inlier in . 

45 

ft 

„ relation to river 



valle)s . 358,469 


„ upper beds 

358 


Coarsest 

Smooth water anchorages . 

4»5 

Soda, native scsquicarbonate of . 

>9 


I Speckled sandstone group . 120,206 

Spi lit angi limestone . • 307*318 

Spiti shales • • • 228 , 229 

Sripermatiir, cretaceous fossils at . 244 

Sriperinatur group . .182,184,20/ 

„ neocomian ccplialopoda 182, 
207, 208 
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Stilbile . . 

Slone implements 
Stony creek beds 
Stormberg beds . 
Striated pebbles in 
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. . 28, 80 

. 30, 1 76, 260 

388. 399 

• . 198 

2t>3 

carboniferous 


glacial boulder bed 120, 133, 158, 
160, 199 

Subdthu group . 347. 350, 357, 480 

Sub- Himalayan zone distinction 
fre m lovvtr Himd- 

la\ab • . 462 

„ encroachment on 

Gangetic allu- 
vium . .481 

inlicrb, hill num- 
mulilic lime- 


stone . 
gneiss 
Jammu 


• 353 

• 45 
140, 347’ 

351 


„ successive ori- 
gin of faults 
in . 

tertiary deposits of 


480 

356. 

465 

w anting in Bhutdn 3 [8 
320, 321 
10, 407, 433 

90, 91, 108 

• 374 

. 70, 96 
18 

. 442 

independent 

. 449 

Sutlej valley. Upper, deposits 422, 464 
„ „ conditions of formation 409 

Swatch ot no giound . . . 442 

Syehedrite 2O0 

S)enitc . . • 3^1 44» 74» 234 

S>lhety/«75, depression of the . 443 

Sylhettrap. . . .61, *5*^ ^7^ 

Sylvine . • . . .110 

Syrivgospharedee • • . 14 ^ 


Sub-nummulitic group 
Subsidence, evidence of 
Sulla vai seiies . 
Summit bed of latcrite 
Sun cracks . 

Sunda \olcanic chain 
Sundaiban . 

Sutlej river, former 
course to the sea 


Tad putii beds . 
Tagling limestone 
'J'dl beds • • 


. • 80 

. . 13* 

137. 230. 480 


P\(5B 

Talc schists, in Bimdclkliand . 26 

Talchir group . . . 157, 165 

t. age 206 

„ boulder bed . , *57> 198 

flexible sandstone . . 158 

„ mode of origin . 151, 158, 159 

„ resembled by Pengangi 

shales ... .90 

99 If transition shales 50, 62 
99 Western Rdjputana. 106, 160 
Tangis or rifts .... 9 

Tanawal or Tanol scries . . 139 

Tiinv land 421 

Tapti and Puma alluvium .396, 400, 431 
Tardi . . • . , 438 

T6ris or red sand hills . . . 416 

Teitiary deposits 

„ contrast of lower and upper 302 
„ passage into recent 283, 318,319, 

325» 391 

Tesselated sandstones. . . 157 

Thomsonite . • . . 260 

Tibet, lakes .... 489 

„ peculiarities of fauna • 476 

Till 30, 45 

Tinncvelli coast, advance of , • 13 

„ submerged forest . .11,405 

Tipam sandstone • . 324, 332 

Tiroh/m limestone ... 96 

Tongking, Gondwdna plants in ^ 196 

ToshAm lull, felsites ... 74 

Tourmaline • • . • 30. 32 

Trachyte . 17, 18, 176, 258, 278 

Transition systems, age of • 72, 75, 108 
„ definition of term • 48 

„ relation to newer 

gneiss . . 24,31,40 

„ resemblance to Tal- 

chirs . . .55, 62 

Trappoid beds, Ecca series . • 203 

lower Vindhyan « . 9$ 


Talchir group 


15 


8 


Triassic, fossils in Attock slate area 115 
„ relationships of Gondwdna 

floras . • * 192 

„ of Mal^ri fauna • * 195 

„ supposed in* Burma . 144, 336 

Trichinopoli group . 233, 236, 240, 245 

„ relation to Utalur 234, 235, 237 
Ariyalur . 235, 241, 238 

Tripctly group . , • 180, 186 

Trivicary grits , . . • 393 
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Uitenliagc senes • .182,205,207 

Ulster, ferruginous beds of . . 3S4 

Ultrabasic rocks . • . 3 ^^ 

Umballa boring . • . 435, 476 

UmU group . • 188,217,223 

„ age . . • . 207, 224 

„ alliances of flora , , 164 

„ coal • *223 

relation to neocomi^ .152, 223, 286 
Underclay, wanting in Damuda 
coal beams • • . . 202 

t/w/o, aberrant forms of , . 310 

Utatur group . . 233, 23*3, 243 

„ relation to A riyalur 233,239,241 

» ,, Trichinopoli 23 +, 235,237 

Utatui'y uppei Gondu^nas . . 1S2 


Vaikrita system . . 75 

Valimukam, submerged forest 
at . . . . . 9, 1 1 . 405 

Valle} s iovmed peirt passu with 
elevation of hills ... 9 

Valudayur group • . . 233 

Vemdvaram shales . . 181, 184 

79 

. 9^ 

383 


Vempalh group . 

Venkatpur beds .... 
Vesicular laterite . . 

Vmdhyan era, disturbance of rocks 
during 


Vindhyan system, lower 


491 


93, 108 


r^GP 

Vindhyan s}stem, upper, outliers in 

BiindelkKand . 29, 104 

„ outlieis on Aravallis . 103 

,, „ west of Aravalli 

range . . 106 

„ „ relation to mam 

area . , 107 

,, pebbles in Gondv\dna 

rocks . • *157 

relation to Ardvalli range 

71, 103, 
106 

„ system, lower Vindh}ans 9;, 96 

yS, yy 

„ represented by Sullav.ii 

senes . . .92, 108 

„ reputed fossils, in . 101 

„ scaip, in Biindelkhand, 

define I in Doccan liap 
period ... 29 

Virgal group . . . 122, 123 

Volcanic action, supposed at Londr 19 

„ beds, Attock slates . iiO 

»» if Bengal transition . 63 

„ „ Biiawar . . 52, 54 

„ „ caibonaceous s\stem 134. 

„ „ taibonifcrous, Kash- 
mir . 135, 136 

„ „ Chilpi ghat serlci . 64 

„ „ Cretaceous 148,287,289, 

200, 292 

„ „ Cuddapah . , 80 

„ „ Deccan trap . .257 

„ „ Dhai wdr system48, 50, 49 ) 

„ „ Gwalior system . 65, 66 

„ „ Jaunsar system . 117 

„ „ Maldni ... 74 


t» 

debris of, in upper 

99 

1 ** 

„ Rdjmahdl . 175, 177 

ff 

disturbance newer than 


f* 

„ Salt marl , , no 


valleys ? . 

99 

ft 

„ Silurian . . 115 

n 

doubtful propriety of 


ft 

„ Tertiary, lower 292, 293, 


classing with upper 



328, 346, 348 


Vindhyans 

93 

ft 

„ Teiiiary, upper . 339 

M 

outliers m Ardvallis . 94^ 103 

ft 

eruption, submarine . iB 


relation to Bijdwars 

52 

ft 

„ neck, supposed, in 
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